My Light and My Salvation
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The New Moon, like the New Year, is understood in Judaism as a time of renewal and rededication, in which we pray
for forgiveness and atonement and seek to begin again. In Temple times a special offering was brought, of which the
Musaf prayer is a memory. The central blessing of the Amida begins with a brief statement of the nature of the day,
followed by a prayer for the restoration of the Temple and its sacrifices, a biblical passage describing the Rosh
Hodesh offering, and a prayer that the new month be blessed for good. (Saks Koren Siddur)
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It should also be remembered that stories of selfless love for Eretz Yisrael are found only among the
children of Yehuda - who demand to receive Chevron and to conquer it (Yehoshua 14) - and the children
of Yosef, who claim for themselves an additional inheritance (Yehoshua 17). Yehoshua also makes
mention of the love of the women who inherited the land: the daughters of Tzelofhad, of the tribe of
Menashe, and lkhsa, daughter of Kalev, from the tribe of Yehuda.

Let us conclude with the two messiahs: Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David. The image of
these two figures may be seen in Yehoshua (as Mashiach ben Yosef) and David (as Mashiach ben
David). The primary task of the king is to destroy the seed of Amalek. The war against Amalek was
initiated by Yehoshua in Refidim (Shemot 17) and was successfully completed by David (Shemuel | 30),
unlike Shaul, who failed in this respect. Yehoshua, who initiated the war, was ultimately the conqueror of
Eretz Yisrael. David, who concluded the war, was ultimately the conqueror of Jerusalem - may it be

established and rebuilt speedily in our days.

(R’ Yaakov Medan, excerpt from

https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-bereishit/parashat-vayigash/vayigash-yosef-and-yehuda)

D02V, 'NIAYNND NN ONYT? PIIN D :(X>,03 N>102) NN PINI N2 HNINY 27, XIND HYA SN
ANNIYD IPYI PIDY NN 1INT,INNIYD IPYA PIDY M) 9B ,901 DY INI03 PRIDY 1)
PRI N0 NIN TN VITRDY,NYR D NR2 PIDY N0 NTINN,INIYDN IPYI PIDY NN Apy2)

(N:D"9 D27 DPYUNID ) ,)IINNRD IR T2 JIYUNRID TayYNn 129 NOY

MR NN 037 NN A7 X7 DIYY nidwim 'AmoR 02°7Y 29T DI MW N3gneany ny T 3o
For I am mindful of the plans I have made concerning you—declares the LORD—plans for your welfare, not for

disaster, to give you a hopeful future


https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.17?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.17?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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Another interpretation: "This month for you..." (Exodus 12:2) This is what is written, "That the righteous shall flourish in his
days and multiply peace until the moon is no more" (Psalms 72:7) - until the Holy One Blessed Be He does not bring out Israel
from the land of Egypt. It was a hint that kingship did not come to them for 30 generations, as it is written "This month for you
shall be the head of the months. .."" A month is 30 days, and your kingship is 30 generations. The moon begins to give light on
the 1st of Nissan, and all the more so it gives light until 15 days, and its disc becomes full. And from 15 to 30, its light
diminishes - on the 30th, it cannot be seen. Accordingly is Israel 15 generations from Abraham to Solomon. Abraham began to
give light, as was written: "Who has roused a righteous one from the East; He shall call him to His foot" (Isaiah 41:2) [reading
ha-ir with an ayin "'roused" as "ha-ir" with an aleph "gave light'] Isaac came, and even he gave light, as was said, "Light was
sown for the righteous" (Psalms 97:11). Jacob came and added light, as was said, "And the light of Israel will be for fire"
(Isaiah 10:17). And after this: Judah, Peretz, Ram, Amminadab, Nachshon, Salmon, Boaz, Oved, Jesse, David. When Solomon
came, the disc of the moon became full, as was said, "And Solomon sat on the throne of YHVH as king'"" (1 Chronicles 29:23).
And how could a human sit on the throne of the Holy One Blessed Be He who said about it, "His throne was tongues of flame"
(Daniel 7:9)? Rather, just as the Holy One Blessed Be He dominated from end to end of the earth and dominates all kings, as is
said "All of the kings of the world shall acknowledge You' (Psalms 138:4), so Solomon dominated from end to end of the
earth, as was said, "And all the kings of the earth would request to come before Solomon... and each one of them would bring
his tribute..." (2 Chronicles 9:23-24) And therefore it was said, "And Solomon sat on the throne of YHVH as king''. The Holy
One Blessed Be He dressed him in majesty and splendor and gave Solomon the majesty of kingship, as was said, "And He gave
him the majesty of kingship..." (1 Chronicles 29:25) on the throne of the Holy One Blessed Be He, as was written, "And the
likeness of their faces was the face of a man and the face of alion..." (Ezekiel 1:10). And regarding Solomon, .. Behold, the
disc of the moon became full, and from there, the kings began to diminish and go: ""And the son of Solomon was Rehoboam (I
Chronicles 3:10), and the son of Rehoboam was Aviyah, and his son Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joram, Achazia, Joash, Amazia, Uzziah,
Jotham, Achaz, Hezekiah, Menashe, Amon, Josiah, Jehoiakim. Since Zedekiah came, as was written "And the eyes of Zedekiah
were blinded" (Jeremiah 52:11) - lacking the moon's light. And all of those years, despite Israel sinning, the patriarchs would
pray for them and make peace between Israel and the Omnipresent, as was said, ""Let the mountains lift up peace for the
people" (Psalms 72:3). And there are no mountains other than the patriarchs, as was said, "'Listen, mountains, to the
argument of YHVH" (Micah 6:2) . And until when were the patriarchs praying for them? Until Zedekiah lost his eyes and the
Temple was destroyed, as was said '"..and multiply peace until the moon is no more" (Psalms 72:7) - until 30 generations that
Israel had kingship. From that hour until now, who makes peace for Israel? YHVH, as was said, "May YHVH lift his face to you
and grant you peace' (Numbers 6:26) (Shemot Rabbah 15:26)
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