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GOD AND COMMUNAL PRAYER
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Yerushalmi Berachot 3:3
Does it not make sense regarding tefilla that each and every person should request
mercy for themselves!?
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Berachot 8a
Rabbi Natan says: Whence do we know that God does not despise the prayer of the
many? For it is said, “Behold God is great and will not despise.”
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Berachot 6a

Ravin bar Rav Ada said Rabbi Yitzchak said: Whence do we know that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, is found in the synagogue? For it is said, “God stands in the Lord’s
assembly [eida].” Whence do we know that ten who pray have the Shechina with
them? For it is said, “God stands in the Lord’s assembly [eida].”...Whence do we
know that three who sit in judgment have the Shechina with them?...Whence do we
know that two who sit and learn Torah have the Shechina with them?...Whence do
we know that even one who sits and learns Torah has the Shechina with him? ...
And once it's so even with one, do we need to mention two? With two, their matters
are written in the book of remembrance, with one, his matters are not written in the
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book of remembrance...And once it's so even with three, do we need to mention ten?
For ten, the Shechina arrives before them. For three, not till they sit [in judgment].
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Bereishit 18:32

And he said: Please let my Lord not be angry and | will speak even this time.
Perhaps there will be found there ten. And He [God] said: | will not destroy on
account of the ten.
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Shemot 18:25

And Moshe chose men of valor from all of Israel and appointed them as heads of the
people: leaders of thousands, leaders of hundreds, leaders of fifties, and leaders of
tens.
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Mishna Megqilla 4:3

We do not make an abbreviated communal repetition of Shema [for those who
missed saying it], and we do not pass before the aron kodesh [as a prayer leader],
and they [the kohanim] do not raise their hands [to bless the congregation], and we
do not read from the Torah, and we do not read haftara from the Prophets...with
fewer than ten.
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Berachot 21b
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Rav Ada bar Ahava said: Whence do we know that an individual does not
recite Kedusha? As it is said, “And | will be sanctified within the children of Israel.”
Every davar she-bikdusha should not be recited with fewer than ten.
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Masechet Soferim 10:6
...And we do not recite Kaddish and Barechu with fewer than ten.
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Aruch Ha-shulchan OC 55
Therefore, for Kaddish and Kedusha and Barechu, when there aren’t ten, they
shouldn’t recite it because the Shechina dwells among ten.
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Vayikra 22:32
And you [pl.] shall not desecrate My holy name, and | will be sanctified [ve-nikdashti]

within Benei Yisrael, | am God Who sanctifies you [pl.].
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Meqilla 23b

From where do we derive these things [in the mishna]? Rabbi Chiyya son of Abba
said Rabbi Yochanan said: For the verse says, “And | will be sanctified within [be-
toch] the children of Israel” (Vayikra 22:32). Every davar she-bikdusha [matter of
sanctity] should not be with fewer than ten. What implies this? For Rabbi Chiyya
taught: We learn from “toch“-“toch.” Here it is written “And | will be sanctified within

[be-toch] the children of Israel.” There it is written, “Separate from within [mi-toch]
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the assembly [eida]” (Bemidbar 16:21). And we learn from “eida“-“eida.” For it is
written there [regarding the spies], “until when will this wicked assembly [eida]
persist?” (Bemidbar 14:27) Just as there [eida] is ten, so too here it is ten.
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Yerushalmi Meqilla 4:4

Rav Ba and Rav Yosei in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: It is said here “eida” and it is
said there (Bemidbar 14:27) “until when will this wicked assembly [eida] persist?”
Just as eida there [in the case of the spies] refers to ten, so too here it is ten. Rabbi
Simon said: It says here “toch” and it says there (Bereishit 42:5) “The sons of Israel
came to purchase food among [be-toch] those who came [to Egypt].” Just

as toch that is said there is ten, so, too, here it is ten...
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Ran on the Rif Megilla 13b (Rif pagination)
These matters are all learned as asmachta. They are rabbinic, because the order of
prayer is itself rabbinic.

WHO COUNTS
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Responsa lggerot Moshe, OC 1V:49

For with respect to sanctity, they [women] are equal to men ...
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Siddur Rav Sa'adya Ga'on
The minimum number of a tzibbur is ten men who have reached puberty.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 55:1

They recite Kaddish. And we do not recite it with fewer than ten free adult males who
have grown two hairs [as a sign of maturation], and this is also the law

for Kedusha and Barechu, that they are not said with fewer than ten.

Example
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Shulchan Aruch Ha-Rav OC 55

There is no assembly “eida” of fewer than ten, for it is said, “until when will this
wicked assembly persist?” Subtract from them [the twelve spies] Yehoshua and
Calev, and ten remain. This assembly must all be of free adult males who have
grown two hairs [as a sign of maturation], just as the “assembly” that was spoken of
there. But women and bondsmen and minors do not join.
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Ra'avan Berachot 185

For we say, “every davar she-bikdusha [matter of sanctity] should not be said with
fewer than ten.” We learn it from “And | will be sanctified within the children of Israel.”
And we learn toch-toch from “to purchase food among [be-toch] those who came [to
Egypt].” There they were ten, as it is written, “And the ten brothers of Yosef went
down [to Egypt].” And all of them were men.

Midrash-style Reading
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Orchot Chayyim | Laws of Tefilla 75

They all need to be men and no women can be counted, as it is written “And | will be
sanctified within the benei Yisrael [the sons of Israel].” And not benot Yisrael [the
daughters of Israel].
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Sanhedrin 74a-b

All transgressions in the Torah, if you tell a person to transgress them rather than be
killed, he should transgress them rather than be killed, except for idolatry, illicit
relations, and murder...You might think this true even in public, The verse teaches us
” And you shall not desecrate My holy name, and | will be sanctified ” How many is
public? Rabbi Ya’akov said Rabbi Yochanan said: Public is no fewer than ten...Come
and learn, for Rav Yannai brother of Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba taught: We learn from
“toch®-“toch®. Here it is written, “And | will be sanctified within (be-toch) the children of
Israel, and there it is written separate from within (mi-toch) the assembly. Just as
there it is ten and they are all Jews, so, too, here it is ten and they are all Jews.
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Pitchei Teshuva YD 157:7

Also in the matter of whether women count for this: perhaps we say that they are
excluded based on the language “benei Yisrael” and not “benot Yisrael.” But
apparently it means specifically Yisrael [of Israelite descent] and not converts...
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Responsa Yabi'a Omer IV:9
...It would seem that one can say that devarim she-bikdusha are different, with
respect to all the ten needing to be together....But regarding martyrdom, we do not
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require that they be together...One cannot compare the law of martyrdom to devarim
she-bikdusha, for women do not count toward devarim she-bikdusha.
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Responsa lggerot Moshe OC 1:23

Just as he is obligated in martyrdom to sanctify God’s name even in front of ten
heretics and violators of Halacha if they, too, are Jews...If so, it must be that in the
matter of reciting devarim she-bikdusha that [Shabbat violators] count [toward the
minyan of ten].
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Rav Pe'alim Il OC 62

Regarding the law of the Chanuka candle, which we light and recite a beracha over
in synagogue in order to publicize the miracle ...For one can say that it works for
women to combine [with men to a quorum of ten] in order to publicize the miracle.
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Chiddushei Ritva Megilla 4a
Heare, where the ten are only for merely publicizing the miracle...since they [women]
are obligated in megilla reading, they count, from my teacher.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 690:18

Megilla on the 14" and 15", one needs to make an effort to [read with] ten, and if it is
not possible with ten, we read it individually. Rema: There is a doubt as to whether
women count towards the ten.

Passage in Berachot
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Berachot 45b
But behold 100 women are considered comparable to two men, and yet it teaches
“‘women make a zimmun for themselves”!
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Tosafot Berachot 45b s.v. But Behold

But behold 100 women are considered comparable to two men: with respect to a
group for prayer and for any matter [davar] that is with ten. Even so, we consider
them [the women] as three [for zimmun]....Rashi explained it as comparable to two
men with respect to [lack of] obligation [in zimmun], for they [three women] are not
obligated to recite zimmun [as three men are], but if they want they can

recite zimmun...

Obligation
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Beit Ha-bechira of Me'iri, Megilla 5a
Whatever requires ten, there are those who say that once the obligation of women is
equal to [the obligation] of men, they count toward the minyan.

Representation
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Bemidbar 1:2-3

Take a census of the assembly of the children of Israel, according to their families,
according to their fathers’ houses, in the number of names, every male by head
count. From twenty years old and up, all who go out to the army in Israel, you shall
count them according to their legions, you and Aharon.
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Levush OC 55:4

These ten need to be ten adult males ... as it is written (Vayikra 22:32) “And | will be
sanctified within benei Yisrael...,” which means that with every davar she-

bikdusha [matter of sanctity] they will sanctify me within benei Yisrael. And it is not
called “within benei Yisrael” except with ten, based on a gezera shava “toch-toch” ...
and afterwards a gezera shava of “eida-eida”.... The default meaning of “benei
Yisrael” throughout the Torah refers to adult males, and a bondsman or woman or
minor do not count [toward a minyan] because they are not obligated in [all] mitzvot.
There are those who allow nine in combination with a minor since he is able to reach
obligation overall in mitzvot.... But all the great halachic authorities disagree with this
and prohibit it, and | have not seen leniency in practice even in a pressing situation.
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Magen Avraham 46:9
For the entire Torah was said in masculine language, and even so a woman is
included....
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