Parashat Parah Ezekiel 36:16-38 (S:36)

God’s Name Desecrated

God.' (16) Moreover the word of the
Lord came unto me, saying: (17)
'Son of man, when the house of
Israel dwelt in their own land, they
defiled it by their way and by their
doings; their way before Me was as
the uncleanness of a woman in her
impurity. (18) Wherefore | poured out
My fury upon them for the blood
which they had shed upon the land,
and because they had defiled it with
their idols; (19) and | scattered them
among the nations, and they were
dispersed through the countries;
according to their way and
according to their doings | judged
them. (20) And when they came
unto the nations, whither they
came, they profaned My holy name;
in that men said of them: These are
the people of the Lord, and are
gone forth out of His land. (21) But |
had pity for My holy name, which
the house of Israel had profaned
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(25) The _: therefore | punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out her
inhabitants. (26) You therefore shall keep my statutes and my ordinances, and shall not do any
of these abominations; neither the native-born, nor the stranger who lives as a foreigner
among you; (27) for all these abominations have the men of the land done, that were before



you, and _; (28) that the land not vomit you out also, when _,

as it vomited out the nation that was before you.
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(4) her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that

sheis -; for that is abomination before Hashem: and you shall not _,

which Hashem your God gives you for an inheritance.
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(33) ““So you shall _ in which you are: for _; and no

expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him

who shed it. (34) _ which you inhabit, in the midst of which I dwell:

for I, Hashem, dwell in the midst of the children of Israel.”
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(22) If a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be put to death, and you hang him
on a tree; (23) his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him the

same day; for he who is hanged is accursed of God; that you _ which

Hashem your God gives you for an inheritance.
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Since Israel is called, metaphorically, God’s spouse, [the prophet] compared her to a
menstruant whose husband distances her while she is unclean but draws her near once she is
purified. So God exiles Israel on account of its sins, but will eventually restore them once they
repent and are purified of sin.
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A close reading reveals that the verb that is translated here as “they came,” in the plural, is
actually written in the singular: “he came” (vayavo’). As Rashi noted, that is consistent with the
prophet’s address of the “House of Israel” as a singular collective noun (17); however, the
Midrash resolved the discrepancy by identifying the singular subject as God Himself, who, as it
were, went into exile along with His people.

God’s Name Sanctified
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came. (22) Therefore say unto the

house of Israel: Thus saith the Lord
God: | do not this for your sake, O
house of lIsrael, but for My holy
name, which ye have profaned
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For when the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land hear of it, they will compass us

round, and cut off our name from the earth; and _
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among the nations, whither vye
came. (23) And | will sanctify My
great which hath been
profaned among the nations, which

name,

and gather you out of all the
countries, and will bring you into
your own land. 25 And | will

With your sweet savour will | accept you, when | bring you out from the peoples, and gather
you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and | will be sanctified in you in the
sight of the nations.
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Spiritual and Physical Redemption

own land. (25) And | will sprinkle 4

clean water upon you, and ye shall
be clean; from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your
idols, will | cleanse you. (26) A new
heart also will | give you, and a new
spirit will | put within you; and | will
take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you a heart of
flesh. (27) And | will put My spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in
My statutes, and ye shall keep Mine
ordinances, and do them. (28) And ye
shall dwell in the land that | gave to
your fathers; and ye shall be My
people, and | will be your God. (29)
And | will save you from all your
uncleannesses; and | will call for the
corn, and will increase it, and lay no
famine upon you. (30) And | will
multiply the fruit of the tree, and the
increase of the field, that ye may
receive no more the reproach of
famine among the nations. (31) Then
shall ye remember your evil ways,
and your doings that were not good;
and ye shall loathe yourselves in
your own sight for your iniquities and ~
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Metaphorically, just as the impure person is purified by immersion in water and sprinkling of
the [ashes of the red heifer], so is one whose impurity is due to sin purified through atonement.
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The Land Re-fertilized and Rebuilt
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You shall be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of the sky for multitude because
you didn’t listen to the voice of Hashem your God.
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Even all the nations shall say, “Why has Hashem done thus to this land? What does the heat of
this great anger mean”?

The Population Increased
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saith the Lord God: | will yet for this
be inquired of by the house of
Israel, to do it for them; | will
increase them with men like a flock.
(38) As the flock for sacrifice, as the
flock of Jerusalem in her appointed
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seasons, so shall the waste cities
be filled with flocks of men; and
they shall know that | am the Lord.'
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(7) And Josiah gave to the children of the people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all of them for
the Passover-offerings, unto all that were present, to the number of thirty thousand, and three
thousand bullocks; these were of the king's substance. (8) And his princes gave willingly unto
the people, to the priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, the rulers of the
house of God, gave unto the priests for the Passover-offerings two thousand and six hundred
[small cattle], and three hundred oxen. (9) Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel, his
brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave unto the Levites
for the Passover-offerings five thousand [small cattle], and five hundred oxen.
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But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to My
people Israel; for they are at hand to come.



R. Abba said: There is no “end” (Y1) more visible than the one stated: “You, mountains
of Israel, present your branches and bear your fruits to My people, Israel, for they are
approaching.” (Sanhedrin 98a)

The representation of redemption and renewal as a fruit-bearing tree recalls the opening line of
the Prayer for the Welfare of the State of Israel (hatefillah lishlom hamedinah):

Our Father in heaven, rock of Israel and its redeemer, bless the State of Israel, the first
flourishing of our redemption.



