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“Mehadrin” in the Hanukka candle: Text, Halakha, and Ideology
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Moshe Benovitz, “n21m ©1110,” Zion 68 (2003), 5-40; Shamma Yehuda Friedman, “ 10 137000
PYTINN,” Leshonenu 67 (2005), 153-160; and Friedman, “nnayn nYmin Hw (191501 151N 1y 1vw,”
Zion 71 (2006), 5-40.

Is this hiddur mitzvah?

1. More than a third
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Rabbi Zera says that Rav Huna says, “For a mitzva, up to one-third.”

What is “one-third”? If we say one-third of his estate, if three mitzvot came to him, he would
give away his entire estate!

Rather, Rabbi Zera said, “for the beautification of a mitzvah, up to one-third of the mitzvah.”

In the West they say in the name of Rabbi Zera: “Up to a third comes from his own, from here on in, it
comes from the Holy One, Blessed be He.”
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It was taught in a baraita: “This is my God and I will glorify Him” — Be beautiful before Him with
mitzvot. Make a beautiful sukkah, a beautiful lulav, a beautiful shofar, beautiful ¢zitzit, a beautiful
Torah scroll, written for His sake, with beautiful ink, with a beautiful quill, by an expert scribe, and
wrap the scroll in beautiful silk fabric.
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Rambam, Hilkhot Megilla u-Hanukka, 4:1-3:
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How many candles does one light on Hanukkah?

Its basic obligation is that each and every house shall light one candle, whether the members
of the household were many or there was only one person there.

One who glorifies (mehadder) the mitzvah lights as many candles as there are
members of the household, a candle for each one, both men and women.

One who glorifies (mehadder) more than this and performs a mitzvah of the highest
order, lights a candle for each person on the first night, and then progressively adds
one each night.

How? If the members of the household were ten, on the first night he lights ten candles, and
on the second night twenty, and on the third night thirty, until he winds up lighting eighty on
the eighth night.

It is the widespread practice in all our cities in Spain that all the members of the household
should [together] light one candle on the first night, and they progressively add a candle each
night, such that on the eighth night they light eight candles, whether the members of the
household are many, or there is only one person.

Rashi’s commentary on Shabbat 21b
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Hiddushi R. Yitzhak Zeev Soloveitchik
(¥31) on Rambam, Hilkhot Hanukkah 4:1
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