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Why was the tribe of Levi granted no right to a share in the land of Israel and in
its spoils, together with his brothers? Because they were set apart to worship the
Lord, to serve Him, and to teach His upright ways and His righteous judgements to
the many, as it is said, ‘They shall teach Jacob Thine ordinances, and Israel Thy law’
[Deut. 33: 10]. They were consequently set apart from the ways of the world: they
may not wage war as do the rest of Israel, they have no share in the land, and they
may acquire nothing for themselves by physical force. They are rather the host of the
Holy Name, as it is said ‘Bless, Lord, His host’ [Deut. 33: 11]. It is He, blessed be
He, who acquires for them, as it is said, ‘[And the Lord spoke to Aaron, Thou shalt
have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them]: I am
thy portion and thine inheritance [among the children of Israel]’ [Num. 18: 20].

Not only the tribe of Levi, but each and every individual of those who come into
the world [kol ba’ei haolam], whose spirit moves him and whose knowledge gives
him understanding to set himself apart in order to stand before the Lord, [to serve
Him, to worship Him, and to know Him, who walks upright as God created him to
do, and releases himself from the yoke of the many foolish considerations which
trouble people]---such an individual is as consecrated as the Holy of Holies, and his
portion and inheritance shall be in the Lord forever and evermore. The Lord will
grant him in this world whatsoever is sufficient for him, the same as He had granted
to the priests and to the Levites. Thus indeed did David, upon whom be peace, say,
‘O Lord, the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup, Thou maintainest my lot’

[Ps. 16: 5].
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