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1: Between uncle and niece

Esther 2:5-11

(5) In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son
of Jair son of Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite. (6) [Kish] had been
exiled from Jerusalem in the group that was carried into exile along
with King Jeconiah of Judah, which had been driven into exile by
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. (7) He was foster father to
Hadassah—that is, Esther—his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither
father nor mother. The maiden was shapely and beautiful; and when
her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her as his own
daughter. (8) When the king’s order and edict was proclaimed, and
when many girls were assembled in the fortress Shushan under the
supervision of Hegai,aldentical with Hege in v. 3. Esther too was
taken into the king’s palace under the supervision of Hegai, guardian
of the women. (9) The girl pleased him and won his favor, and he
hastened to furnish her with her cosmetics and her rations, as well
as with the seven maids who were her due from the king’s palace;
and he treated her and her maids with special kindness in the
harem. (10) Esther did not reveal her people or her kindred, for
Mordecai had told her not to reveal it. (11) Every single day
Mordecai would walk about in front of the court of the harem, to
learn how Esther was faring and what was happening to her.

Esther 2:20

(20) But Esther still did not reveal her kindred or her people, as
Mordecai had instructed her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai’s
bidding, as she had done when she was under his tutelage.

Esther 4:13-17

(13) Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine
that you, of all the Jews, will escape with your life by being in the
king’s palace. (14) On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis,
relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another quarter,
while you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows,
perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.” (15)
Then Esther sent back this answer to Mordecai: (16) “Go, assemble all
the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or
drink for three days, night or day. | and my maidens will observe the
same fast. Then | shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law;
and if  am to perish, | shall perish!” (17) So Mordecai went about [the
city] and did just as Esther had commanded him.
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2. Uncles and nephews

Genesis 31:43-48 nrra-a" RS NRNa
(43) Then Laban spoke up and said to Jacob, “The daughters niiam 2Py R WX 132 1901 (n)
are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flocks = W§ 297 %INX IN¥7) %12 2%32m) Az
are my flocks; all that you see is mine. Yet what can | do now TiRyN =Ty “H13%) Xy 87 70N
about my daughters or the children they have borne? (44) (Tn) 272 WK 13737 iy BisD \"”.:?:15’?
Come, then, let us make a pact, you and |, that there may be a gy 'mm J NP N2 AR7 Y
witness between you and me.” (45) Thereupon Jacob took a , 128 3@3 ”?31,9"?3) AN P27
stone and set it up as a pillar. (46) And Jacob said to his 1’0%?_3]?522 1@5{3] (%) ’135373 :‘Q’jg
kinsmen, “Gather stones.” So they took stones and made a 4 1;_;3;,: (Dr;;}zb:z:?-;ynaju?:‘;ggw
mound; and they partook of a meal there by the mound. (47) (;’_‘;3) 757‘71 1,7 XD JPU” Nm“w W
Laban named it Yegar-sahadutha, but Jacob named it Gal-ed. nios ?Ill’iq ,;‘,3 737177‘7:«71:5'173&’1
(48) And Laban declared, “This mound is a witness between ' 37}1?5 A 1;.'55_7
you and me this day.” That is why it was named Gal-ed;
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(4) Abram went forth as ' had commanded him, and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left
Haran. (5) Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot,
and all the wealth that they had amassed, and the persons that
they had acquired in Haran; and they set out for the land of
Canaan. When they arrived in the land of Canaan,

Genesis 13:5-13 M= AMY DYWNRNA
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their possessions were so great that they could not remain together.
(7) And there was quarreling between the herders of Abram’s cattle
and those of Lot’s cattle.—The Canaanites and Perizzites were then
dwelling in the land.— (8) Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife
between you and me, between my herders and yours, for we are
kin. (9) Is not the whole land before you? Let us separate if you go
north, | will go south; and if you go south, | will go north.” (10) Lot
looked about him and saw how well watered was the whole plain of
the Jordan, all of it—this was before ' had destroyed Sodom and

Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like the garden of 7', like the land of
Egypt. (11) So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan,
and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they parted from each other;..
(13) Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very wicked sinners against
1.
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3. Fear of change
Genesis 19:12-23
(12) Then the agents said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? Sons-in-
law, your sons and daughters, or anyone else that you have in the
city—bring them out of the place. (13) For we are about to destroy
this place; because the outcry against them before 7' has become so
great that ' has sent us to destroy it.” (14) So Lot went out and spoke
to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Up, get
out of this place, for 11" is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to
his sons-in-law as one who jests. (15) As dawn broke, the messengers
urged Lot on, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two remaining
daughters, lest you be swept away because of the iniquity of the city.’
(16) Still he delayed. So the agents seized his hand, and the hands of
his wife and his two daughters—in '77 mercy on him—and brought him
out and left him outside the city. (17) When they had brought them
outside, one said, “Flee for your life! Do not look behind you, nor stop
anywhere in the Plain; flee to the hills, lest you be swept away.” (18)
But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my lord! (19) You have been so gracious
to your servant, and have already shown me so much kindness in
order to save my life; but | cannot flee to the hills, lest the disaster
overtake me and | die. (20) Look, that town there is near enough to
flee to; itis such a little place! Let me flee there—it is such a little
place—and let my life be saved.” (21) He replied, “Very well, | will
grant you this favor too, and | will not annihilate the town of which
you have spoken. (22) Hurry, flee there, for | cannot do anything until
you arrive there.” Hence the town came to be called Zoar.*Zoar
Connected with mis‘ar “a little place,” v. 20. (23) As the sun rose upon
the earth and Lot entered Zoar,
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4: Three types of friendship

Rambam on Pirkei Avot 1:6
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And there are three types of friends: a friend for benefit, a friend for enjoyment and a friend for virtue.

Indeed, a friend for benefit is like the friendship of two [business] partners and the friendship of a king and his

retinue;

whereas the friendship for enjoyment is of two types - the friend for pleasure and the friend for confidence.
Indeed, the friend for pleasure is like the friendship of males and females and similar to it; whereas the friend
for confidence is when a man has a friend to whom he can confide his soul. He will not keep [anything] from him
- not in action and not in speech. And he will make him know all of his affairs - the good ones and the disgraceful
- without fearing from him that any loss will come to him with all of this, not from him and not from another. As
when a person has such a level of confidence in a man, he finds great enjoyment in his words and in his great

friendship.

And a friend for virtue is when the desire of both of them and their intention is for one thing, and that is the good.
And each one wants to be helped by his friend in reaching this good for both of them together. And this is the
friend which he commanded to acquire; and it is like the love of the master for the student and of the student for

the master.




