Who is the Real King David?

Explorations in Tanach and Talmud

Rabbanit Dr. Tamara Spitz
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Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are
these all the boys you have?” He
replied, “There is still the youngest;
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he is tending the flock.” And Samuel N9 iXNATTY
said to Jesse, “Send someone to
bring him, for we will not sit down to
eat until he gets here.”
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that
Rabbi Yonatan said that David
recited: “I will give thanks to You, for
You have answered me” (Psalms
118:21), with regard to the success of
his reign. Yishai recited: “The stone
which the builders rejected has
become the chief keystone” (Psalms
118:22). The brothers of David
recited: “This is the Lord’s doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes” (Psalms
118:23). Samuel the Prophet recited:
“This is the day which the Lord has
made; we will rejoice and be glad in
it” (Psalms 118:24).
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Though my father and mother
abandon me, the LORD will take me
in.
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| am a stranger to my brothers, an
alien to my kin.
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| made sackcloth my garment; |
became a byword among them.
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Those who sit in the gate talk about
me; | am the taunt of drunkards.
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Thus Jesse presented his seven
sons before Samuel, and Samuel
said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen any of these.
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David was the son of a certain
Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah
whose name was Jesse. He had
eight sons, and in the days of Saul
the man was already old, advanced
in years.
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So they sent and brought him. He
was ruddy-cheeked, bright-eyed, and
handsome. And the LORD said,
“Rise and anoint him, for this is the

”

one.
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Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD
gripped David from that day on.
Samuel then set out for Ramah.
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Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said:
Why did the kingship of the house of
Saul not continue on to succeeding
generations? It is because there was
no flaw in his ancestry; he was of
impeccable lineage. As Rabbi
Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yehotzadak: One
appoints a leader over the community
only if he has a box full of creeping
animals hanging behind him, i.e., he
has something inappropriate in his
ancestry that preceded him. Why is
that? It is so that if he exhibits a
haughty attitude toward the
community, one can say to him: Turn
and look behind you and be
reminded of your humble roots.
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One of the attendants spoke up, “I have
observed a son of Jesse the
Bethlehemite who is skilled in music; he
is a stalwart fellow and a warrior,
sensible in speech, and handsome in
appearance, and the LORD is with him.”
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Rabbi Aha said: David said as follows:
Midnight never passed me by in my
sleep..Rabbi Zeira said: Until midnight,
David would doze like a horse, as a
horse dozes, but never sleeps deeply.
From midnight on, he would gain the
strength of a lion. Rav Ashi said: Until
midnight, he would study Torah, and
from midnight on, he would engage in
songs and praise,
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Rabbi Shimon Hasida said: A lyre hung
over David’s bed, and once midnight
arrived, the northern midnight wind
would come and cause the lyre to play
on its own. David would immediately
rise from his bed and study Torah until
the first rays of dawn.
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When Saul saw David going out to
assault the Philistine, he asked his army
commander Abner, “Whose son is that
boy, Abner?” And Abner replied, “By
your life, Your Majesty, | do not know.”

“Then find out whose son that young
fellow is,” the king ordered.

So when David returned after killing the
Philistine, Abner took him and brought
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him to Saul, with the head of the
Philistine still in his hand.

Saul said to him, “Whose son are you,
my boy?” And David answered, “The
son of your servant Jesse the
Bethlehemite.”
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And one of the servants*
answered and said: Behold, | have
seen a son of Yishai of the house
of Bethlehem who knows to play,
and is a fine warrior, and a man of
war, and prudent in speech, and a
comely man, and the Lord is with
.(him” (I Samuel 16:18

Rav Yehuda says that Rav says:
Doeg the Edomite, one of Saul’s
servants, stated this entire verse
only as malicious speech, in an
attempt to incite Saul to be jealous of
David. “Who knows how to play”
means that he knows how to ask
complex and germane questions
about Torah matters. “A fine warrior”
means that he knows how to
answer questions raised with regard
to matters of Torah. “A man of war,”
means that he knows to negotiate
his way in the battle to understand
the Torah. “A comely man” is one
who displays understanding in
facets of halakha and explains it
well. “And prudent in speech
[davar]” means that he infers one
matter [davar] from another matter.
“And the Lord is with him” means
that the halakha is ruled in
accordance with his opinion in
.every area of halakha
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When David’s life was drawing to a
close, he instructed his son Solomon as
follows:
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“I am going the way of all the earth; be
strong and show yourself a man.
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Keep the charge of the LORD your God,
walking in His ways and following His
laws, His commandments, His rules,
and His admonitions as recorded in the
Teaching of Moses, in order that you
may succeed in whatever you undertake
and wherever you turn.
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Then the LORD will fulfill the promise
that He made concerning me: ‘If your
descendants are scrupulous in their
conduct, and walk before Me faithfully,
with all their heart and soul, your line on
the throne of Israel shall never end!
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So David slept with his fathers, and
he was buried in the City of David.
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What did David do? Every Shabbat he
would sit and learn all day long to
protect himself from the Angel of Death.
On that day on which the Angel of
Death was supposed to put his soul to
rest, the day on which David was
supposed to die, the Angel of Death
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stood before him and was unable to
overcome him because his mouth did
not pause from study. The Angel of
Death said: What shall | do to him?
David had a garden [bustana] behind
his house; the Angel of Death came,
climbed, and shook the trees. David
went out to see, As he climbed the
stair, the stair broke beneath him. He
was startled and was silent, interrupted
his studies for a moment, and died.
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