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The division of the mizmor and internal alliterations Mizmor 8: Man at his lowest and greatest facing God and His wonderful creation
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From the mouths of infants and sucklings You have founded strength
Because of your adversaries so that you may still the enemy and avenger.
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Radak: Why is the same word “Mah” used in both sentences?
"What is man' is the opposite of How great is your name’ — because the latter is for greatness and the former is for minimization
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Shabbat 88 p2 — 89 p1

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levy said: When Moshe rose to Heaven, the ministering angels said before the Holy One
Blessed Be He: Master of the Universe, what is this human being doing here among us? He told them, "he came to
receive the Torah." They responded, "The precious possession that was reserved for You for 974 years prior to the
creation of the world, is what You wish to give flesh and blood? 'What is man that You consider and the son of man
that You think of him...God, our Lord, How glorious is Your name throughout the earth, Whose majesty is above the
heavens (Tehillim 8, v5, 2)?" The Holy One Blessed Be He said to Moses: "Answer them! " Moses said to God:
"Master of the Universe, | fear that they will burn me with their breath". He said to him, "Hold on to the throne of
My glory, and answer them”, as it is written " He who grasps the corner of His throne, His cloud will be spread upon
him" (Job 20, 9), and Rabbi Nahum said: this teaches that God spread His divine Shechina upon him and covered
him and he (Moses) said before Him: "Master of the Universe, the Torah that you are giving to me, what is written
in it?" "l am the Lord Your God Who took you out of the land of Egypt (Exodus 20, 2)! " He said to them, "Did you
go down to Egypt, were you enslaved to Pharoah, why should you have the Torah? What else is written there?"
"You will have no other gods before Me" (Exodus 20, 3)! Are you living among nations who worship idols? "What
else is written there?" "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy" (Exodus 20, 8)! Do you work so that you need
to rest?" "What else is written there? "You will not bear God’s name in vain" (Exodus 20,7)! "Do you negotiate
between yourselves?" "What else is written there?" "Respect your father and your mother!" "Do you have a father
and a mother?" "What else is written there?" "You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not
steal!" "Are you jealous of one another, do you have an evil inclination?" They immediately thanked the Holy One
Blessed Be He, as it is written, "God our Lord, how great your name throughout the land" (Tehillim 8, 10), while
"Spread Your majesty over the heavens" (ibid, 2) was not written. - Inmediately each and every angel loved Moses
and gave him something, as it is written, "you have ascended on high, you led captivity captive, you have received
gifts among man" (Tehillim 68, 19) as a reward that they called you man, you got gifts....

Midrash: the acceptance of the Torah by Moshe in Heaven < Tehillim 8: "Acceptance of the Creation, the Creator and the Created” by man 7
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From the mouths of infants and sucklings You have founded strength
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From the mouths of infants and sucklings You have founded strength
Because of your adversaries so that you may still the enemy and avenger.
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From the mouths of infants and sucklings You have founded strength
on account of Your foes, to put an end to enemy and avenger.
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Radak: 'What is man' is the opposite of How great is your name’ — because the

[atter is for greatness and the former is for minimization v




In the "middle" world of evil and evildoers (Ps 3-14) , the exhilaration in the creation, faith in the Creator
and in the mission of the created — “In the mouths of babies and nursing infants You have founded
strength, Because of your adversaries so that you may still the enemy and avenger” (Tehillim 8,3).
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10: The psalmist calls

to God to save

him from his enemies and chase

them from his land (continuation of

Ps 9)

"y

9: God is the judge of the wicked
and saves the righthouts from
them (Ps 9-10 are adjacent to

each other, in order of the
alphabet, without a header)

B
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8: Praise of God, creator

of

the world Who created man

with glory to correct the

world (central axis for 3-14).

T

7: The psalmist asks God to
judge his enemies and
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1will praise You, LORD, with all my heart; 1will praise the LORD for His righteousness,
1will tell all Your wonders. 1 will rejoice and sing a hymn to the name of the LORD
and exult in You, singing a hymn to Your Most High.

name, O Most High.
13




ywn Dy NITTIANN - (T"1-3) nawxIn naronn

[n-nm nni'val D'1|U1U] [‘n NN 2120 NINaon ] INTNN XYL

any T2 (?0") 0" 2R ,0MNIX

() || P SRR (na,3) [ memoan0) | anta@,w) I 927 o 0 (02,3) 10
IYX DY NN 161 5739 T3 DMy 00 Yy 2R 'n Ny 1 iy L e L Al D'Yvann
- T . WS — == n'70 AN272 Y 7 nviv 'nY i
"y 1INy 2120 'y ‘
N iy
TV w92 (1,T) YN hin wa (a,7) nyn Npixn
oY Tin) "7 mann ["axal
370N 272 1xi (n,'n) X7 nwm
YX DIDPYX AN KiIAX 'nna%7 o0
AKX QYT "D
17021 ~|w":ul1(x' 1) apny (n ") n7Inn N'7'on
"IN 7D TR mix ' "t q .
YIXI DNn\D'ny I r (l;@—”(\l;nrm
. [ . . n) oinn ,(2) "X
; 2 ..M YIX7 onl (Nu1,'T) . AR gTY (1,'T a 5 A\ A) il s
Y7 onyy... (1,T) J22i0n DMKY NTYI i (1,'7) om.,q,‘w.,(.w-gz — (T'?’ ) ,() '1!,(T0) NDY N DY NATXI T 0 AT () LIdY7 WL
RYL9VE TR D 31w ninY 2t W3 N iy | o XKL (0.n) D30y (‘7 w0 910 =) ji'7y DY DX
] = i DY | nnava xean | (2%.0.7) VoW
TYiX
ovn 1Aenmni (1,'n) YIXD 792 A0Y TR AN 049°TR "D (2)
AT TiA! DN DINWD 7V ATID NN WX
1noyn 1TX A0 (10.7.2,'n) NIX'TIM
1a7'Una (1,'n) MN WK YIND 2 Y 2 . : : '
5 3 o " B TR S SP : ™ ATe! D'y 0771V 'on (2,'n) NN
D 7 'wyna wnx \ DX ? ..DMYD T i DPINNI 2R NAYAY JIX [YnY -o
1'721 NN NRY AT NN .Y DRI TIQI
vy an (0 ,'n) YR 193 Y DTXN
1 DTN [24 127P7D
HMT9N YIXD 22 AN TR A 129 TX A (1)
TV 7 (N, "580-D,'0) o (nn.10.0,") Do 0 ("X, 50 ,'0) ||, nin (0 ,) anx '
N AN (XD ,'0) || WX DA YT LN 172N ...[T230 '0oUn @ ’._"1;’:’3 12 (1.7,'0) | qinyyaawn || 7 ,(t0 ,'0) nnY ,(n 2 M90K 2% 723 ' ATIN (2-2) yuna i vsun
DnY? Min Tiy Qo' 72 ...nna q'oi' 72 ...IxIXN DA 1 ml'_’ AN . INK IR || ninyY ..axa || Dmva-omy (o o) || MIRTR AR DY7UNI ADRWX :NIRY n'Pl AXTIN -
YR I Wiy Yy YD 0 Uiy Yy TiY | ny7nRI00a || v v aya || .0,'0) vow ,(aro ,'0) (o unm nnno =) |y AnY
ona N'o! (n-.n,'-;).r-.o.n D'YyvIn nYUyn
1 ]
f " jui na ' " n uvOuni
P (2‘,N‘ ) T 1y ('I' ,K"') Iu:1|p.l13~ na n.(-r 7" , ) (Uah) 5_3:;)3_ A (-|- ,R“u)
Ho! ninwn BTN 93 103! POVOY 1TN! 17"V INQY D'NYWA N 1T 1Y INGDMWA "D
9 nn @'T¥ —— : DTX 3 110! I'9U9Y DTX 92 202" I'DYOY
any (1,2™) 109 3 (v.2,2™) Ny "n ningx (7,2™) :
N N DX -.DTX 92N D'HNY 7752 911y 902 NNhY n?::x(.l :—;rz 7NN nm:nw
0'9! YWY NN DTX 2% N7 DD DYV 7RTR YIXY N Iy y'win 'n -
T . ]
N I"r; (a.a™) X :11-’ (I“:f‘ A ) ¥ (2 2™) MIYNN "avn
Y NN 19 ..."7y "N DI ) .
QURIEY Y9! R e | OIAR D 17 M Imnnui
nix17 DTN 92 7Y pYa Dmwn A (2 ,T™) _ uay 'K 1273 '3y i (1.2, 7) yw 1l 'n vowun
e N, ¢ 35 Wy YL XY NHY! [N R ... \ ' \
BB T 7obm v YW N 2y Y2t iny DAY 'h [1"xaa nyie

N3N TN DR Ry




Tehillim 14, 4: Are they so witless, all those evildoers, who devour my people
as they devour food, and do not invoke the LORD? There they will be seized
with fright, for God is present in the circle of the righteous.
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Tehillim 15, 2: He who lives without blame, who does what is right,
and in his heart acknowledges the truth;
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5 mizmorim fwesk #of Syllabus of 30 kectures (zoom, life, save onwww. tehillimm.org. i)
acc/t plan of 929 lecture

5 1 Introduction Contexttual Interpretation of the Book of Tehillim

10 2  Thestructure & story of Book | (1-41) - Tehilim 1-2 as prologue

15 3 Cycle | (Tehilim 3-14) - reading Tehilim 8

20 < Tehilm 18 and Shmuel Il 22

25 5 Cycle Il (Tehilim 15-24)

30 & Cycle lll (Tehilim 25-34)

35 F) Cycle IV (Tehilim 35-41)

a0 B Tehilm 40 and s intetextualily

45 g Structure & Story of Book 11-11l

50 10 Tehilm 42-43

55 11 Overview Tehilim 51-72

&0 12 Tehilm 51

65 13 Tehilm 72

70 14 Asaf collection (50, 73-B3) Tehilm 73

75 15 2nd Brnei Korach collection (B4-BE)

B0 16 Structure & Story of Book IV

85 17 Tehilim 90

S0 18 Tehilim 92 - 070N 190

95 19 Tehilm 95-100

' - INXKAINI NNV
100 20 Tehilim 102 nrARnkNnheas
1 ?-X1NT 105 21  Tehilim 105-107 - transition from Book V-V [

110 27 Structure & Story of Book V 30 ectures
115 23 Tehilim 107 - structur e & context .
120 24 Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehilim 1-119 Onhne
125 25 Egyptian Halkel (113-118) and the Great Halkel (135-136) tehil i
130 26 Tehilim 118 - structur e and context WWW. IS
135 27 Tehilm 120-134 shirei hamaalot structure & sory
140 2B Tehilm 137 and the kst Psalter of David (138-145)
145 29 Tehilm 145 and Pesukei deZimra (146-150)
150 20 summary - Tehilim as arelgious journey



Summary

Explanation of Mizmor 8 —the world of the mizmor

Mizmor 8 as the central axis of Tehillim 3-14 according to the

contextual interpretation

The story of the first unit, Mizmorim 3-14, unit #1 of Book | (1-41)

To be continued...in unit #2 (15-25)
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