Zissy Turner
Og, King of Bashan- A (Very) Tall Tale
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1) Numbers 21:32-35

(32) Then Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they captured its dependencies and dispossessed the Amorites
who were there. (33) They marched on and went up the road to Bashan, and King Og of Bashan, with all
his people, came out to Edrei to engage them in battle. (34) But the LORD said to Moses, “Do not fear

him, for I give him and all his people and his land into your hand. You shall do to him as you did to Sihon
king of the Amorites who dwelt in Heshbon.” (35) They defeated him and his sons and all his people, until

no remnant was left him; and they took possession of his country.
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2) Genesis 6:1-4

(1) When men began to increase on earth and daughters were born to them, (2) the divine beings saw how

beautiful the daughters of men were and took wives from among those that pleased them.— (3) The
LORD said, “My breath shall not abide in man forever, since he too is flesh; let the days allowed him be
one hundred and twenty years.”— (4) It was then, and later too, that the Nephilim appeared on
earth—when the divine beings cohabited with the daughters of men, who bore them offspring. They were

the heroes of old, the men of renown.
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3) Numbers 13: 22, 28
(22) They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron, where lived Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the
Anakites.—Now Hebron was founded seven years before Zoan of Egypt.—

(28) However, the people who inhabit the country are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large;



moreover, we saw the Anakites there.
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4)1Samuel 17:4
(4) A champion of the Philistine forces stepped forward; his name was Goliath of Gath, and he was six

cubits and a span tall.
Section 2- Biblical and Tannaitic Og
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Deuteronomy 3:11

(11) Only King Og of Bashan was left of the remaining Rephaim.
His bedstead, an iron bedstead, is now in Rabbah of the Ammonites;_it

is nine cubits long and four cubits wide, by the standard cubit
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6) Deuteronomy 4:47
(47) They had taken possession of his country and that of King Og of Bashan—the two kings of the

Amorites—which were on the east side of the Jordan

v:a oy (7
NARR VYL 2YAn 1R TRYR) 021PR3 X7 1o 123 BTIX R332 W 2isn nRTNN nTRw 23 (v)
7) Amos 2:9
(9) Yet I Destroyed the Amorite before them, Whose stature was like the cedar’s And who was stout as the
oak, Destroying his boughs above And his trunk below!
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8) Sifrei Numbers 101
And the man Moshe was very humble. Humble in his disposition. You might have asked, humble in

disposition or humble in form? As it is written “You shall do to him as you did to Sihon, king of the



Amorites.” He descended on Sihon and killed him. He descended on Og and killed him.

9) Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 4:96

Now Og had very few equals, either in the largeness of his body, or handsomeness of his appearance. He
was also a man of great activity in the use of his hands, so that his actions were not unequal to the vast
largeness and handsome appearance of his body. And men could easily guess at his strength and magnitude
when they took his bed at Rabbath, the royal city of the Ammonites; its structure was of iron, its breadth

four cubits, and its length a cubit more than double thereto.
Section 3- Og in Amoraic Sources
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10) Genesis 14:1-5
(1) Now, when King Amraphel of Shinar, King Arioch of Ellasar, King Chedorlaomer of Elam, and King
Tidal of Goiim (2) made war on King Bera of Sodom, King Birsha of Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah,
King Shemeber of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar, (3) all the latter joined forces at the Valley
of Siddim, now the Dead Sea. (4) Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they
rebelled. (5) In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the
Rephaim at Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim at Ham, the Emim at Shaveh-kiriathaim, ...
(12) They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, and his possessions, and departed; for he had settled
in Sodom. (13) A fugitive brought the news to Abram the Hebrew, who was dwelling at the terebinths of

Mamre the Amorite, kinsman of Eshkol and Aner, these being Abram’s allies.
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11) Geneisis Rabbah 41:13
"A fugitive brought the news..." — R. Simeon ben Lakish, in the name of Bar Kappara: This is Og, and

why was he named Og? For he came and found Abraham sitting and engaged with unleavened cakes. He



did not have pure intentions, but rather said,"This Abraham is jealous. Now I say to him that Lot has
been taken captive, he will go forth to war and be killed, and I will take Sarai." The Holy One, blessed be
He, said to him: Your life, the reward for the steps that you take [to Abraham] is that you will live long in
the world. And for your thought to kill the righteous one, you will see a thousand thousands of his
descendants, and it will be your end to fall to the hands of his descendants, [as it is said,] "But the Lord said

to Moses, 'Do not fear him, for I give him [... ] into your hand" [Numbers 21:34].
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12) Talmud Bavli, Niddah 61a
And the Lord said unto Moses: Fear him not'. Consider: Sihon and Og were brothers, for a Master stated,
'Sihon and Og were the sons of Ahijah the son of Shemhazai'. Why was it that Moshe feared Og while he

did not fear Sihon? R. Johanan citing R. Simeon b. Yohai replied: From the answer that was given by
righteous man [Moshe] you may understand what was in his mind. [Moshe] thought: perhaps the merit of
our father Abraham will stand him by, for it is said, “And there came one that had escaped [the fugitive],”
and told Abram the Hebrew, in connection with which R. Johanan explained:_This refers to Og who
escaped the fate of the generation of the flood.
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13) Numbers Rabbah 19:32
When Moses came to do battle [with Og], he feared him, saying: [ am 120 years old, and this one is more
than five hundred. If he didn't have merit, he would not have lived all those years. The holy ones, blessed

be He, said to Moses: "Do not fear him, for — I give him [....] into your hand- with your hand kill him.
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14) Talmud Bavli, Niddah 24b
It was taught: Abba Saul (or, as some say, R. Johanan stated): I was once a grave-digger. On one occasion,
when pursuing a deer, [ entered the thigh-bone of a corpse, and pursued it for three parasangs but did
neither reach the deer nor the end of the thigh-bone. When I returned I was told that it was the
thigh-bone of Og, King of Bashan
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15) Talmud Bavli- Berakhot 54b
The story concludes: How tall was Moses? He was ten cubits tall. He took an axe ten cubits long, jumped

up ten cubits, and struck Og in the ankle and killed him

Section 4- Og in Medieval Commentaries
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Deuteronomy 3:11
(11) Only King Og of Bashan was left of the remaining Rephaim. His bedstead, an iron bedstead, is now in Rabbah of the
Ammonites; it is nine cubits long and four cubits wide, by the standard cubit
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16) Rashi, Deutnromy 3:11
AFTER THE CUBIT OF A MAN — i.e. after the cubit [the arm length] of Og.
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17) Ibn Ezra, Deuteronomy 3:11
A man’s cubit i.e., a normal man’s cubit — thus indicating that he was twice an ordinary man’s size (it is
implausible that Scripture meant his own cubit, because then Scripture would be telling us nothing about

his size — and moreover, it would imply that he was not at all shaped like a human being).

18) Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed

We find it also necessary to say a few words on the figures, hyperboles, and exaggerations that occur in
Scripture. They would create strange ideas if we were to take them literally without noticing the
exaggeration which they contain, or if we were to understand them in accordance with the original
meaning of the terms, ignoring the fact that these are used figuratively. .... What Scripture says about Og,
"Behold, his bedstead was an iron bedstead, nine cubits its length," etc. (Deut.), does not belong to this
class of figures, for the bedstead (eres, comp. arsenu, Song of Sol. i. 16) is never exactly, of the same
dimensions as the person using it; it is not like a dress that fits round the bodyj; it is always greater than the
person that sleeps therein; as a rule, is it by a third longer. If, therefore, the bed of Og was nine cubits in
length, he must, according to this proportion, have been six cubits high, or a little more. The words, "by
the cubit of a man," mean, by the measure of an ordinary man, and not by the measure of Og; for men
have the limbs in a certain proportion. Scripture thus tells us that Og was double as long as an ordinary

person, or a little less. This is undoubtedly an exceptional height among men, but not quite impossible.



171 N33 %922 7N (19
92 RNV PYORI D1OR 907D RNPN 217 7972 DRIWS 73702 AR 179 97903 K23 PRI DY P17 [Wan 700 AW Wpaw 1A
SXAR DY R TPI2 RWTIP NRY WO DY SN1RI 2070 RN 02 R0 PY 2R 177°000K 170908 STWORY 9070 XNYN
A7IRIXD DAY 7PN
19) Talmud Bavli- Berakhot 54b
With regard to the rock that Og, King of Bashan, sought to throw upon Israel, there is no biblical
reference, but rather a tradition was transmitted. The Gemara relates that Og said: How large is the camp
of Israel? It is three parasangs. [ will go and uproot a mountain three parasangs long and I will hurl it upon
them and kill them. He went, uprooted a mountain three parasangs long, and brought it on his head. And
The Holy One, Blessed be He, brought grasshoppers upon it and they pierced the peak of the mountain

and it fell on his neck
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20) Rashba Berakhot 54b

Moshe was afraid of Og and not of Sihon since he was apprehensive that Og had a Zechut from Avraham.

Our forefathers are compared to mountains..



