
Source sheet #2  -  for shiur on: The ‘first responsa’ 

 

List of Persian Kings found in standard History Books: 

538  Cyrus        ׁכוֹרֶש 

530  Cambyses   א  [ ?] אַרְתַחְשַׁשְתָּ

522  Darius I   ׁוֶש רְיָּ  [Battle of Marathon 492]      דָּ

486  Xerxes   ׁאֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹש    [479 Battle of Salamis] 

465  Artexerxes  אַרְתַחְשַׁסְתְא    [Ezra / Nechemia] 

....  numerous other kings with similar names, e.g. Darius II, Artexerxes II etc. 

332 - Alexander the Great defeats Darius III 

320  -  Death of Alexander / fight over successor 

312  -  Battle of Gaza - 3x division  Greece/Syria/Egypt 
  = Year One "minyan shtarot" - The std. Greek/Roman Year   

  [ Example - Chanuka miracle = Year 148 M.S. = 164 BCE 

             Or "churban bayit sheni" = Year 380 M.S.] 

 

Calculations of 'Seder Olam'  [3rd century CE Tanaaim] 

 
From /Till Years Sum Source 

Creation    0     0 Breishit 1:1 

Birth of Avraham 1948 1948 Br. Chaps. 5 & 11 

Birth of Yitzchak 100 2048 Breishit 21:5 

Exodus  400 2448 Breishit 15:13  

Building First Temple 480 2928 I Kings 6:1 

Destruction First Temple 410 3338 Sefer Melachim  

Start 2nd Temple Darius Year 2   70 3408 Zecharya 1:12 

Alexander defeats Darius  34 3442 Daniel 11:1-7 (**) 

Death of Alexander 

"minyan shtarot" begins 

   6 3448 Seder Olam   

An assumption 

Second Temple destroyed 380 3928 Chazal / tradition 

 

** Based on '3 more Persian Kings' until Alexander the Great 

דִיוַאֲנִי בִשְׁנַת אַחַת א וֶשׁ הַמָּ רְיָּ עוֹז, לוֹ.--, לְדָּ מְדִי לְמַחֲזִיק וּלְמָּ ךְ; הִנֵה ב  עָּ ה, אֱמֶת אַגִיד לָּ ה עוֹד -וְעַתָּ שְׁלֹשָּׁ

רַס כִים עמְֹדִים לְפָּ רְבִיעִי יַעֲשִׁיר עֹשֶׁרמְלָּ עִיר הַכלֹ אֵ -, וְהָּ שְׁרוֹ, יָּ תוֹ בְעָּ דוֹל מִכלֹ, וּכְחֶזְקָּ ןת גָּ וָּ מַד,   .מַלְכוּת יָּ ג וְעָּ

ה כִרְצוֹנוֹ. מֶלֶךְ גִבוֹר; שָּ ל רַב, וְעָּ שַׁל מִמְשָּׁ יִם; וְלאֹ  ד  וּמָּ מָּ ץ, לְאַרְבַע רוּחוֹת הַשָּ בֵר מַלְכוּתוֹ, וְתֵחָּ מְדוֹ, תִשָּ וּכְעָּ

ל שָּׁ שְׁלוֹ אֲשֶׁר מָּ תֵשׁ מַלְכוּתוֹ, וְלַאֲ --לְאַחֲרִיתוֹ, וְלאֹ כְמָּ יו; -, וּמִןהַנֶגֶב-מֶלֶךְ וְיֶחֱזַק ה  אֵלֶה.-חֵרִים מִלְבַדכִי תִנָּ רָּ שָּ

ל רַב מֶמְשַׁלְתוֹ ל, מִמְשָּׁ שָּׁ יו וּמָּ לָּ   .וְיֶחֱזַק עָּ

The ‘three’ Persian Kings, from the book of Ezra: 

1. Koresh / 2.  Achashverosh (Megillat Esther) / 3.  Darius = Artachshasta 

 



The two [intentional (?)] ‘gaps’ in Sefer Ezra 
 
Year  1 Koresh   [ Ezra 1:1-7]  - the return of the Exile (“shivat tzion”) 

 

     GAP ‘one’    [= Achashverosh, according to Seder Olam 

Cambyses – according to classic history]  > 

 

Year  2 Daryavesh   [Ezra 4:4-5]  - construction begins on 24 Kislev 

Year 6 Daryavesh   [Ezra 6:14-15] – construction completed 3 Adar 

 

     GAP  ‘two’    [classic history = Achashverosh ; 

  in Seder Olam - no gap!] 

  

Year  7 Artachshasta  [Ezra 6:14 thru 7:7],  Ezra makes Aliya from Persia 

Year 20      “  - Nechemya makes ‘aliya’  [Nechemya chapter one] 

Years 32 & 34       “               Nechemya returns  [chapter 13] 

 

      GAP  ‘three’    [classic history = numerous Persian Kings till Darius III; 

 in Seder Olam – next year Alexander the Great kills Darius =Artachshasta 

  6 years later – the ‘Greek Year’ begins  

 

The Greek year systems after Battle of Gaza [= -312 BCE] 

        Ptolmey in Egypt 

        Selucuids in Syria 

        Demetrius in Macedonia 

 

Year 380 of Greek Year [“minyan shtarot”]  = the Second Temple is destroyed 

 

In approx. 11th century,  European jews start counting to ‘Creation’ 

            By adding 2448 +1000 = 3448 to Greek Year 

         So  .C.E. year +  3448 + 312  =  Jewish Year 

    ========================== 

 


