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Lecture #24
Mizmor 119 — Structure, Narrative & Messages
Mizmor 119 — Role of Location in Book V: 107-137
Analysis of beginning (a-x), Axis (7-3) & End (n-w)
Mizmor 119 & Book of Tehillim - Parallel Structure

« Comparison to Rav JB Soloveitchik’s philosophy (= Lecture 22)
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Ending:

Strengthening in God’s From danger to salvation
Torah in anticipation of the E Enemies endanger the

future

[ The Torah saves and gives I God’s Torah saves the

joy in life

The Torah brings one the Torah
closer to God and to request

help in the future

Axis and Turning Point:

life of the poet

poet who is connected to

Introduction:
First meeting of those
who follow God’s Torah

ﬁ Praise of God’s Torah

and those following its
path

E The poet learns Torah
from God and rejoices
init
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Perfection of the
path of those
who follow
God’s Torah

The poet wishes
to walk in the
way of the
Torah

Internalization of
God’s Torah in
the poet’s heart

Story and
happiness of the
poet in God’s
Torah
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Introduction: Aleph-Bet

1 Praiseworthy/Happy are those whose path is blameless, who follow the
Torah of the Lord.

2 Praiseworthy/happy are those who keep His precepts; who seek Him
wholeheartedly.

3 They do no injustice, they walk in His ways.

4 You commanded Your edicts, to be diligently observed.

5 It is my wish that my ways be established to keep Your statutes.

6 Then I will not be ashamed when | have regard for all Your
commandments.

7 1 give thanks to You with an upright heart when I learn Your laws.
8 | follow Your statutes; do not forsake me utterly.

9 How should a youth bring merit to his way? By observing it according to
Your word.

10 With all my heart | seek You; do not let me to stray from Your
commandments.

11 In my heart I store Your word, so that I should not sin against You.

12 Blessed are You, Lord; teach me Your statutes.

13 With my lips I recite all the laws of Your mouth.

14 1 rejoice in the path of Your precepts as over all riches.

15 I speak about your edicts and | look at Your ways.

16 I delight in Your statutes; | do not forget Your word.
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Danger of death
and longing for
God’s salvation

Danger from
pursuers and
request for
rescue

Torah —
Tikun Olam

The Torah
enlivens and
saves
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The Axis and Turning Point — Kaf and Lamed

81 My soul goes out in yearning for Your salvation; | hope for Your word.
82 My eyes pine for Your promise, saying, ""When will You console me?"

83 For | have become like a wineskin in steam; | have not forgotten Your
statutes.

84 How many are the days of Your servant? When will You pass judgment
upon my pursuers?

85 Evildoers have dug pits meant for me, they do not act according to Your
Torah.

86 All Your commandments are truth; yet they pursue me with lies; help me.
87 They almost destroyed me on earth, but | did not forsake Your edicts.

88 Give me life according to Your kindness, so I may follow the precept of Your
mouth.

89 Forever, Lord, Your word stands in the heavens.

90 Your faithfulness is for all generations; You established the earth and it
endures.

91 They stand today for Your judgment, for all are Your servants.

92 Had Your Torah not been-my-delight, I would have perished-in-my affliction.
93 1 will never forget Your edicts for through them You gave me life.

94 1 am Yours; save me for | sought Your edicts.

95 The wicked wish to destroy me; | ponder Your precepts.

96 | see an end to all great things; but Your commandments are exceedingly
broad.
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Love and joy in
Torah despite
enemies

Peace to those
who love Torah
and a promise
to keep the
Torah in the
future

The poet
arranges his
praise to God

The poet
requests God’s
help in enjoying
God’s Torah
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Ending- Shin and Taf

161 Princes pursue me without cause, but my heart is in awe of Your words.

162 | rejoice over Your word as one who finds great spoils.

163 | hate and abhor falsehood, | love Your Torah.

164 Seven times a day | praise You for Your righteous laws.

165 Those who love Your Torah know great peace, for them there is no
obstacle.

166 | await Your salvation, Lord, and I fulfilled Your commandments.

167 My soul follows Your precepts, and | love them exceedingly.

168 | follow Your edicts and Your precepts, for all my ways are before You.

169 May/Let my song of prayer come near before You, Lord; give me
understanding according to Your word.

170 May/Let my plea come before You; rescue me according to Your word.

171 My lips will utter praise, for You teach me Your statutes.

172 My tongue will proclaim Your word, for all Your commandments are
just.

173 Let Your hand be ready to help me, for | have chosen Your edicts.
174 1 yearn for Your salvation, Lord, and Your Torah is my delight.

175 Let my soul live and praise You, and may Your judgments help me.
176 1 have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your servant, for | do not
forget Your commandments.
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— Lecture 22
Book 5: Return to Zion and Revival of Israel in Her Homeland
Tehillim Mizmor 1 Mizmor (111-) 112 Mizmor 119
Happy/Fortunate is the man Halleluya Happy/Fortunate is Happy/Fortunate | =
His desire/delight is in the th: man \.:lrh:lfe_ars t/I:'e ::o:::' ) Temple are_tl';lety_ w:::) are ::ebuilding
Torah/law of the Lord and he w. © greatly desires/delights in uprig n < Jerusalem
. . His commandments... way, who walk
meditates on His Torah day > > .
R . R with/follow the
and night The righteous are gracious and
. R Torah/ law of the
full of compassion like God
Lord
I
Rav JB State A State B State C

Soloveitchik

Man of Halacha -visible and
hidden

Confidence — Fear

Man’s efforts to find the
absolute clash with God’s
command

Resemblance to God
Love Awe

A servant who does what his
master wants

Subjugation and obligation

To become comfortable with
experiencing God

Complacency in trust, inner
peace

Holiness

Devotion to God

Love of desire-devotion

Yearning of the soul for its

source

Running without flinching

One lives according to the
Torah and commandments in

great joy
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“And From There You Shall Seek”
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Summary

 Mizmor 119 — Structure, Narrative & Messages

* Mizmor 119 — Role of Its Location in Book V: 107-137
« Analysis of beginning (a-x), Axis (7-3) & End (n-w)

* Mizmor 119 <& Book of Tehillim - Parallel Structure

« Comparison to Rav JB Soloveitchik’s philosophy (= Lecture 22)
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Syllabus for English 929

5 mizmorim fwesk #gof llabus of 30 kectures (zoom, Iife, sve onwww tehillim.org d)
accftplan of 929 lecture

5 1  Cortextual Interpretation of Tehilim; Prologue [1-2)
10 2 Thestructure of Book | (1-41); Unit | {3-14) and B as its center
15 3 Cyclell {Tehiim 15-24) and 18 as itscenter
20 4 Tehilim 18 and Shmuel Il 22
25 5  Cyclelll (Tehilim 25-34)
30 6  CycleV (Tehilim 35-41)
—m 35 ¥ Tehilim 40 and its intetextualily
q* q 40 B Structure & 5tory of Book -1
(( — )) 45 9 Tehilm42-43
Poacast 50 10 Owerview Tehilim 51-72
55 11  Tehilim 51
B0 12 Tehilm72
55 13 Asaf collection (50, 73-83)
Fil) 14 2nd Brnei Korach collection (84-88 Tehilim 73
75 15 Structure & Story of Book IV
20 16 TEh_”_m -0 The Book of Psalms
< B 17 Tehilm92 .
S A 00 18  Tehilim 95-100 lnteqr:preﬁtwn &
25 13 Tehilim 102 eacnings
Psal ms 1-150 100 20 Tehilim 105-107 - transition from Book V-V

105 21  Structure & Story of Book ¥ - Tehilim 107 [

110 22 Tehilim 111-112, comparisonto Tehilim 1+ 115 30 etheS

115 23 Eeyptian Halkel {113-118) and the Great Hallel (135-136) a

170 24 Tehilim 119 - structure and context On[me

125 25  Tehilim 120-134 shirei hamaskot structure & story T :

noo 7w nTan * 130 26  Hallel haGadol (135-136) - comparisonwith 113-118 www.tehillim.org.il
* Pesach Haggadah 135 27  Tehilim 137 and the kst Psaiter of David (138-145)

140 28  Tehilim 145

145 29  Pesuke defimra (145-150)

150 30 Summary - Tehilim asarelgiousjourney



