Would the 'second Isaiah' consider Lord Balfour the 'second Cyrus'

Outline for Torah in Motion class #21/ by Menachem Leibtag -

Intro -re : Goal of our series -
Biblical precedents to appreciate modern controversies
Explain title / topic
Purpose of Prophecy -to predict history or to shape it
[Can a prophet have his own opinion?]

I. Is it possible to see 'Hand of God' in historical events
w/o prophet to provide a genuine interpretation
See Tehillim 107 & Tehillim 105

II. Return before teshuva, or after teshuva
Yirmiyahu 29:10—14 vs Yechezkel chapter 36

III. What happens after return ?
“geulah” - third cup, or fourth cup?
" Acharit ha'yamim' according to Issiah (chapter 2)

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning
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Judah and Jerusalem.
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mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established as
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. . g us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of
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the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
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. nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
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Relate to last week's shiur - Zecharya 8:20-23

Re: the “ish Yehudi” after fast days become feast days

And to Shlomo's tefilla in I Kings chapter 8)
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of Thy people Israel, when he shall come out of a
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Thy mighty hand, and of Thine outstretched arm-
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do according to all that the stranger calleth to
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Israel, and that they may know that Thy name is

'—n'—_] ﬂ’;lD'b)_’ N?P) :[)3\’)-73 yn)_’._r?1 ,hN‘!W’ called upon this house which | have built.
DI WX

IV. An outline of Sefer Yeshayahu

13-23: Rebuke of the nations
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24-35 : 'Poetic’ prophecies, [misc.]

1-12 : Rebuke of Am Yisrael, From Uziyahu thru Chizkiyahu

36-39 : An historical ‘appendix’ [Sefer Melachim style]
40->66 : Visions of 'Comfort’ [in academia - Deutero Isaiah]

Review Ezra Chapter 1 / the prophetic call to return
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1 lin the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, at the
time of the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Jeremiah —God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia, that he proclaimed: 2 'Thus says Cyrus
king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth hath
the LORD, the God of heaven, given me; He has
charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem.

3 Whosoever there is among you of all His
people--his God be with him--let him go up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house
of the LORD, the God of Israel, He is the God who
is in Jerusalem.



Selected quotes from Yeshayahu chapters 40->66

A. The call to return, God is calling you to come back!
[The Haftara of Shabbat ‘nachamu’]
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B. Why the Jewish People have given up hope
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C. You have not been abandoned!
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D. A new startl - God is willing to forgive your sins
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E. The opportunity to return through the agency of Koresh
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F. The explicit call to leave Bavel (48:20),
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6. Don't think I have forgotten you (49:14)
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V. Examples of real problems from final chapters of Nechemya
Dealing with reality

A. Corruption (within the Temple/ Rabbinate)
B. Keeping shabbat, on the national level

C. inter-marriage

D. Need for leadership - and continuity



