Yitro: Isaiah 6:1-13, 7:1-6, 9:5-6

The Vision
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Our sages said that “died” here is used for became a leper; for when Uzziah entered
the temple to offer the incense, the earthquake took place. This may be true; but nn
can also be taken literally, in which case, the death of Uzziah must be placed in the
same year in which Isaiah became prophet. No objection can be raised from “In the
days of Uzziah” (1:1), since even months might have passed [between Isaiah’s initiation
as prophet and the death of Uzziah]. This chapter contains the first prophecy of Isaiah.
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Four are considered dead [while still alive]: the blind, the leprous, one who has gone
bankrupt, and one who is childless.



The Prophet’s Reaction
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with smoke. (5) Then said |: Woe is
me! for | am undone; Because | am
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said: 'Here am |; send me.' (9) And
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(1) And the child Samuel ministered
unto the Lord before Eli. And the
word of the Lord was precious in
those days; there was no frequent
vision. (2) And it came to pass at
that time, when Eli was laid down in
his place — now his eyes had
begun to wax dim, that he could not
see— (3) and the lamp of God was
not yet gone out, and Samuel was
laid down to sleep in the temple of
the Lord, where the ark of God was,
(4) that the Lord called Samuel; and
he said: 'Here am |.' (5) And he ran
unto Eli, and said: 'Here am |[; for
thou didst call me." And he said: 'l
called not; lie down again.' And he
went and lay down. (6) And the Lord
called yet again Samuel. And
Samuel arose and went to Eli, and
said: 'Here am |[; for thou didst call
me.' And he answered: 'l called not,
my son; lie down again." (7) Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord,
neither was the word of the Lord yet
revealed unto him. (8) And the Lord
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(1) And the child Samuel ministered
unto the Lord before Eli. And the
word of the Lord was precious in
those days; there was no frequent
vision. (2) And it came to pass at
that time, when Eli was laid down in
his place — now his eyes had
begun to wax dim, that he could not
see— (3) and the lamp of God was
not yet gone out, and Samuel was
laid down to sleep in the temple of
the Lord, where the ark of God was,
(4) that the Lord called Samuel; and
he said: 'Here am |."' (5) And he ran
unto Eli, and said: 'Here am |; for
thou didst call me." And he said: 'l
called not; lie down again.' And he
went and lay down. (6) And the Lord
called yet again Samuel. And
Samuel arose and went to Eli, and
said: 'Here am |; for thou didst call
me.' And he answered: 'l called not,
my son; lie down again.' (7) Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord,
neither was the word of the Lord yet

revealed unto him. ENARGIRENIGH
[FEVESISENIRTGNAIR =) And the Lord

called Samuel again the third time.
And he arose and went to Eli, and
said: 'Here am |[; for thou didst call
me."' And Eli perceived that the Lord
was calling the child. (9) Therefore
Eli said unto Samuel: 'Go, lie down;
and it shall be, if thou be called, that
thou shalt say: Speak, Lord; for Thy
servant heareth.! So Samuel went

and lay down in his place. (10) And
the Lord came, and stood, and
called as at other times: 'Samuel,
Samuel." Then Samuel said:
'Speak; for Thy servant heareth.'
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His Mission (should he accept it)

of the Lord, saying: Whom shall | 4« a TP OMTOEeR wE R T
send, And who will go for us? Then n\ R ’J'rN :717 N\ yuwm (n)
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Hear ye indeed, but understand not;
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hearing with their ears, And TY AR () 15 ND“ :w1 Lo
understanding with their heart, IRY DR WK T RN TR 0N
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said [|: 'Lord, how long?' And He
answered: 'Until cities be waste
without inhabitant, And houses
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without man, And the land become naY1 NMwp A3 T () PIRA
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have removed men far away, And VD Y DI na¥n n;"?@;
the forsaken places be many in the i ) o A
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be yet a tenth in it, it shall again be
eaten up; as a terebinth, and as an

oak, whose stock remaineth, when _
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they cast their leaves, so the holy
seed shall be the stock thereof.'
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- saw the sequence of sight, - and comprehension as highly suggestive:

First of all, we come to recognize the Creator through the sense of sight on account of
His myriad deeds and creations. Then, by means of ongoing tradition [which is
transmitted orally], and, finally, by intellectual proofs (cf. Isaiah 40:21) ...

These three ingredients—sense perception, tradition, and reason—are the standard medieval
foundations of religious belief. Malbim implied that they have to be exercised in a particular
order in order to produce the best results. Neither sense perception nor tradition is reliable
without passing the test of reason.
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Like the terebinth and like the oak which, at the time of their casting, when they cast
off their leaves during the fall, one casting after another casting, until nothing is left in
it except the trunk, they too, the holy seed found in its midst, adhering to their
holiness, they will be to Me as the trunk.

[Their remnant will be in merit of the righteous in their midst.]
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They will be consumed like the terebinth and oak that shed their leaves in the winter
and appear to be dried up. “Casting off” refers to shedding their leave. Despite this,
“their stock remains,” meaning the stay upright because their moisture remains within
them even if they appear to be dried out, because in the spring the leaves will blossom
again. Thus “the holy seed will be their stock;” even though they will all be exiled, do
not think that they will perish in exile and never return to their land. They will blossom
and flourish and return to their land.

[The entire nation merits survival.]



Aram & Ephraim vs. Judah

(1) And it came to pass in the days
of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son
of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin
the king of Aram, and Pekah the
son of Remaliah, king of Israel,
went up to Jerusalem
against it; but could not prevail
against it. (2) And it was told the
house of David, saying: 'Aram is
confederate with Ephraim." And his
heart was moved, and the heart of
his people, as the trees of the forest
are moved with the wind. (3) Then

to war
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A Prophecy to King Ahaz

said the Lord unto Isaiah: 'Go forth
now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-
jashub thy son, at the end of the
conduit of the upper pool, in the
highway of the fullers' field; (4) and
say unto him: Keep calm, and be
quiet; fear not, neither let thy heart
be faint, because of these two tails
of smoking firebrands, for the fierce
anger of Rezin and Aram, and of
the son of Remaliah. (5) Because
Aram hath counselled evil against
thee, Ephraim also, and the son of
Remaliah, saying: (6) Let us go up
against Judah, and vex it, and let us
make a breach therein for us, and
set up a king in the midst of it, even
the son of Tabeel; (7) thus saith the
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A Prophecy about King Messiah

0w

burning, for fuel of fire. (5) For a
child is born unto us, A son is given
unto us; And the government is
upon his shoulder; And his name is
called Pele-joez-el-gibbor- Abi-ad-
sar-shalom; (6) That the government
may be increased, And of peace
there be no end, Upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, To
establish it, and to uphold it
Through justice and through
righteousness From henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the Lord
of hosts doth perform this. (7) The
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