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1. 2 Maccabees 6:1-17

Not long after this, the king sent an Athenian senator to compel the Jews to forsake the laws of their
ancestors and no longer to live by the laws of God; “also to pollute the temple in Jerusalem and to
call it the temple of Olympian Zeus, and to call the one in Gerizim the temple of Zeus-the-Friend-of-
Strangers, as did the people who lived in that place.’ Harsh and utterly grievous was the onslaught of
evil. “For the temple was filled with debauchery and reveling by the Gentiles, who dallied with
prostitutes and had intercourse with women within the sacred precincts, and besides brought in things
for sacrifice that were unfit. “The altar was covered with abominable offerings that were forbidden by
the laws. People could neither keep the sabbath, nor observe the festivals of their ancestors, nor so
much as confess themselves to be Jews.

" On the monthly celebration of the king’s birthday, the Jews were taken, under bitter constraint, to
partake of the sacrifices; and when a festival of Dionysus was celebrated, they were compelled to
wear wreaths of ivy and to walk in the procession in honour of Dionysus. At the suggestion of the
people of Ptolemais a decree was issued to the neighbouring Greek cities that they should adopt the
same policy towards the Jews and make them partake of the sacrifices, “and should kill those who did
not choose to change over to Greek customs. One could see, therefore, the misery that had come
upon them. '"For example, two women were brought in for having circumcised their children. They
publicly paraded them around the city, with their babies hanging at their breasts, and then hurled
them down headlong from the wall. ''Others who had assembled in the caves nearby, in order to
observe the seventh day secretly, were betrayed to Philip and were all burned together, because their
piety kept them from defending themselves, in view of their regard for that most holy day.

> Now I urge those who read this book not to be depressed by such calamities, but to recognize that
these punishments were designed not to destroy but to discipline our people. *In fact, it is a sign of
great kindness not to let the impious alone for long, but to punish them immediately. '“For in the case
of the other nations the Lord waits patiently to punish them until they have reached the full measure
of their sins; but he does not deal in this way with us, "’in order that he should not take vengeance on
us afterwards when our sins have reached their height. '°Therefore he never withdraws his mercy
from us. Although he disciplines us with calamities, he does not forsake his own people. ''Let what
we have said serve as a reminder; we must go on briefly with the story.

2. The Psalms of Solomon
The Psalms of Solomon 2
A Psalm of Solomon Concerning Jerusalem

Arrogantly the sinner broke down the strong walls with a battering ram and you did not interfere.
Gentile foreigners went up to your place of sacrifice; / They arrogantly trampled (it) with their
sandals.

Because the sons of Jerusalem defiled the sanctuary of the Lord,

They were profaning the offerings of God with lawless acts;

Because of these things he said, “Remove them far from me; / They are not sweet-smelling.”
The beauty of his glory was despised before God; it was completely disgraced.
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The sons and the daughters (were) in harsh captivity,
Their neck in a seal, a spectacle among the gentiles.
He did (this) to them according to their sins,
So that he abandoned them to the hands of those who prevailed.
For he turned away his face from their mercy;
(from) young and old and their children once again, / For they sinned once again by not listening.
And the heavens were weighted down, / And the earth despised them
For no one on (the earth) had done what they did. / And the earth shall know all your righteous
judgments, O God.

They set up the sons of Jerusalem for derision because of her prostitutes.

Everyone passing by entered in in broad daylight.

They derived their lawless actions even in comparison to what they themselves were doing;
Before the sun they held up their unrighteousness to contempt,

And the daughters of Jerusalem were available to all, according to your judgments,
Because they defiled themselves with improper intercourse.

My heart and my belly are troubled over these things.

I shall prove you right, O God, in uprightness of heart; / For your judgments are right, O God,
For you have rewarded the sinners according to their actions, / And according to their extremely
wicked sins.

You have exposed their sins, that you judgment might be evident; / You have obliterated their
memory from the earth.

God is a righteous judge and he will not be impressed by appearances./ For the gentiles insulted
Jerusalem, trampling (her) down;

He dragged her beauty down from the throne of glory. / She put on sackcloth instead of beautiful
clothes,

A rope around her head instead of a crown.

She took off the wreath of glory which God had put on her; / In dishonor her beauty was thrown to
the ground.

And I saw and implored in the Lord’s presence and said,

“let it be enough, Lord, to make your hand heavy on Jerusalem by bringing gentiles (upon her),”
For they ridiculed (her) and did not refrain in anger and vicious rage,

And they will be finished unless you, Lord, censure them (=gentiles) in your anger.

For they have not done it in zeal, but in emotional passion, / To pour out their anger against us in
plunder.

Do not delay, O God, to repay to them on (their) heads; / To declare dishonorable the arrogance of
the dragon.

And I did not wait long until God showed me his insolence pierced on the mountains of Egypt, /
More despised than the smallest thing on earth and sea.

His body was carried about on the waves in much shame,

And there was no one to bury (him) for he (god) had despised him with contempt.

He did not consider that he was a man,

For the latter/ Do not consider (this). / He said, “I shall be lord of land and sea”;
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And he did not understand that it is God who is great. /Powerful in his great strength.

He is king over the heavens, / Judging even kings and rulers.

Raising me up to glory, / But putting to sleep the arrogant for eternal destruction in dishonor,
Because they did not know him.

And now, officials of the earth, see the judgment of the Lord, / That he is a great and righteous king,
judging what is under heaven.

Praise God, you who fear the Lord with understanding,/ For the Lord’s mercy is upon those who fear
him with judgment.

To separate between the righteous and the sinner/ To repay sinners forever according to their actions
And to have mercy on the righteous (keeping him) from the humiliation of the sinner,

And to repay the sinner for what he has done to the righteous.

For the Lord is good to those who persistently call upon him, / To treat his devout in according with
his mercy,
To bring them (constantly) before him in strength. /Praised be the Lord forever before his servants.

Psalms of Solomon 8

My ear heard distress and the sound of war, / The blast of the trumpet sounding slaughter and
destruction.

The sound of many people as of a violent storm, / As a raging fire storm sweeping through the
wilderness.

And I said to my heart, Where, then, will God judge it?

I heard a sound in Jerusalem, the holy city. / My stomach was crushed at what I heard;
My knees were weak, my heart was afraid, /My bones shook like reeds.

I said, “They directed their ways in righteousness.

I thought about the judgments of God since the creation of heaven and earth;
I proved God right in his judgments in ages past.

God exposed their sins in the full light of day;

The whole earth knew the righteous judgments of God.

In secret places underground was their lawbreaking, provoking (him),

Son involved with mother and father with daughter;

Everyone committed adultery with his neighbor’s wife;

They made agreements with them with an oath about these things.

They stole from the sanctuary of God / As if there were no redeeming heir.

They walked on the place of sacrifice of the Lord (coming) from all kinds of uncleanness;

And (coming) with menstrual blood (on them), they defiled the sacrifices as if they were common
meat.

There was no sin they left undone in which they did not surpass the gentiles.

Because of this God mixed them (a drink) of a wavering spirit,

And gave them a cup of undiluted wine to make them drunk.

He brought them someone from the end of the earth, one who attacks in strength;
He declared war against Jerusalem, and her land.
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The leaders of the country met him with joy. They said to him,
“May your way be blessed. Come, enter in peace.”

They graded the rough roads before his coming,

They opened the gates to Jerusalem, they crowned her city walls.

He entered in peace as a father enters his son’s house; / He set his feet securely.

He captured the fortified towers and the wall of Jerusalem, /For God led him in securely while they
wavered.

He killed their leaders and every (man) wise in counsel; / He poured out the blood of the inhabitants
of Jerusalem like dirty water,

He led away their sons and daughters, those profanely spawned. / They acted according to their
uncleanness, just as their ancestors;

They defiled Jerusalem and the things that had been consecrated to the name of God.

God was proven right in his execution of the nations of the earth,

And the devout of God are like innocent lambs among them.

Worthy of praise is the Lord, who judges the whole earth in his righteousness.

See, now, God, you have shown us how you rightly judge;

Our eyes have seen your judgments, O God.

We have proven your name right, which is honored forever, / For you are the God of righteousness,
Judging Israel in discipline. / O God, turn your mercy upon us and be compassionate to us.

Bring together the dispersed of Israel with mercy and goodness, / For your faithfulness is with us.
For we stiffened our necks, but you are the one who disciplines us. / Do not neglect us, Our God,
Lest the gentiles devour us as if there were no redeemer. / But you (have been) our God from the
beginning,

And on you we have hoped, Lord. / And we will not leave you,

For your judgments upon us are good.

May (you) be pleased with us and our children forever; / Lord, our savior, we will not be troubled at
the end of time. Worthy of praise is the Lord for his judgments by the mouth of the devout, /And may
Israel be blessed by the Lord forever.

Psalms of Solomon 13
Of Solomon. A Psalm: Comfort for the Righteous:

The right hand of the Lord covered me; / The right hand of the Lord spared me.

The arm of the Lord saved us from the sword that passes through, /From famine and the sinners’
death. Wild animals attacked them viciously, / They tore their flesh with their teeth,

And crushed their bones with their molars. / The Lord protected us from meeting all these things.

The godless person was terrified by his mistakes / Lest he be taken along with the sinners.

For the destruction of the sinner is terrible; / But nothing shall harm the righteous, of all these things.
For the discipline of the righteous (for things done) in ignorance / Is not the same as the destruction
of the sinners.

In secret the righteous are disciplined / Lest the sinner gloat over the righteous.
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For he will admonish the righteous as a beloved son / And his discipline is as for a firstborn.
For the Lord will spare his devout, / And he will wipe away their mistakes with discipline.
For the life of the righteous (goes on) forever, / But sinners shall be taken away to destruction,
And no memory of them will ever be found. / But the Lord’s mercy is upon the devout

And his mercy is upon those who fear him.

I1. Exploring Theodicy in Biblical Interpretation: The Case of Abraham
1. Philo, On Abraham, 2-5

Now these are those men who have lived irreproachably and admirable, whose virtues are durably
and permanently recorded, as on pillars in the sacred scriptures, not merely with the object of
praising the men themselves, but also for the sake of exhorting those who read their history, and of
leading them on to emulate their conduct; for these men have been living and rational laws; and the
lawgiver has magnified them for two reasons; first, because he was desirous to show that the
injunctions which are thus given are not inconsistent with nature; and, secondly, that he might prove
that it is not very difficult or laborious for those who wish to live according to the laws established in
these books, since the earliest men easily and spontaneously obeyed the unwritten principle of
legislation before any one of the particular laws were written down at all. So that a man may very
properly say, that the written laws are nothing more than a memorial of the life of the ancients.

2. The Testament of Abraham

10:1-3: And the Archangel Michael went down and took Abraham on a chariot of cherubim and lifted him
up in to the air of heaven and led him onto the cloud...and on the carriage Abraham soared over the entire
inhabited world. And Abraham beheld the world as it was that day: Some were plowing, others leading
wagons; in one place they were pasturing (flocks), elsewhere abiding (with their flocks) in the fields, while
dancing and sporting and playing the zither; in another place they were wrestling and pleading at law;
elsewhere they were weeping, then also bearing the dead to the tomb. And he also saw newlyweds being
escorted in procession. In a word, he saw everything which was happening in the world, both good and evil.
Then continuing on, Abraham saw men bearing swords, who held in their hands sharpened swords, and
Abraham asked the Commander-in-chief, “Who are these?”

And the Commander-in-chief said, “These are robbers, who want to commit murder and rob and burn and
destroy.” Abraham said, “Lord, Lord, heed my voice and command that wild beasts came out of the thicket
and devour them.” And as he was speaking wild beasts came out of the thicket and devoured them. And he
saw in another place a man with a woman, engaging in sexual immorality with each other, and he said,
“Lord, Lord, command that the earth open and swallow them up.” And immediately the earth split in two and
swallowed them up. And he saw in another place men breaking into a house and carrying off the possessions
of others, and he said, “Lord, Lord, command that fire come down from heaven and consume them.”

And as he was speaking fire came down from heaven and consumed them. And immediately a voice came
down from heaven to the Commander-in-chief, speaking thus, “O Michael, Commander-in-chief, command
the chariot to stop and turn Abraham away, lest he should see the entire inhabited world. For if he were to
see all those who pass their lives in sin, he would destroy everything that exists. For behold, Abraham has
not sinned and he has no mercy on sinners. But I made the world, and I do not want to destroy any one of
them; but I delay the death of the sinner until he should convert and live.
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3. Genesis Rabbah 39:6, 49:9
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Rabbi Azariah began a homily in the name of Rabbi Aha: You love righteousness and hate
wickedness; [rightly has God, your God, chosen to anoint you with oil of gladness over all your
peers] [Ps. 45:8]. . . . Rabbi Azariah interpreted it in the name of Rabbi Aha: when Abraham our
father stood to plead for mercy for the Sodomites, what is written there? Far be it from You to do
such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty [Gen. 18:25]. (trans. Theodor-
Albeck)
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Rabbi Levi said: Two men said the same thing, Abraham and Job. Abraham said: Far from you to do
after the manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked [Gen. 18:25]. Job said: It is all one—therefore
I say: He destroys the innocent and the wicked [Job 9:22]. Yet Abraham was rewarded for it, and Job
was punished for it? The reason is because Abraham said it with due deliberation while Job spoke
intemperately. (trans. Theodor-Albeck)

4. Lamentations Rabbah 24
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman said: When the Temple was destroyed, Abraham came before the Holy
One blessed be He weeping, pulling out his beard, tearing out the hair of his head, striking his face,
rending his garments, ashes on his head, and he was walking in the Temple and lamenting and
screaming. He said before the Holy One blessed be He: “Why am I different from all nations and
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tongues that [ have come to this state of shame and humiliation?” When the ministering angels saw
him, they too composed lamentations standing in rows and saying: “[Behold, their angels cry out
outside....] The highways are desolate, wayfarers have ceased; [he breached the covenant, rejected
cities, regarded no man]” (Isaiah 33:7-8). What is “the highways are desolate”? The ministering
angels said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘The highways to Jerusalem that You prepared so
that travelers would never cease from them, how have they become desolation?’ “Wayfarers have
ceased” — the ministering angels said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘The ways upon which
Israel would travel on the festivals, how have they become idle?’ “Breached the covenant” — the
ministering angels said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the universe, the covenant of
their patriarch Abraham has been breached, by means of whom the world was settled, and by means
of whom You were recognized in the world as God on High, Maker of the heavens and the earth.’
“Rejected cities” — the ministering angels said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Have You
rejected Jerusalem and Zion after You chose them?’ That is what is written: “Did You reject Judah,
did Your soul loathe Zion...?” (Jeremiah 14:19). “Regarded no man [enosh]” — the ministering
angels said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘You did not consider Israel even like the generation
of Enosh, who were the originators of idol worshippers.” At that moment, the Holy One blessed be
He attended to the ministering angels. He said to them: ‘Why are you composing lamentations like
this, standing in rows?’ They said to Him: ‘Master of the universe, why did You not pay attention to
Abraham, Your beloved, who came to Your House and lamented and wept?’ He said to them: ‘From
the day that My beloved passed away from before Me to his eternal home, he did not come to My
House, and now: “What has My beloved to do in My House?””” (Jeremiah 11:15).
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Abraham said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the universe: Why did You exile my
children, deliver them into the hand of the nations, kill them with all kinds of uncommon deaths, and
destroy the Temple, the place where I elevated my son Isaac as a burnt offering before You?” The
Holy One blessed be He said to Abraham: “Your children sinned and violated the entire Torah and
the twenty-two letters that are in it.” That is what is written: “All Israel have violated Your Torah”
(Daniel 9:11). Abraham said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the universe, who will
testify against Israel that they violated Your Torah?’ He said to him: ‘Let the Torah come and testify
against Israel.” Immediately, the Torah came to testify against them. Abraham said to it: ‘My
daughter, you have come to testify against Israel that they violated your mitzvot, and you have no
shame before me? Remember the day that the Holy One blessed be He circulated you among every
nation and they did not want to accept you, until my descendants came to Mount Sinai and accepted
you and honored you. Now you come to testify against them on their day of distress?’ Once the
Torah heard this, it stood to one side and did not testify against them.
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The Holy One blessed be He said to Abraham: ‘Let the twenty-two letters come and testify against
Israel.” Immediately, the twenty-two letters came. Alef came to testify against Israel that they violated
the Torah. Abraham said to it: ‘4/ef, you are the leader of all the letters, and you come to testify
against Israel on their day of distress? Remember the day that the Holy One blessed be He revealed
Himself on Mount Sinai and began with you, “I am [anokhi] the Lord your God” (Exodus 20:2) — no
nation other than my descendants accepted you, and you come to testify against my descendants?’
Immediately, alef stood to one side and did not testify against them.

Bet came to testify against Israel. Abraham said to it: ‘My daughter, have you come to testify against
my descendants, who are diligent in the five books of the Torah, as you are at the head of the Torah?’
That is what is written: “In the beginning [bereshit] God created” (Genesis 1:1).

Immediately, bet stood to one side and did not testify at all.

Gimel came to testify against Israel. Abraham said to it: ‘My daughter, have you come to testify
against my descendants that they violated the Torah? Is there any nation who fulfills the mitzva of
ritual fringes, which you appear at its head?’ That is what is written: “You shall make for yourselves
twisted threads [gedilim]” (Deuteronomy 22:12). Immediately, gimel stood to one side and did not
testify at all. When all the letters saw that Abraham had silenced them, they were ashamed, stood by
themselves, and did not testify against Israel.
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Immediately, Abraham began [speaking] before the Holy One blessed be He and said: ‘Master of the
universe, at one hundred years You gave me a son. When he achieved cognition and was a thirty-
seven-year-old young man, You said to me: Sacrifice him as a burnt-offering before Me. I became
like a cruel person to him and had no mercy on him. Rather, I, myself, bound him. Will You not
remember this on my behalf and have mercy on my descendants?’
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Isaac began and said: ‘Master of the universe, when my father said to me: “God, Himself, will see to
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son” (Genesis 22:8), I did not delay fulfillment of Your words, and
I was bound willingly upon the altar and extended my neck under the knife. Will You not remember
this on my behalf and have mercy on my descendants?’

Jacob began and said: ‘Master of the universe, did I not remain in Laban’s house for twenty years?
When I departed from his house, the wicked Esau encountered me and sought to kill my children,
and I endangered my life on their behalf. Now they are delivered into the hand of their enemies like
sheep to slaughter after I raised them like chicks and suffered the travails of child raising on their
behalf, as most of my days I experienced great suffering for their sake. Will You not now remember
this on my behalf to have mercy on my descendants?’
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Moses began and said: ‘Master of the universe, was I not a loyal shepherd over Israel for forty years?
I ran before them like a horse in the wilderness, yet when the time came for them to enter the land,
You decreed against me that my bones would fall in the wilderness. Now that they have been exiled
you sent to me to lament them and weep over them.” This is the parable that people say: From the
goodness of my master it is not good for me, and from his evil it is bad for me.

At that moment, Moses said to Jeremiah: ‘Go before me so I may go and bring them. I would like to
see who is going to restrain them.’ Jeremiah said: ‘It is impossible to go on the way due to the
corpses.’ He said to him: ‘Nevertheless.” Immediately, Moses went and Jeremiah was before him,
until they reached the rivers of Babylon. They saw Moses and said to each other: ‘The son of Amram
has come from his grave to redeem us from the hand of our adversaries!” A Divine Voice emerged
and said: ‘It is a decree from before Me.” Immediately, Moses said to them: ‘My children, to return
you is impossible, as the decree has already been issued. Rather, the Omnipresent will return you
speedily.” He left them. At that moment, they raised their voice in great weeping until their weeping
ascended On High. That is what is written: “By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and also wept”
(Psalms 137:1).
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When Moses came to the patriarchs of the world, they said to him: ‘What have the enemies done to
our descendants?’ He said: ‘Some of them they killed, some of them they tied their hands behind
them, some of them were bound in iron chains, some of them were stripped naked, some of them
died on the way and their carcasses were left for the bird of the heavens and the animals of the earth,
and some of them were cast in the sun hungry and thirsty.” Immediately, they all began weeping and
lamenting: ‘Woe over what has befallen our children! How have you become like orphans without a
father; how do you lie in the afternoon and in the summer without garment and without covering;
how have you walked on mountains and on gravel with shoes removed and without sandals; how
have you carried bundles filled with sand; how have your hands been bound behind you; how have
you been unable to swallow even the spittle in your mouths?’ Moses began and said: ‘Cursed sun!
Why did you not darken when the enemy entered the Temple?’ The sun responded to him: ‘Moses,
loyal shepherd, how could I darken, they did not allow me and did not relent from me, as they took
me with sixty rods of fire and said to me: Go and shine your light.’
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Again Moses began and said: “Woe over your radiance, Temple, how has it gone dark? Woe that its
time to be destroyed arrived, the Sanctuary was burned, schoolchildren killed, and their fathers sent
to captivity, exile, and the sword.” Again Moses began and said: ‘O captors, by your lives! You
killers, do not kill cruelly and do not implement total annihilation, do not kill a son in the presence of
his father, or a daughter in the presence of her mother, for the time will come when the Master of
heaven will settle the score with you.” But the wicked Chaldeans did not do so, but rather, would seat
the son on his mother’s lap and say to his father: Rise and slaughter him. The mother would cry and
her tears would fall on him, and his father would hang his head. He also said before Him: ‘Master of
the universe, You wrote in Your Torah: “An ox or a sheep, it and its offspring you shall not slaughter
on one day” (Leviticus 22:28). But have they not killed many, many children and their mothers, and
yet You are silent!’
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At that moment, Rachel our matriarch interjected before the Holy One blessed be He and said:
‘Master of the universe, it is revealed before You that Your servant Jacob loved me abundantly and
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worked for my father seven years for me. When those seven years were completed and the time for
my marriage to my husband arrived, my father plotted to exchange me with my sister for my
husband. The matter was extremely difficult for me when I became aware of that plot, and I informed
my husband and gave him a signal to distinguish between my sister and me so that my father would
be unable to exchange me. Afterward, I regretted what I had done and suppressed my desire. I had
mercy on my sister, so that she would not be led to humiliation. In the evening they exchanged me
with my sister for my husband, and I transmitted to my sister all the signals that I had given to my
husband, so that he would think that she is Rachel. Moreover, I entered beneath the bed on which he
was lying with my sister. He would speak with her and she would be silent, and I would respond to
each and every matter that he said, so that he would not identify my sister’s voice. I performed an act
of kindness for her, I was not jealous of her, and I did not lead her to humiliation. If I, who is flesh
and blood, was not jealous of my rival, and I did not lead her to humiliation and shame, You who are
a living and eternal merciful King, why were You jealous of idol worship that has no substance, and
You exiled my descendants, and they were killed by sword, and the enemies did to them as they
pleased?’
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Immediately, the mercy of the Holy One blessed be He was aroused and He said: ‘For you, Rachel, I
will restore Israel to its place.” That is what is written: “So said the Lord: A voice is heard in Rama,
wailing, bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be consoled for her
children, as they are not” (Jeremiah 31:14). And it is written: “So said the Lord: Restrain your voice
from weeping, and your eyes from tears, as there is reward for your actions.... And there is hope for
your future, the utterance of the Lord, and your children will return to their borders” (Jeremiah
31:15-16).

Yohanan Mufts, The Personhood of God, 177178, 184:

The Rabbis, in their wisdom, tell us of the sins of the saints. In this they follow the Bible. They even
add sins that the Bible does not tell us about. All of this is done with the intuitive genius of the
master pedagogue. An educational model has to lend itself to imitation. One cannot imitate
perfection, and there is little personal empathy between the sinner and the perfect saint. But if David,
the great and noble king, sinner and yet was able to repent, every man is capable of empathizing with
him and thus imitating him. David is noble even though flawed, and that is why he can serve as a
model.

This principle can be extended mythically — that is, seriously but not literally — to the Divine. God in
His infinite wisdom knew that if He revealed His true, transcendent nature to man, He would cause
great havoc. Therefore, He donned a human persona. He appeared before man as a personality:
exalted, yet fallible and warm. He entered into a contractual relationship with man, became involved
in the human condition, experienced exasperation over the hardness of men’s hearts, regretted that he
had ever created an, was moved by the intercession of Moses and other prophets, broke out into fits
of rage over the sinfulness of His people, and was so involved with Israel that despite their sinfulness
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He actually re-espoused them after having delivered them the bill of divorcement. God appears to
experience all the human emotions: love, anger, involvement, indignation, regret, and so on. By so
doing, He gives the seal of divinity to the very essence of our humanity.

The biblical God even allows Himself to be tested... at least in one case in the Bible, it is not the
testing of God that arouses divine ire, but the refusal to test Him: King Ahaz declines to test God’s

power when a choice of authenticating experiments (“signs”) is offered the king by the prophet (cf.
Isa 7:10f%).

God does not want to outrage the human mind by demanding affirmations of faith not grounded in
experience. Furthermore, when experience conflicts with preconceived notions about divine justice,
biblical religion does not seem to require the man of faith to repress his doubts in silent resignation.
Abraham, Jeremiah, and Job, all men who question God’s ways, are hardly numbered among the
wicked. There is even some evidence that God demands such criticism, at least from His prophets
(cf. Ezek. 22:30).

However, the doubt tolerated by the Bible is radically different from that generated by philosophical
speculation. Job’s mind may doubt God’s justice, but his heart never for a moment doubts God’s
existence.

Dov Weiss, Pious Irreverence, 160:

The radical humanization of the divine in rabbinic culture reflects the extent to which the sages
rejected the Greek philosophical tradition. Unlike most early Christian thinkers who sought to
reconcile the philosophical and biblical traditions, the rabbis do not appropriate philosophical
language when formulating their own conceptions of God and the world. This posture allowed the
rabbis to conceive of God in extreme human terms. This humanization also affected the ways in
which the rabbis constructed their (exegetical) confrontations with God. Because God, like humanity,
is bound by Torah law, the sages could have biblical figures accuse God of violating the mitzvot.
Notwithstanding these subversive dimensions, it should not be forgotten that this humanization was
driven, most probably, not by a desire to deride God, but a desire to become familiar with God, to
experience divine intimacy. This is where the great paradox lies; divine humanization is a double
edged sword. On the one hand, the notion breaks down the sharp ontological divide between heaven
and earth; closeness with the divine can now be achieved. On the other hand, the price of this
intimacy is quite high: it provides the space to produce a morally fallible God.
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