Who is the Achashverosh of Megillat Esther?
For Torah in Motion class #16/ by Menachem Leibtag -

I Megillat Esther - who's the author, who's the audiencel
Considering “author's intent” when studying the books of the Bible
A. "shir ha'shirim” -purpose of its composition / “peshat” vs. “drash”
B. Divrei ha'Yamim - ‘chronicle’ or ‘composition’ / when & why
C. Ezra/Nechemya - as a ‘continuation’ of Divrei ha'Yamim / & why

II. Application of concept to study of Megilat Esther
A. Who composed the book, and why - & why canonized?
B. Logical to assume it relates to God's relationship with His People
Biggest question - Why isn't God's name mentioned
C. Time period of Megilat Esther, based on Biblical & historical sources
D. Prophetic purpose of Megilat Esther in light of Chagi & Zecharya

IIT. Sources
A. Ezra chapter 1 - the FIRST Persian king = Cyrus / Koresh
Hence Achashverosh must be AFTER Cyrusl!
B. Ezra 4:1-6, the 'gap’ [building freeze] from Koresh till Daryavesh
Logical to assume - another king between them
Possibly Achashverosh - based on Ezra 4:7 / but unclear
[Note Year of Darius in book of Chagai - construction begins]
C. Ezra 6:14-20 - dedication of Second Temple / Daryavesh year 6
D. Ezra 7:1-8 - showing Aliyah of Ezra during Year 7 of Artachshasta
E. Chagai 1:1-9 - reflecting apathy prior to Year 2 of Daryavesh
F. Zecharya 1:1-17 - Hopes of rebuilding - Year 2 of Daryavesh
Note especially 1:12 - 70 years since Temple was destroyed
6. Zecharya chapter 7 thru 8 - Year 4 of Daryavesh - re: fast days

IV. Review - The two intentional (?) ‘gaps’ in the book of Ezra
Year 1 of Koresh [see Ezra 1:1-7] - the return of the Exile ("shivat tzion")
-> GAP ‘one’ -between Koresh & Daryavesh
= Achashverosh, according to Seder Olam,
=Cambyses, according to History] >
Year 2 Daryavesh [Ezra 4:4-5] - construction begins on 24 Kislev
Year 4 - Daryavesh {Zecharya 7 & 8] - Question re: keeping the 'fast days’
Year 6 Daryavesh [Ezra 6:14-15] - construction completed 3 Adar



- GAP ‘two’ - between Daryavesh & Artachshashta

= Achashverosh; according to classic history / in Seder Olam = same King!
Year 7 Artachshasta [Ezra 6:14 thru 7:7], Ezra makes Aliya from Persia
Years 20->34 Nechemya visits Jerusalem, rebuilds city wall (see 1:1, 2:1, 13:6)

V. Matching with the classic List of Persian Kings
538 Cyrus = w7id
530 Cambyses =? KniwnmaR [possibly King in Rahum letters/ see Ezra chapters 4-6]
522 DariusI = w1 [492 Battle of Marathon]
486 Xerxes = wimwnk [=king of Megillat Esther?] [479 Battle of Salamis]
465 Artexerxes = xpownmir [Ezra (7:7) / Nechemya (1:1)]

If so, GAP TWO = Achashverosh

[especially considering that there are at least 14 years of his reign]

VI. If we follow Seder Olam - ONLY one possibility:
First Persian King: = Koresh
Achashverosh - must be herel
Last Persion King: = Daryevesh = Artachshasta

Big question - can events in Megilla fit Seder Olam?

VII. Calculating the years between Koresh & Daryevesh

Two sets of 70 years
Yirmiyahu - 70 years of Babylonian rule
From year 4 Yehoyakim till Year 1 of Koresh
[see Yirmiyahu 25:1; 25:8-14; 29:10-14]
Zecharya - 70 years of Destruction
From 11 Tzidkiyahu till Year 2 of Darius
[see Zecharya 1:12]

Let's consider this, based on the conclusions of Seder Olam



Calculating years from the Exodus ftill the end of Tanach:

"minyan shtarot" begins

From /Till Years | Sum | Source

Yetziat Mitzraim = The Exodus 1 1 | Bamidbar 1:1

Building First Temple 480 480 | I Kings 6:1 - explicit
Destruction First Temple 410 890 | Calculated -from 19 kings
Start 2nd Temple Darius Year 2 70 960 | Zecharya 1:12 - explicit

Last event in Tanach / 34 Artexeres | 33 993 | Nech 13:6, if Darius=Artexerxes
Next year Alexander conquers Elam 1 994 | Seder Olam (assumption)
Alexander conquers all of Persia 6 1000 | Chazal / tradition

Avoda Zara 10a

Therefore: Jewish Year from Exodus = Greek Year + 1000

The Greek Year began in 312 BCE/

Therefore: Greek year today = 2021 +312 or 2333

If Exodus was 1000 years before, then this year is 3333 [since the Exodus]

If Exodus too place in 2448 [see calculation below]

2448 +3333= 5781

If Darius was last Persian king, then Megilla must take
place BEFORE Darius, and hence within the "70 years
of Zecharya"“- and hence BEFORE Temple was rebuilt

Let's see if it can fit:




A. Yirmiyahu's 70 years vs. Zecharya's --

Seder Olam

Bavel | Event King Year | Source Persia
1 | Newuchadnezar reigns 4 Yehoyakim | Yirm 25:1 -
7 |Yehoyachin exiled /Exile I |11 Yehoykm |II Kings 24:1-12 | -
18 | Temple destroyed/Exile II |11 Tzidkyhu |II Kings 25:1-8 | -
70 | Cyrus Declaration - Return |1 Koresh Ezra 1:1-3 1
73 Achashverosh begins reign | 3 Koresh Daniel 10:1 3
76 Achashverosh's big party |3 Achashv. |Esther 1:3 6
85 Purim victory / miracle 12 Achashv | Esther 3:7 15
87 Darius succeeds Achashv. |14 Achashv | Midrash 17
88 Work begins on Bayit II 2 Darius Chagai 2:15 18
[note overlap of 18 years] |70 since Churbn | Zecharya 1:12

VIII. - Re-examining Megilat Esther - in light of Chagi/ Zecharya

Parallels between Zecharya and Megillat Esther

ZECHARYA MEGILLAT ESTHER

1:1-3 1:11-12

1:8-12,16 2:7 [re:Hadas /see Mes. Megilla 13a]
6:8-10

2:5-8 9:19

7:4-9 9:22

8:16-19 9:22, 9:29-31!

A. The strange details in chapter 1 - Intl. ramifications of a Queen not obeying
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B. A strange 'Jewish (?) name’, and genealogy back 4 generations
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Historical Background - Megillat Esther - detailed sources

Ezra Chapter 1
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1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying: 2 'Thus saith
Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth hath the
LORD, the God of heaven, given me; and He hath charged
me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3
Whosoever there is among you of all His people--his God be
with him--let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and
build the house of the LORD, the God of Israel, He is the God
who is in Jerusalem. 4 And whosoever is left, in any place
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts,
beside the freewill-offering for the house of God which is in
Jerusalem.'

5 Then rose up the heads of fathers' houses of Judah and
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, even all whose
spirit God had stirred to go up to build the house of the
LORD which is in Jerusalem.... 7 Also Cyrus the king brought
forth the vessels of the house of the LORD, which
Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and
had put them in the house of his gods; 8 even those did
Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath
the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the
prince of Judah.

Yirmiyahu Chapter 29
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word toward you, in causing you to
return to this place...And ye shall call
upon Me, and go, and pray unto Me,
and | will hearken unto you.

13 And ye shall seek Me, and find Me,
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Haggai Chapter 1
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Zechariah Chapters 1 & 2 [also during second year of King Darius]
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Sefer Zecharya, chapter 8 - Year 4 of King Darius

In response to the question - if there is a need to continue fasting
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X. Who is ‘the King' [ 'The King' (?)]
553 ,00¥7 13 710 NN TNN-DY MY --YINYNN 9105 1100 MNN N 3 P79 NON
PN 72921,0°03 0PN 7290 SDT-NN) ,0y-520 DNV 090 TMIPR MY TN

.onnY MY

XI. The 'strange’ laws of Purim - /Feasting instead of fasting
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XII. The 'strange’ second letter - explaining the first -"shalom v'emet”
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