Parsha Paths:
Shelach: A Good Land

The Route of the Spies
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So Moses, by GOD’s command, sent them out from the wilderness of Paran—all
of them being men of consequence, leaders of the Israelites.

They went up and scouted the land, from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, at
Lebo-hamath. (Bamidbar 13:3, 21)

Zoan
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They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron, where lived Ahiman, Sheshai,
and Talmai, the Anakites.—Now Hebron was founded seven years before Zoan
of Egypt (Bamidbar 13:22)

Rather, Hebron was seven times more fruitful [mevunna] than Zoan. And there is
no stonier land in Eretz Yisrael than Hebron. because they would bury the dead
there. And of all the lands, there is none of a higher quality than the land of
Egypt, as it is stated: “Like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt”
(Genesis 13:10). And there was no higher-quality land in all of the land of Egypt
than Zoan, as it is written “For his princes are in Zoan” (Isaiah 30:4). And even
so, Hebron was seven times more fruitful than Zoan. (Sotah 34Db)

Symbol of Wine?
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They reached the wadi Eshkol, and there they cut down a branch with a single
cluster of grapes—it had to be borne on a carrying frame by two of them—and
some pomegranates and figs. (Bamidbar 13:23)

Strong Cities
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This is what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us to; it does indeed
flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. However, the people who inhabit the



country are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large; moreover, we
saw the Anakites there. (Bamidbar 13: 27-28)

Weak People
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| will send the tzirah ahead of you, and it shall drive out before you the Hivites,
the Canaanites, and the Hittites.(Shmot 23:28)

Maapilim Then and Now
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Early next morning they set out toward the crest of the hill country, saying, “We
are prepared to go up to the place that God has spoken of, for we were wrong.”
But Moses said, “Why do you transgress God’s command? This will not succeed.
Do not go up, lest you be routed by your enemies, for God is not in your midst.
For the Amalekites and the Canaanites will be there to face you, and you will fall
by the sword, inasmuch as you have turned from following God and God will not
be with you.” Yet defiantly they marched toward the crest of the hill country,
though neither God ‘s Ark of the Covenant nor Moses stirred from the camp.

And the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that hill country came down
and dealt them a shattering blow at Hormah. (Bamidbar 14: 40-45)

Challah
:NAY DINN KN AN YK YIRD TN DIXIQ DRIY DAKE 7Y 127NN
N7 NRND NN YIXD DDA DA7NA NN
Speak to the Israelite people and say to them:
When you enter the land to which | am taking you
and you eat of the bread of the land, you shall set some aside as a gift to God:
(Bamidbar 15:18-19)

MISHNAH: Foreign produce imported into the Land is obligated for hallah. If it
was exported, Rebbi Eliezer declares it obligated but Rebbi Agiba declares it
free.

HALAKHAH: “Foreign produce,” etc. It is written (Num. 15:17) “To the Land into
which | am bringing you.” There you are obligated, you are not obligated outside
the Land. It was stated: These are the words of Rebbi Meir. But the words of
Rebbi Jehudah are: Foreign produce imported into the Land, Rebbi Eliezer
declares it free but Rebbi Agiba declares it obligated. What is the reason of
Rebbi Eliezer? (Num. 15:18) “From the Land’s bread,” not foreign bread. What is
the reason of Rebbi Agiba? (Num. 15:17) “To the Land into which | am bringing



you.” There you are obligated, both for produce of the Land and foreign produce.”
(Yerushalmi Challah 2:1)

Who was the Wood Gatherer?
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Once, when the Israelites were in the wilderness, a fellow was found gathering
wood on the sabbath day. (Bamidbar 15:32)

the Sages taught in a baraita: The wood gatherer was Zelophehad, and it says:
“And the children of Israel were in the desert and they found a man gathering
wood on the day of Shabbat” (Numbers 15:32), and below, it is stated: “Our
father died in the desert and he was not among the company of them that
gathered themselves together against the Lord in the company of Korah, but he
died in his own sin, and he had no sons” (Numbers 27:3). Just as below the man
in the desert is Zelophehad, so too, here, in the case of the wood gatherer, the
unnamed man in the desert is Zelophehad; this is the statement of Rabbi Akiva.
(Shabbat 96b)

The Sages taught: There was an incident with a pious man in which a breach
was made in his field, and he decided to fence it in. And then he remembered
that it was Shabbat. And that pious man refrained from fixing the fence [forever
because he had thought about fixing it on Shabbat.] And a miracle was done for
him, and a caper bush grew there and from it he received his livelihood and the
livelihood of the members of his household. (Shabbat 150b)

Elusive Techelet
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Speak to the Israelite people and instruct them to make for themselves fringes on
the corners of their garments throughout the ages; let them attach a cord of blue
to the fringe at each corner. (Bamidbar 15:38)

Rabbi Meir would say: What is different about sky-blue from all other colors? It is
because sky-blue dye is similar in its color to the sea, and the sea is similar to
the sky, and the sky is similar to the Throne of Glory, as it is stated: ‘And they
saw the God of Israel; and there was under His feet the like of a paved work of
sapphire stone, and the like of the very heaven for clearness’ (Exodus 24:10).
(Sotah 17Db)



