2 Maccabees 10:5-8 (King James)

5 Now upon the same day that the strangers profaned the temple, on the very same day it was
cleansed again, even the five and twentieth day of the same month, which is Casleu. 6 And they
kept the eight days with gladness, as in the feast of the tabernacles, remembering that not long
afore they had held the feast of the tabernacles, when as they wandered in the mountains and
dens like beasts. 7 Therefore they bare branches, and fair boughs, and palms also, and sang
psalms unto him that had given them good success in cleansing his place. 8 They ordained also
by a common statute and decree, that every year those days should be kept of the whole
nation of the Jews.
1 Maccabees 4: 41-53 (King James)
41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he
had cleansed the Sanctuary. 42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had
pleasure in the law. 43 Who cleansed the Sanctuary and bare out the defiled stones into an
unclean place. 44 And when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings
which was profaned, 45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to
them, because the heathen had defiled it; wherefore they pulled it down, 46 And laid up the
stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a Prophet,
to shew what should be done with them. 47 Then they took whole stones according to the law,
and built a new altar, according to the former: 48 And made up the Sanctuary, and the things
that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. 49 They made also new holy vessels, and
into the temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of incense,
and the table. 50 And upon the altar they burnt incense, and the lamps that were upon the
candlestick they lighted, that they might give light in the temple. 51 Furthermore they set the
loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished all the works which they had
begun to make. 52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, (which is called the
month Casleu) in the hundred forty and eight year they rose up betimes in the morning, 53 And
offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had
made.
Miscellaneous Sources
On the 25th [of Kislev], they rested (made camp?)
8 lights, following the ruling of Beit Hillel
Therefore it is called Hanukkah on account of the
dedication of the altar that had been taken apart
and they rebuilt it
The 25th word in the Torah is אור
The 25th site in which the Israelites camped after
the exodus from Egypt was ( חשמונהNu 33).
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Zachariah 2:14-17 The Background

 סתומה היא מאוד כי יש בה מראות דומות לחלום הניתן לפתרון ואין-  נבואת זכריה:"רש"י
 ו ל פ י ה י כ ו ל ת א ת ן ל ב ל י י ש ב. א נ ו יכ ול ים ל ע מ וד ע ל א מ ית ת פ ת ר ו נ ו ע ד י ב א מ ו ר ה צ ד ק
. וא ח ר פ ת ר ונות ש ל יונת ן, ה מ ק רא ות א ח ד א ח ד מ ן ה פת רונות ה דומ ות לו
The prophecy of Zachariah is very enigmatic. It contains many things that resemble
dreams that ought to be open to interpretation, yet we are unable to determine their
true meaning until the arrival of a righteous teacher. To the best of my ability, I will
endeavor to settle each verse in an appropriate interpretation following those of
[Targum] Yonatan.
Zachariah, along with Haggai and Malachi, prophesied to Israel during the Second Temple era
when, perhaps, prophetic activity decreased in quality as well as quantity, hence many of the
prophecies of Zachariah, in particular, are singularly obscure. This may also account for the fact
that Zechariah reports his visions and conversations through the internediary of an angel.

3:1-10: Introducing Joshua the High Priest

 ַבֹּחֶדשׁ ַהִשִּׁשּׁי ְבּיֹום ֶאָחד ַלֹחֶדשׁ ָהָיה ְדַבר ה' ְבַּיד ַחַגּיKא ִבְּשַׁנת ְשַׁתִּים ְלָד ְרָיֶושׁ ַהֶמֶּל:חגי א
.ַהָנִּביא ֶאל ְזֻרָבֶּבל ֶבּן ְשׁאְַלִתּיֵאל ַפַּחת ְיהוָּדה ְוֶאל ְיהֹוֻשַׁע ֶבּן ְיהֹוָצָדק ַהֹכֵּהן ַהָגּדֹול ֵלאֹמר
In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the
word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying:

 יד ַוָיַּער ה' ֶאת רוַּח ְזֻרָבֶּבל ֶבּן ַשְׁלִתּיֵאל ַפַּחת ְיהוָּדה ְוֶאת רוַּח ְיהֹוֻשַׁע ֶבּן ְיהֹוָצָדק ַהֹכֵּהן:חגי א
.ַהָגּדֹול ְוֶאת רוַּח ֹכּל ְשֵׁא ִרית ָהָעם ַוָיֹּבאוּ ַוַיֲּעשׂוּ ְמָלאָכה ְבֵּבית ה' ְצָבאֹות ֱא[ֵהיֶהם
And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the
people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, house.

More than half the appearances of Satan in Tanakh are in the Book of Job. In his first
appearance there, God asks him “From where do you come?” to which he replies: ִמשּׁוּט ָבּאֶָרץ
 ָבּהּKוֵּמִהְתַהֵלּ, going to and fro in the earth (1:7-8). There are those who maintain that the noun
Satan derives from the verb SH-U-T and means the one who goes about (furtively?) looking to
catch people in their faults.
(Germany, 1365-1427) שופר
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One should turn the mouth of the shofar to the right side, because that is where Satan is. To
wit: “The Satan stood on his right to accuse him.”

י"ב ְואַָמ ְרָתּ ֵאָליו ֵלאֹמר ֹכּה אַָמר י"י ְצָבאֹות ֵלאֹמר ִהֵנּה ִאישׁ ֶצַמח ְשׁמֹו וִּמַתְּחָתּיו ִיְצָמח:'זכריה ו
.וָּבָנה ֶאת ֵהיַכל י"י
Speak unto him, saying: Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying: Behold, a man whose name is
the Shoot, and who shall shoot up out of his place, and build the temple of the Lord;

4:1-7 The Seven-lamped Candlestick

 ע " א, ס נ ה ד ר ין כ " ד
.”“ויאמר אלה שני בני היצהר העומדים” וגו' “ושנים זיתים עליה
.  א מ ר ר ב י יצ ח ק א ל ו ת ל מ יד י ח כ מ ים ש ב א ר ץ יש ר א ל ש נ ו ח ים זה ל זה ב ה ל כ ה כ ש מ ן זית- יצ ה ר
". אלו תלמידי חכמים שבבבל שמרורין זה לזה בהלכה כזית- ושנים זיתים עליה
“The two anointed ones” refers to scholars in the Land of Israel who are as pleasant to ne
another in Halakhah as olive oil. “Two olives upon it” refers to scholars in Babylonia who are
as acrimonious to one another in Halakhah as two olives.

