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Bereshit 28:10-11
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Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went
NIN.
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He came upon a certain place and
stopped there for the night, for
the sun had set. Taking one of the
stones of that place, he put it
under his head and lay down in
that place.
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Hoffmann on Bereshit 28:11
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The rabbis explained . .. When he
reached Haran, he said to himself,
“Did | pass some of the places
where my ancestors prayed
without praying there myself? “ As
soon as he decided to go back, he
arrived there miraculously
immediately.



Hoffmann on Bereshit 28:11 (cont.)
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This midrash is very meaningful
for Jews: Even when they feel that
they have arrived at safety and are
no longer subject to persecutions,
nevertheless they must return to
those holy places, those places
where their ancestors had
searched for God through prayer
and had found Him.



Editor’s Introduction to Hoffmann’s
Commentary on Genesis
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As for the author’s polemic with
Bible critics: | was under a lot of
pressure to omit these comments
entirely, both because many of these
comments are out of date but also
because those faithful Jews who
study Torah have no interest in this
and in fact see such discussions as
damaging. But it seems to me that
that would go against my primary
purpose—presenting Rabbi
Hoffmann’s ideas accurately, as they
were written.



Editor’s Introduction to Hoffmann’s
Commentary on Genesis (cont.)
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Nevertheless, | decided to move
the polemics with the Bible critics
out of the body of the
commentary and into the
footnotes at the bottom of the
page. Thus, without omitting
these sections entirely, | am not
forcing the readers to read things
that they do not want to read.
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of Moreh. The Canaanites were
then in the land.
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THE CANAANITES WERE THEN IN THE
LAND — They (the Canaanites) were
gradually conquering the land of
Israel from the descendants of Shem,
for it had fallen to the share of Shem
when Noah apportioned the earth
amongst his sons, for it is said
(Genesis 14:18) "And Melchizedek
king of Salem (Jerusalem)". For this
reason, the Lord said to Abram
(Genesis 12:7) "to your seed will |
give this land" — "In some future
time | will return it to your children
who are descendants of Shem."
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THE CANAANITES WERE THEN IN
THE LAND: Perhaps Canaan
captured the land of Canaan from
some other people. If thatis not
the case, there is a secret here.
Let the person who is wise
[understand and] be quiet.



Hoffmann on Genesis 12:6
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Biblical critics try to prove from
here that the book of Genesis
must have been written after
Moses’ death . ..

It is very easy to see the
foolishness of this
interpretation—as if everyone
didn’t know that in the days of
Moses the Israelites had not yet
banished the Canaanites from the

land!
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You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress
him, for you were strangers in the land of
Egyﬁt. You shall not ill-treat any widow or
orphan. If you do mistreat them . ..

If you lend money to My people, to the
poor among you, do not act toward them as
a creditor; exact no interest from them. If
you take your neighbor’s garment in pledge,
you must return it to him before the sun
sets; it is his only clothing, the sole covering
for his skin. In what else shall he sleep?
Therefore, if he cries out to Me, | will pay
heed, for | am compassionate. You shall not
revile God, nor put a curse upon a chieftain
among your people.



lbn Ezra on Exodus 22:27
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When we examine the greater
context, we find that the verses that
follow our verse are mostly about
the poor, as if they were a
continuation of “If you lend money
to my people...”

Yefet says that the reason to mention
here the cursing of elohim is that
perhaps the poor person in his
anguish at night when the creditor
failed to return the pledge, will curse
the judge that allowed the creditor
to take the pledge.



Hoffmann on Exodus 22:27
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Hoffmann on Exodus 22:27 (cont.)
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Hoffmann on Exodus 22:27 (cont.)
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Septuagint: Beouc o0 kakoAoynoelc [Do not revile the gods]



Rambam on Sacrifices (Guide 3:32)

If you consider the Divine actions—I| mean to say the natural actions—
the deity’s wily graciousness and wisdom will become clear to you. ...
Similarly, the deity made a wily and gracious arrangement for each
individual animal of the class of mammals. When such an animal is
born it is extremely tender, and cannot be fed with dry food.
Accordingly, breasts that yield milk were prepared for them, and the
young can be fed with moist food which corresponds to the condition
of the limbs of their bodies, until their limbs gradually and little by little

become dry and hard.



Rambam on Sacrifices (Guide 3:32 cont.)

Many things in our Law are the result of a similar course adopted by
the same Supreme Being. For a sudden transition from one opposite to
another is impossible. People, according to their nature, are not
capable of abandoning suddenly everything to which they were
accustomed. . . . At that time, the way of life generally accepted and
customary in the whole world and the general mode of worship in
which the Israelites were brought up, consisted of sacrificing animals in
those temples which contained certain images, to bow down to those
images, and to burn incense before them. In those days, the pious
ones and the ascetic persons were the persons who were devoted to
the service in the temples erected to the stars, as | have explained.



Rambam on Sacrifices (Guide 3:32 cont.)

God’s wisdom and his gracious ruse, as displayed in the whole Creation,
was that He did not command us to give up and discontinue all these
manners of service; for to obey such a commandment would have been
contrary to the nature of people, who generally cleave to that to which
they are used; it would in those days have made the same impression
as a prophet would make at present if he called us to the service of God
and told us, in God’s name, that we should not pray to Him, not fast,
not seek His help in time of trouble; that our worship should consist
solely of meditation without any works at all. For this reason, God
allowed these kinds of service to continue.



Hoffmann on Sacrifices (intro to Vayikra)
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Hoffmann on Sacrifices (intro to Vayikra, cont.)
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Hoffmann on Sacrifices (intro to Vayikra,
cont.)
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Hoffmann on Sacrifices (intro to Vayikra,
cont.)
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