VaYigash: Judah and Joseph; Ending Sibling Rivalry
Ezekiel 37:15-28

15-17: Introducing the Vision
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18-20: Identifying the Pieces
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stick of Judah, and make them one
stick, and they shall be one in My
hand. (20) And the sticks whereon
thou writest shall be in thy hand
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The symbolism of many joined into one is familiar to us from the midrashic interpretation of the
stones Jacob placed about his head when he slept in Bethel. Could there have been twelve?




21-23: Interpretation; Political and Spiritual Unification

“(21) And say unto

them: Thus saith the Lord God:
Behold, | will take the children of
from among the nations,
whither they are gone, and will gather
them on every side, and bring them
into their own land; (22) and | will
make them one nation in the land,
upon the mountains of Israel, and
one king shall be king to them all; and
they shall be no more two nations,
neither shall they be divided into twb
kingdoms any more at all; (23) neither
shall they defile themselves any more
with their idols, with  their
detestable things, nor with any of
their transgressions; but | will save
them out of all their dwelling-places,
wherein they have sinned, and will
cleanse them; so shall they be My
people, and | will be their God. (24)
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the house of Joseph. (29) And it came
to pass at that time, when Jeroboam
went out of Jerusalem, that the
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found
him in the way; now Ahijahhad clad
himself with a new garment; and they
two were alone in the field. (30) And
Ahijah laid hold of the new garment
that was on him, and rent it in twelve
pieces. (31) And he said to Jeroboam:
'Take thee ten pieces; for thus saith
the Lord, the God of Israel: Behold, |
will rend the kingdom out of the hand
of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to
thee— (32) but he shall have one
tribe, for My servant David's sake,
and for Jerusalem's sake, the city
which | have chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel— (33) because that
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We are also acquainted with the opposite symbolism: a whole item taken apart. The prophet
Ahijah the Shilonite tore the robe of Jeroboam ben Nebat into twelve pieces, returning ten to
him (to symbolize the ten tribes of the northern kingdom of Ephraim) and keeping two (to
symbolize the two tribes of the southern kingdom of Judah).

24-28: Restoration of Davidic Monarchy and Temple

And My servant David shall be king
over them, and they all shall have
one shepherd; they shall also walk in
Mine ordinances, and observe My
statutes, and do them. (25) And they
shall dwell in the land that | have
Jacob My servant,
wherein your fathers dwelt; and they

given unto

shall dwell therein, they, and their
children, and their children's children,
for ever; and David My servant shall
be their prince for ever. (26) Moreover
| will make ‘a covenant of peace with
them — it shall be an everlasting
covenant with them; and | will
establish them, and multiply them,
and will set My sanctuary in the midst
of them for ever. (27) My dwelling-
place also shall be over them; and |
will be their God, and they shall be
My people. (28) And the nations shall
know that | am the Lord that sanctify
Israel, when My sanctuary shall be in
the midst of them for ever.'
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The Background—37:1-14
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Messiah, Son of Joseph
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Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the Messiah, the son of David (May
he reveal himself speedily in our days!), ‘Ask of me anything, and | will give it to thee’, as it is
said, “l will tell of the decree” etc. “This day have | begotten thee, ask of me and | will give the
nations for thy inheritance.” But when he will see that the Messiah the son of Joseph is slain, he
will say to Him, ‘Lord of the Universe, | ask of Thee only the gift of life’.’As to life’, He would
answer him, ‘Your father David has already prophesied this concerning you’, as it is said, He
asked life of thee, thou gavest it him, [even length of days for ever and ever].
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“And the Lord showed me four craftsmen.” Who are these ‘four craftsmen’? — R. Hana b. Bizna
citing R. Simeon Hasida replied: The Messiah the son of David, the Messiah the son of Joseph,
Elijah, and the Righteous Priest. R. Shesheth objected, If so, was it correct to write, “These are
the horns which scattered Judah,” seeing that they came to turn [them] back?— The other
answered him, Go to the end of the verse: “These then are come to frighten them, to cast down
the horns of the nations, which lifted up their horns against the Land of Judah, to scatter it” etc.
Why, said R. Shesheth to him, should | argue with Hana in Aggada?

“And this shall be peace: when the Assyrian shall come into our land, and when he shall tread in
our palaces, then shall we raise up against him seven shepherds and eight princes among men.”
Who are the “seven shepherds”? — David in the middle, Adam, Seth and Methuselah on his
right, and Abraham, Jacob and Moses on his left. And who are the “eight princes among men”?
— Jesse, Saul, Samuel, Amos, Zephaniah, Zedekiah, the Messiah, and Elijah.






