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Lecture #26 

• Twin Mizmorim 135-36 – Structure, messages & 

location in Book V

• Egyptian Hallel (113-118)  Hallel haGadol (135-136)

– Analogies, differences and narrative

• Both Hallel units as the structure of the Haggadah 137?
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Mizmor 135

Invitation to 

praise God

God is 

greater than 

all gods

Signs and 

wonders in 

the midst of 

Egypt

Israel blesses 

God in Zion

1 Halleluya, 

praise the name of the Lord, praise Him, servants of the Lord,

2 Who stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the house 

of our God. 3 Praise God for the Lord is good; sing to His name 

because He is pleasant. 4 For the Lord chose Jacob for Himself, 

Israel as His treasured possession.

5 For I know that the Lord is great, and our Master is above all 

gods. 6 All that the Lord wishes, He does in the heavens and on 

the earth, in the seas and all the depths. 7 He makes clouds 

ascend from the ends of the earth; He makes lightning for the 

rain; releases winds from His treasuries.

8 He struck down the firstborn of Egypt, from man to beast. 9 He 

sent signs and wonders into the midst of Egypt, to Pharaoh and 

all his servants.

10 He struck down many nations and slew mighty kings. 11 

Sihon the king of the Emorites and Og the king of the Bashan, 

and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 12 And He gave their lands as 

an inheritance, an inheritance to Israel His people. 13 Lord, Your 

name is eternal; Lord, Your remembrance is for all generations.

14 For the Lord will judge His people and relent for/take pity on 

His servants.

15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of man’s 

hands. 16 They have mouths but cannot speak; they have eyes 

but cannot see. 17 They have ears but do not listen; nor is there 

any breath in their mouths. 18 May their makers become like 

them, so too all who trust in them.

19 House of Israel, bless the Lord; House of Aaron, bless the 

Lord. 20 House of Levi, bless the Lord; you who fear the Lord, 

bless the Lord. 21 Blessed is the Lord from Zion, He Who dwells 

in Jerusalem. Halleluya!

Inheritance 

of the 

Emorites, 

Bashan and 

Canaanite 

kingdoms

Insignificance  

of idol 

worship and 

worshippers



הִכָּה יִםשֶׁ רָּ כוֹרֵי מִצְּ בְּ

ה הִכָּ גּוֹיִם רַבִיםשֶׁ

דִים  עֹמְּ בֵיתשֶׁ '  הבְּ

רוֹת  חַצְּ אֱלֹהֵינוּבֵיתבְּ

הַלְלוּ יָהּ

ם ההַלְלוּ 'אֶת שֵׁ

י ההַלְלוּ :'עַבְדֵׁ

הַלְלוּ יָהּ

י טוֹב ההַלְלוּ יָהּ  ' כִּ

ית ל  בֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ ' אֶת הבָרֲכוּיִּ

ית :'אֶת הבָרֲכוּאַהֲרֹן    בֵׁ

ית י     בֵׁ וִּ 'אֶת הבָרֲכוּהַלֵׁ

י ה רְאֵׁ :'אֶת הבָרֲכוּ'       יִּ

יּוֹן' הבָרוּךְ צִּ מִּ

יהַלְלוּ  'העַבְדֵׁ

עֲבָדָיובְפַרְעֹה וּבְכָל 

תְנֶחָםעֲבָדָיווְעַל  יִּ



“Intertextual Commentary”









Mizmor 136

The great 

wonders 

of creation

God’s 

wonders 

in the 

Exodus

Israel’s inheritance 

on the west bank of 

the Jordan

Ending: 

Rescuing Israel 

from their 

degradation

Invitation to 

praise/thank 

God

1 Praise/Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His kindness is 

forever.

2 Praise/Give thanks to the God of heavenly powers, for His kindness 

is forever.

3 Praise/Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His kindness is forever.

4 To Him Who alone performs great wonders, for His kindness is 

forever.

5 To Him Who made the heavens with wisdom, for His kindness is 

forever.

6 To Him Who spread the earth over the water, for His kindness is 

forever.

7 To Him Who made the great luminaries, for His kindness is forever.

8 The sun to rule by day, for His kindness is forever.

9 The moon and stars to rule by night, for His kindness is forever.

10 To Him Who smote the Egyptians through their firstborn, for His 

kindness is forever.

11 And He took Israel out from their midst, for His kindness is forever.

12 With a strong hand and with an outstretched arm, for His kindness 

is forever.

13 To Him Who split the Red Sea asunder, for His kindness is forever.

14 And led Israel through its midst, for His kindness is forever.

15 while He hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, for His 

kindness is forever.

16 To Him Who led His people in the desert, for His kindness is 

forever.

17 To Him Who struck down many kings, for His kindness is forever.

18 And slew mighty kings, for His kindness is forever.

19 Sihon the king of the Emorites, for His kindness is forever.

20 And Og the king of Bashan, for His kindness is forever.

21 And He gave their land as an inheritance, for His kindness is 

forever.

22 An inheritance to Israel His servant, for His kindness is forever.

23 Who remembered us in our lowliness, for His kindness is forever.

24 And He rescued us from our adversaries, for His kindness is 

forever.

25 Who gives food to all flesh, for His kindness is forever.

26 Praise/Give thanks to the Almighty of heaven, for His kindness is 

forever.
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כי טוב כי לעולם חסדו' הודו לההללו יה
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ה  : יא, ג"ירמיהו ל חָּ קוֹל שִמְּ שוֹן וְּ קוֹל שָּ

רִים  ה קוֹל אֹמְּ קוֹל כַלָּ ן וְּ תָּ ת ההוֹדוּקוֹל חָּ '  אֶׁ

אוֹת  בָּ דּוֹ ' כִי טוֹב הצְּ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ בִאִים  כִי לְּ מְּ

ה בֵית ה ץ  ' תּוֹדָּ רֶׁ אָּ בוּת  הָּ ת שְּ שִיב אֶׁ כִי אָּ

מַר ה רִאשֹנָּה אָּ בָּ :'כְּ

לוּ יָּהּ : א, ו"תהלים ק הַלְּ

כִי טוֹב' הוֹדוּ לַה

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ :כִי לְּ

'  הֹדוּ לַה:א, ז"תהלים ק

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ :כִי טוֹב כִי לְּ

כִי ' הוֹדוּ לַה: כ.ד-א, ח"קי

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ יאֹמַר  : טוֹב כִי לְּ

אֵל  רָּ א יִשְּ דּוֹנָּ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ :  כִי לְּ

א בֵית אַהֲרֹן  רוּ נָּ כִי יאֹמְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ א  : לְּ רוּ נָּ יאֹמְּ

אֵי ה דּוֹ' יִרְּ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ :..כִי לְּ

ם  ' הוֹדוּ לַה. עוֹלָּ כִי טוֹב כִי לְּ

דּוֹ :חַסְּ

:כו-א, ו"קל

כִי טוֹב' הוֹדוּ לַה

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ...  כִי לְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ כִי לְּ

ת ה: יא-י', עזרא ג הַלֵל אֶׁ ךְ  ' לְּ לֶׁ וִיד מֶׁ דֵי דָּּ עַל יְּ

אֵל רָּ הַלֵל : יִשְּ הוֹדֹת לַהוַיַעֲנוּ בְּ כִי טוֹב כִי ' וּבְּ

דּוֹ ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ ם הֵרִיעוּ לְּ עָּ ל הָּ כָּ אֵל וְּ רָּ עַל יִשְּ

הַלֵל לַה ה בְּ דוֹלָּ ה גְּ רוּעָּ :  'עַל הוּסַד בֵית ה' תְּ

דברי הימים 

:  מא.לד, ז"א ט

:  יג', ב ה

:  ג', ז

:כא', כ

דּוֹ' הוֹדוּ לַה ם חַסְּ עוֹלָּ כִי טוֹב כִי לְּ



ד"בס



ז  "ה ה"ירושלמי פסחים פ

?אי זו היא הלל הגדולה

הוֹדוּ לֵאלֹהֵי  ': פרנך בשם רבי חנינה' ר

אֱלֹהִים )ב, ו"תהלים קל(' הָּ

...מפני שירידת גשמים כלולה בהן... 

ם  'דכתיב ...  עוֹלָּ ר כִי לְּ שָּ ל בָּ כָּ ם לְּ חֶׁ נֹתֵן לֶׁ

דּוֹ .)כה, ו"תהלים קל(' חַסְּ

א "ח ע"בבלי פסחים קי

?  ולמה נקרא שמו הלל הגדול

מפני שהקדוש ברוך הוא : אמר רבי יוחנן

יושב ברומו של עולם ומחלק מזונות לכל  

.  בריה

הני עשרים וששה  : אמר רבי יהושע בן לוי

כנגד עשרים וששה דורות  -הודו כנגד מי 

ולא נתן  , שברא הקדוש ברוך הוא בעולמו

. וזן אותם בחסדו, להם תורה

Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 118a: And why is 

this section called the great Hallel? Rabbi 

Yochanan said: ‘‘Because this passage states the 

Holy One Blessed Be He, sits in the heights of the 

universe and dispenses food to every creature’’. 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: “the word hodu, 

praise/give thanks, is mentioned 26 times which 

corresponds to the 26 generations that the Holy 

One Blessed Be He created in this world and did 

not give the Torah, and survived only because 

God sustained through His mercy’’.

Jerusalem Talmud Pesachim 38a: 

Why did they call this Hallel the 

Great Hallel? Rav Franach in the 

name of Rabbi Chanina said: 

“Praise/Give thanks to the God of 

heavenly powers (Psalms 136, 

2)’’…because rainfall is included in 

them as it is written: “Who gives 

food to all flesh (Psalms 136, 25)’’
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