
2 Maccabees 10:5-8 (King James) 
5 Now upon the same day that the strangers profaned the temple, on the very same day it was 
cleansed again, even the five and twentieth day of the same month, which is Casleu. 6 And they 
kept the eight days with gladness, as in the feast of the tabernacles, remembering that not long 
afore they had held the feast of the tabernacles, when as they wandered in the mountains and 
dens like beasts. 7 Therefore they bare branches, and fair boughs, and palms also, and sang 
psalms unto him that had given them good success in cleansing his place. 8 They ordained also 
by a common statute and decree, that every year those days should be kept of the whole 
nation of the Jews. 

1 Maccabees 4: 41-53 (King James) 
41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he 
had cleansed the Sanctuary. 42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had 
pleasure in the law. 43 Who cleansed the Sanctuary and bare out the defiled stones into an 
unclean place. 44 And when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings 
which was profaned, 45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to 
them, because the heathen had defiled it; wherefore they pulled it down, 46 And laid up the 
stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a Prophet, 
to shew what should be done with them. 47 Then they took whole stones according to the law, 
and built a new altar, according to the former: 48 And made up the Sanctuary, and the things 
that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. 49 They made also new holy vessels, and 
into the temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of incense, 
and the table. 50 And upon the altar they burnt incense, and the lamps that were upon the 
candlestick they lighted, that they might give light in the temple. 51 Furthermore they set the 
loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished all the works which they had 
begun to make. 52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, (which is called the 
month Casleu) in the hundred forty and eight year they rose up betimes in the morning, 53 And 
offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had 
made. 

Miscellaneous Sources 

On the 25th [of Kislev], they rested (made camp?) טקלה ילבש(   ה"כ ונח( 
8 lights, following the ruling of Beit Hillel םהרדובא(   ללה תיבכ הכלהו תורנ ח( 
Therefore it is called Hanukkah on account of the 
dedication of the altar that had been taken apart 
and they rebuilt it 

 תכונח םש לע הכונח ארקנ ךכיפלו
 )עורז רוא(   והואנבו רתסנש חבזמה

The 25th word in the Torah is רוא  ? 
The 25th site in which the Israelites camped after 
the exodus from Egypt was הנומשח  (Nu 33).  

? 

 

 



Zachariah 2:14-17 The Background 

 

 ןיאו ןורתפל ןתינה םולחל תומוד תוארמ הב שי יכ דואמ איה המותס - הירכז תאובנ :י"שר"
 בשייל בל ןתא תלוכיה יפלו .קדצ הרומ אבי דע ונורתפ תתימא לע דומעל םילוכי ונא
 .ןתנוי לש תונורתפ רחאו ,ול תומודה תונורתפה ןמ דחא דחא תוארקמה

The prophecy of Zachariah is very enigmatic. It contains many things that resemble 
dreams that ought to be open to interpretation, yet we are unable to determine their 
true meaning until the arrival of a righteous teacher. To the best of my ability, I will 
endeavor to settle each verse in an appropriate interpretation following those of 
[Targum] Yonatan. 

Zachariah, along with Haggai and Malachi, prophesied to Israel during the Second Temple era 
when, perhaps, prophetic activity decreased in quality as well as quantity, hence many of the 
prophecies of Zachariah, in particular, are singularly obscure. This may also account for the fact 
that Zechariah reports his visions and conversations through the internediary of an angel. 

 

3:1-10: Introducing Joshua the High Priest 

 יַּגַח דַיְּב 'ה רַבְד הָיָה ׁשֶדֹחַל דָחֶא םֹויְּב יִּׁשִּׁשַה ׁשֶדֹחַּב Kֶלֶּמַה ׁשֶוָיְרָדְל םִיַּתְׁש תַנְׁשִּב א:א יגח
 .רֹמאֵל לֹודָּגַה ןֵהֹּכַה קָדָצֹוהְי ןֶּב ַעֻׁשֹוהְי לֶאְו הָדּוהְי תַחַּפ לֵאיִּתְלַאְׁש ןֶּב לֶבָּבֻרְז לֶא איִבָּנַה

In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the 
word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying: 
 

 ןֵהֹּכַה קָדָצֹוהְי ןֶּב ַעֻׁשֹוהְי ַחּור תֶאְו הָדּוהְי תַחַּפ לֵאיִּתְלַׁש ןֶּב לֶבָּבֻרְז ַחּור תֶא 'ה רַעָּיַו די :א יגח
 .םֶהיֵה]ֱא תֹואָבְצ 'ה תיֵבְּב הָכאָלְמ ּוׂשֲעַּיַו ּואֹבָּיַו םָעָה תיִרֵאְׁש לֹּכ ַחּור תֶאְו לֹודָּגַה

And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, house. 
 



  

More than half the appearances of Satan in Tanakh are in the Book of Job. In his first 
appearance there, God asks him “From where do you come?” to which he replies: ץֶרָאָּב טּוּׁשִמ 

ּהָּב Kֵּלַהְתִהֵמּו , going to and fro in the earth (1:7-8). There are those who maintain that the noun 
Satan derives from the verb SH-U-T and means the one who goes about (furtively?) looking to 
catch people in their faults. 

   Germany, 1365)- (1427רפוש תוכלה )םיגהנמ( ל"ירהמ רפס
 ".ונטשל ונימי לע דמןע ןטשהו" ביתכד .ןטשה םשש ןימי דצל רפושה יפ ךופהל ךירצ

One should turn the mouth of the shofar to the right side, because that is where Satan is. To 
wit: “The Satan stood on his right to accuse him.” 

 חָמְצִי ויָּתְחַּתִמּו ֹומְׁש חַמֶצ ׁשיִא הֵּנִה רֹמאֵל תֹואָבְצ י"י רַמָא הֹּכ רֹמאֵל ויָלֵא ָּתְרַמָאְו ב"י:'ו הירכז
 .י"י לַכיֵה תֶא הָנָבּו

Speak unto him, saying: Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying: Behold, a man whose name is 
the Shoot, and who shall shoot up out of his place, and build the temple of the Lord; 



4:1-7 The Seven-lamped Candlestick 

 

א"ע ,ד"כ ןירדהנס   
 ”.הילע םיתיז םינשו“ 'וגו ”םידמועה רהציה ינב ינש הלא רמאיו“
 .תיז ןמשכ הכלהב הזל הז םיחונש לארשי ץראבש םימכח ידימלת ולא קחצי יבר רמא - רהצי
 ."תיזכ הכלהב הזל הז ןירורמש לבבבש םימכח ידימלת ולא - הילע םיתיז םינשו

“The two anointed ones” refers to scholars in the Land of Israel who are as pleasant to ne 
another in Halakhah as olive oil. “Two olives upon it” refers to scholars in Babylonia who are 
as acrimonious to one another in Halakhah as two olives.  

 


