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“More than a decade of weekly dialogue with Christians and intimate conversation with

Christian friends,” writes Prager, “has convinced me that, aside from the divinity o
esus, the greatest—and even more important—difference between Judaism ana

Christianity, or perhaps only between most Christians and Jews, is their differen

understanding of forgiveness and, ultimately, how to react to evil.” Here Prager takes

one theological step too many and commits, in this single statement, two errors. The
st is to deem the issue of forgiveness more important than that of Jesus’s identity.

uch a statement, to my mind, sullies the memory of thousands of Jews who died rathe
than proclaim Jesus Lord. Yet Prager also misses the fact that these two issues, that o
approaching Jesus and that of approaching our enemies, are essentially one and the
same: that the very question of how to approach our enemies depends on whether one
believes that Jesus was merely a misguided mortal, or the Son of God. Let us examine
how each faith’s outlook on Jesus provides the theological underpinnings for its
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Psalm 137 722 ninna v
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By the rivers of Babylon,
there we sat,
sat and wept,
as we thought of Zion.
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There on the poplars
we hung up our lyres,
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for our captors asked us there for songs,
our tormentors, for amusement:

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
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How can we sing a song of the LORD
on alien soil?
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If | forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither;



Psalm 137 722 ninna v

If | forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither;

let my tongue stick to my palate

if | cease to think of you,

if | do not keep Jerusalem in memory
even at my happiest hour.

Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites
the day of Jerusalem’s fall;

how they cried, “Strip her, strip her

to her very foundations!”

Fair Babylon, you predator,
a blessing on him who repays you in kind
what you have inflicted on us;

a blessing on him who seizes your babies
and dashes them against the rocks!
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Divine Comfort 51:12-16

12) |, | am the One who comforts you!What ails you that you
fearMan who must die,Mortals who fare like grass? (13) You
have forgotten GOD your Maker,Who stretched out the
skies and made firm the earth!And you live all day in
constant dreadBecause of the rage of an oppressorWho is
aiming to cut [you] down.Yet of what account is the r age of
an oppressor? (14) “Quickly the tree buds anew; / It does
not die though cut down, / And its sap does not fail.” Quickly
the crouching one is freed;He is not cut down grgeslain,And
he shall not want for food. (15) For | the ETERNAL your
God—Who stirs up the sea into roaring waves,Whose name
s 'BODIDF THusty-{{ GpH@IE G By Wards inwor (1) 1[N 2
mouthAnd sheltered you with My hand;jHave put My words
in your mouth / And sheltered you with My hand 13. the
skies and made firm the earth,Have said to Zion: You are
My people!
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Arousal and Renewal 51:17-23
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(17) Rouse, rouse yourself! Arise, O Jerusalem, You who from
GOD'’s hand Have drunk God’s wrath-filled cup, You who have
drained to the dregs The bowl, the cup of reeling! (18) She has
none to guide her Of all the children she bore; None takes her
by the hand, Of all the children she reared. (19) These two things
have befallen you: Wrack and ruin—who can console you?
Famine and sword—how shall comfort you? (20) Your sons lie in a
swoon At the corner of every street— Like an antelope caught in a
net— Drunk with the wrath of GOD, With the rebuke of your God.
(21) Therefore, Listen to this, unhappy one, Who areglgigk, but
not with wine! (22) Thus said GOD, §< ur Sovereign, Your God who
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reeling. The bowl, the cup of My wrath; You shall never drink it
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Who have commanded you, “Get down, that we may walk over
you™— So that you made your back like the ground, Like a street
for passersby.
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Lamentations 2: 13-19
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13) What can | take as witness-i or likenTo you, O Fair Jerusalem?What can
I match with you to console you,O Fair Maiden Zion?For your ruin is vast as

prophesied to yob graciesDfuielnsionrérig deerpiion) i tiy 7l IR pass W akjx
wayClap their hands at you;They higgpntwagdheirheadAiiframs qx 1ayya nnx
Jerusalem:jThese gestures {edre migngeco wand)off thewcatamityzfronmthe;n
viewer; cf., e.g., Jer. 18{t andnotendnby2A2hile tisthe city thahwagn 702

you;They hiss and gnash their teeth,And cry: “We’ve ruined her!Ah, this is the
day we hoped for;kLit. “We have attained, we have seen.”We have lived to
see it!"-k o000

(17) The LORD has done what He purposed,Has carried out the decreeThat
He ordained long ago;He has torn down without pity.He has let the foe rejoice
over you,Has exalted the might of your enemies. (18) IEmendation yields
“Cry aloud.”Their heart cried out-I to the Lord.O wall of Fair Zion,Shed tears
like a torrentDay and night!Give yourself no respite,Your eyes no rest.

(19) Arise, cry out in the nightAt the beginning of the watches,Pour out your
heart like waterln the presence of the Lord!Lift up your hands to HimFor the
life of your infants,Who faint for hungerAt every street corner.
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Zion Awakened and God’s Return 52:1-10

(1) Awake, awake, O Zion!Clothe yourself in splendor;Put on your
robes of majesty,Jerusalem, holy city!For the uncircumcised and the
impureShall never enter you again. (2) Arise, shake off the dust,Sit
Jerusalem!Loose the bonds from your neck,O captive one, Fair Zion!
(3) For thus said GOD:You were sold for no price,And shall be
redeemed without money. (4) For thus said my Sovereign GOD:Of
old, My people went downTo Egypt to sojourn there;But Assyria has
robbed them,Giving nothing in return.aWhereas the Israelites
themselves sought hospitality in Egypt, Assyria (5) What therefore do
| gain here?—declares GOD—For My people has been carried off for
nothing, Their mockers howl—declares GOD—AnNd constantly,
unceasingly,My name is reviled. (6) Assuredly, My ped®i@® ®hall learn
My name,Assuredly on that dayThat |, the One who promised,Am
now at hand. (7) How welcome on the mountainAre the footsteps of
the heraldAnnouncing happiness,Heralding good fortune,Announcing
nustornieitnadion:;; ounGasreidns xMe Haddipuntookoyds reise v
their voices,As one they shout for joy;For every eye shall beh@H:17xan
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(10) GOD will bare a holy armin the sight of all the nations,And the
very ends of earth shall seeThe victory of our God.
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Zion Awakened and God’s Return 52:11-12

(11) Turn, turn away, touch naught impureAs you
depart from there;Keep pure, as you go forth from
trers, Yiounhokealitive yesselgoj GORIbLIETIM 7
1.7-8; 5.14-15. (12) For you will not depart in
haste,Nor will you leave in flight;For GOD®i®
marching before you,The God of Israel is your rear

guard.
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Exodus 24
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When [two or more] parties fight, and one of them pushes a pregnant woman and a miscarriage
results, but no other damage ensues, the one responsible shall be fined according as the woman’s
husband may exact, the payment to be based on reckoning.
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But if other damage ensues, the penalty shall be life for life,
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eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
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burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.



Leviticus 24
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One who kills a beast shall make restitution for it: life for life.
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If any party maims another [person]: what was done shall be done in return—
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fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The injury inflicted on a human being shall be
inflicted in return. SO
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One who kills a beast shall make restitution for it; but one who kills a human being shall be put to

death.



Devarim 19 16-21
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If someone appears against another party to testify maliciously and gives incriminating yet false
testimony,
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the two parties to the dispute shall appear before 717, before the priests or magistrates in authority at
the time,
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and the magistrates shall make a thorough investi@a®i®n. If the one who testified is a false witness,
having testified falsely against a fellow Israelite,
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you shall do to the one as the one schemed to do to the other. Thus you will sweep out evil from your
midst;
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others will hear and be afraid, and such evil things will not again be done in your midst.
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Nor must you show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.



Rambam (Maimonides), Moreh Nevukhim (Guide for the Perplexed), Part lll,
Chapter 41:

Maimonides writes:

"The Torah speaks in the language of man and uses exaggerated and
severe expressions to produce a strong impression upon the people, so that
they should fear to commit such crimes. The expression 'an eye for an eye'
is not to be taken literally, but rather it geg@hes the importance of justice and
the severity of the crime. The literal expression serves as an educational tool
to emphasize the moral and ethical behavior that the Torah seeks to instill."



Jeremiah 25

20 PIX W DTN INK ANRW "I NNED T 12 013NN MR V9K XY R nd RN D
DP2N ININ
For thus said the ETERNAL, the God of Israel, to me: “Take from My hand this cup of
wine—of wrath—and make all the nations to whom I send you drink of it.
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Let them drink and retch and act crazy, becggqof the sword that I am sending among
them.”
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So I took the cup from GOD’s hand and gave drink to all the nations to whom GOD had
sent me:
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Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, and its kings and officials, to make them a desolate ruin,
an obiect of hissine and a curse—as is now the case:



“Elsewhere in the Bible this word is used by human
begins responding to a divine call (e.g., Gen 22:1,11;
Exod. 3.4). Only [here]...does God call “here | am” to
humans...

-Adele Berlin, The Jewish Study Bibe



