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1. 2 Kings ch.22. King Manasseh/Menashe
Manasseh ...He did what was displeasing to the Lord, following the
abhorrent practices of the nations ... he erected altars for Baal and
made a sacred post, as King Ahab of Israel had done. He bowed
down to all the host of heaven and worshiped them, *and he built
altars for them in the House of the Lord, of which the Lord had said,
“I will establish My name in Jerusalem.” *He built altars for all the
hosts of heaven in the two courts of the House of the Lord. ®He
consigned his son to the fire; he practiced soothsaying and
divination, and consulted ghosts and familiar spirits; he did much
that was displeasing to the Lord, to vex Him
... the Lord spoke through His servants the prophets: 1“Because
King Manasseh of Judah has done these abhorrent things—... | am
going to bring such a disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that both ears
of everyone who hears about it will tingle...And | will cast off the
remnant of My own people and deliver them into the hands of their
enemies. They shall be plunder and prey to all their
enemies”...'®Moreover, Manasseh put so many innocent persons to
death that he filled Jerusalem [with blood] from end to end—
besides the sin he committed in causing Judah to do what was
displeasing to the Lord.
7The other events of Manasseh’s reign, and all his actions, and the
sins he committed, are recorded in the Annals of the Kings of Judah.
BManasseh slept with his fathers and was buried in the garden of
his palace, in the garden of Uzza; and his son Amon succeeded him
as king.

2. 2Kings ch.23 — King Josiah/Yoshiyahu
There was no king like him before who turned back to the Lord with
all his heart and soul and might, in full accord with the Teaching of
Moses; nor did any like him arise after him.
Z6However, the Lord did not turn away from His awesome wrath
which had blazed up against Judah because of all the things
Manasseh did to vex Him.

3. Sanhedrin 102b
In the yeshiva of R. Ashi the class reached the 'Three Kings."' 'To-
morrow, said he, 'we will commence with our colleagues.' [That
night] Manasseh came and appeared to him in a dream. 'You call us
colleagues...? Now, from what part [of the bread] is [the piece for
reciting] the ha-mozi to be taken?' 'l do not know,' he answered.
'You don’t know this,' he jibed, 'yet you call us your colleagues!’
'Teach it me,' he begged, 'and tomorrow | will teach it in your
name.' He answered, 'From the part that is baked into a crust.' He
then questioned him, 'Since thou are so wise, why did you worship
idols?' He replied, 'If you were there, you would have caught up the
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skirt of thy garment and sped after me.' The next day he taught: We
will commence with our teachers.

It may be noted that no other period of cuneiform records has yielded any remotely comparable mass of tablets relating to

magic and divination, and that the royal Assyrian letters of the time contain numerable references to astrology and magic. It

was practically impossible for a small vassal state to keep from being flooded with such idolatrous and superstitious practices

which were under royal Assyrian protection.
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4. Mishna Sanhedrin 10:1
Three kings and four commoners have no share in the World to
Come. The three kings are: Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh. Rabbi
Yehudah says, Manasseh does have a share in the World to Come,
as it says (Il Chronicles 33:13), "And [Manasseh] prayed unto Him;
and He was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and
brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom." [The Sages] said
to him, to his kingdom He brought him back, but He did not bring
him back to life in the World to Come.

5. 2 Chronicles ch. 33 Manasseh’s Prayer
9Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem astray into
evil greater than that done by the nations that the Lord had
destroyed before the Israelites. *°The Lord spoke to Manasseh and
his people, but they would not pay heed, !so the Lord brought
against them the officers of the army of the king of Assyria, who
took Manasseh captive in manacles, bound him in fetters, and led
him off to Babylon. *In his distress, he entreated the Lord his God
and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 3He
prayed to Him, and He granted his prayer, heard his plea, and
returned him to Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew
that the Lord alone was God. ¥Afterward he built the outer wall of
the City of David west of Gihon in the wadi on the way to the Fish
Gate, and it encircled Ophel; he raised it very high. He also placed
army officers in all the fortified towns of Judah. *He removed the
foreign gods and the image from the House of the Lord, as well as
all the altars that he had built on the Mount of the House of the
Lord and in Jerusalem, and dumped them outside the city. *He
rebuilt the altar of the Lord and offered on it sacrifices of well-being
and thanksgiving, and commanded the people of Judah to worship
the Lord God of Israel. ¥To be sure, the people continued sacrificing
at the shrines, but only to the Lord their God.

6. Eikha 5:7
Our fathers sinned and they are no more; and we bear their sins.

7. Jeremiah 31
?’See, a time is coming—declares the Lord—when | will sow the
House of Israel and the House of Judah with seed of men and seed
of cattle; 22and just as | was watchful over them to uproot and to
pull down, to overthrow and to destroy and to bring disaster, so |
will be watchful over them to build and to plant—declares the Lord.
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2|n those days, they shall no longer say, “Parents have eaten sour
grapes and children’s teeth are blunted.” 3°But every one shall die
for his own sins: whosoever eats sour grapes, his teeth shall be
blunted.

31See, a time is coming—declares the Lord—when | will make a new
covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah.

8. Ezekiel 18
The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by quoting
this proverb upon the soil of Israel, “Parents eat sour grapes and
their children’s teeth are blunted”? 3As | live—declares the Lord
God—this proverb shall no longer be current among you in Israel...
The person who sins, he alone shall die. A child shall not share the
burden of a parent’s guilt, nor shall a parent share the burden of a
child’s guilt; the righteousness of the righteous shall be accounted
to him alone, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be accounted
to him alone. ?!Moreover, if the wicked one repents of all the sins
that he committed and keeps all My laws and does what is just and
right, he shall live; he shall not die... 23Is it my desire that a wicked
person shall die?—says the Lord God. It is rather that he shall turn
back from his ways and live.

9. Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 10:2

Rabbi Levi said: [The Assyrians] filled a copper cauldron and placed
Manasseh inside it and lit a fire under it. When he saw his plight, he
called out to every idolatrous deity. When none assisted him, he
said, "l remember that my father read me a verse in the synagogue:
'When you are in distress and all these things befall you in the latter
days, you shall return to the Lord your God, and listen to His voice,
He will not fail you nor destroy you..."(Deut 4:30) Now | will cry out
to God. If he listens to me, well and good; if not, then all kinds of
gods are alike." The angels barricaded the windows of heaven that
the prayer of Manasseh would not ascend to God, and they said:
"Lord of the world! Are You willing to give gracious hearing to one
who has worshipped idols, and set up an idol in the Temple?" "If |
did not accept the penance of this man," replied God, "I should be
closing the door in the face of all repentant sinners." God made a
small opening under the Throne of His Glory, and received the
prayer of Manasseh through it."

10. Devarim ch.4
When you have begotten children and children’s children and are
long established in the land, should you act wickedly and make for
yourselves a sculptured image in any likeness, causing the Lord
your God displeasure and vexation, ¢l call heaven and earth this
day to witness against you that you shall soon perish from the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to possess; you shall not long
endure in it, but shall be utterly wiped out...?But when you search
there for the Lord your God, you will find Him, if only you seek
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Him with all your heart and soul— 3*when you are in distress
because all these things have befallen you and, in the end, return
to the Lord your God and obey Him. 3!For the Lord your God is a
compassionate God: He will not fail you nor will He let you
perish; He will not forget the covenant which He made on oath
with your fathers.

12. Talmud Sanhedrin 103
“Rabbi Yochanan said: ‘Anyone who said that Manasseh has no
share in the Afterlife weakens the hands of repentant sinners’”
R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b. Yohai: “And he prayed
unto him, and an opening was made for him.” — This teaches that
the Holy One, blessed be He, made him a kind of opening in the
Heavens, in order to accept him with his repentance, on account of
the Attribute of Justice.

13. Jerusalem Talmud Chagiga 9b. Elisha Ben Abuya

1. Rabbi Meir was seated in the house of study in Tiberias on
Shabbat, expounding, while his teacher Elisha was passing through
the marketplace astride his horse. People came by and told Rabbi
Meir: Look, your teacher Elisha is here riding through the
marketplace. Rabbi Meir interrupted his expounding and went out
to him....

2. Elisha: What other verse did you expound? Rabbi Meir: “Better is
the end of a thing than the beginning thereof” (Kohellet 7:8). Elisha:
What did you say about it? Rabbi Meir...: You have a man who
acquired merchandise in his youth and sustained a loss, but in his
old age makes a profit from it. Or, you have a man who learned
Torah in his youth and forgot it, but it comes back to him in his old
age. Elisha: Alas for those who are gone and are no more -- your
teacher Akiva would not have spoken thus. He would have
construed it “Good is the end of a thing from the beginning” -- when
it is good from its beginning.

3. So it happened with me. Abuyah, my father, was one of the
notables of Jerusalem. When he was arranging for my circumcision,
he invited all the notables of Jerusalem, among them Rabbi Eliezer
and Rabbi Yehoshuah. After they had eaten and drunk, they began
to clap their hands and dance. Some of the notables sang songs, and
others composed alphabetical acrostics. Rabbi Eliezer said to Rabbi
Yehoshuah: These are occupied with what interests them: shall we
not occupy ourselves with what interests us? They began to speak
words of Torah, and from the Torah to the Prophets, and from the
Prophets to the Writings. And fire came down from heaven and
surrounded them... Elated, my father Abuyah remarked, “My
masters, since the power of Torah is so great, if this child stays alive
for me, | will dedicate him to the Torah.” But because the intent of
my father's resolve was not for the sake of Heaven, my study of
Torah did not endure with me.
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4. Elisha: What other verse did you expound? Rabbi Meir: “Gold
and glass cannot equal it; neither shall the exchange thereof be
vessels of fine gold” (Job 28:17). Elisha: What did you say about it?
Rabbi Meir: These are the words of Torah —difficult to acquire as
vessels of gold and readily destroyed as vessels of glass. As vessels
of gold and even vessels of glass can be repaired if broken, so can a
disciple of the wise recover his learning if it has disintegrated.

5. Elisha said to him: Meir, turn back, for the Shabbat limit ends
here.

Meir: How do you know?

Elisha: | have just measured by the paces of my horse 2000 cubits of
the Shabbat limit.

He replied: You have so much learning; why do you not turn back?
He answered: | cannot

Meir: Why?

Elisha: Once | was riding my horse before the Holy of Holies on Yom
Kippur that fell on Shabbat and | heard a heavenly voice emerging
from the Holy of Holies saying, “Return, O backsliding
children(Jeremiah 3:14) — except Elisha ben Abuyah, who knew my
strength and yet rebelled against Me.”



