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List of Persian Kings found in standard History Books: 
538  Cyrus        ׁכוֹרֶש 
530  Cambyses   אַרְתַּחְשַׁשְׂתָּא [? ] 
522  Darius I   ׁדָּרְיָוֶש      [492 Battle of Marathon] 

486  Xerxes   ׁאֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹש    [479 Battle of Salamis] 

465  Artexerxes  אַרְתַּחְשַׁסְתְּא    [Ezra / Nechemia] 
....  numerous other kings with similar names, e.g. Darius II, Artexerxes II etc. 
332 - Alexander the Great defeats Darius III 
320  -  Death of Alexander / fight over successor 
312  -  Battle of Gaza - 3x division  Greece/Syria/Egypt 
  = Year One "minyan shtarot" - The std. Greek/Roman Year   
  [ Example - Chanuka miracle = Year 148 M.S. = 164 BCE 
             Or "churban bayit sheni" = Year 380 M.S.] 
 
Calculations of 'Seder Olam'  [3rd century CE Tanaaim] 
 
From /Till Years Sum Source 
Creation    0     0 Breishit 1:1 
Birth of Avraham 1948 1948 Br. Chaps. 5 & 11 
Birth of Yitzchak 100 2048 Breishit 21:5 
Exodus  400 2448 Breishit 15:13  
Building First Temple 480 2928 I Kings 6:1 
Destruction First Temple 410 3338 Sefer Melachim  
Start 2nd Temple Darius Year 2   70 3408 Zecharya 1:12 
Alexander defeats Darius  34 3442 Daniel 11:1-7 (**) 
Death of Alexander 
"minyan shtarot" begins 

   6 3448 Seder Olam   
An assumption 

Second Temple destroyed 380 3928 Chazal / tradition 
 
** Based on '3 more Persian Kings' until Alexander the Great 

שְׁלֹשָׁה עוֹד -הִנֵּה; אֱמֶת אַגִּיד לָךְ, וְעַתָּה ב   .לוֹ, עָמְדִי לְמַחֲזִיק וּלְמָעוֹז- -לְדָרְיָוֶשׁ הַמָּדִי, וַאֲנִי בִּשְׁנַת אַחַת א
, ג וְעָמַד   .מַלְכוּת יָוָןת יָעִיר הַכּלֹ אֵ , וּכְחֶזְקָתוֹ בְעָשְׁרוֹ, גָּדוֹל מִכּלֹ-וְהָרְבִיעִי יַעֲשִׁיר עשֶֹׁר, מְלָכִים עמְֹדִים לְפָרַס

וְלאֹ ; לְאַרְבַּע רוּחוֹת הַשָּׁמָיִם, וְתֵחָץ, תִּשָּׁבֵר מַלְכוּתוֹ, וּכְעָמְדוֹ ד  .וְעָשָׂה כִּרְצוֹנוֹ, וּמָשַׁל מִמְשָׁל רַב ;מֶלֶךְ גִּבּוֹר

; שָׂרָיו-וּמִן, הַנֶּגֶב- מֶלֶךְ וְיֶחֱזַק ה  .אֵלֶּה-חֵרִים מִלְּבַדוְלַאֲ , כִּי תִנָּתֵשׁ מַלְכוּתוֹ-- וְלאֹ כְמָשְׁלוֹ אֲשֶׁר מָשָׁל, לְאַחֲרִיתוֹ
  .מִמְשָׁל רַב מֶמְשַׁלְתּוֹ, וְיֶחֱזַק עָלָיו וּמָשָׁל

The ‘three’ Persian Kings, from the book of Ezra: 
1. Koresh / 2.  Achashverosh (Megillat Esther) / 3.  Darius = Artachshasta 
 



The two [intentional (?)] ‘gaps’ in Sefer Ezra 
 
Year  1 Koresh   [ Ezra 1:1-7]  - the return of the Exile (“shivat tzion”) 
 
     GAP ‘one’    [= Achashverosh, according to Seder Olam] -----   > 
 
Year  2 Daryavesh   [Ezra 4:4-5]  - construction begins on 24 Kislev 
Year 6 Daryavesh   [Ezra 6:14-15] – construction completed 3 Adar 
 
     GAP  ‘two’    [classic history = Achashverosh ;  in Seder Olam - no gap!] 
  
Year  7 Artachshasta  [Ezra 6:14 thru 7:7],  Ezra makes Aliya from Persia 
    ========================== 

 
 

 


