How Do We Move On? Navigating the Day After Destruction
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1: Hope and continuity
Jeremiah 32
(1) The word that came to Jeremiah from GOD in the tenth year of
King Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadrezzar. (2) At that time the army of the king of Babylon
was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined
in the prison compound attached to the palace of the king of
Judah. (3) For King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him, saying,
“How dare you prophesy: ‘Thus said GOD: | am delivering this city
into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he shall captureit. ..

(6) Jeremiah said: The word of GOD came to me: (7) Hanamel, the
son of your uncle Shallum, will come to you and say, “Buy my land
in Anathoth, for you are next in succession to redeem it by
purchase.” (8) And just as GOD had said, my cousin Hanamel came
to me in the prison compound and said to me, “Please buy my land
in Anathoth, in the territory of Benjamin; for the right of
succession is yours, and you have the duty of redemption. Buy it.”
Then | knew that it was indeed the word of GOD. (9) So | bought
the land in Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel. | weighed out the
money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. (10) | wrote a deed,
sealed it, and had it witnessed; and | weighed out the silver on a
balance. (11) | took the deed of purchase, the sealed text and the
open one according to rule and law, (12) and gave the deed to
Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah in the presence of my
kinsman Hanamel, of the witnesses who were named in the deed,
and all the Judeans who were sitting in the prison compound. (13)
In their presence | charged Baruch as follows: (14) Thus said GOD
of Hosts, the God of Israel: “Take these documents, this deed of
purchase, the sealed text and the open one, and put them into an
earthen jar, so that they may last a long time.” (15) For thus said
GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel: “Houses, fields, and vineyards
shall again be purchased in this land.”..(26) Then the word of GOD
came to Jeremiah: (27) Behold | am GOD, the God of all flesh. Is
anything too wondrous for Me? (28) Assuredly, thus said GOD: |
am delivering this city into the hands of the Chaldeans and of King
Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, and he shall capture it. (29) And the
Chaldeans who have been attacking this city shall come and set
this city on fire and burn it down—with the houses on whose roofs
they made offerings to Baal and poured out libations to other
gods, so as to vex Me
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2: The change to come

Jeremiah 32

(36) But now, assuredly, thus said the ETERNAL, the
God of Israel, concerning this city of which you say, “It
is being delivered into the hands of the king of
Babylon through the sword, through famine, and
through pestilence”: (37) See, | will gather them from
all the lands to which | have banished them in My
anger and wrath, and in great rage; and | will bring
them back to this place and let them dwell secure.
(38) They shall be My people, and | will be their God.
(39) I will give them a single heart and a single nature
to revere Me for all time, and it shall be well with
them and their children after them. (40) And | will
make an everlasting covenant with them that | will
not turn away from them and that | will treat them
graciously; and | will put into their hearts reverence
for Me, so that they do not turn away from Me. (41) |
will delight in treating them graciously, and | will plant
them in this land faithfully, with all My heart and soul.
(42) For thus said GOD: As | have brought this terrible
disaster upon this people, so | am going to bring upon
them the vast good fortune that | have promised for
them. (43) And fields shall again be purchased in this
land of which you say, “It is a desolation, without
humans or animals; it is delivered into the hands of
the Chaldeans.” (44) Fields shall be purchased, and
deeds written and sealed, and witnesses called in the
land of Benjamin and in the environs of Jerusalem,
and in the towns of Judah; the towns of the hill
country, the towns of the Shephelah, and the towns
of the Negeb. For | will restore their fortunes—
declares GOD.
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3: The game of thrones
Jeremiah 41
(1) In the seventh month, Ishmael son of Nethaniah son of
Elishama, who was of royal descent and one of the king’s
commanders, came with ten men to Gedaliah son of Ahikam at
Mizpah; and they ate together there at Mizpah. (2) Then Ishmael
son of Nethaniah and the ten men who were with him arose and
struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of Shaphan with the
sword and killed him, because the king of Babylon had put him in
charge of the land. (3) Ishmael also killed all the Judeans who were
with him—with Gedaliah in Mizpah—and the Chaldean soldiers
who were stationed there. (4) The second day after Gedaliah was
killed, when no one else knew about it, (5) some men came from
Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria—eighty of them, their beards
shaved, their garments torn, and their bodies gashed—carrying
grain offerings and frankincense to present at the House of GOD.
(6) Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them,
weeping as he walked. As he met them, he said to them, “Come to
Gedaliah son of Ahikam.” (7) When they came inside the town,
Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the men who were with him
slaughtered them [and threw their bodies] into a cistern. (8) But
there were ten men among them who said to Ishmael, “Don’t kill
us! We have stores hidden in a field—wheat, barley, oil, and
honey.” So he stopped, and did not kill them along with their
fellows.— .. (10) Ishmael carried off all the rest of the people who
were in Mizpah, including the daughters of the king—all the
people left in Mizpah, over whom Nebuzaradan, the chief of the
guards, had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam. Ishmael son of
Nethaniah carried them off, and set out to cross over to the
Ammonites. (11) Johanan son of Kareah, and all the army officers
with him, heard of all the crimes committed by Ishmael son of
Nethaniah. (12) They took all their men and went to fight against
Ishmael son of Nethaniah; and they encountered him by the great
pool in Gibeon. (13) When all the people held by Ishmael saw
Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers with him, they
were glad; (14) all the people whom Ishmael had carried off from
Mizpah turned back and went over to Johanan son of Kareah. (15)
But Ishmael son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight
men, and went to the Ammonites. (16) Johanan son of Kareah and
all the army officers with him took all the rest of the people whom
he had rescued from Ishmael son of Nethaniah from Mizpah after
he had murdered Gedaliah son of Ahikam—the men, soldiers,
women, children, and eunuchs whom [Johanan] had brought back
from Gibeon. (17) They set out, and they stopped at Geruth
Chimham, near Bethlehem, on their way to go to Egypt (18)
because of the Chaldeans. For they were afraid of them, because
Ishmael son of Nethaniah had killed Gedaliah son of Ahikam,
whom the king of Babylon had put in charge of the land.
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4: New options
Jeremiah 42:1-6 1-K:270ATRT°

(1) Then all the army officers, with Johanan son of MR712 1017 079 2w (R)
Kareah, Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, and all the rest of ST TR DY) YW I
the people, great and small, approached (2) the N{J-"pgn NgEly 171:?3'1"77?‘{ ﬁDN’W (:1)
prophet Jeremiah and said, “Grant our plea, and pray TR 'Tn-éx‘qufg 5{1?53551 TI;:JQ’?;*jDQUD
for us to the LORD your God, for all this remnant! For BYN IRYID IR IPIRGA-92 3
we remain but a few out of many, as you can see. (3) PR ' )
Let the LORD your God tell us where we should go
and what we should do.” (4) The prophet Jeremiah
answered them, “Agreed: | will pray to the LORD your
God as you request, and | will tell you whatever
response the LORD gives for you. | will withhold

nothing from you.” (5) Thereupon they said to
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Jeremiah, “Let the LORD be a true and faithful witness >

against us! We swear that we will do exactly as the TROR TA0?0 WK 13777292 XoOX
LORD your God instructs us through you— (6) 'T121p2 ¥770R1 217N (1) Y1 19 172N
Whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, we will obey the V2N 0K D7% IR (1K) WX 1709

LORD our God to whom we send you, in order that it ' 91p2 Y 03 11770 WK NG YTl
may go well with us when we obey the LORD our {B} PR
God.”

Deuteronomy 30:1-6 "N-'R:™ 237
(1) When all these things befall you—the blessing and the curse that | AR 007270722 TPy WD T (R)
have set before you—and you take them to heart amidst the various DAV 797 PR3 W 797 19720
nations to which your God '3 has banished you, (2) and you return to your T IPTI WN DFAI7993 722777
God ', and you and your children heed God’s command with all your TR ATy AV (3) '-‘m” TEN
heart and soul, just as | enjoin upon you this day, (3) then your God '7 will ana -ﬂm ATV 293 1"7‘[7:3.: nyRY
restore your fortunes and take you back in love. [God] will bring you (1)'.:=|tlz,;g;;"7;;n El;;?"t@ ,:m;ﬂ .-mx
together again from all the peoples where your God 77 has scattered you. Y TR0 AMAYNS TR 17 I
(4) Even if your outcasts are at the ends of the world, from there your God
71 will gather you, from there [God] will fetch you. (5) And your God '3 will
bring you to the land that your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it;
and [God] will make you more prosperous and more numerous than your

ancestors. (6) Then your God '3 will open up your heart and the hearts of

your offspring—to love your God 77 with all your heart and soul, in order 3225722 TERN AR TR Ty
that you may live. & a R /el (7)ot
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5: The enemy of hope
Jeremiah 42:9-17

(9) and said to them, “Thus said the LORD, the God of Israel, to
whom you sent me to present your supplication before Him: (10)
If you remain in this land, | will build you and not overthrow, |
will plant you and not uproot; for | regret the punishment | have
brought upon you. (11) Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon,
whom you fear; do not be afraid of him—declares the LORD—for
| am with you to save you and to rescue you from his hands. (12)
| will dispose him to be merciful to you: he shall show you mercy
and bring you back to® your own land. (13) “But if you say, ‘We
will not stay in this land’—thus disobeying the LORD your God—
(14) if you say, ‘No! We will go to the land of Egypt, so that we
may not see war or hear the sound of the horn, and so that we
may not hunger for bread; there we will stay,” (15) then hear the
word of the LORD, O remnant of Judah! Thus said the LORD of
Hosts, the God of Israel: If you turn your faces toward Egypt, and
you go and sojourn there, (16) the sword that you fear shall
overtake you there, in the land of Egypt, and the famine you
worry over shall follow at your heels in Egypt too; and there you
shall die. (17) All the men who turn their faces toward Egypt, in
order to sojourn there, shall die by the sword, by famine, and by
pestilence. They shall have no surviving remnant of the disaster
that | will bring upon them.

Jeremiah 43:1-7

(1) When Jeremiah had finished speaking all these words to all the
people—all the words of the LORD their God, with which the LORD
their God had sent him to them— (2) Azariah son of Hoshaiah and
Johanan son of Kareah and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah,
“You are lying! The LORD our God did not send you to say, ‘Don’t go
to Egypt and sojourn there’! (3) It is Baruch son of Neriah who is
inciting you against us, so that we will be delivered into the hands of
the Chaldeans to be killed or to be exiled to Babylon!” (4) So
Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers and the rest of the
people did not obey the LORD’s command to remain in the land of
Judah. (5) Instead, Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers
took the entire remnant of Judah—those who had returned from all
the countries to which they had been scattered and had sojourned
in the land of Judah, (6) men, women, and children; and the
daughters of the king and all the people whom Nebuzaradan the
chief of the guards had left with Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of
Shaphan, as well as the prophet Jeremiah and Baruch son of
Neriah— (7) and they went to Egypt. They did not obey the
LORD.They arrived at Tahpanhes,
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