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Midrash Mechilta Yitro Parsha 5, 2

"l am Hashem your Gd’- Why werent the 10 Commandments given in the
beginning of the Torah? What is this like? It is like someone who enters a
country ansd says ‘I will rule over you’. And the townspeople answered
‘You havent done anything for us, why should you rule over us?’ What did
he do? He built them a wall, brought in water, fought their battles. He then
said to them ‘I will rule over you!” And they said to him ‘Yes Yes!” Gd took
the people out of Egypt, split the sea for them, gave them the Manna, gave
them meat, fought the war with Amalek, and then said to them * | will rule
over you!” To which they responded ‘Yes, Yes!’

2.

'R N270 'K 719 nunan o nd'7n ,0"am

731 D'RXNIN 7D R'XNN L[IWKRD XN DY W'Y VT NmdINn Tyl Do 1ot
ANYNN NNRNA X7X INXYN1 X7 DN''AY DNl YIREDNYN DIRYNIN

by h!

DY W'Y INYT 2V n7unn 721 ."R1I7R N 0aR" amxav ,nwy Niixn RIiNNT QT DT
"19 7V DINX DN )7 N XY INNAY ,NYYN K72 021V ,0m YIN INK DI7X

12 19N 0w 71man pn Nt 'y oI

The foundation of foundations and the source of wisdom is to know that
there was a first, he who created everything from the Heaven to the Earth
and everything in between and there is Noone else but Him.



And this is a positive commandment- as it says ‘Anochi..” and anyone who
assumes in his mind that there is another Gd other than Him, transgresses
a positive commandment.
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‘Anochi’ is not a Mitzvah- not a religious or practical one, but it is an
introduction to all of the Mitzvot that are about to come, and its purpose is
to inform them of who is speaking to them.
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Or HaChaim

G'd referred to His dual role as both the Eternal, i.e the meaning of the
Anyone who rebelled .7'j17x .tetragram and the supreme authority, i.e
against G'd's decrees would face retribution. G'd manifested Himself in this
dual capacity to remove all doubt about philosophies which inspired idol
worship by suggesting that He had partners. G'd's taking the Israelites out
of Egypt should have dispelled any such doubts about any opposing deities
from the house of bondage. ,n'T1ay n'an .possessing any power at all
G'd makes the point that since it was He Who liberated us from one master,
He is entitled to demand that we show Him obeisance.
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Hizkuni

G-d could have said ‘| am the Lord your Gd who created the world....but
had He said this, the people could have said- You created the world for
everyone. Why should that obligate us to keep your Torah? He therefore
told them something that He did not do for any nation except them.
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Ibn Ezra

And the purpose of this first commandment is that we should know and
love with all of our hearts and cling toHim and we should connect to Him
always, and we should have eternal awareness (fear) of Him and not
worship other Gds.
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Sefer Mitzvot HaKatan

To distinguish between the philosophers who say that everything that
happens is a matter of luck or superstition. But that is not true, as nothing
happens without Gd/

And this is also connected to the Talmud that says that man is asked a
series of questions upon arriving in Heaven. And one of those questions is
‘Did you await the Redemption?’ But where is that Mitzvah mentioned in
the Torah? The answer is that the same way we are told to believe that Gd
took us out of Egypt, the direct conclusion from that is that the same way
we believe in that, we must believe that in the future Gd will gather us from
the Exile and save us.
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Mei HaShiloach- Rabbi Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Izbica

Do not bow down to them means to not be enslaved or loyal to something that is
not according to Gds will.....Do not test yourself just to ‘try it out’ and feel the
need to prove your loyalty. Do not do something that may have difficulties for you
because you think it will enhance Gds glory

9.

D'"NN IX

NYY' N7 KDY DADL,TRX I7 NIDYY VINIDN ,ANAN! INAHT X iniwya ' Ny TiY
M2 TN (WY At N7 RN DL, TR 'Y 1D 00 NiYY7 2nn,TRNY KN TaYY?
D'2Y Tay! Qi0Y7 ,TRX TAY?7 7'NNtY? 2 Mi7 NYY! IX .DMINK DR MK

Or HaChaim

This commandmnets begins in the singular “You should not have’ and ends
in the plural ‘other Gods’. The purpose is to show that when you begin
serving one, you end up serving many.
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Akeidat Yitzchak (Rabbi Yitzchak Arama, 14th cen)
This sounds like a warning, but it is moreso am optimistic and positive

declaration to the people. It iss telling them- you do not need any other
God,
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Sefer HaChinuch

To not swear in vain: That we not swear pointlessly, as it is stated (Exodus
20:7), “You shall not take the named, in vain.” And the notion of
pointlessness has four angles: [The first is,] for example (Shevuot 29a),
that he swears about something known [to be true] that it is not so, like
swearing about a pillar of marble that it is a pillar of gold. And so [too],
anything like this. The second angle is, for example [Talmud Yerushalmi
Shevuot 3:8], that he swears about what is known to be so, like about a
stone that it is a stone and about a tree that it is a tree, and all that is like
this. The third angle is that he swears to negate this commandment or the
commandments that God, blessed be He, commanded us; as this is also
completely pointless, since it is not in his hand to swear [to negate] that
which God has already obligated him - and it is like the one who swears
about something known that it is not so. The fourth angle is that he swears
to do something that he does not have the power to do; for example




(Shevuot 25a) that he will not sleep for three consecutive days, or that he
will not eat for seven consecutive days. And so [too], anything like this. of
the Lord, your God
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It is from the roots of this commandment [that it is] for people to know and
fix in their souls and strengthen the faith in their hearts about God, blessed
be He — Who is in the Heavens above and exists forever — that there is
nothing else like His existence. And it is fitting and obligatory upon us when
we mention His great name upon our actions and upon our words, to
mention it with fear, with awe, with trembling and perspiration; and not like
those that joke and speak about something light, such as the things that
exist and perish and do not continue to exist — like us people, and the
other things of the lowly world. Hence (it is fitting) [in order] to fix this matter
in our hearts and that His awe should be in front of us to give us life and
merit, we are obligated in this commandment that we not mention His holy
name pointlessly;
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Rabbi Nachman of Breslov

Do not carry or mention Gds name in vane. Our Rabbis teach us that even
swearing on something that is obvious to all that it is so, such as swearing
that a tree is a tree or a rock that it is indeed a rock is a false swear and
therefore forbidden. And this is quite surprising becasue why cant one
swear on the obvious? Because if the obvious is true this shouldbnt be
forbidden? And the reason is it is forbidden to mention Gds name over
something simple and obvious. Because Gd doesnt want to be found in the
obvious.
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Parshat Ki Tetzei

If, along the road, you chance upon a bird’s nest, in any tree or on the
ground, with fledglings or eggs and the mother sitting over the fledglings or
on the eggs, do not take the mother together with her young.

Let the mother go, and take only the young, in order that you may fare well
and have a long life.



