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I.  Illustrating Yaakov and Yosef’s Reunion
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1. Genesis 46:29
Joseph harnessed his chariot and went up to meet Israel, his father, in Goshen. He appeared
before him, fell on his neck, and he wept on his neck excessively. (Trans. Artscroll Stone Chumash)
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2. Rashi Genesis 46:29

The phrase T 727 signifies weeping copiously. So, too, T has the same meaning in (Job 34:23)
“For He doth not place upon a man T’ — which means something more than is proper: God
does not place on him accusations additional to his sins (the sins he has really committed)
Here, also, he wept greatly and continuously — more than is usual. Jacob, however, did not fall
upon Joseph’s neck nor did he kiss him. Our Rabbis say: the reason was that he was
reciting the Shema. (Trans. Sefaria.org)
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3. Siftei Chakhamim 46:29
Some ask: Perhaps he was standing in prayer? It seems [the answer is:] Our Rabbis of blessed memory

said in Berachos 27a that we may not pass in front of someone standing in prayer, so as not to interfere
with his concentration. Surely, Yoseif would not fall on Yaakov’s neck lest he disturb his concentration.
But with the Shema, we need to concentrate mainly in the first verse, which where we accept upon
ourselves the Kingship of Heaven. And Yoseif fell on Yaakov’s neck after Yaakov had read the first
verse. You might ask: Why was Yoseif, too, not reading the Shema? The answer is: Yoseif was
involved with the mitzvah of honoring his father. Someone involved in the performance of a mitzvah
is exempt from performing another mitzvah. Another answer: Yoseif exempted himself by reading the
first verse [alone], since he was busy and occupied, as it says in the Gemara in Berachos 13b that [the
single verse of] Shema Yisrael was the Shema of R. Yehudah Hanasi, because he was busy with teaching
the disciples. (Trans. Sefaria.org)



II. Do We Interrupt Shema out of Fear of the Throne?
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4. Shulchan Arukh Orach Chayim 66:1
Between the sections [of Shema or it's blessings], one may greet an honored person and respond

to a greeting from any person. And in the middle [of a section], one may greet someone that
one reveres, such as one's father, one's teacher, or one greater than oneself in wisdom, and
all the more so a king or one who compels. And one may respond to a greeting from an
honored person, even in the middle of a verse, except for the verse of "Sh'ma Yisrael" and
"Baruch shem kavod malchuto l'olam va-ed", during which one may not interrupt at all unless it
is out of fear that he will be killed. (Trans. Sefaria.org)
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5. Mishnah Berurah 66:8
Even a Jewish king because the Torah obligates one to fear the [Jewish] king.
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6. Minchas Asher Siman 932, p. 702

If this is so, why didn’t Yaakov interrupt Shema out of fear of the throne?
Also, is an interruption defined by speech or action? If an action is allowed, why did Yaakov not
fall on Yosef’s neck and kiss him - as an act like this would not constitute an interruption!

III. Do we Interrupt Shema for Other Mitzvot?
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7. Tosafot Berakhot 13b
Since we follow Rabbi Yehuda over Rabbi Meir, it seems it would be permissible to answer
Kaddish and Keudsha in the middle of Shema, as there is no greater honor than this (i.e.
sanctifying God).
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8. Shulchan Arukh Orach Chayim 66:3
For Kaddish, Kdushah, and Bar'chu, one interrupts [Shema or it's blessings] even in the middle

of a verse. And so too for Modim, but one [should] only say the word "Modim" alone. (trans.
Sefaria.org)
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We learn from this that it is forbidden to point or hint even for the purpose of a mitzvah, but
to prevent someone from doing a sin, when there is no other choice, one can hint or even say
something, as that is no worse than interrupting to greet someone out of respect/fear, and the
honor of Heaven is of even greater importance.
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10. Minchas Asher
From all of this, we see in the poskim throughout the generations that if one honors a king of

flesh and blood out of fear, it is certainly permissible to interrupt for the purpose of a mitzvah.

IV. Is One Exempt When Involved in Another Mitzvah?
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11. Minchas Asher

Why should one be obligated to answer kaddish/kedusha while saying Shema or stand out of
respect for their father/rebbe - one who is involved in a mitzvah is exempt from another
mitzvah! Indeed, the Maharil Diskin ruled that doing so is optional but not mandatory.
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12. Responsa Salmas Chayim (R. Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld) Orach Chayim #s5

The One who gave the Torah who commanded one to say Shema also commanded one to rise
for their father/rebbe, and he is only doing what he was commanded to do.
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13. Ritva Sukkah 252
Even if one wants to abandon their current mitzvah to do a greater mitzvah, that is not

permitted. That other mitzvah becomes “reshut,” and one may not abandon their current
mitzvah for the option of doing another mitzvah.

V. What is the Purpose of Shema?
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14. Talmud Shabbat 11a
As it was taught in a baraita: Torah scholars, who were engaged in the study of Torah, stop

their Torah study for Shema, and they do not stop for prayer. Rabbi Yohanan said a caveat to
this statement: They only taught that they need not stop for prayer with regard to the likes of
Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai and his colleagues, whose Torah is their vocation and they never
interrupt their Torah study. However, for the likes of us, who also engage in other activities,
we stop both for Shema and for prayer.
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15. Talmud Berakhot 20a
GEMARA With regard to the mishna’s statement that women are exempt from the recitation
of Shema, the Gemara asks: That is obvious, as Shema is a time-bound, positive mitzva, and
the halakhic principle is: Women are exempt from any time-bound, positive mitzva, i.c,, any
mitzva whose performance is only in effect at a particular time. Shema falls into that category
as its recitation is restricted to the morning and the evening. Why then did the mishna need to
mention it specifically?
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The Gemara replies: Lest you say: Since Shema includes the acceptance of the yoke of the
kingdom of Heaven, perhaps women are obligated in its recitation despite the fact that it is a
time-bound, positive mitzva. Therefore, the mishna teaches us that, nevertheless, women are
exempt.



Oznayim La-Torah, R. Zalman Sorotzkin

Three reasons why Yaakov did not fall on
Yosef’s neck:

First — if one is not sure that they can
overcome the Yetzer Hara, the Gemara
says they should learn Torah, and if that
isn’t enough, they should say Shema, and if
that is not enough, they should remember
the day of their death. When Yaakov came
to Egypt, a place of impurity, he was very
afraid that the Yetzer Hara would
overcome him
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Oznayim La-Torah, R. Zalman Sorotzkin

Third — the greatest satisfaction a Jew can
receive in this world is to accept the Yoke
of Heaven upon themselves in their last
moments. Every person concerned for
their soul should say this verse all of the
time, lest this moment be their last... but
we get complacent and forget.

Yaakov was promised that he would not
die until he sees Yosef. His whole trip was
life affirming until the very moment he
meets Yosef. Yaakov perceives his moment
of mortality and cries out “Shema!”
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17. Kallah Rabati 3
BARAITHA. Subordinate your will to the will of Heaven; for so we find that Jacob did not kiss
Joseph.
GEMARA. Why did he not kiss him? He thought that, since he was away from home, women
may have led him astray because of his beauty; as it is written, And he presented himself unto him,
and fell on his neck. [Joseph] wanted to kiss him but he would not let him do so, as it is written,
And he wept on his neck a good while.
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18. Divrei Harav (ed. Rav Hershel Schachter)

I heard in the name of our teacher (Rav Soloveitchik) with regard to this midrash... on the surface level,
this Midrash makes little sense - he had to say Shema at that moment? The time for Shema was expiring
at that moment? Yaakov could have said Shema earlier. And why did Yosef not say Shema?

Razal did not intend to say that Yaakov was saying Shema for the purpose of the twice-daily mitzvah.
Rather, when Yaakov saw Yosef, he was overwhelmed with feelings of long so strong that he was afraid
that maybe his love for Yosef was too separate from his love for Hashem, as love for family members
should be part of love for Hashem. Therefore, Yaakov said Shema to demonstrate that there is no
absolute love beside the love of Hashem.
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19. Gur Aryeh, Maharal, Genesis 46:29

When Yaakov saw his son Yosef, the king, he became overwhelmed with love and reverence for
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who always acts for the better and rewards the righteous. It is the trait
of the pious, when something good happens to them, they cling to Hakadosh Baruch Hu to
thank Hashem for all of the good.




