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That was for nin' a night of vigil to bring them out of the

land of Egypt; that same night 1s nIN'’s, one of vigil for all
the children of Israel throughout the ages.



SHEMOT RABBAH 18:12

What did He see that led Him to call it a night of vigil
|shimurim|? It is a night during which He performs great
deeds for the righteous, just as He performed |great
deeds] for Israel in Egypt. On that [night| He rescued
Hezekiah, and on it He rescued Hananya and his
counterparts, and on it He rescued Daniel from the
lions’ den, and on it Messiah and Eljjah the prophet will
be exalted... The Holy One blessed be He said: ‘This sign
will be for you: On the day that I performed salvation for
you, know that on that same night I will redeem vou....



DEVELOPMENT OF THE MINHAG

Rabbi Nissim Gaon
10th century

“| saw that ...my father would not

close the doors of our house..at all.

And until now this is our custom,
and on [the night of Passover] the
doors of the house are open. When
Elijah comes, we will go out to
greet him quickly without delay”

Rabbi Zelikman Binga
15th century

“I have seen some people on the
night of Passover who pour a
special cup and place it on the
table, saying this is the cup for
Elijah the prophet - and | don’t
know the reason. But it seems that
the reason derives from this: If
Elijah the prophet comes on the
night of Passover, as we hope and
expect, he too will need a cup, for
even a poor person among Israel
must drink no less than four cups.
And if the cup is not ready, we
would have to prepare it for him,
which might delay the Seder.”

Rabbi Hayyim Beneviste
17th century

“It seems this is the custom | saw
among a few Ashkenazim: to leave
on the table one empty cup...in
which to pour all the wine leftover
from cups... [after they have drunk
at least the required minimum
from their cups]. This cup is called
the Cup of Elijah the prophet...this
custom pleased me”



1) Why did this custom develop?



ELIJAH IN THE BOOK OF MELACHIM

PROPHET OF FIRE
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1) Why did this custom develop?

2) Elijah seems like a strange “fit” for
this job, based on his character in the
book of Kings...Why is his midrashic
1dentity so different?



CONCLUSION TO THE HAFTARAH- MALACHI 3
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23 Lo, [ will send the prophet Elijjah to you before the
coming of the awesome, fearful day of GOD.
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24 He shall reconcile parents with children and children
with thelir parents, so that, when I come, I do not strike
the whole land with utter destruction.



3) Why is Malachi invoking Elijjah?
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SECTION ONE MALACHI 3:4-12 11
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Then the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem shall be pleasing to GOD as in the days of yore and in the years of old. But
[first| I will step forward to contend against you, and I will act as a relentless accuser against those who have no fear of
Me: Who practice sorcery, who commit adultery, who swear falsely, who cheat laborers of their hire, and who subvert [the
cause of] the widow, orphan, and stranger, said GOD of Hosts. For I am GOD —I have not changed; and you are the
children of Jacob—you have not ceased to be. From the very days of your ancestors you have turned away {rom My laws
and have not observed them. Turn back to Me, and I will turn back to you—said GOD of Hosts. But you ask, “How shall we
turn back?” Ought mortals to defraud God? Yet you are defrauding Me. And you ask, “How have we been defrauding
You?” In tithe and contribution. You are suffering under a curse, yet you go on defrauding Me—the whole nation of you.
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, and let there be food in My House, and thus put Me to the test—said GOD of Hosts.
[ will surely open the floodgates of the sky for you and pour down blessings on you; and I will banish the locusts from
you, so that they will not destroy the yield of your soil; and your vines in the field shall no longer miscarry—said GOD of
Hosts. And all the nations shall account you happy, for you shall be the most desired of lands—said GOD of Hosts.



SECTION TWO MALACHI 3:13-21 12
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You have spoken hard words against Me—said GOD. But you ask, “What have we been saying among ourselves against
You?” You have said, “It is useless to serve God. What have we gained by keeping God’s charge and walking in abject awe
of GOD of Hosts? And so, we account the arrogant happy: they have indeed done evil and endured; they have indeed
dared God and escaped.” In this vein have those who revere GOD been talking to one another. GOD has heard and noted
it, and a scroll of remembrance has been written at God’s behest concerning those who revere GOD and esteem the holy
name. And on the day that I am preparing, said GOD of Hosts, they shall be My treasured possession; I will be tender
toward them as a man is tender toward a son who ministers to him. And you shall come to see the difference between the
righteous and the wicked, between those who have served God and those who have not. For lo! That day is at hand,
burning like an oven. All the arrogant and all the doers of evil shall be straw, and the day that is coming—said GOD of
Hosts—shall burn them to ashes and leave of them neither stock nor boughs. But for you who revere My name a sun of
victory shall rise to bring healing. You shall go forth and stamp like stall-fed calves, and you shall trample the wicked to a
pulp, for they shall be dust beneath your feet on the day that I am preparing—said GOD of Hosts.




SECTION THREE MALACHI 3:22-24 13
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Be mindful of the Teaching of My servant Moses, whom I charged at Horeb with laws and rules for all
[srael.

Lo, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before the coming of the awesome, fearful day of GOD.

He shall reconcile parents with children and children with their parents, so that, when I come, I do
not strike the whole land with utter destruction.



3) Why is Malachi invoking Elijjah?

4) How is this a suitable haftarah for
pre-Passover???
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16
ELIJAH AT MOUNT CARMEL | KINGS CHAPTER 18
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21 Eljjah approached all the people and said, “How long
will vou keep hopping between two opinions? If the
ETERNAL 1s God, then follow | the ETERNAL |; and 1if

Baal, follow |Baall|!” But the people answered him not a
word.
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ELIJAH AT MOUNT CARMEL | KINGS CHAPTER 18
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38 Then fire from GOD descended and consumed the
burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the earth; and
it licked up the water that was in the trench.
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30 When they saw this, all the people flung themselves
on their faces and cried out: “the ETERNAL One alone is
God, the ETERNAL One alone is God!”



SUGGESTED READING
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Becoming Eljjah: Prophet of Transformation
Daniel C. Matt

The JPS Bible Commentary: Haftarot
Michael Fishbane



Chag Sameach!
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PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL ME
ADINABLAUSTEIN@GMAIL.COM



