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The Context of Zecharia’s Prophecies Within the Twelve Prophets
Beni Gesundheit

 The Twelve Prophets are one Unit of Prophecy over >200 years
« Chagali & Zecharia — spiritual leaders of the Return to Zion

* Oldest historical background for the Miracle of Chanukah

« Zerubavel ben Shealtiel & Yehoshua ben Yehozadak
= post-exilic leaders with historical sources (“2"d generation”)

« Zecharia’s Night Visions (1,6-6,15) — Structure of a Menorah

www.tefilah.org
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Intertextuality
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..l am stringing/connecting the words of the Torah to those of the prophets and their words to the ketuvim;
and the words of Torah were as happy as the day that they were given on Sinai, which was given in fire...




Good reasons why NOT to show the next slide

Don’t generally learn the 12 minor prophets as a unit
Too much information (TMI): 67 chapters

Why consider the >200 years period from before the
destruction of Israel’s Kingdom (722 BCE) through Shivat
Zion (after 516 BCE) to be related?

How can prophecies by 12 prophets during this entire
period be compared?
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Total

67 3 14 2] 3 3 3 7 4 1 9 4 14

Malachi Zecharja Chagai Zefanja Habakuk Nachum Micha Yona Ovadja Amos Yoel Hoshea
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Bava Batra 13b: When different books are included in the same scroll, four empty lines of
space should be left between each book of the Torah, and similarly between one book of
the Prophets and another. But between-each-ofthe-beeksef in the Prophet of the Twelve
[Prophets] only three empty lines should be left, because they are considered one book.
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THE BOOK OF THE TWELVE
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Two Sides of a Coin: Juxtaposing

Views on Interpreting the Book
of the Twelve / the Twelve the twelve prophets were short, and they were not written by the prophets themselves;

Prophetic Books Hagai, Zechariah and Malachi came and saw that divine inspiration was disappearing, since

Rashi Bava Batra 15a: The Twelve Prophets were written as one book since the prophesies of

they were the last prophets, so they wrote all the prophecies and combined the short
prophecies of all the [nine] prophets with theirs into one big book so that they would not get
lost due to their [short] length.
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y'\= Ben Sira49:11-12: And even the twelve prophets, their bones will yet bloom in
= the tomb and their memory will be for a blessing. For they comforted the house
. of Yaakov, and told them about their salvation.
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Ezra 5, 1-2: In those years, [gEREIRal=NeIfe]o] sl 4 [sTe WATe s EIIE RYe s Rol i [e [e Mo oY lalIE Of the Judeans who were in Judah and

Jerusalem, prophesied in the name of the God of Israel about them. Then Zerubavel son of Shealtiel and Yeshua son of
Yotzadak rose and began to build the House of God that is in Jerusalem and with them were the prophets of God, helping
them.
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Ezra 6, 14: The elders of the Judeans were building and prospering in accordance with {aERge]alSla"Rel Az ET-CIR s I=W el go] ol o[l
Elale AT EISERYe s Nelllele] and built and finished [the Temple] by the decree of the God of Israel and by the decree of Cyrus

and Darius and Artahshasta king of Persia.
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Zerubavel ben Shealtiel & Yehoshua ben Yehozadak the Priest =
2"d generation from Babylonian Exile

YR I MW

NN Serayah High Priest
\ Killed by Nebuchadnezar after

the destruction of Jerusalem

[ A

| s varank
Ezra - descendant of Aharon, leader of i
Yehozadak sent from

the immigration from Babylon
= - SN : Jerusalem to Babylon

1737 11137 PRI 13 Py
Yehoshua High Priest
Return from Babylon

.....

D’P_Zi’
Yehoyakim named after king !
of Yehudah before the Exile

Child = Chief Rabbi
Israel Meir Lau
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Zerubavel ben Shealtiel & Yehoshua ben Yehozadak the Priest =
2"d generation from Babylonian Exile

itk laR=iviank

Yehoyaklm King of Yehudah,
under Babylon

|
AT om P 2

Yehoyachin Last King of
Yehudah, captured in Babylon

SRRy
Shealtlel born in captivity

Zerubavel "expelled to
Babylon”

Chlld Chief Rabbi
Israel Meir Lau
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Zerubavel ben Shealtiel decendant of King David &
Yehoshua ben Yehozadak the High Priest

Othmar Keel
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abbi Yaakov Emden |
1697-1776

R

Chanukah — based
on Hagai 2, 18 “The
day that the
Sanctuary of the
Lord was founded”
See Rashi

Radak

MY N 1A wpnT Noun 53 moun
PTAY AP /A (M /3 ) i1 v ST o oy
71352 DpVan” P 297

(11 12 50 e v 13 12 SN A

.3, A,/ % Y

¥ % 01 P7ANRD

WL R UL TR0 R A A P

377N 112°0 TR W N

bY 0313 XA 7P WM 12795 7R 7O0A oW opwa
21105 N2 M NI M I e 520 T ow
2503 R pwn® AN owyaw (M ,a1 181203
a1 1333 R5w 0 5p aR) 137913 1Mo 1Nnnh o
[R ,30 D3N IAKRY PIPIY T2 RIPRTD Y

PRY 2730 P57 (7102 PRY 0D DY a8 1Papn

0] MR MIPY 12D D¥27PT 13 KON 1M1 P2
YNNI PR M DI 1 DRI 0T NIV oW O IR
Mo Mey wmw b 51 o R wn L oun P00
M 532 pr B oaansm  arne nyp manas




YVNIRD TV GPNYN 12Y 'RID 71NN DR NIRIY NN 2IVN ... : 700 HY NYvInyIn”
MDY ... .N3YY W 1AW N NN NPYYN MHDNA PNAND TN ,0792 MNP NN L,YHa
DIYIPR YW DIV — 029 'NY NYYA NNR IR ;NP1 MYNYN TR0 DY 7NN

2d OVNIRN TN NR DYNDN DN .NYR DPIPR HY INRIN DMYNYVNT ,NIRINNI IWNINNY
RIN PR .MWHT HY N1 N0 0N NITIND MTINN ,NIPVRD 1910 DIvWN YAOR NR DRI
IR NNONY D'YINN NR NN NN DIRIP IR 700 OV 17N DY vay Hy ann

YR DONNN R .DNH NN INTIN VR N HY PIOY 1PN IUR ,DIMTHN DNONN
NYINN 012 NRIP WN IR MNP DNYY 372 NYMYNYN 10 PR IDIRI 1OR DHMN
Y91 NDAN AN HY MON — NMPN AT PYNND0 7)) Z.N0ann N NN YV a7 N Man
(148-147 'nYy ,1"0WN ,Maw NOR ,397 NN DMNY NRXIN L2970 INIRD AT

"The relevance of the Bible: ... It is especially important to see the Bible as a mirror in
which the human destiny in general, and the Jewish one in particular, is reflected, and
thus to discern the most correct course of action to take. ... The story of the Bible
always has a double meaning, or a truth with two different aspects — a record of
events that occurred in reality, and the eternal significance of these events. They
symbolize human destiny, and encompass all of thousands of years. Unfortunately, the
modern Jew lacks this kind of sensitivity. He does not respond to the beauty and
majesty of the Bible. We read mechanically the words addressed to us by the ancient
sages, who were God's messengers and Whose teachings were in their mouths. We
treat these words as if they are not meaningful to us. | often feel jealous of the non-
Jew who shows such an understanding of the biblical word." (Rav Yosef Dov

Soloveitchik “Festival of Freedom: Essays on Pesah and the Haggadah", From Otzar
HaRav niibliched hv Amiitat Torat HaRav Alon Shviit 8767 nn 147-148)



Anfang und Ende der Apokalyptik, dargestellt am Sacharjabuch
Author(s): Hartmut Gese
Source: Zeitschrift fiir Theologie und Kirche, 1973, Vol. 70, No. 1 (1973), pp. 20-49

Studienbiicher Theologie

Cid
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Einleitung
in das Alte
Testament

Herders
Theologischer 6. Auﬂage

Kommentar
Zum
Alten Testament

Kohlhammer



e

7 80330 7 12 2R (2
TR 13 ¥R 12 TR) T T 3 T et

XY Lty

o . T R A
23

mze &3 07 2 [ENE O 2
a1 3213

w701 S T 2
Ty 2 Wiz
SIS 13

o0 Nk oo Nasaes Oaa T2 N 4T o

xan prn ([ 23,3200 K 20K
3 q‘a-rmm P2 B TENT T I TR i

1987732 "-Hnar L Fohin -
s ST TR 7t K17 D773 121 72 1

e~ o |
b | |
iy
|
Y PR
03T k] TPYT T A 3 1 e

iF

e n\mpm -m‘:' o YD DTN .TRIT
‘1 7 185 BT AR B & e
9 70 MIkYR MYNTT (287 P8 T

FE R R 2 (B 78 3 o AT
7K n‘wn:: z:sr ™
I.’

gy am
™ iRg
2 IPRT N¥ TKEm
{'2p My oo I =
"o FRanT-lannil-nn ey

ninann 7ina mbrapn

t=h ED .’Ni

N nag r'm'r 5

mynowim 20 120 - (00 1 -1,/R) 10 Mkl

s 010 ) 23
Tk eI e Ty

DI TR (7.2 3)
S8 N T

g i s
...223 na now

7123 IR (10.2'=2 /3
o MED]

s

¥

ke jx"f o 511; e

o 0t o
» 2 pEn2 oy

127 'I'“I:rl:'\‘ =3 Erin] J‘I“I'I'I'| D‘Jﬂu‘.’ nag vy u)'fl'l LRl 'Iu.’"b’ﬂx.'."b".-‘ YW DY O3 ()

7 -|z<'sn m um ) P
u"'.m'l‘ J'It-: m .n t-:’? RN T T MDY T 'mm :I

;hs':w o an-u:' 'nmp i
MO 7 T2 a7 o) 1D vhy
ATV NIY T T e TenT K7 T

T TN o N T e 02 37 '[x"s
O 'ItN“ﬂ n‘wﬁ%

Sz 2
3 EE TR

10T TWED T

5 0,3)
rﬁnx n‘awﬂ'

i

TN
g Tiv? Tk

by Raid P
hissloPi-okal-N

MR 07 MR Ta I8 TN TN ANR MR 0K ) 170 70 T wN i KR
197 Wt Sy 3 wx TN () SRR Y TR TR 8Y 03 1377 TR TN
() AN MO TEI7 230 O8 MR T nx_

23 'IT'D:I J'ID .HDM’ ‘1.1
T ’]‘J.’ﬂ Rl ‘J [1‘)

En)
INT (1) NI O3 O T n"uq-ls WA
Caar) n'm‘rl M Yz 2 T nx' joy r-m mm 5577567
'3 D2 D“’"E"I o T e Ti2 TN NIy TN T3

Totn T T TN (3) Ay e Sy Ty pem
HE9 T DN DI U T T () owR 'w: iy n"'m'n: 3T 72 W wEn
87 vox T voyn oaed o3 ve ey g
. 2o 27 KON D T T e .
'3 NN 77 7N O BT ATEYR NN OX) 170 °3773 DX TNSY T M T ) s yoea T s T )
)

ua =23 ox o
1w 'r"'ﬁ o ()

R mm n":u 181 (2 :n-nmu 177
gy .1'rs\.'|g m'?. o oy T () :I'H.

'[NI?D ‘J“‘-‘ it I?"-:l'l' 27 YOI IR CINTR)

st oy i

27 oy ‘7\* NN (T
3 ML T () STV

o

19N e (3] e TV T P 2T 2 ]
R nipyw oy
P 'hs i 'R:N'v 273

o 7y

127 T:x-l PN R I ey o9
R = e )
Sym oo 2 T MR
31 Dy O ErT

o A et

199MAT BT BNaY oEe
oME T RPN T T

il

ﬁ

oazen nen B

J

— OMu TER

"3

SEETE
oy 5
J

v b, BT e oeneen o
Ell

I| e

a%m 2,7

“'I.ER:

RER- b '|"'n TN IR N AT ke ) ".-‘N RN (3 2y o T3 IR 2 NN 2R (W) 5
L’J‘ e 'r1n: 'I-TD J.JA'I' r?J '3 ,"IN'I' "" e L’I’ HN}"*’.l o J'IN‘ ’L’N W'QN" (J

TPeT Y v

2L DT (1)
172773 U

)
gl Nlﬁ‘ o
It E'I' e 3 ﬁ'l'l

;'vmﬂ W) (1)

Aman 7y oY -rr‘rn T3 'r‘ eu ma 15 n ::|"s Jﬂez T ()

CnRtal ,"Iht.u "

parm by onEaD o

—1 71 O i Oy AToa S0 — S0 I peT mena
p— = — I Ny W o 1y
S22b mewr | | wems pn

20221213

TR 2 ORI )
W3 WK TR 12

723732 (-1,
o D0 TR

map O

oy u>'n'|m D’D!E'I A2 'Iu'.?b; {1) P

N P83 797 T'? 2

R 7 1 ¥ PIND T NN AT oY B

e Saan m: TR Y 3 T THOR 1P3 ND1 NATT 092 TR IR 'Pm’ e -r-:11u PNm ST 151,1 nsn

N3y 71 712 CTaxG Y98 PR (2% ST (T P 12 NYT U812 D m'm

::ﬂ:'" Sy "Jﬁm g TN a:‘.?’ N3 7 93T MM N Y T T R
m

9 3T TR Py

1300 T

[
Saam on

e o

FINa
7 N 3 T

m:"; ooe v masie

o ]
e




A

ouzh oo v manm 2arm b orEue oran savm by orhery be oenen prwan | |19 nRT o ouat oo

oW pma abam graTIRy — I Y D O AT TEn — 5300 [ peT my | D7 T TEPTE PN N LFRD

/n bz e e e baaw eun || e BB - ::::1 g et Ty paa ﬁll ezen e Bl £51 A st
np N

Bash iy 1= orae 599 P BT

N — )

Chariots with  Internal conditions, Choosing Yehoshua the External conditions White and
white and red negative & positive: Cohen & Zerubavel of Jerusalem, red horses will
horses will walk in € Purification of the the parable of the Menora negative & positive: walk the land,
the land, bringing city from evil with two olive trees/ Removal of the but the land is
the exiled from The evil goes to branches, the eyes of God dangers from quiet. God has

Babylonia to build Babylonia
God’s Sanctuary

Gentiles — compassion to
Building of the city  build Jerusalem
for Israel, for all the

nations and for God

Horses Woman Scroll King Priest

\ .

<+— G-od sends out & judges evil ——— <+—— G-od returns to Zion & rescues his people —

New City Horns Horses

7 )




Arch of Titus, Rome — Destruction of Jerusalem
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The Context of Zecharia’s Prophecies Within the Twelve Prophets
Beni Gesundheit

SUMMARY
 The Twelve Prophets are one Unit of Prophecy over >200 years

« Chagai & Zecharia — spiritual leaders of the Return to Zion

* Oldest historical background for the Miracle of Chanukah

« Zerubavel ben Shealtiel & Yehoshua ben Yehozadak
= post-exilic leaders with historical sources (“2"d generation™)

« Zecharia’s Night Visions (1,6-6,15) — Structure of a Menorah

www.tefilah.org
Beni.gesundheit@tefilah.org




