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Mizmor 135

1 Halleluya,

praise the name of the Lord, praise Him, servants of the Lord,
2 Who stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the house
of our God. 3 Praise God for the Lord is good; sing to His name
because He is pleasant. 4 For the Lord chose Jacob for Himself,
Israel as His treasured possession.

5 For | know that the Lord is great, and our Master is above all

Invitation to
praise God

SR

gods. 6 All that the Lord wishes, He does in the heavens and or God is
the earth, in the seas and all the depths. 7 He makes clouds 'ngﬁtggégan
ascend from the ends of the earth; He makes lightning for the
rain; releases winds from His treasuries.
8 He struck down the firstborn of Egypt, from man to beast. 9 He )} (" signsand )
sent signs and wonders into the midst of Egypt, to Pharaoh and wonders in
all his servants. the midst of

\ Egypt )

10 He struck down many nations and slew mighty kings. 11
Sihon the king of the Emorites and Og the king of the Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 12 And He gave their lands as

Inheritance
of the

an inheritance, an inheritance to Israel His people. 13 Lord, You Emorites,
name is eternal; Lord, Your remembrance is for all generations. Bé‘;gzznigd

14 For the Lord will judge His people and relent for/take pity on
His servants.

15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of man’s
hands. 16 They have mouths but cannot speak; they have eyes
but cannot see. 17 They have ears but do not listen; nor is there
any breath in their mouths. 18 May their makers become like

kingdoms

Insignificance
of idol
worship and
worshippers
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them, so too all who trust in them.

19 House of Israel, bless the Lord; House of Aaron, bless the
Lord. 20 House of Levi, bless the Lord; you who fear the Lord,
bless the Lord. 21 Blessed is the Lord from Zion, He Who dwells
in Jerusalem. Halleluya!

Israel blesses
God in Zion
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“Intertextual Commentary”
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Mizmor 136

1 Praise/Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His kindness is ™
forever.

2 Praise/Give thanks to the God of heavenly powers, for His kindness praise/thank
is forever. God

3 Praise/Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His kindness is forever.
4 To Him Who alone performs great wonders, for His kindness is
forever.

5 To Him Who made the heavens with wisdom, for His kindness is
forever. The great
6 To Him Who spread the earth over the water, for His kindness is wonders
forever.

7 To Him Who made the great luminaries, for His kindness is forever.
8 The sun to rule by day, for His kindness is forever.

9 The moon and stars to rule by night, for His kindness is forever.

10 To Him Who smote the Egyptians through their firstborn, for His
kindness is forever.

11 And He took Israel out from their midst, for His kindness is forever.
12 With a strong hand and with an outstretched arm, for His kindness

Invitation to

of creation

is forever. God's
13 To Him Who split the Red Sea asunder, for His kindness is forever. Wi‘:]”t‘;']eers
14 And led Israel through its midst, for His kindness is forever. Exodus

15 while He hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, for His
kindness is forever.

16 To Him Who led His people in the desert, for His kindness is
forever. <
17 To Him Who struck down many kings, for His kindness is forever.
18 And slew mighty kings, for His kindness is forever.

19 Sihon the king of the Emorites, for His kindness is forever.

20 And Og the king of Bashan, for His kindness is forever.

21 And He gave their land as an inheritance, for His kindness is
forever.

22 An inheritance to Israel His servant, for His kindness is forever.
23 Who remembered us in our lowliness, for His kindness is forever.
24 And He rescued us from our adversaries, for His kindness is
forever.

Israel’'s inheritance
on the west bank of
the Jordan

Ending:

. . . . Rescuing Israel
25 Who gives food to all flesh, for His kindness is forever. from their
26 Praise/Give thanks to the Almighty of heaven, for His kindness is degradation
forever.
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Jerusalem Talmud Pesachim 38a:
Why did they call this Hallel the
Great Hallel? Rav Franach in the
name of Rabbi Chanina said:
“Praise/Give thanks to the God of
heavenly powers (Psalms 136,
2)”...because rainfall is included in
them as it is written: “Who gives
food to all flesh (Psalms 136, 25)”
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Babylonian Talmud Pesachim 118a: And why is
this section called the great Hallel? Rabbi
Yochanan said: “Because this passage states the
Holy One Blessed Be He, sits in the heights of the
universe and dispenses food to every creature”.
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: “the word hodu,
praise/give thanks, is mentioned 26 times which
corresponds to the 26 generations that the Holy
One Blessed Be He created in this world and did
not give the Torah, and survived only because
God sustained through His mercy”.
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Contextual Interpretation of Tehillim

The Book of Psalms
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"And the truth is that each and

every mizmor stands alone"

Cowntextual nterpretation of the Psalter |
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Summary

* Twin Mizmorim 135-36 — Structure, messages &
location in Book V

* Egyptian Hallel (113-118) <~ Hallel haGadol (135-136)
— Analogies, differences and narrative

 Both Hallel units as the structure of the Haggadah
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