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The Narrative of Sefer Tehillim

Lecture #1

* Introduction to Contextual Interpretation of the Book of Tehillim
« Goals & syllabus of the 929 online course
* Tehillim 1-2 as a Prologue
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Narrative of Sefer Tehillim

Book IV Book I1I Book 11

Revival King David’s teaching & Life

Tamar Guttman
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Book IV

Book 111

Book 11

Revival King David’s teaching & Life
(:' C A’
{ \ A 0/(;“‘, P —a S |
RO
WR
wPRT
Book 5 Book 4 Book 3 Book 2 Book 1

The return to Zion and the
restoration of the kingdom of
the House of David (Ps 108-
110, 138-145) with songs of
praise and thanksgiving (the
Egyptian Hallel, the Great
Hallel); David praises God and
invites the whole world to
praise God together with him in
rebuilt Jerusalem (Ps 145-150).

Jerusalem is rebuilt from
scratch, David returns to her
with the Torah and harp (Ps
108, 3). His praise is heard all
over the world — ‘Each soul
will praise God, Hallelu-yah'.

The prayer of Moses during
crisis, the rehabilitation of
Israel in the Diaspora;
Acceptance of the Kingdom of
the God of nations in the
psalms of “God is King" (Ps
93, 97, 99), the return of the
Kingdom of David and the
rebuilding of Jerusalem (Ps
101, 102) with a prayer for the
return to Zion (Ps 106, 47).

The Torah of Moshe as part of
the building of Jerusalem — the
righteous flourishes like the
palm tree (Ps 92, 13). The
return of Zion from all over the
world with the acceptance of
the Kingdom of God by all the
nations of the world.

The poets of the Temple, Asaf
and the sons of Korach,
continue to pray for closeness
to God (Ps 73) and for God’s
compassion despite troubles
from enemies, the exile of
Israel and the destruction. The
kingdom of the House of David
exists in the memories and in
the prayers for the future to
come.

The Temple and Jerusalem
(left) may be destroyed, but the
vision and closeness to the
Temple remain (right).

The poets of the Temple, the
sons of Korach and Asaf, long
for Zion and the Temple. The
second collection 1’David (Ps
51-Ps 72) opens with David’s
response after his sin with Bat
Sheva and ends with a prayer
for the success of the complete
kingdom in the future.

David as a harp (Ps 58 v9) in
the Temple accompanies the
poets in their song and the
Cohanim in their Temple
service. The priestly crown
with the crown of royalty.

The poet's moral and religious
teachings, coping with evil,
good virtues of people and
closeness to God. (Almost) all
the Tehillim are attributed to
David. The psalmist wishes to
internalize the teachings of the
divine Torah (Ps 1 v2 - 40 v9).

David and his arms as a Torah
scroll, as the opening of the
Book of Tehillim (Ps 1) with
the walls of Jerusalem in the
background (Ps 2). The crown
of Torah with the crown of
royalty.
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Syliabus of 30 lectures (zoom, life, save cnwww.tehillim.org.i)

Introduction Contextual Interpretation of the Book of Tehim
The structure & storyof Book | (1-41) - Tehilim 1-2 as prologue
Cyclel (Tehiim 3-14) - reading Tehiim 8
Tehilm 18 and Shmuel 1l 22

Cyclell (Tehiim 15-24)

Cyclelll (Tehidim 25-34)

Cycle IV (Tehiim 35-41)

Tehilm 40 and its intetextually

Structure & Story of Book II-11l

Tehilm 42-43

Overview Tehiim 51-72

Tehilm 51

Tehilm 72

Asaf collection (50, 73-83) Tehilm 73
2nd Bnei Korach collection (84-88)
Structure & Story of Book IV

Tehilm 80

Teh:n:m 92 - 0'70N 190
EEN INXAIAI IMNYAO
Tehilm 102 _

Tehilm 105-107 - transition from Book V-V

Structure & Storyof BookV 30 [eCtuYeS
Tehilm 107 - structure & context On[.
Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehidim 1-119 tne

Egyptian Hallkel (113-118) and the Great Halkel (135-136)
Tehilm 119 - structure and context

Tehilm 120-134 shrei hamaalbot structure & sory
Tehilm 137 and the st Psalter of David (138-145)
Tehilm 145 and PesukeideZimra (146-150)

Summary - Tehilm as arelgious journey
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But his delight is in the Torah of the LORD; and in His This book of the Torah shall not depart out of thy mouth,
Torah he meditates day and night. but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,
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Then said I: “I come with the roll of a book which is
written on me, | delight to do Your will, O my G-od; yea,
Your Torah is in my inmost parts.’

By this | know that You delight in me
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Revival King David’s teaching & Life
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* Hossfeld FL, Zenger E: Psalmen 51-100 (HThKAT), Herder, Freiburg/Basel/Wien, 2000, 627-643.
« German (English Translation)
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* Wilson GH. The Editing of Hebrew Psalter SBLDS 76 Chico, 1985

« Zenger, Erich (ed) The composition of the book of Psalms 2010

* J. Clinton McCann (ed.) The Shape and Shaping of the Psalter, Journal for the Study of the Old
Testament, Sheffield Academic Press, 1993, Supplement Series 159

« Ballhorn, Egbert: Zum Telos des Psalters :der Textzusammenhang des Vierten und Fiinften
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