MINYAN & TEFILLA BE-TZIBBUR

THE TENTH
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Berachot 47b-48a

For Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Even though they said a minor laid in his cradle
is not included in [the three] to make a zimmun, we make him an adjunct of the ten
[for reciting it with God’s name]. And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Nine [free men]
and a bondsman can join together [for zimmun]. They raised an objection [based on
a baraita]: It happened with Rabbi Eliezer that he entered the synagogue and did not
find ten [for minyan], and he freed his bondsman and completed the ten. [That
implies that] if he frees the bondsman, yes [he counts] and if not, no [he doesn'].
[Rather, they] needed two [to complete the minyan]. One bondsman he freed and the
other was able to help discharge the obligation [while still a bondsman]...And the
practical halacha is not like any of these teachings...
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Tosafot Ri Sirleon, Berachot 47b, s.v. asher

This is the responsum of Rabbeinu Tam...Rabbi added to their words that even [a
minor] laid in his cradle [could count], because the Shechina dwells upon every group
of ten. For when we learn “And | will be sanctified,” it makes no difference whether
minor or adult, so long as there be nine adults, for more than one we don’t say [is
admissible] regarding a bondsman, for there is not so much honor of Heaven in that.
A bondsman too is included in “And | will be sanctified,” for the Shechina dwells upon
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all who are obligated in mitzvot and are benei berit [included in the covenant or in
circumcision]...The end of the Teshuva. Also Rebbe [Ri] responded to me: Even
though his honor Rabbeinu Tam permitted making a minor an adjunct for ten

[for zimmun] and for prayer without a chumash in his hand, this was not his practice,
and he did not actually do this...Also Rebbe [Ri] did not wish to make a minor or

a Sefer Torah an adjunct for tefilla...
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Mordechai Berachot 173

| found in the name of Rabbeinu Simcha [of Speyer]: A bondsman and a woman can
be counted [as tenth for a minyan], whether for tefilla or for “baruch Elokeinu”

[in zimmunl].
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Beit Yosef OC 55

It is written in Mordechai in the name of Rabbeinu Simcha that a bondsman and a
woman can [be counted in] the ten for tefilla and birkat ha-mazon. It is clear that this
is in accordance with the explanation of Rabbeinu Tam, who ruled like Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi regarding a single bondsman joining. Rabbeinu Simcha
reasoned that this should also apply to a woman, because in every case a woman is
equivalent to a bondsman [with respect to exemption from positive time-

bound mitzvot]. Since Rabbeinu Tam himself did not want to act this way in practice,
who can be lenient in the matter? Thus the practice has been not to count a woman
at all.
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Shulchan Aruch Ha-Rav OC 55:5
There are those who say that a woman, bondsman, or minor cannot become the
tenth for a minyan in any situation but all ten must be free adult males who have
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grown two hairs [as a sign of maturity]...and this is the fundamental halacha. Even
s0, one should not protest those who are lenient in a pressing situation to count him
[a minor] with a chumash in his hand or even without a chumash since they have
someone upon whom they can rely...

COMMUNAL PRAYER
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Chayyei Adam [:19

The essence of tefilla be-tzibbur [prayer in the community] is Shemoneh Esrei, which
is that ten adult men pray together, and not as the masses think that the essence of
praying with ten is just to hear Kaddish, Kedusha, and Barechu...
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Rambam Tefilla 8:4

How is tefillat ha-tzibbur [conducted]? One person prays out loud and everyone
listens. This cannot be done with fewer than ten adult free men. And the shaliach
tzibbur is one of them.
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Mishna Rosh Ha-shana 4:9

Just as a shaliach tzibbur [prayer leader] is obligated [to recite the Amida], each and
every individual is obligated. Rabban Gamliel says: The shaliach tzibbur discharges
the obligation for the masses.
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Rosh Ha-shana 34b

Rabban Gamliel said to them: According to your words, why does the shaliach
tzibbur lead prayers [lit., go down before the aron]? They said to him: In order to
discharge the obligation of a person who is inexpert [in reciting the Amida]...Rabbi
Yochanan said: The halacha is like Rabban Gamliel regarding the berachot of Rosh
Ha-shana and Yom Kippur.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 124:1

After they [the tzibbur] have finished their prayer, the shaliach tzibbur repeats the
prayer, so that if there is someone who does not know how to pray, he can have
intention to what he [the shaliach tzibbur] says and discharge his obligation through
it.

ALTOR NN NMwn

172N12 K79 NN XN D71Y7 n79N0 1IN [ NYw=] Y ' npn
TN NYW=] N7 Y WUN RN 'R 1'RY ' [N01DN N NNK DYO=]
[ImaIn

Mishna Berura 124:12

They enacted that the shaliach tzibbur always repeat the tefilla, lest there be one
time in the synagogue someone who is inexpert and the shali’ach tzibbur discharge
his obligation.

SHALIACH TZIBBUR
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Responsa Maharil 97

For tefilla is avoda [a term for worship used for sacrifices]...Also, they [the men of the
Great Assembly] connected them [the daily prayers] to the daily sacrifices. Thus you
learn that when a shaliach tzibbur prays or offers a communal sacrifice, if a few [of
the tzibbur] don’t want his avoda, how can they discharge their obligation?
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Reshimat Shiurim Gri'd Soloveitchik Sukka 38a, p. 187

Tefillat ha-tzibbur is not a tefilla of ten individuals, but a distinct tefilla entity of its
own...The shaliach tzibbur prays on behalf of the tzibbur—and the individual who is
inexpert discharges his tefilla obligation by virtue of participating in tefillat ha-tzibbur.
The individual discharges his obligation through the tzibbur, but not through the
regular principle of shomei’a ke-oneh [listening is tantamount to responding] as in
other berachot. In shomeji’a ke-oneh throughout the Torah, an individual discharges
another individual’s obligation. But in Keri’'at Shema and in tefilla, it is the tzibbur that
discharges the individuals’ obligations.
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Meiri, Berachot 47b

A davar she-bikdusha is not entrusted to women
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Responsa Chavot Yair 222

A woman is commanded in kiddush Hashem

PARTICIPATING
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Reshimat Shiiurim Gri'd Soloveitchik Sukka 38a, p. 183

The halacha of women in these matters is that they are not able to establish

the minyan which makes [communal] tefilla obligatory and fitting...Or to be shaliach
tzibbur to discharge the obligation of the masses in tefilla...even so, when there is a
minyan of men, a woman also joins them as part of the entity of the tzibbur that
prays, and the shaliach tzibbur discharges her obligation...
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Yalkut Shim'oni Eikev 846

A story of a woman who became very old and came before Rabbi Yosei ben
Chalafta. She said to him: Rabbi, | have become too old....And | seek to exit the
world. He said to her: What mitzva do you have the habit of doing every day? She
said to him: | have the habit, where even if | have something cherished, | leave it and
rise early for synagogue every day. He said to her: Keep yourself from synagogue for
three consecutive days. She went and did that, and on the third day she became sick
and died
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Sota 22a

This widow who had a synagogue in her neighborhood. Every day, she would come
and pray in the beit midrash of Rabbi Yochanan. He said to her: My daughter, isn’t
there a synagogue in your neighborhood? She said to him: Rebbe, but do | not
receive reward for the [extra] steps.
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Yad Elivahu Pesakim 7

Question: If there is in a synagogue a minor or a minyan of six or seven men who did
not pray and three prayed, and thus they can only fulfill the mitzvot of Kaddish and
Barechu and Kedusha, but this does not count toward tefilla be-tzibbur unless ten
men pray together [silently]...Is a women’s prayer is considered part of the tzibbur
[for the purpose of the silent Amida]? And it seems to me...that we do not count them
[towards a minyan] for Kaddish and Kedusha...but it must be that the prayer of
women and bondsmen counts toward [a minyan for the silent] communal prayer.

OBLIGATION
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Maharil Minhagim, Laws of Eiruvei Chatzerot

To pray in a quorum of ten is not so much of a mitzva, as a person is able to pray
with intention at home, for we do not find that the sages required a person to pray
with ten.
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Tur OC 90

A person should only pray in synagogue with the tzibbur...
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Responsa Shevut Ya'akov lll:54

For the woman is not commanded at all to pray with ten...
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Eliezer Roke'ach, Dirge, quoted in Avraham Grossman, Chassidot U-moredot
(Jerusalem: Merkaz Zalman Shazar, 2003), 313. Translation for Deracheha,
Shoshana Cohen

Speaker of supplication, breathed into the air/ A thumping heartbeat of confession on
all days/ To the soul of all life, and all believers’ ways./ Declaiming preparation of
fragrant incense/ Proclaiming ten commandments in a voice intense./ She taught
women lovingly across all lands/ And made ancient songs sweet with loving hands./
Arrangement of prayers — morn and eve — she arrayed./ To the synagogue she came
early, and late she stayed
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Berachot 3la

It was taught in a Baraita, Rabbi Yehuda said: Thus was the practice of Rabbi Akiva.
When he would pray with the tzibbur, he would shorten his prayer and go up [quickly]
out of concern for burdening the tzibbur. But when he would pray on his own, a
person would leave him in one corner and find him in another corner. So much
[movement] why? Because of his bowing and prostrating.

WOMEN PRAYING TOGETHER
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Teshuvot Ve-hanhagot II1:57

When there are even three, there is a positive quality, as it is said “magnify God with
me and we will raise up His name together.” So, too, God does not despise the
prayer of the many, as is explained in Berachot (8a). And “the many” is three...Itis a
positive quality to pray together as three, and when it is impossible to pray in a
minyan, and there are three or more together, God accepts the tefilla more than
when alone, even though it is not as preferred as a tzibbur.
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