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Talmud Meqila 31a:

On Rosh Hashana...the haftara
‘Ephraim is a dear son to me’
(Jeremiah 31) is read

Rashi: Ephraim is a dear son to me, because "l
constantly remember him, | will have compassion on
him."
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Bigdei Yesha (Orach Chaim paragraph 601, 1)

And we can also learn that according to most of the
interpreters of the midrash regarding the final
redemption that will be speedily in our days, the reason
for reading this haftara is to fulfill the verse ‘I remember
him ceasingly’ for us and decree for us on this Rosh
Hashana that it will be a year of redemption. Amen, may
it be His will.
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Teshuva — key word (noted 12 times in the chapter)
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Haftara 2"d Day Rosh Hashana Jeremiah 31

Closereading | Text || contextuality || Intertextuality |
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llya Repin 1844-1930 Rembrandt 1606-69:
Lamentation of the prophet Jeremiah ' Jeremiah lamenting the

at the ruins of Jerusalem. destruction of Jerusalem
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Structure of Book of Jeremiah | Contextuality

1-29: Punishment for Israel, other prophets
30-35: Consolation for Israel R”5
36-45: Biographic material of Jeremiah RIEIEIIE g ReH!

46-51: Punishment of other Nations &
52: History of Destruction and Exile @g;
(= King 1l 24, 18 — 25, 30) ”

Intertextuality ‘

0350

opn 18 AT

A

RNY
A

Iz
™
=
C
-
n
C
A



Intertextuality ‘
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sword, he exiled to Babylonia and they became servants W D"I:y'? 1,3351 1I7 1,.[,1 17:: I?N 3'""'[

to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of

Persia. Fulfilling the word of the Lord [as stated] by the ’93 1 '|:l'l n1x'773'7 ’°-|9 J'“Jl?D ]7
mouth of [N, until the land would be repaid for m? '7; 'I’DUWJW nx rﬂxﬂ -|ng-| -m
its Sabbaths, all the days of its desolation it rested to NJW:H an D’V:W nw{'?ﬁ'? - n:lw .mw.[

complete seventy years. And in the first year of Cyrus

king of Persia, with the completion of the word of the ’93 1 -‘37 n1'73'7 D'\E -['773 W'”J'? nﬂN

Lord by the mouth of m, the Lord roused the p-|9 1'773 w'nj M9 nN " -pv'[
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia and he circulated a "IUN‘? 3]'\3733 Dﬂ 1]'\13'773 17:: 517 'IJQ’1

proclamation throughout his kingdom

and also in writing, saying: h
Jeremiah 31 (1)...the people, the el "l’"RD oy ... (V) 8) R”S 7

survivors of the sword ...(6) Lord save BNWW’ ﬂ’ﬁxw ﬂN -mp ﬂN r= vwﬁ ()

Your people, the remnant of Israel
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Jeremiah 31: (26) Behold the days are coming
— the utterance of the Lord —and | will sow
the house of Israel and the house of Judah
with the seed of people and the seed of
animals. (27) It shall be that just as | was

and to smash, to destroy, to eradicate and to

WEigeY, so | will be pIlIEER S LCL]| in their
regard (o] olV[{[sIEIsleR{eRe]ELsYi — the utterance of

the Lord.
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Contextuality

T amrwoy MRYD MR D (N) | e
Jeremiah 31 (1) So said the Lord: The people, survivors of the Lxmi | . x5
ST . . ’ 582 13377 gkl
sword found favor in the IR, When Israel was WA
homeward. o AR A PN ()
(2) The Lord appeared to me from afar. .
And an eternal [ | you, —_ P raaxfa

therefore | have drawn you with (SRR -~ 4 v 12 by




Contextuality
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Jeremiah 31, 5
For there will be a day when
will call on the highlands

RS lelnlArise and we will go up

to Zion, to the Lord our God




IR IR PP 12T N var Ba aum b b s

Intertextuality
a8 orana iRm o PR3 93 133 5 R .. D

PR PR 330 -l'mw bax 33 Y% TR '3

He returned to his brothers and said: The boy is not there; and |, where do |
go?...all his sons and daughters arose to console him; but he refused to be
consoled. He said: for | will descend mourning to the grave, to my son. His
father wept for him.
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For how will I go up to my father, and the lad is not with me? | cannot go,
lest | see the woe that shall find my father.
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So said the Lord: A voice is heard in Rama, wailing, bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children.
She refuses to be consoled, for the children are not here. So said the Lord: Restrain your voice from

weeping and your eyes from tears, as there is a reward for your actions — the utterance of the Lord -
and they will return from the land of the enemy. https



...l will transform their mourning into gladness, and | will console
them and cheer them from their sorrow
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R So said the Lord: A voice is heard in Rama, wailing, [§
b i1y 11 o v eS| weeping, Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses
MY Y 0D PR N to be consoled, for the children are not here. So said the Lord:
YO nIE Jpp 807 Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, as
there is a reward for your actions — the utterance of the Lord -

and they will return from the land of the enemy.
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Establish for you landmarks, place for you [[ESRIECRLCaaatialil].
take note of the highway, the route that you went, return maiden

of Israel, return to these, your cities.
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Contextuality ‘
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Jeremiah 21, 15

Thus said the Lord: M your voice from
weeping, Your eyes from shedding tears; for
there is a reward for your labor— declares the
Lord: They shall return from the enemy’s land.
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Jeremiah 31, 17
| heard Ephraim moaning. You chastised me
and | was chastised, like an untrained calf.

IR ETd to You and | M, for

You are the Lord my God.
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Teshuvah = transformation, psychological and historical turning point
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Jeremiah 31, 34
So said the Lord, Who gives the sun for light by day
and the laws of the moon and stars for light by night

Who stirs [roga] up the sea, into roaring waves, the
Lord of hosts is His name}
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Jeremiah 31, 28-29

In those days they will no longer say: The
athers ate unripe grapes and the children’s
S OQREIGER EIWEREL . Rather each man will die
for his own iniquity, each person who eats
unripe grapes, his teeth will be damaged.
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(30) Behold, days are coming — the utterance of the Lord - that | will establish a
with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah; (31) not like the covenant that |
established with their fathers on the day that | held their hand to take them out of the land of
Egypt; that they breached My covenant although | became their master over them - the
utterance of the Lord. (32) Rather, this is the covenant that | will establish with the house of
Israel after those days — the utterance of the Lord: | will place My Torah within them, and on
their heart, | will write it; and | will be their God, and they will be My people. (33) No longer
will they teach; each man his neighbor, and each man his brother, saying: Know the Lord. For
all of them will know Me, from their smallest to their greatest - the utterance of the Lord; for |
will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no longer.

Jeremiah 11 X7 a7
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“He Who scattered Israel will gather it” - Abarbanel’s interpretation for the date of the expulsion from Spain

Jeremiah 31, 9: Hear the word of the Lord, nations, and tell it in
the distant lands and say: He Who Israel will it
and safeguard it, like a shepherd watching over his flock.
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Close reading: | Text || Contextuality || Intertextuality
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Talmud Meqila 31a:

On Rosh Hashana...the haftara
‘Ephraim is a dear son to me’
(Jeremiah 31) is read

Rashi: Ephraim is a dear son to me, because "l
constantly remember him, | will have compassion on
him."
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Bigdei Yesha (Orach Chaim paragraph 601, 1)

And we can also learn that according to most of the
interpreters of the midrash regarding the final
redemption that will be speedily in our days, the reason
for reading this haftara is to fulfill the verse ‘I remember
him ceasingly’ for us and decree for us on this Rosh
Hashana that it will be a year of redemption. Amen, may
it be His will.
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Teshuva — key word (noted 12 times in the chapter)

(7792 12) NN NYMD — "NAVNY

An existential and positive turn of Yirmiyahu's
prophecies within his book and the historical
context of exile-redemption

‘Previously, this person was hated by God,
disgusting, far removed, and abominable.
Now, he is beloved and desirable, close,
and dear...” (Rambam Hilchot Teshuva 7,6)
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