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1. 2 Maccabees 6:1±17 

Not long after this, the king sent an Athenian senator to compel the Jews to forsake the laws of their 
ancestors and no longer to live by the laws of God; 2also to pollute the temple in Jerusalem and to 
call it the temple of Olympian Zeus, and to call the one in Gerizim the temple of Zeus-the-Friend-of-
Strangers, as did the people who lived in that place.3 Harsh and utterly grievous was the onslaught of 
evil. 4For the temple was filled with debauchery and reveling by the Gentiles, who dallied with 
prostitutes and had intercourse with women within the sacred precincts, and besides brought in things 
for sacrifice that were unfit. 5The altar was covered with abominable offerings that were forbidden by 
the laws.6People could neither keep the sabbath, nor observe the festivals of their ancestors, nor so 
much as confess themselves to be Jews. 

7 2Q�WKH�PRQWKO\�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�NLQJ¶V�ELUWKGD\��WKH�-HZV were taken, under bitter constraint, to 
partake of the sacrifices; and when a festival of Dionysus was celebrated, they were compelled to 
wear wreaths of ivy and to walk in the procession in honour of Dionysus. 8At the suggestion of the 
people of Ptolemais a decree was issued to the neighbouring Greek cities that they should adopt the 
same policy towards the Jews and make them partake of the sacrifices, 9and should kill those who did 
not choose to change over to Greek customs. One could see, therefore, the misery that had come 
upon them. 10For example, two women were brought in for having circumcised their children. They 
publicly paraded them around the city, with their babies hanging at their breasts, and then hurled 
them down headlong from the wall. 11Others who had assembled in the caves nearby, in order to 
observe the seventh day secretly, were betrayed to Philip and were all burned together, because their 
piety kept them from defending themselves, in view of their regard for that most holy day. 

12 Now I urge those who read this book not to be depressed by such calamities, but to recognize that 
these punishments were designed not to destroy but to discipline our people. 13In fact, it is a sign of 
great kindness not to let the impious alone for long, but to punish them immediately. 14For in the case 
of the other nations the Lord waits patiently to punish them until they have reached the full measure 
of their sins; but he does not deal in this way with us, 15in order that he should not take vengeance on 
us afterwards when our sins have reached their height. 16Therefore he never withdraws his mercy 
from us. Although he disciplines us with calamities, he does not forsake his own people. 17Let what 
we have said serve as a reminder; we must go on briefly with the story. 

2. The Psalms of Solomon  
 
The Psalms of Solomon 2 
 
A Psalm of Solomon Concerning Jerusalem 
 
Arrogantly the sinner broke down the strong walls with a battering ram and you did not interfere. 
Gentile foreigners went up to your place of sacrifice; / They arrogantly trampled (it) with their 
sandals. 
Because the sons of Jerusalem defiled the sanctuary of the Lord, 
They were profaning the offerings of God with lawless acts; 
%HFDXVH�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV�KH�VDLG��³5HPRYH�WKHP�IDU�IURP�PH����7KH\�DUH�QRW�VZHHW-VPHOOLQJ�´ 
The beauty of his glory was despised before God; it was completely disgraced. 
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The sons and the daughters (were) in harsh captivity, 
Their neck in a seal, a spectacle among the gentiles. 
He did (this) to them according to their sins, 
So that he abandoned them to the hands of those who prevailed. 
For he turned away his face from their mercy; 
(from) young and old and their children once again, / For they sinned once again by not listening. 
And the heavens were weighted down, / And the earth despised them 
 For no one on (the earth) had done what they did. / And the earth shall know all your righteous 
judgments, O God. 
 
They set up the sons of Jerusalem for derision because of her prostitutes. 
Everyone passing by entered in in broad daylight. 
They derived their lawless actions even in comparison to what they themselves were doing; 
Before the sun they held up their unrighteousness to contempt, 
And the daughters of Jerusalem were available to all, according to your judgments, 
Because they defiled themselves with improper intercourse. 
My heart and my belly are troubled over these things. 
 
I shall prove you right, O God, in uprightness of heart; / For your judgments are right, O God, 
For you have rewarded the sinners according to their actions, / And according to their extremely 
wicked sins. 
You have exposed their sins, that you judgment might be evident; / You have obliterated their 
memory from the earth. 
God is a righteous judge and he will not be impressed by appearances./ For the gentiles insulted 
Jerusalem, trampling (her) down; 
He dragged her beauty down from the throne of glory. / She put on sackcloth instead of beautiful 
clothes, 
A rope around her head instead of a crown. 
She took off the wreath of glory which God had put on her; / In dishonor her beauty was thrown to 
the ground. 
 
$QG�,�VDZ�DQG�LPSORUHG�LQ�WKH�/RUG¶V�SUHVHQFH�DQG�VDLG� 
³OHW�LW�EH�HQRXJK��/RUG��WR�PDNH�\RXU�KDQG�KHDY\�RQ�-HUXVDOHP�E\�EULQJLQJ�JHQWLOHV��XSRQ�KHU��´ 
For they ridiculed (her) and did not refrain in anger and vicious rage, 
And they will be finished unless you, Lord, censure them (=gentiles) in your anger. 
For they have not done it in zeal, but in emotional passion, / To pour out their anger against us in 
plunder. 
Do not delay, O God, to repay to them on (their) heads; / To declare dishonorable the arrogance of 
the dragon. 
And I did not wait long until God showed me his insolence pierced on the mountains of Egypt, / 
More despised than the smallest thing on earth and sea. 
His body was carried about on the waves in much shame, 
And there was no one to bury (him) for he (god) had despised him with contempt. 
He did not consider that he was a man, 
)RU�WKH�ODWWHU��'R�QRW�FRQVLGHU��WKLV�����+H�VDLG��³,�VKDOO�EH�ORUG�RI�ODQG�DQG�VHD´�� 
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And he did not understand that it is God who is great. /Powerful in his great strength. 
He is king over the heavens, / Judging even kings and rulers. 
Raising me up to glory, / But putting to sleep the arrogant for eternal destruction in dishonor, 
Because they did not know him. 
And now, officials of the earth, see the judgment of the Lord, / That he is a great and righteous king, 
judging what is under heaven. 
3UDLVH�*RG��\RX�ZKR�IHDU�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ���)RU�WKH�/RUG¶V�PHUF\�LV�XSRQ�WKRVH�ZKR�IHDU�
him with judgment. 
To separate between the righteous and the sinner/ To repay sinners forever according to their actions 
And to have mercy on the righteous (keeping him) from the humiliation of the sinner, 
And to repay the sinner for what he has done to the righteous. 
 
For the Lord is good to those who persistently call upon him, / To treat his devout in according with 
his mercy,  
To bring them (constantly) before him in strength. /Praised be the Lord forever before his servants. 
 
Psalms of Solomon 8 
 
My ear heard distress and the sound of war, / The blast of the trumpet sounding slaughter and 
destruction. 
The sound of many people as of a violent storm, / As a raging fire storm sweeping through the 
wilderness. 
And I said to my heart, Where, then, will God judge it? 
 
I heard a sound in Jerusalem, the holy city. / My stomach was crushed at what I heard; 
My knees were weak, my heart was afraid,  /My bones shook like reeds.  
,�VDLG��³7KH\�GLUHFWHG�WKHLU�ZD\V�LQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV� 
I thought about the judgments of God since the creation of heaven and earth; 
I proved God right in his judgments in ages past. 
God exposed their sins in the full light of day; 
The whole earth knew the righteous judgments of God. 
In secret places underground was their lawbreaking, provoking (him), 
Son involved with mother and father with daughter; 
(YHU\RQH�FRPPLWWHG�DGXOWHU\�ZLWK�KLV�QHLJKERU¶V�ZLIH� 
They made agreements with them with an oath about these things. 
 
They stole from the sanctuary of God / As if there were no redeeming heir. 
They walked on the place of sacrifice of the Lord (coming) from all kinds of uncleanness; 
And (coming) with menstrual blood (on them), they defiled the sacrifices as if they were common 
meat. 
There was no sin they left undone in which they did not surpass the gentiles. 
 
Because of this God mixed them (a drink) of a wavering spirit,  
And gave them a cup of undiluted wine to make them drunk. 
He brought them someone from the end of the earth, one who attacks in strength; 
He declared war against Jerusalem, and her land. 
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The leaders of the country met him with joy. They said to him, 
³0D\�\RXU�ZD\�EH�EOHVVHG��&RPH��HQWHU�LQ�SHDFH�´ 
They graded the rough roads before his coming, 
They opened the gates to Jerusalem, they crowned her city walls. 
 
+H�HQWHUHG�LQ�SHDFH�DV�D�IDWKHU�HQWHUV�KLV�VRQ¶V�KRXVH����+H�VHW�KLV�IHHW�VHFXUHO\� 
He captured the fortified towers and the wall of Jerusalem, /For God led him in securely while they 
wavered. 
He killed their leaders and every (man) wise in counsel; / He poured out the blood of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem like dirty water, 
He led away their sons and daughters, those profanely spawned. / They acted according to their 
uncleanness, just as their ancestors;  
They defiled Jerusalem and the things that had been consecrated to the name of God. 
 
God was proven right in his execution of the nations of the earth, 
And the devout of God are like innocent lambs among them. 
Worthy of praise is the Lord, who judges the whole earth in his righteousness. 
See, now, God, you have shown us how you rightly judge; 
Our eyes have seen your judgments, O God. 
We have proven your name right, which is honored forever, / For you are the God of righteousness, 
Judging Israel in discipline. / O God, turn your mercy upon us and be compassionate to us. 
Bring together the dispersed of Israel with mercy and goodness, / For your faithfulness is with us. 
For we stiffened our necks, but you are the one who disciplines us. / Do not neglect us, Our God, 
Lest the gentiles devour us as if there were no redeemer. / But you (have been) our God from the 
beginning,  
And on you we have hoped, Lord. / And we will not leave you, 
For your judgments upon us are good. 
 
May (you) be pleased with us and our children forever; / Lord, our savior, we will not be troubled at 
the end of time. Worthy of praise is the Lord for his judgments by the mouth of the devout, /And may 
Israel be blessed by the Lord forever. 
 
Psalms of Solomon 13 
 
Of Solomon. A Psalm: Comfort for the Righteous: 
 
The right hand of the Lord covered me; / The right hand of the Lord spared me. 
7KH�DUP�RI�WKH�/RUG�VDYHG�XV�IURP�WKH�VZRUG�WKDW�SDVVHV�WKURXJK���)URP�IDPLQH�DQG�WKH�VLQQHUV¶�
death. Wild animals attacked them viciously, / They tore their flesh with their teeth,  
And crushed their bones with their molars. / The Lord protected us from meeting all these things. 
 
The godless person was terrified by his mistakes / Lest he be taken along with the sinners. 
For the destruction of the sinner is terrible; / But nothing shall harm the righteous, of all these things. 
For the discipline of the righteous (for things done) in ignorance / Is not the same as the destruction 
of the sinners. 
In secret the righteous are disciplined / Lest the sinner gloat over the righteous. 
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For he will admonish the righteous as a beloved son / And his discipline is as for a firstborn. 
For the Lord will spare his devout,  / And he will wipe away their mistakes with discipline. 
For the life of the righteous (goes on) forever, / But sinners shall be taken away to destruction, 
$QG�QR�PHPRU\�RI�WKHP�ZLOO�HYHU�EH�IRXQG����%XW�WKH�/RUG¶V�PHUF\�LV�XSRQ�WKH�GHYRXW 
And his mercy is upon those who fear him. 
 
II. Exploring Theodicy in Biblical Interpretation: The Case of Abraham 
 
1.  Philo, On Abraham, 2±5 
 
Now these are those men who have lived irreproachably and admirable, whose virtues are durably 
and permanently recorded, as on pillars in the sacred scriptures, not merely with the object of 
praising the men themselves, but also for the sake of exhorting those who read their history, and of 
leading them on to emulate their conduct; for these men have been living and rational laws; and the 
lawgiver has magnified them for two reasons; first, because he was desirous to show that the 
injunctions which are thus given are not inconsistent with nature; and, secondly, that he might prove 
that it is not very difficult or laborious for those who wish to live according to the laws established in 
these books, since the earliest men easily and spontaneously obeyed the unwritten principle of 
legislation before any one of the particular laws were written down at all.  So that a man may very 
properly say, that the written laws are nothing more than a memorial of the life of the ancients. 
 
2. The Testament of Abraham 
 
10:1-3: And the Archangel Michael went down and took Abraham on a chariot of cherubim and lifted him 
XS�LQ�WR�WKH�DLU�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�OHG�KLP�RQWR�WKH�FORXG«DQG�RQ�WKH�FDUULDJH�$EUDKDP�VRDUHG�RYHU�WKH�HQWLUH�
inhabited world.  And Abraham beheld the world as it was that day:  Some were plowing, others leading 
wagons; in one place they were pasturing (flocks), elsewhere abiding (with their flocks) in the fields, while 
dancing and sporting and playing the zither; in another place they were wrestling and pleading at law; 
elsewhere they were weeping, then also bearing the dead to the tomb. And he also saw newlyweds being 
escorted in procession. In a word, he saw everything which was happening in the world, both good and evil. 
Then continuing on, Abraham saw men bearing swords, who held in their hands sharpened swords, and 
Abraham asked the Commander-in-FKLHI��³:KR�DUH�WKHVH"´� 

And the Commander-in-FKLHI�VDLG��³7KHVH�DUH�UREEHUV��ZKR�ZDQW�WR�FRPPLW�PXUGHU�DQG�URE�DQG�EXUQ�DQG�
GHVWUR\�´�$EUDKDP�VDLG��³/RUG��/RUG��KHHG�P\�YRLFH�DQG�FRPPDQG�WKDW�ZLOG�EHDVWV�FDPH�RXW�RI�WKH�WKLFNHW�
DQG�GHYRXU�WKHP�´�$QG�DV�KH�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�ZLOG�EHDVWV came out of the thicket and devoured them. And he 
saw in another place a man with a woman, engaging in sexual immorality with each other, and he said, 
³/RUG��/RUG��FRPPDQG�WKDW�WKH�HDUWK�RSHQ�DQG�VZDOORZ�WKHP�XS�´�$QG�LPPHGLDWHO\�WKH�HDUWK�VSOLW�LQ�WZR�DQd 
swallowed them up. And he saw in another place men breaking into a house and carrying off the possessions 
RI�RWKHUV��DQG�KH�VDLG��³/RUG��/RUG��FRPPDQG�WKDW�ILUH�FRPH�GRZQ�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�FRQVXPH�WKHP�´ 

And as he was speaking fire came down from heaven and consumed them. And immediately a voice came 
down from heaven to the Commander-in-FKLHI��VSHDNLQJ�WKXV��³2�0LFKDHO��Commander-in-chief, command 
the chariot to stop and turn Abraham away, lest he should see the entire inhabited world. For if he were to 
see all those who pass their lives in sin, he would destroy everything that exists. For behold, Abraham has 
not sinned and he has no mercy on sinners. But I made the world, and I do not want to destroy any one of 
them; but I delay the death of the sinner until he should convert and live.  
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3. Genesis Rabbah 39:6, 49:9 
 

�ʧ ʔ̋ ʕ̋ �ʠ ʕʧ ʔʠ�ʩ ʑˎ ʔy �ʭ ʒ̄ ʑʮ�ʤʕʩ ʍy ʔʦʏ̂ �ʩ ʑˎ ʔy�(�ʧ��ʤʮ�ʭʩʬʤʺ): ���˃ ʓy ʒʡ ʏʧ ʒʮ�ʯˣˈ ʕ̍ �ʯ ʓʮ ʓ̌ �˃ʩ ʓʤ˄ ʎʠ�ʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ�˃ ʏʧ ʕ̌ ʍʮ�ʯ ʒ̠ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʲ ʔ̌ ʓy �ʠʕh ʍ̍ ʑs ʔʥ�ʷ ʓʣ ʓʁ � ʕs ʍʡ ʔʤ ʕʠ
�ʤ ʔʮ��ʭʩ ʑʮˣʣ ʍ̨ ʔʤ�ʬ ʔ̂ �ʭʩ ʑʮ ʏʧ ʔy �ˇ ʒ˟ ʔʡ ʍʬ�˒ʰʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʣ ʔʮ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ �ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ ʍˎ ��ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ ʍˎ �ʤʕʩ ʕy ʍ̫ �ʸ ʔ̋ ʕ̋ �ʤʕʩ ʍy ʔʦʏ̂ �ʩ ʑˎ ʔy�ʯ ʕ̇ ʔs �ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍ̠�(ʤʫ��ʧʩ�ʺʩʹʠʸʡ): 

ʥʢʥ�ʤʕʩ ʕʤ ʍʥ�ʲ ʕ̌ ʕy �ʭ ʑ̂ �ʷʩ ʑː ʔʁ �ʺʩ ʑʮ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʤʓ˓ ʔʤ�ʸ ʕʡ ʕʣ ʔ̠ �ʺˈʏ̂ ʒʮ�˃ ʍ̆ �ʤ ʕʬ ʑʬ ʕʧ', 
 
Rabbi Azariah began a homily in the name of Rabbi Aha: You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness; [rightly has God, your God, chosen to anoint you with oil of gladness over all your 
SHHUV@�>3V������@��������5DEEL�$]DULDK�LQWHUSUHWHG�LW�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5DEEL�$তD��ZKHQ�$EUDKDP�RXU�
father stood to plead for mercy for the Sodomites, what is written there? Far be it from You to do 
such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�JXLOW\�>*HQ�������@�´��(trans. Theodor-
Albeck) 
« 

 
�ʕː ʔ̠ �ʺˈʏ̂ ʒʮ�˃ ʍ̆ �ʤ ʕʬ ʑʬ ʕʧ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ��ʡˣ˕ ʑʠ ʍʥ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ��ʣ ʕʧ ʓʠ�ʸ ʕʡ ʕː �˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ�ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʩʒh ʍˎ �ʩʒh ʍ̌ �ʩ ʑʥ ʒʬ�ʩ ʑˎ ʔy �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ���ʲ ʕ̌ ʕy �ʭ ʑ̂ �ʷʩ ʑː ʔʁ �ʺʩ ʑʮ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʤʓ˓ ʔʤ�ʸ ʕʡ

ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʡˣ˕ ʑʠ�(ʡʫ��ʨ�ʡʥʩʠ): �ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�� ʕʤʩ ʓʬ ʕ̂ �ˇʔh ʎ̂ ʓh �ʡˣ˕ ʑʠ��ʸ ʕʫ ʕ̍ � ʕʤʩ ʓʬ ʕ̂ �ʬ ʔʨʕh �ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ��ʤʓ̆ ʔʫ ʍʮ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʲ ʕ̌ ʕy ʍʥ�ʭ ʕs �ʩ ʑs ʍy ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʯ ʒ̠ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʠʩ ʑʤ�ʺ ʔʧ ʔʠ��ʭ
ʤ ʕʢ ʔ̋ �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʡˣ˕ ʑʠ��ʤ ʕʬ˒ˉ ʑˎ �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ. 

 
Rabbi Levi said: Two men said the same thing, Abraham and Job. Abraham said: Far from you to do 
after the manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked [Gen. 18:25]. Job said: It is all one²therefore 
I say: He destroys the innocent and the wicked [Job 9:22]. Yet Abraham was rewarded for it, and Job 
was punished for it? The reason is because Abraham said it with due deliberation while Job spoke 
intemperately. (trans. Theodor-Albeck) 
 
4. Lamentations Rabbah 24 
 

ˎ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʠ ʕˎ �ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʺʩ ʒˎ �ʡ ʔy ʕʧ ʓ̌ �ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ ʍˎ ��ʯ ʕʮ ʍʧʔh �ʸ ʔˎ �ʬ ʒʠ˒ʮ ʍ̌ �ʩ ʑˎ ʔy �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ˇʒʬˣʺ ʍʥ�ˣʰ ʕ̫ ʍʦ�ʨ ʒy ʕʮ ʍʮ˒�ʤ ʓʫˣ
�ʒ̆ ʔʤ ʍʮ�ʤʕʩ ʕʤ ʍʥ��ˣˇʠʖʸ�ʬ ʔ̂ �ʸ ʓɹ ʒʠ ʍʥ�ʥʩ ʕʣ ʕʢ ʍˎ �ʺ ʓʠ�ʲ ʒy ˣʷ ʍʥ�ʥʩʕh ʕ̋ �ʺ ʓʠ�ʤ ʓ̠ ʔʮ˒�ˣˇʠʖʸ�ʺˣʸʏ̂ ʔ̍�ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʷ ʒ̂ ˣʶ ʍʥ�ʣ ʒɹ ˣʱ ʍʥ�ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʺʩ ʒʡ ʍˎ �˂

ʠ ʕy ʓ̌ �ʯ ʕʥʩ ʒ̠ ��ʺʠʖ ʦ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʑʬ ʍʫ˒�ʤ ʕ̌ ˒ˎ�ʩ ʒʣʩ ʑʬ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʠ ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʯˣˇʕʬ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʗʠ�ʬ ʕ̠ ʑʮ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʩʒ̊ ʔs ʍ̌ ʑh �ʤ ʕʮ�ʩʒh ʍ̋ ʑʮ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ�˒ʸ ʍ̌ ʕ̫ �ʭ ʒʤ�ʳ ʔʠ�ʺ ʒy ʕ̄ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ�˒ʤ˒
ˇ�ʺˣʸ˒ˇ�ʣ ʒ̋ ʍɦ ʓʤʯʩ ʑy ʍʮˣʠ ʍʥ�ʺˣʸ˒�(�ʧ��ʢʬ�ʤʩʲʹʩ): �ʺ ʒy ʕ̄ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ��ʺˣ˘ ʑɦ ʍʮ�˒˙ ʔ̌ ʕh �ʩʠ ʔʮ��
ʥʢʥ�ʧ ʔy ʖʠ�ʸ ʒʡ ʖ̡ �ʺ ʔʡ ʕ̌ �ʺˣ˘ ʑɦ ʍʮ�˒˙ ʔ̌ ʕh

�ʔʠʩ ʒʤ�ʭ ʓʤ ʒʮ�ʭʩ ʑ̫ ʍɦ ˣ˝�ʭʩ ʑʫ ʕy ʍʣ�ʩ ʒy ʍʡˣʲ�˒ʤ ʍʩ�ʠʖʬ ʓ̌ �ʭ ʑʩ ʔʬ ʕ̌ ˒ʸʩ ʑʬ� ʕs ʍh ʔ̫ ʍ̋ ʑʤ ʓ̌ �ʺˣ˘ ʑɦ ʍʮ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʒʡ ʖ̡ �ʺ ʔʡ ʕ̌ ��ʤ ʕʮ ʕʮ ʍ̌ ʑʬ�˒ʩ ʕʤ�˂��ʸ
�ʭ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʭʩ ʑʡ ʕ̌ ʍʥ�ʭʩ ʑy ʍʡˣʲ�ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ�˒ʩ ʕʤ ʓ̌ �ʭʩ ʑʫ ʕy ʍː �ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʺ ʒy ʕ̄ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ��ʧ ʔy ʖʠ��ʸ ʒɹ ʒʤ��˒ʺ ʍʡ ʕ̌ �˂ ʔʠʩ ʒʤ�ʭʩ ʑˏ ʔʧ ʔˎ

�ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʺ ʒy ʕ̄ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ��ʺʩ ʑy ʍˎ�ʡ ʒ̄ ʔʩ ʍ̋ ʑʮ�ˣʣʕʩ�ʬ ʔ̂ ʓ̌ ��ʭ ʓʤʩ ʑʡ ʏʠ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ʺʩ ʑy ʍˎ �ʸ ʔɹ ˒ʤ��ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ
�ʔʤ�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ��ʭʩ ʑy ʕ̂ �ʱ ʔʠ ʕʮ��ʵ ʓy ʕʠʕʥ�ʭ ʑʩ ʔʮ ʕ̌ �ʤʒh ˣʷ�ʯˣʩ ʍʬ ʓ̂ �ʬ ʒʠ�ʤ ʕs ʔʠ ʓ̌ �ʭ ʕʬˣʲ ʕˎ �˃˒ʸʩ ʑ̠ ʑʤ�ˣʣʕʩ�ʬ ʔ̂ ʍʥ��ʭʕʬˣʲ ʕʤ�ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʺ ʒy ʕ̄��˂˒ʸ

ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ ʑʣ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʠ ʕʣ ʏʤ��ʭ ʓʤ ʕˎ � ʕs ʍy ʔʧ ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʸ ʔʧ ʔʠ ʍʬ�ʯˣ˕ ʑʁ ʍʥ�ʭ ʑʩ ʔʬ ʕ̌ ˒ʸ ʍʩ� ʕs ʍɦ ʔʠ ʕʮ�ʠ˒ʤ�(ʨʩ��ʣʩ�ʤʩʮʸʩ): ��ʤ ʕʬʏ̂ ʕˏ �ʯˣ˕ ʑʁ ʍˎ �ʭ ʑʠ>ʥ@�ʤ ʕʣ˒ʤ ʍʩ�ʺ ʓʠ� ʕs ʍɦ ʔʠ ʕʮ�ʱ ʖʠ ʕʮ ʏʤ
ʥʢʥ�˃ ʓ̌ ʍɹ ʔh'. (ʧ��ʢʬ�ʤʩʲʹʩ): �ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʺ ʒy ʕ̄ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ��ˇˣʰ ʎʠ�ʡ ʔ̌ ʕʧ�ʠʖʬ�ˇʠʖʸ�˒ʩ ʕʤ ʓ̌ �ˇˣʰ ʎʠ�ʸˣʣ ʍ̠ �˒˘ ʑɹ ʏʠ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ

�ʩ ʒʫ ʏʠ ʍʬ ʔʮ ʍʬ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʷ ʔ̫ ʍʦ ʑh �ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ �ˑ ʕ̋ ˣʠ ʍˎ ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ�ʺ ʓʠ� ʕs ʍʡ ʔ̌ ʕʧ�ʠʖʬ�ʭʩ ʑʡ ʕʫˣ˗�ʺ ʔʣˣʡʏ̂ �ʩ ʒʣ ʍʡˣʲ ʍʬ�ʭ ʓʫʕ̆ �ʤ ʔʮ��ʭ ʓʤ ʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʺ ʒy ʕ̄ ʔʤ
�ʯʕʩ ʍh ʑ̂ ʕˎ �ʣ ʒ̋ ʍɦ ʑʮ�ʯʩ ʑy ʍ̌ ˣʷ�ʕʡ˒�ʣ ʔɹ ʕɦ ʍʥ�˃ ʍ̋ ʩ ʒʡ ʍʬ�ʠ ʕˎ ʓ̌ �˃ ʍʡ ʔʤˣʠ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʩʒh ʍ̋ ʑʮ��ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʥʩʕh ʕɹ ʍʬ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ��ʺˣʸ˒ˇ�ʺˣʸ˒ˇ�ʤʓ˓ ʔʤ��ʩʒh ʍ̋ ʑʮ�ʤ ʕʫ

�ʍʥ��ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʒʡ ʍʬ�ʠ ʕʡ�ʠʖʬ�ˣʮʕʬˣʲ�ʺʩ ʒʡ ʍʬ�ʩʔh ʕɹ ʍ̆ ʑʮ�ʩ ʑʡ ʏʤˣʠ�ʸ ʔʨ ʍɹ ʑ̊ ʓ̌ �ʭˣ˕ ʑʮ�ʭ ʓʤ ʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʥʩ ʕʬ ʕ̂ � ʕs ʍʧ ʔˏ ʍ̌ ʑʤ�ʠʖʬ�ʤ ʕʮʥ ʕ̌ ʍʫ ʔ̂�(ʥʨ��ʠʩ�ʤʩʮʸʩ):��ʩ ʑʣʩ ʑʣʩ ʑ̆ �ʤ ʔʮ
ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʒʡ ʍˎ. 

 
5DEEL�6KPXHO�EDU�1DতPDQ�VDLG��:KHQ�WKH�7HPSOH�ZDV�GHVWUR\HG��$EUDKDP�FDPH�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�
One blessed be He weeping, pulling out his beard, tearing out the hair of his head, striking his face, 
rending his garments, ashes on his head, and he was walking in the Temple and lamenting and 
VFUHDPLQJ��+H�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ:K\�DP�,�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DOO�QDWLRQV�DQG�
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WRQJXHV�WKDW�,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�WKLV�VWDWH�RI�VKDPH�DQG�KXPLOLDWLRQ"¶�:KHQ�WKH�PLQLVWHULQJ�DQJHOV�VDZ�
KLP��WKH\�WRR�FRPSRVHG�ODPHQWDWLRQV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�URZV�DQG�VD\LQJ��³>%HKROG��WKHLU�DQJHOV�FU\�RXW�
RXWVLGH�«@�7KH�KLJKZD\V�DUH�GHVRODWH��ZD\IDUHUV�KDYH�FHDVHG��>he breached the covenant, rejected 
FLWLHV��UHJDUGHG�QR�PDQ@´��,VDLDK�����±����:KDW�LV�³WKH�KLJKZD\V�DUH�GHVRODWH´"�7KH�PLQLVWHULQJ�
DQJHOV�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ7KH�KLJKZD\V�WR�-HUXVDOHP�WKDW�<RX�SUHSDUHG�VR�
that travelers would never ceaVH�IURP�WKHP��KRZ�KDYH�WKH\�EHFRPH�GHVRODWLRQ"¶�³:D\IDUHUV�KDYH�
FHDVHG´�± WKH�PLQLVWHULQJ�DQJHOV�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ7KH�ZD\V�XSRQ�ZKLFK�
,VUDHO�ZRXOG�WUDYHO�RQ�WKH�IHVWLYDOV��KRZ�KDYH�WKH\�EHFRPH�LGOH"¶�³%UHDFKHG�WKH�FRYHQDQW´�± the 
miQLVWHULQJ�DQJHOV�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�
their patriarch Abraham has been breached, by means of whom the world was settled, and by means 
of whom You were recognized in the world as God on High, Maker RI�WKH�KHDYHQV�DQG�WKH�HDUWK�¶�
³5HMHFWHG�FLWLHV´�± WKH�PLQLVWHULQJ�DQJHOV�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ+DYH�<RX�
UHMHFWHG�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�=LRQ�DIWHU�<RX�FKRVH�WKHP"¶�7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³'LG�<RX�UHMHFW�-XGDK��
GLG�<RXU�VRXO�ORDWKH�=LRQ«"´��-HUHPLDK���������³5HJDUGHG�QR�PDQ�>enosh@´�± the ministering 
DQJHOV�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ<RX�GLG�QRW�FRQVLGHU�,VUDHO�HYHQ�OLNH�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�
RI�(QRVK��ZKR�ZHUH�WKH�RULJLQDWRUV�RI�LGRO�ZRUVKLSSHUV�¶�$W�WKDW�PRPHQW��WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�
He attended to the ministering angels��+H�VDLG�WR�WKHP��µ:K\�DUH�\RX�FRPSRVLQJ�ODPHQWDWLRQV�OLNH�
WKLV��VWDQGLQJ�LQ�URZV"¶�7KH\�VDLG�WR�+LP��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��ZK\�GLG�<RX�QRW�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�
$EUDKDP��<RXU�EHORYHG��ZKR�FDPH�WR�<RXU�+RXVH�DQG�ODPHQWHG�DQG�ZHSW"¶�+H�VDLG�WR�WKHP��µ)URP�
the day that My beloved passed away from before Me to his eternal home, he did not come to My 
+RXVH��DQG�QRZ��³:KDW�KDV�0\�EHORYHG�WR�GR�LQ�0\�+RXVH"´¶��-HUHPLDK�������� 

 
�ʒʣʩ ʑˎ �ʯ ʕs ʍy ʔɦ ʍʮ˒�ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʺ ʓʠ� ʕ̋ ʩ ʒʬ ʍʢ ʑʤ�ʤ ʕʮ�ʩʒh ʍ̋ ʑʮ�ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy ��ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʺˣʺʩ ʑʮ�ʬ ʕʫ ʍˎ �ʭ˒ʢ ʕy ʏʤ ʔʥ�ʺˣ˙ ʗʠ ʕʤ�ʩ

�ʕʬˣʲ�ʩ ʑh ʍˎ �ʷ ʕʧ ʍʁ ʑʩ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʒʬʎ̂ ʓʤ ʓ̌ �ʭˣʷ ʕʮ�ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʺʩ ʒˎ �ʺ ʓʠ� ʕs ʍʡ ʔy ʎʧ ʓʤ ʍʥ��ʺˣ˚ ʗ̌ ʍʮ��˒ʠ ʍʨ ʕʧ�˃ʩʓh ʕˎ �ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ ʍʬ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ˣʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��˃ʩʓh ʕɹ ʍʬ�ʤ
ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ ʑʣ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʠ ʕʣ ʏʤ��ˑ ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʺˣ˕ ʑ̋ ˣʠ�ʭ ʑʩ ʔs ʍ̌ ˒�ʭʩ ʑy ʍ̍ ʓ̂ �ʬ ʔ̂ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕy ˣˢ ʔʤ�ʬ ʕ̠ �ʬ ʔ̂ �˒ʸ ʍʡ ʕ̂ ʍʥ�(ʠʩ��ʨ�ʬʠʩʰʣ): ��ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��˃ ʓ̋ ʕy ˣˢ�ʺ ʓʠ�˒ʸ ʍʡ ʕ̂ �ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ�ʬ ʕʫ ʍʥ

�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠˣʺ�ʠʖʡ ʕs �ˣʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��˃ ʓ̋ ʕy ˣˢ�ʺ ʓʠ�˒ʸ ʍʡ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ �ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �ʭ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʒʮ�ʩ ʑʮ�ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ��ʭ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕ̋ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕy
�ʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʠ ʕˎ � ʍs ʔʠ�ʩ ʑs ʑˎ �ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ˑ ʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕy ˣʺ�ʤ ʕʠ ʕˎ �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ���ʺ ʓ̌ ˎ�˂ʕʬ�ʯʩ ʒʠ ʍʥ�˂ ʑʩ ʔ̋ ˣ ʍʁ ʑʮ�ʬ ʔ̂ �˒ʸ ʍʡ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ �ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ

�ʣ ʔ̂ �˂ ʒʬ ʍˎ ʔ̫ ʍʬ�˒ʶ ʕy �ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʯˣˇʕʬ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʗʠ�ʬ ʕ̠ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�˂ ʒy ʩ ʑʦ ʎʧ ʓʤ ʓ̌ �ʭˣʩ�ʩ ʑy ʍʫ ʑʦ��ʩʔh ʕ̋ ʑʮ�ʭʩ ʑh ʕ̋��˂ ʕ̋ ˣʠ�˒ʬ ʍˎ ʑ̫ ʍʥ�ʩʔh ʩ ʑɦ �ʸ ʔʤ ʍʬ�ʩʔh ʕʡ�˒ʠ ʕˎ ʓ̌
�ʕ̌ ʍʫ ʔ̂ ʍʥ��˂˒ʣ ʍˎ ʑʫ ʍʥʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʤ ʕʣʩ ʑ̂ ʒʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʣ ʕʧ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʁ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʣ ʍʮ ʕ̂ �˂ ʕʫ�ʤ ʕy ˣˢ�ʤ ʕ̂ ʍʮ ʕ̄ ʓ̌ �ʯ ʕʥʩ ʒ̠ ��ʭ ʕ̋ ʕy ʕʁ �ʭˣʩ ʍˎ �ʭ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʠ ʕˎ � ʍs ʔʠ�ʥ. 

 
$EUDKDP�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��:K\�GLG�<RX�H[LOH�P\�
children, deliver them into the hand of the nations, kill them with all kinds of uncommon deaths, and 
destroy the Temple, the place where I elevated my son Isaac DV�D�EXUQW�RIIHULQJ�EHIRUH�<RX"¶�7KH�
+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H�VDLG�WR�$EUDKDP��µ<RXU�FKLOGUHQ�VLQQHG�DQG�YLRODWHG�WKH�HQWLUH�7RUDK�DQG�
the twenty-WZR�OHWWHUV�WKDW�DUH�LQ�LW�¶�7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³$OO�,VUDHO�KDYH�YLRODWHG�<RXU�7RUDK´�
(Daniel 9:11). AbraKDP�VDLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��ZKR�ZLOO�
WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO�WKDW�WKH\�YLRODWHG�<RXU�7RUDK"¶�+H�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ/HW�WKH�7RUDK�FRPH�DQG�WHVWLI\�
DJDLQVW�,VUDHO�¶�,PPHGLDWHO\��WKH�7RUDK�FDPH�WR�WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�WKHP��$EUDKDP�VDLG�WR�LW��µ0\�
daughter, you have come to testify against Israel that they violated your mitzvot, and you have no 
shame before me? Remember the day that the Holy One blessed be He circulated you among every 
nation and they did not want to accept you, until my descendants came to Mount Sinai and accepted 
\RX�DQG�KRQRUHG�\RX��1RZ�\RX�FRPH�WR�WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�WKHP�RQ�WKHLU�GD\�RI�GLVWUHVV"¶�2QFH�WKH�
Torah heard this, it stood to one side and did not testify against them. 

 
�ʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �ʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �˒ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʩ ʍʥ�ʺˣ˕ ʑ̋ ˣʠ�ʭ ʑʩ ʔs ʍ̌ ˒�ʭʩ ʑy ʍ̍ ʓ̂ �˒ʠ ʖʡʕʩ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ ʍʬ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ˣʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʤ ʕʠ ʕˎ ��ʺˣ˕ ʑ̋ ˣʠ�ʭ ʑʩ ʔs ʍ̌ ˒�ʭʩ ʑy ʍ̍ ʓ̂ �˒ʠ ʕˎ �ʣ

ʳ�ʬʠ��ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ˑ ʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʤ ʕy ˣˢ ʔʤ�ʬ ʔ̂ �˒ʸ ʍʡ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ �ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʳ�ʬʠ�����ʭ ʕ̋ ʕy ʕʁ �ʭˣʩ ʍˎ �ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʺʠ ʕʡ˒�ʺˣ˕ ʑ̋ ˣʠ ʕʤ�ʬ ʕʫ ʍʬ�ˇʠʖʸ� ʍs ʔʠ
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�˂ ʕˎ �ʧ ʔ̋ ʕɹ ˒�ʩʔh ʩ ʑɦ �ʸ ʔʤ�ʬ ʔ̂ �ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʤ ʕʬ ʍʢ ʑ̊ ʓ̌ �ʭˣʩ�ʩ ʑy ʍʫ ʑʦ�(ʡ��ʫ�ʺʥʮʹ): �� ʕs ʔʠ ʍʥ��ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ�ʯˣˇʕʬ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʗʠ�˂˒ʬ ʍˎ ʑ̫ �ʠʖʬ ʍʥ��˃ʩ ʓʤ˄ ʎʠ�
ʤ�ʩ ʑʫ ʖh ʕʠ
�ʍʥ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �ʭ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʺ�ʩʡ�ʤ ʕ̋ ʠ ʕˎ ��ʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʤ ʕʣʩ ʑ̂ ʒʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʣ ʕʧ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʁ ʍʬ�ʳ�ʬʠ�ʤ ʕʣ ʍʮ ʕ̂ �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʩʔh ʕʡ ʍˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʺʠ ʕˎ��ʺʠ ʕˎ � ʍs ʔʠ�ʩ ʑs ʑˎ �ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ˑ ʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ

�ʔ̂ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ ʑʣ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʠ ʕʣ ʏʤ��ʤ ʕy ˣˢ ʔʤ�ˇʠʖʸ ʍˎ � ʍs ʔʠ ʓ̌ �ʤ ʕy ˣʺ�ʩ ǯ ʍʮ ʗʧ�ʤ ʕ̄ ʑʮ ʏʧ ʔˎ �ʯʩ ʑʦʩ ʑy ʍʦ�ʭ ʒʤ ʓ̌ ��ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʬ�(ʠ��ʠ�ʺʩʹʠʸʡ): ���ʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ�ʠ ʕy ʕˎ �ʺʩ ʑ̌ ʠ ʒy ʍˎ
ʤ ʕʣ ʍʮ ʕ̂ �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ ʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʺʠ ʕˎ � ʍs ʔʠ�ʬ�ʮʩʢ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ˑʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ ʍʬ�ʬ�ʮʩʢ�ʤ ʕ̋ ʠ ʕˎ ��ʭ˒ʬ ʍ̠ �ʤ ʕʣʩ ʑ̂ ʒʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʣ ʕʧ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʁ ʍʬ�ʺ�ʩʡ��˒ʸ ʍʡ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ �ʩʔh ʕʡ ʍˎ �ʣ

�ʏʤ��ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ��ˇʠʖʸ ʕˎ �ʤʕh ˒ʺ ʍh � ʍs ʔʠ ʓ̌ �ʺʩ ʑʁ ʩ ʑʁ �ʺʔʥ ʍʁ ʑʮ�ʺ ʓʮʓ̞ ʔ̫ ʍʮ ʓ̌ �ʤ ʕ̇ ʗʠ�ˇʒʩ�ʭ˒ʬ ʍ̠ ��ʤ ʕy ˣˢ ʔʤ�ʬ ʔ̂ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ ʑʣ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʠ ʕʣ�)ʡʩ��ʡʫ�ʭʩʸʡʣ ( 
 ˂ ʕ̆ �ʤ ʓ̍ ʏ̂ ʔs �ʭʩ ʑʬ ʑʣ ʍˏ. �ʔˎ ʍ̋ ʑh ��ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʯ ʕ̫ ʩ ʑs ʍ̌ ʑʤ ʓ̌ �ʺˣ˕ ʑ̋ ˣʠ ʕʤ�ʬ ʕ̠ �˒ʠ ʕy ʓ̌ �ʯ ʕʥʩ ʒʫ ʍʥ��ʭ˒ʬ ʍ̠ �ʤ ʕʣʩ ʑ̂ ʒʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʣ ʕʧ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʁ ʍʬ�ʬ�ʮʩʢ�ʤ ʕʣ ʍʮ ʕ̂ �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��˒ʣ ʍʮ ʕ̂ ʍʥ�˒ˇ ʍ̞

��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍˎ �˒ʣʩ ʑ̂ ʒʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʯ ʕʮ ʍʁ ʔ̂ ʍˎ 
 
 
7KH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H�VDLG�WR�$EUDKDP��µ/HW�WKH�WZHQW\-two letters come and testify against 
,VUDHO�¶�,PPHGLDWHO\��WKH�WZHQW\-two letters came. Alef came to testify against Israel that they violated 
WKH�7RUDK��$EUDKDP�VDLG�WR�LW��µAlef, you are the leader of all the letters, and you come to testify 
against Israel on their day of distress? Remember the day that the Holy One blessed be He revealed 
+LPVHOI�RQ�0RXQW�6LQDL�DQG�EHJDQ�ZLWK�\RX��³,�DP�>anokhi@�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG´��([RGXV�������± no 
nation other WKDQ�P\�GHVFHQGDQWV�DFFHSWHG�\RX��DQG�\RX�FRPH�WR�WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�P\�GHVFHQGDQWV"¶�
Immediately, alef stood to one side and did not testify against them. 
 
Bet FDPH�WR�WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO��$EUDKDP�VDLG�WR�LW��µ0\�GDXJKWHU��KDYH�\RX�FRPH�WR�WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�
P\�GHVFHQGDQWV��ZKR�DUH�GLOLJHQW�LQ�WKH�ILYH�ERRNV�RI�WKH�7RUDK��DV�\RX�DUH�DW�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�7RUDK"¶�
7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�>bereshit] God FUHDWHG´��*HQHVLV�������
Immediately, bet stood to one side and did not testify at all. 

 
Gimel FDPH�WR�WHVWLI\�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO��$EUDKDP�VDLG�WR�LW��µ0\�GDXJKWHU��KDYH�\RX�FRPH�WR�WHVWLI\�
against my descendants that they violated the Torah? Is there any nation who fulfills the mitzva of 
ULWXDO�IULQJHV��ZKLFK�\RX�DSSHDU�DW�LWV�KHDG"¶�7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³<RX�VKDOO�PDNH�IRU�\RXUVHOYHV�
twisted threads [gedilim@´��'HXWHURQRP\���������,PPHGLDWHO\� gimel stood to one side and did not 
testify at all. When all the letters saw that Abraham had silenced them, they were ashamed, stood by 
themselves, and did not testify against Israel. 

 
�xʰˣˎ ʑy �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʕ̋ �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʯ ʓˎ �ʸ˒ʧ ʕˎ �ʤʕʩ ʕʤ ʍʥ�ˣˢ ʍ̂ ʔː �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʣ ʔʮ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ ʍʫ˒��ʯ ʒˎ �ʩ ʑʬ� ʕs ʔ̋ ʕh �ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʤ ʕʠ ʒʮ ʍʬ�ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �

��ʥʩ ʕʬ ʕ̂ �ʩ ʑs ʍʮ ʔʧ ʑy �ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑy ʕʦ ʍʫ ʔʠ ʍ̠ �ʥʩ ʕʬ ʕ̂ �ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʒ̍ ʏ̂ ʔh ʍʥ��ʩʔh ʕɹ ʍʬ�ʤʕʬˣʲ�˒ʤ ʒʬʏ̂ ʔʤ�ʩ ʑʬ� ʕs ʍy ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʭʩ ʑh ʕ̌ �ʲ ʔʡ ʓ̌ ʕʥ�ʭʩ ʑ̌ ʬ ʍ̌�ʩ ʑs ʍ̋ ʔɹ ʕ̠ �ʩ ʑʮ ʍʁ ʔ̂ ʍˎ �ʩ ʑh ʏʠ�ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ���ʠʖʬ ʍʥ��ˣʺˣʠ
ʠ ʕˎ ʔʠ�ʩ ʑʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ ʓ̌ ʍ̠ ��ʭ ʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʷ ʕʧ ʍʁ ʑʩ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʕ̋ ��ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʭ ʒʧ ʔy ʍ̋ �ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʺʠʖ ʦ�ʩ ʑʬ�ʸ ʖ̠ ʍʦ ʑ̋�(ʧ��ʡʫ�ʺʩʹʠʸʡ): ��ʤ ʓʖ́ ʔʤ�ˣ˘�ʤ ʓʠ ʍy ʑʩ�ʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ

�ʔ̂ �ʩ ʑˎ ʑʬ�ʯˣʶ ʍy ʑˎ �ʩ ʑs ʍʣ ʔ̫ ʎ̂ ʓh ʍʥ�˃ʩ ʓy ʕʡ ʍː �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʑs ʍʡ ʔ̠ ʑ̂ �ʠʖʬ��ʩ ʑh ʍˎ �ʤ ʕʬ ʖ̡ ʍʬ��ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʺʠʖ ʦ�ʩ ʑʬ�ʸ ʖ̠ ʍʦ ʑ̋ �ʠʖʬ ʍʥ��ʯʩ ʑ̠ ʔ̨ ʔʤ�ʺ ʔʧ ʔs �ʩ ʑy ʠʕ˒ ʔʁ �ʺ ʓʠ�ʩ ʑs ʍʨ ʔ̌ ʕɹ ˒� ʔʧ ʒˎ ʍʦ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒˎ ʔˏ �ʬ
ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʭ ʒʧ ʔy ʍ̋. 

 
�ʔʢ ʕ̋ �ˣʺʩ ʒˎ ʑʮ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʠ ʕʁ ʕ̞ ʓ̌ ʍʫ˒��ʯ ʕʡ ʕʬ�ʺʩ ʒʡ ʍˎ �ʩ ʑs ʍʣ ʔʮ ʕ̂ �ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʭʩ ʑy ʍ̍ ʓ̂ �ʠʖʬ��ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʡ ʖ̫ ʏ̂ ʔʩ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʕ̋��ʺ ʓʠ�ʢ ʖy ʏʤ ʔʬ�ˇ ʒ˟ ʑʡ˒�ʲ ʕ̌ ʕy ʕʤ�ʥ ʕ̍ ʒ̂ �ʩ ʑˎ �ʲ

ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒʡ ʍʩˣʠ�ʣʔʩ ʍˎ �˒ʸ ʍɦ ʍʮ ʑh �ʥ ʕ̌ ʍʫ ʔ̂ ʍʥ��ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒʬʏ̂ �ʤ ʕ̋ ʩ ʑʮ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑʮ ʍʁ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʑs ʍy ʔɦ ʕʮ˒�ʩʔh ʕˎ���ʩ ʑs ʍʬ ʔʡ ʕɦ ʍʥ�ʭʩ ʑʬˣʢ ʍh ʍy ʔs �ʬ ʓ̌ �ʭʩ ʑʧˣʸ ʍɹ ʓʠ ʍ̠ �ʭʩ ʑs ʍʬ ʔː ʑˏ ʓ̌ �ʸ ʔʧ ʔʠ ʍʬ��ʤ ʕʧ ʍʡ ʑʨ ʍʬ�ʯʠʖ˞ ʔ̠
ʭ ʒʧ ʔy ʍʬ�ʺʠʖ ʦ�ʩ ʑʬ�ʸ ʖ̠ ʍʦ ʑ̋ �ʠʖʬ�ʤ ʕs ʔ̂ ʍʥ��ʭ ʕy ˒ʡʏ̂ ʔˎ �ʬˣʣ ʕˏ �ʸ ʔ̂ ʔʁ ʍˎ �ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʑʩ ʕʤ�ʩ ʔʮʕʩ�ʡ ʖy �ʩ ʑ̠ ��ʭʩ ʑh ʕˎ �ʬ˒ː ʑˏ �ʸ ʔ̂ ʔʁ �ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒʬʏ̂�ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʬ ʔ̂. 

 
 
 
,PPHGLDWHO\��$EUDKDP�EHJDQ�>VSHDNLQJ@�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H�DQG�VDLG��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�
universe, at one hundred years You gave me a son. When he achieved cognition and was a thirty-
seven-year-old young man, You said to me: Sacrifice him as a burnt-offering before Me. I became 
like a cruel person to him and had no mercy on him. Rather, I, myself, bound him. Will You not 
UHPHPEHU�WKLV�RQ�P\�EHKDOI�DQG�KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�P\�GHVFHQGDQWV"¶ 



-HZLVK�&RQIURQWDWLRQV�ZLWK�*RG�LQ�$QWLTXLW\ 
 
'U��0DOND�=��6LPNRYLFK 
7RUDK�LQ�0RWLRQ 
2FWREHU�������� 
 

 � 

. 
,VDDF�EHJDQ�DQG�VDLG��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��ZKHQ�P\�IDWKHU�VDLG�WR�PH��³*RG��+LPVHOI��ZLOO�VHH�WR�
WKH�ODPE�IRU�D�EXUQW�RIIHULQJ��P\�VRQ´��*HQHVLV��������,�GLG�QRW�GHOD\�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�<RXU�ZRUGV��DQG�
I was bound willingly upon the altar and extended my neck under the knife. Will You not remember 
WKLV�RQ�P\�EHKDOI�DQG�KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�P\�GHVFHQGDQWV"¶ 
 
-DFRE�EHJDQ�DQG�VDLG��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��GLG�,�QRW�UHPDLQ�LQ�/DEDQ¶V�KRXVH�IRU�WZHQW\�\HDUV"�
When I departed from his house, the wicked Esau encountered me and sought to kill my children, 
and I endangered my life on their behalf. Now they are delivered into the hand of their enemies like 
sheep to slaughter after I raised them like chicks and suffered the travails of child raising on their 
behalf, as most of my days I experienced great suffering for their sake. Will You not now remember 
this on my behDOI�WR�KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�P\�GHVFHQGDQWV"¶ 

 
�ʓʤʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʩ ʑs ʍʁ ʔy ʍʥ�ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʭʩ ʑ̂ ʕˎ ʍy ʔʠ�ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ�ʬ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʑʩ ʕʤ�ʯ ʕʮ ʎʠʓh �ʤ ʓ̂ ˣʸ�ʠʖʬ��ʭʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʕ̋��ʯ ʔʮ ʍʦ� ʔ̂ ʩ ʑˏ ʑʤ ʓ̌ ʍʫ˒��ʸ ʕˎ ʍʣ ʑ̇ ʔˎ �ʱ˒ʱ ʍ̠ �ʭ

ʥ ʕ̌ ʍʫ ʔ̂ ʍʥ��ʩ ʔ̋ ˣʮ ʍʁ ʔ̂ �˒ʬ ʍ̋ ʑʩ�ʸ ʕˎ ʍʣ ʑ̇ ʔˎ �ʩ ʔʬ ʕ̂ � ʕs ʍy ʔʦ ʕˏ �ʵ ʓy ʕʠ ʕʬ�˒ʱ ʍh ʕ̠ ʑ̞ ʓ̌���ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʩʒh ʍˎ �ʭʩ ʑy ʍʮˣʠ ʓ̌ �ʬ ʕ̌ ʕ̇ ʔʤ�˒ʤʓʦ��ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒʬʏ̂ �ʺˣ˗ ʍʡ ʑʬ ʍʥ�ʣ ʖ̋ ʍɦ ʑʬ�ʩ ʑʬ� ʕs ʍʧ ʔʬ ʕ̌ �˒ʬ ʕˏ ʓ̌
�ʒʠʩ ʑʡ ʏʠʔʥ�˂ ʒʬ ʒʠ ʓ̌ �ʩʔh ʕɹ ʍʬ�˂ ʒʬ�ʤʕʩ ʍʮ ʍy ʑʩ ʍʬ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ �ˑ ʕ̋ ˣʠ ʍˎ ��ʩ ʑʬ�ʲ ʔy �ˣʺ ʕ̂ ʕy ʒʮ˒�ʩ ʑʬ�ʡˣʨ�ʠʖʬ�ʩ ʑh ˣʣ ʏʠ�ʡ˒˔ ʑʮ�ʏ̂ �ˣʣʕʩ� ʔʧʩ ʑ̊ ʔʮ�ʩ ʑʮ�ʤ ʓʠ ʍy ʓʠ ʍʥ�ʭ���ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒʬ
�ʑʩ ʍʥ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�˂ ʔʬ ʕʤ�ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʯ ʒʫ�ʩ ʑ̋ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʳ ʔʠ�ˣʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʭʩ ʑʢ˒ʸʏʤ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍ̋ ʑʮ�˂ ʓy ʓː ʔˎ �˂ ʒʬʩ ʒʬ�ʸ ʕ̌ ʍɹ ʓʠ�ʩ ʑʠ�ʤʕʩ ʍʮ ʍy ʑʩ�ˣʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��ʺˣʸʏʤʔh ʍʬ�˒ʲʩ ʑˏ ʑʤ ʓ̌ �ʣ ʔ̂ ��ʥʩʕh ʕɹ ʍʬ�ʤʕʩ ʍʮ ʍy

�ʑʬ�ˣʸ ʍʡ ʑ˟ ʑʮ�ʭ ʕy ʍʮ ʔ̂ �ʯ ʓˎ �ʠ ʕˎ �ʤʓʦ ʕʬ�ʤʓʦ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ ʍʬ�˒ʤ˒ʠ ʕy ��ʬ ʓʡ ʕˎ��ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʩʔh ʕɹ ʍ̆ ʑʮ�ʠʩ ʑʤ�ʤ ʕy ʒʦ ʍˏ �ʤ ʕy ʍʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʬˣʷ�ʺ ʔˎ �ʤ ʕ̋ ʍʁ ʕʩ��˒ʰʩ ʒy ʕʁ �ʣʔ̞ ʑʮ�˒ʰʩ ʒ̋ ˣʣ ʍɹ
ʤ ʕy ʒʤ ʍʮ ʑˎ �ʭ ʓʫ ʍ̋ ʓʠ�ʸʩ ʑʦ ʏʧʔʩ�ʭˣʷ ʕ̇ ʔʤ�ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ��ʤ ʕy ʒʦ ʍˏ �ʤ ʕy ʍʦ ʍʢ ʑh �ʸ ʕʡ ʍ̠ ʓ̌ �ʸ ʕ̌ ʍɹ ʓʠ�ʩ ʑʠ�ʭ ʓʫ ʍ̋ ʓʠ�ʸʩ ʑʦ ʏʧ ʔʤ ʍʬ�ʩʔh ʕˎ �ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʭ ʓʤ ʕʬ��ʕ̌ �ˑ ʕ̋ ˣʠ ʍˎ ��ʭ ʕ̋ ˣʠ� ʔʧʩ ʑ̊ ʑʤ ʍʥ��˒ʮʩ ʑy ʒʤ�ʤ ʕ̂

ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ ʑʣ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʠ ʕʣ ʏʤ��ʭˣʸ ʕ̇ ʔʬ�ʭ ʕ̋ ʕ̞ ʑʫ ʍˎ �ʤ ʕ̋ ʍʬ ʕ̂ ʓ̌ �ʣ ʔ̂ �ʤ ʕʬˣʣ ʍʢ�ʤʕ̞ ʑʫ ʍʡ ʑˎ �ʭ ʕʬˣʷ�(ʠ��ʦʬʷ�ʭʩʬʤʺ): ˒ʰʩ ʑʫ ʕˎ �ʭ ʔˏ �˒ʰ ʍʡ ʔ̌ ʕʩ�ʭ ʕ̌ �ʬ ʓʡ ʕˎ �ʺˣʸ ʏʤʔh �ʬ ʔ̂. 
 
0RVHV�EHJDQ�DQG�VDLG��µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��ZDV�,�QRW�D�OR\DO�VKHSKHUG�RYHU�,VUDHO�IRU�IRUW\�\HDUV"�
I ran before them like a horse in the wilderness, yet when the time came for them to enter the land, 
You decreed against me that my bones would fall in the wilderness. Now that they have been exiled 
\RX�VHQW�WR�PH�WR�ODPHQW�WKHP�DQG�ZHHS�RYHU�WKHP�¶�7KLV�LV�WKH�SDUDEOH�WKDW�SHRSOH�VD\��)URP�WKH�
goodness of my master it is not good for me, and from his evil it is bad for me. 
 
$W�WKDW�PRPHQW��0RVHV�VDLG�WR�-HUHPLDK��µ*R�EHIRUH�PH�VR�,�PD\�JR�DQG�EULQJ�WKHP��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
VHH�ZKR�LV�JRLQJ�WR�UHVWUDLQ�WKHP�¶�-HUHPLDK�VDLG��µ,W�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�JR�RQ�WKH�ZD\�GXH�WR�WKH�
FRUSVHV�¶�+H�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ1HYHUWKHOHVV�¶�,PPHGLDWHO\��0RVHV�went and Jeremiah was before him, 
XQWLO�WKH\�UHDFKHG�WKH�ULYHUV�RI�%DE\ORQ��7KH\�VDZ�0RVHV�DQG�VDLG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��µ7KH�VRQ�RI�$PUDP�
KDV�FRPH�IURP�KLV�JUDYH�WR�UHGHHP�XV�IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�RXU�DGYHUVDULHV�¶�$�'LYLQH�9RLFH�HPHUJHG�
DQG�VDLG��µ,W�LV�D�GHFUHH�IURP�EHIRUH�0H�¶�,PPHGLDWHO\��0RVHV�VDLG�WR�WKHP��µ0\�FKLOGUHQ��WR�UHWXUQ�
you is impossible, as the decree has already been issued. Rather, the Omnipresent will return you 
VSHHGLO\�¶�+H�OHIW�WKHP��$W�WKDW�PRPHQW��WKH\�UDLVHG�WKHLU�YRLFH�LQ�JUHDW�ZHHSLQJ�XQWil their weeping 
DVFHQGHG�2Q�+LJK��7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³%\�WKH�ULYHUV�RI�%DE\ORQ��WKHUH�ZH�VDW�DQG�DOVR�ZHSW´�
(Psalms 137:1). 

 
�ʓʤ ʒʮ˒��˒ʢ ʍy ʕʤ�ʭ ʓʤ ʒʮ��ʭ ʓʤ ʕʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ��˒ʰʩʒh ʕʡ ʍˎ �ʭʩ ʑʡ ʍʩˣʠ ʕʤ�˒ˈ ʕ̂ �ʤ ʓʮ�ˣʬ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠ�ʭʕʬˣʲ ʕʤ�ʺˣʡ ʏʠ�ʬ ʓʁ ʒʠ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʠ ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʯ ʕʥʩ ʒ̠���ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒy ˣʧ ʏʠ ʔʬ�ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒʣ ʍʩ�˒ʺ ʍɹ ʕ̠ �ʭ

�ʍʥ�˂ ʓy ʓː ʔˎ �˒ʺ ʒʮ�ʭ ʓʤ ʒʮ˒��ʭʩ ʑ̇ ʗy ʏ̂ �ʭʩ ʑʨ ʕ̌ ʍɹ ʑh �ʭ ʓʤ ʒʮ˒��ʬʓʦ ʍy ʔʡ�ʩ ʒʬ ʍʡ ʔʫ ʍˎ �ʭʩ ʑy ˒ʱ ʏʠ�ʭ ʓʤ ʒʮ˒��ʭʩ ʑʫ ʕʬ ʍ̌ ʗʮ�ʭ ʓʤ ʒʮ˒��ʵ ʓy ʕʠ ʕʤ�ʺ ʔʮ ʎʤ ʓʡ ʍʬ˒�ʭ ʑʩ ʔʮ ʕ̄ ʔʤ�ʳˣʲ ʍʬ�ʭ ʕ̋ ʕʬ ʍʡ ʑh
˒ʺʩʒʥ ʏʤ�ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ��ʯʔh ʍʡ ʑʬ�ʠ ʕʨ ʍʮ ʑː �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʔʥ�ʺˣʰʩ ʑ̫ ʍˎ �˒ʰ ʍh ˣʷ ʍʥ�˒ʫ ʕʡ˒�ʭʕ̆ ʗ̠ �˒ʧ ʍ̋ ʕ̋ �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮ��ʭʩ ʑʠ ʒʮ ʍʁ ˒�ʭʩ ʑʡ ʒ̂ ʍy �ʤ ʕ̇ ʔʧ ʔʬ��ʯ˒ʺʩ ʑʫ ʔʮ ʍː �ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ��ʠ ʕˎ ʔʠ�ʠ ʕʬ ʍˎ �ʩ ʒʮ ʍ̋ ʔʩ ʍ̠ �ʯ

�ʠ ʕy ʏʤʩ ʑʨ ʍˎ�ʒʤ��ʠ ʕʬ ʍː ʍh ʔɦ �ʠʖʬ ʍʡ˒�ʩʒh ʠ ʕɦ ʍʮ�ʩ ʒʁ ʩ ʑʬ ʏʧ�ʩ ʒʁ ʕʁ ʏʧ ʔʡ˒�ʩ ʒy ˒ʨ ʍˎ �ʯ˒ʺʩ ʒˏ ʔɦ �ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ��˒ʱ ʍʫ�ʠ ʕʬ ʍʡ˒�ʠ ʕ̌ ˒ʡ ʍʬ�ʠ ʕʬ ʍˎ �ʠ ʕʨʩ ʍʩ ʔ̫ ʍʡ˒��ʩʒh ˒ʲ ʍʨ�ʩ ʒʬ ʍʡˣʮ�ʯ˒ʺʩ ʑh ʏ̂ ʔʨ�ʩ ʒʫʩ
˒ʴ ʍˎ �ʠ ʕ̫ ˣʸ�ʯ˒ˢ ʍ̂ ʔʬ ʍˎ �ʠ ʕʬ�ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ��ʯˣʫʩ ʒy ˣʧ ʏʠ ʔʬ�ʯ˒ʺʩ ʑɹ ʍ̠ �ʯˣʫʩ ʒʣ ʍʩ�ˣʥ ʏʤ�ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ��ʠ ʕʬ ʕʧ ʍːʥʫʩ ʒʮ. �� ʍs ʍʫ ʔ̌ ʏʧ�ʠ ʕʬ�ʩʠ ʔ̇ ʔʠ�ʠ ʕ̌ ʍʮ ʑ̌ �ʠ ʕʨʩ ʑʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʏʠʔʥ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʍ̋

�ʕʧ�ʩʒʥ ʎʤ ʓʠ�ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ��ʠʕh ʍʮʩ ʒʤ ʍʮ�ʠʕʩʏ̂ ʔy �ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�˂ʩʕ̞ ʔʧ ʍˎ �ʠ ʕ̌ ʍʮ ʑ̌ �ˑʩ ʒʬ�ʸ ʔʣ ʏʤ ʔʠ��ʠ ʕ̌ ʍː ʍ̫ ʔʮ�ʺʩ ʒʡ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʠ ʍh ʔ̍ �ʬʠ ʕ̂ ʍː �ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ ʍˎ��ʩ ʑʬ�˒ʴ ʕy �ʠ ʕʬ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑʬ�ʯʩ ʑ̫ ʍʡ ʔ̌ �ʠ ʕʬ ʍː �ʠ ʕʫˣˇ
�ʩ ʑʬ�ʯʩ ʑʨ ʍ̫ ʕh ʍː��˂ʩ ʕy ˣʤ ʍh �ʸ ʔʤ ʍh ˒�ʷˣ˝�ʩ ʑʬ�ʯʩ ʑy ʍʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʠ ʕy ˒ʰ ʍʣ�ʩ ʒʨˣˇ�ʯʩ ʑs ʩ ʑ̌ ʍˎ 
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:KHQ�0RVHV�FDPH�WR�WKH�SDWULDUFKV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH\�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ:KDW�KDYH�WKH�HQHPLHV�GRQH�WR�
RXU�GHVFHQGDQWV"¶�+H�VDLG��µ6RPH�RI�WKHP�WKH\�NLOOHG��VRPH�RI�WKHP�WKH\�WLHG�WKHLU�KDQGV�EHKLQG�
them, some of them were bound in iron chains, some of them were stripped naked, some of them 
died on the way and their carcasses were left for the bird of the heavens and the animals of the earth, 
DQG�VRPH�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�FDVW�LQ�WKH�VXQ�KXQJU\�DQG�WKLUVW\�¶�,PPHGLDWHO\��WKH\�DOO�EHJDQ�ZHHSLQJ�DQG�
ODPHQWLQJ��µ:RH�RYHU�Zhat has befallen our children! How have you become like orphans without a 
father; how do you lie in the afternoon and in the summer without garment and without covering; 
how have you walked on mountains and on gravel with shoes removed and without sandals; how 
have you carried bundles filled with sand; how have your hands been bound behind you; how have 
\RX�EHHQ�XQDEOH�WR�VZDOORZ�HYHQ�WKH�VSLWWOH�LQ�\RXU�PRXWKV"¶�0RVHV�EHJDQ�DQG�VDLG��µ&XUVHG�VXQ��
:K\�GLG�\RX�QRW�GDUNHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�HQHP\�HQWHUHG�WKH�7HPSOH"¶�7KH�VXQ�UHVSRQGHG�WR�KLP��µ0RVHV��
loyal shepherd, how could I darken, they did not allow me and did not relent from me, as they took 
PH�ZLWK�VL[W\�URGV�RI�ILUH�DQG�VDLG�WR�PH��*R�DQG�VKLQH�\RXU�OLJKW�¶ 

 
ʩ ʒ̆ ʔʫ ʍʮ�ʠ ʕʬ ʍʫʩ ʒʤ ʍʥ�ʡ ʒy ʕʧʩ ʑː �ˑʩʒh ʍʮ ʑʦ�ʠ ʕʨ ʍʮ�ʩ ʑ̠ �ʩ ʔʥ��˂ ʔ̌ ʕʧ�ʩ ʒʫʩ ʒʤ�ʠ ʕ̌ ʍː ʍ̫ ʔʮ�˂ʕʥʩ ʑʦ�ʬ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʔʥ�ʸ ʔʮ ʏʠʔʥ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʍ̋ �ʡ˒ˢ���ʯˣʤ˒ʡ ʏʠʔʥ�ʯʩ ʑʬ ʍʨ ʔ̫ ʍ̋ ʑʮ�ʡ ʔy �ʩ ʒʡ ʍʣ�ʩ ʒ̫ ʍː ʍy ʔʣ ʍʥ

�ʒʠ ʕˎ ʔ̌ ��ʸ ʔʮ ʏʠʔʥ�ʤ ʓ̌ ʮ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʍ̋ �ʡ˒ˢ��ʠ ʕˎ ʍy ʔʧ ʍʡ˒�ʠ ʕ̋ ˒ʬ ʕʢ ʍʥ�ʤʕʩ ʍʡ ʑ̄ ʔˎ �ʯʩ ʑʬ ʍʦ ʕʠ��ʯˣ˒ ʔ̌ ʍ̋ �ʠ ʕʬ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕʠ ʕy ʍʦ ʍʫ ʔʠ�ʠ ʕʬˣʨ ʕ̫ �ʯ˒ʬ ʍʨ ʍ̫ ʑ̋ �ʠ ʕʬ��ʩ ʒʬˣʨ ʕ̫ �ʯ˒ˢ ʔʠ�ʯˣʫʩʒ̞ ʔʧ ʍˎ �ʩ ʑʠ�ʩ
�ʍː �ʠʕh ʍʮʩ ʑʦ�ʠ ʕʨ ʍʮ ʑː ��ʠ ʕ̇ ʑʠ ʍː �ˑ ʔ̋ ʍh ʔʠ ʍʡ�ʠ ʕs ʔy ʍʡ˒��ʠ ʕˎ ʔʠ ʍː �ʩ ʑʤˣ˝ ʍh ʔʠ ʍˎ �ʠ ʕy ʍˎ �ʯ˒ʬ ʍʨ ʍ̫ ʑ̋ �ʠ ʕʬ ʍʥ��ʠ ʕy ʩ ʑʮ ʍʢ�ʤ ʕʠ ʕ̆ ʔ̠�ʍh ʑʮ�ʡʩ ʑ̌ ʏʧ�ʠʕh ʕˎ ʍ̌ ˒ʧ�ʠʕʩ ʔʮ ʍ̌ �ʩ ʒy ʕʮ���ʯˣʫ

˒ʡ ʏʠ ʔʬ�ˑʩ ʒʬ�ʯʩ ʑy ʍʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ˑʩ ʒ̇ ʑʠ ʍː �ˑʩ ʒɹ ʍh ʔʫ ʍˎ �ʠ ʕy ʍʡ ʑʬ�ˑʩ ʒʬ�ʯʩ ʑʡ ʍ̋ ˣʮ�ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ�ʩ ʒʫ ʕʤ�ʯʩ ʑʣ ʍʡ ʕ̂ �ʠ ʕʬ�ʠʕʩ ʔ̂ ʩ ʑ̄ ʔy �ʩ ʒʠ ʕː ʍ̍ ʔʫ ʍʥ��ʯʩ ʑy ʍ̋ ʕh ʍʥ�ˑʩ ʒ̇ ʑʠ�ʠʕʩ ʍʫ ʔˎ ��ˑʩ ʒɦ ʍʫʔh �ʭ˒ʷ� ʕʤ
ʩʕh ʕɹ ʍʬ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʣˣʲ ʍʥ��ˑʩ ǯ ʩ ʒy �ˑʩ ʒʬ�ʤ ʕʬ ʍs �ʩ ʑʤ˒ʡ ʏʠʔʥ�ʩ ʑʤˣʬʏ̂ �ʠ ʕ̋ ʕ̂ ʍʮ ʑː˃ ʍ̋ ʕy ˣʺ ʍˎ � ʕs ʍʡ ʔ̋ ʕ̠ ��ʭ ʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʥ�(ʧʫ��ʡʫ�ʠʸʷʩʥ): ��ˣʺ ʖʠ�ʤ ʓ̍ �ˣʠ�ʸˣˇ ʍʥ

�̫ ʒ̋ ˣˇ�ʤ ʕs ʔʠ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʔʫ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʔ̠ �ʭ ʓʤʩ ʒ̋ ˣ˙ ʑʠ ʍʥ�ʭʩ ʑh ʕˎ �˒ʢ ʍy ʕʤ�ʸ ʕʡ ʍ̠ �ʠʖʬ ʏʤ ʔʥ��ʣ ʕʧ ʓʠ�ʭˣʩ ʍˎ �˒ʨ ʏʧ ʍ̌ ʑ̋ �ʠʖʬ�ˣʰ ʍˎ �ʺ ʓʠ ʍʥ. 
 
$JDLQ�0RVHV�EHJDQ�DQG�VDLG��µ:RH�RYHU�\RXU�UDGLDQFH��7HPSOH��KRZ�KDV�LW�JRQH�GDUN"�:RH�WKDW�LWV�
time to be destroyed arrived, the Sanctuary was burned, schoolchildren killed, and their fathers sent 
WR�FDSWLYLW\��H[LOH��DQG�WKH�VZRUG�¶�$JDLQ�0RVHV�EHJDQ�DQG VDLG��µ2�FDSWRUV��E\�\RXU�OLYHV��<RX�
killers, do not kill cruelly and do not implement total annihilation, do not kill a son in the presence of 
his father, or a daughter in the presence of her mother, for the time will come when the Master of 
heaven will VHWWOH�WKH�VFRUH�ZLWK�\RX�¶�%XW�WKH�ZLFNHG�&KDOGHDQV�GLG�QRW�GR�VR��EXW�UDWKHU��ZRXOG�VHDW�
WKH�VRQ�RQ�KLV�PRWKHU¶V�ODS�DQG�VD\�WR�KLV�IDWKHU��5LVH�DQG�VODXJKWHU�KLP��7KH�PRWKHU�ZRXOG�FU\�DQG�
her tears would fall on him, and his father would hang his head. +H�DOVR�VDLG�EHIRUH�+LP��µ0DVWHU�RI�
WKH�XQLYHUVH��<RX�ZURWH�LQ�<RXU�7RUDK��³$Q�R[�RU�D�VKHHS��LW�DQG�LWV�RIIVSULQJ�\RX�VKDOO�QRW�VODXJKWHU�
RQ�RQH�GD\´��/HYLWLFXV���������%XW�KDYH�WKH\�QRW�NLOOHG�PDQ\��PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�PRWKHUV��DQG�
yet You are silenW�¶ 

 
�˃ʩʓh ʕɹ ʍʬ�ʩ˒ʬ ʕˏ ��ʭ ʕʬˣʲ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ˣʰˣˎ ʑy �ʤ ʕy ʍʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑʬ�˒ʰ ʒ̇ ʑʠ�ʬ ʒʧ ʕy �ʤ ʕʁ ʍɹ ʕ̫ �ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ �ˑ ʕ̋ ˣʠ ʍˎ��ʤ ʕy ʒ̋ ʍʩ�ʤ ʕʡ ʏʤ ʔʠ�ʩ ʑ̊ ʔʡ ʕʤ ʏʠ�˃ ʍː ʍʡ ʔ̂ �ʡ ʖ̫ ʏ̂ ʔ̞ ʓ̌

�ʕ̌ �ʲ ʔʡ ʓ̌ �ʯ ʕ̋ ˣʠ�˒ʮʩ ʑʬ ʍ̌ ʑʤ ʓ̌ ʍʫ˒��ʭʩ ʑh ʕ̌ �ʲ ʔʡ ʓ̌ �ʠ ʕˎ ʔʠ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑʬʩ ʑʡ ʍ̌ ʑˎ �ʣ ʔʡ ʕ̂ ʍʥ��ʬʩ ʑʡ ʍ̌ ʑˎ �ʩ ʑʬ ʍ̂ ʔʡ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑh ʒɹ ʩ ʑʬ ʍʧ ʔʤ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ�ʵ ʔ̂ ʕʩ��ʩ ʑʬ ʍ̂ ʔʡ ʍʬ�ʩ ʔʠ˒ʖ́ ʑh �ʯ ʔʮ ʍʦ� ʔ̂ ʩ ʑˏ ʑʤ ʍʥ�ʭʩ ʑh
�ʔ̞ ʓ̌ �ʯ ʕʮʩ ʑɦ �ˣʬ�ʩ ʑs ʍy ʔɦ ʕʮ˒�ʩ ʑʬ ʍ̂ ʔʡ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑs ʍ̂ ʔʣˣʤ ʍʥ��ʤ ʕʁ ʒ̂ ʕʤ�ʩ ʑʬ�ʤ ʕ̂ ʍʣˣʰ�ʩ ʑ̠ �ʣ ʖʠ ʍʮ�ʣ ʔ̂ �ʸ ʕʡ ʕː ʔʤ�ʩ ʔʬ ʕ̂ �ʤ ʕ̌ ʍ̫ ʗʤ ʍʥ��ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ ʏʠʩ ʒʣ ʍ̠ �ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ ʏʠ�ʯʩ ʒʡ˒�ʩ ʑh ʩ ʒˎ �ʸʩ ʑ̠���ʬ ʔʫ˒ʩ�ʠʖʬ ʓ̌
ʠ ʒʁ ʒ̋ �ʠʖʬ ʓ̌ �ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ ʏʠ�ʬ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʑs ʍʮ ʔʧ ʑy ʍʥ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʕʥ ʏʠ ʔs �ʺ ʓʠ�ʩ ʑs ʍʬ ʔʡ ʕɦ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑʮ ʍʁ ʔ̂ ʍˎ �ʩ ʑs ʍʮ ʔʧ ʑh �ʯ ʒ̠ �ʸ ʔʧ ʔʠ ʍʬ˒��ʩ ʑh ʒɹ ʩ ʑʬ ʏʧ ʔʤ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ���ʩ ʑʬ ʍ̂ ʔʡ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ ʏʠ�˒ʴ ʍ̆ ʑʧ�ʡ ʓy ʓ̂ ʕʬ ʍʥ��ʤ ʕ̋ ʍy ʓʧ ʍʬ

� ʍy ʔɦ ʕ̇ ʓ̌ �ʯʩ ʑh ʕʮʩ ʑ̨ ʔʤ�ʬ ʕ̠ �ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ ʏʠ ʔʬ�ʩ ʑs ʍy ʔɦ ʕʮ˒��ʩ ʑʬʩ ʑʡ ʍ̌ ʑˎ��ʤʕʩ ʕʤ ʓ̌ �ʤ ʕ̝ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʺ ʔʧ ʔs �ʩ ʑs ʍɦ ʔh ʍʫ ʑ̊ ʓ̌ �ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ�ʣˣʲ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ��ʬ ʒʧ ʕy �ʠʩ ʑʤ ʓ̌ �ʸ˒ʡ ʕɦ �ʠ ʒʤ ʍʩ ʓ̌ �ʩ ʒʣ ʍ̠ ��ʩ ʑʬ ʍ̂ ʔʡ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑs
�ʔʩ�ʠʖʬ ʓ̌ �ʩ ʒʣ ʍ̠ ��ʸ ʕʡ ʕʣ ʍʥ�ʸ ʕʡ ʕː �ʬ ʕ̠ �ʬ ʔ̂ �˒ˢ ʔʡʩ ʑ̌ ʍʮ�ʩ ʑh ʏʠʔʥ�ʺ ʓ̫ ʓ̋ ˣˇ�ʠʩ ʑʤ ʍʥ�ˑ ʕ̇ ʑ̂ �ʸ ʒˎ ʔʣ ʍʮ�ʤʕʩ ʕʤ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ ʏʠ�ʭ ʑ̂ �ʡ ʒʫˣˇ�ʏʠ�ʬˣʷ ʍʬ�ʸʩ ʑ̠���ˑ ʕ̇ ʑ̂ �ʣ ʓɦ ʓʧ�ʩ ʑs ʍʬ ʔʮ ʕʢ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑ̋ ˣʧ

�ʓ̌ �ʤ ʕy ʕ˞ ʔʬ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʠʒ̊ ʑ̫ �ʠʖʬ�ʸ ʓɹ ʒʠʕʥ�ʸ ʕɹ ʕ̂ �ʭ ʕʣʕʥ�ʸ ʕ̍ ʕˎ �ʩ ʑh ʏʠ ʓ̌ �ʩ ʑh ʏʠ�ʤ ʕʮ˒��ʤ ʕ̋ ʍy ʓʧ ʍʬ� ʕʤʩ ʑ̋ ʠ ʒʁ ˣʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ˑ ʕˎ �ʩ ʑ̋ ʠʒ̊ ʑ̫ �ʠʖʬ ʍʥ��ʤ ʕ̌ ˒ʡ ʍʬ� ʕʤʩ ʑ̋ ʠ ʒʁ ˣʤ�ʠʖʬ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑ̆
ʩʒh ʍ̋ ʑʮ��ʯ ʕʮ ʏʧ ʔy ��ʭʕ̞ ʔ̫ ʍʥ�ʩ ʔʧ�˂ ʓʬ ʓʮ�ʤ ʕs ʔʠ ʍʥ��ʤ ʕ̋ ʍy ʓʧ ʍʬ˒���ʭʩ ʑʡ ʍʩˣʠ�˒ˈ ʕ̂ ʍʥ�ʡ ʓy ʓʧ ʔˎ �˒ʢ ʍy ʓʤʓh ʍʥ�ʩʔh ʕˎ � ʕ̋ ʩ ʒʬ ʍʢ ʑʤ ʍʥ��ˇ ʕ̇ ʔʮ�ˑ ʕˎ �ʯʩ ʒʠ ʓ̌ �ʭʩ ʑʡ ʕʫˣ˗�ʺ ʔʣˣʡʏ̂ ʔʬ� ʕ̋ ʠʒh ʑ̫ �ʤ ʕʮ

ʭʕh ˣʶ ʍy ʑ̠ �ʭ ʕˎ. 
 
At that moment, Rachel our matriarch interjected before the Holy One blessed be He and said: 
µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��LW�LV�UHYHDOHG�EHIRUH�<RX�WKDW�<RXU�VHUYDQW�-DFRE�ORYHG�PH�DEXQGDQWO\�DQG�
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worked for my father seven years for me. When those seven years were completed and the time for 
my marriage to my husband arrived, my father plotted to exchange me with my sister for my 
husband. The matter was extremely difficult for me when I became aware of that plot, and I informed 
my husband and gave him a signal to distinguish between my sister and me so that my father would 
be unable to exchange me. Afterward, I regretted what I had done and suppressed my desire. I had 
mercy on my sister, so that she would not be led to humiliation. In the evening they exchanged me 
with my sister for my husband, and I transmitted to my sister all the signals that I had given to my 
husband, so that he would think that she is Rachel. Moreover, I entered beneath the bed on which he 
was lying with my sister. He would speak with her and she would be silent, and I would respond to 
HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�PDWWHU�WKDW�KH�VDLG��VR�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�LGHQWLI\�P\�VLVWHU¶V�YRLFH��,�SHUIRUPHG�DQ�DFW�
of kindness for her, I was not jealous of her, and I did not lead her to humiliation. If I, who is flesh 
and blood, was not jealous of my rival, and I did not lead her to humiliation and shame, You who are 
a living and eternal merciful King, why were You jealous of idol worship that has no substance, and 
You exiled my descendants, and they were killed by sword, and the enemies did to them as they 
SOHDVHG"¶� 

 
�ʍʮ ʑʬ�ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʸʩ ʑʦ ʏʧ ʔʮ�ʩ ʑh ʏʠ�ʬ ʒʧ ʕy �˂ ʒʬʩ ʑʡ ʍ̌ ʑˎ ��ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ ʍʥ�ʠ˒ʤ�˂˒ʸ ʕˎ �ˇˣʣ ʕ˟ ʔʤ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ʥʩ ʕʮ ʏʧ ʔy �˒ʬ ʍˏ ʍʬ ʔˏ ʍ̋ ʑh �ʣʕ̞ ʑʮʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ ʑʣ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʠ ʕʣ ʏʤ��ʯ ʕʮˣʷ�(�ʤʩʮʸʩ���ʠʬ

ʥʨ): �ʑ̠ � ʕʤʩʓh ʕˎ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʭ ʒʧʕ̊ ʑʤ ʍʬ�ʤʕh ʏʠ ʒʮ� ʕʤʩʓh ʕˎ �ʬ ʔ̂ �ʤ ʕ̠ ʔʡ ʍʮ�ʬ ʒʧ ʕy �ʭʩ ʑy ˒ʸ ʍʮ ʔ̋ �ʩ ʑʫ ʍˎ �ʩ ʑʤ ʍh �ʲ ʕʮ ʍ̌ ʑh �ʤ ʕʮ ʕy ʍˎ �ʬˣʷ�
ʤ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʤ ʖ̠�ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ˒��˒˚ʓh ʩ ʒʠ�ʩ�(���ʠʬ�ʤʩʮʸʩ
ʦʨ): ʡʩ ʑ̋ ʍʫ˒��
ʥʢʥ�˂ ʒ̋ ʕ̆ ʗ̂ ʍɹ ʑʬ�ʸ ʕʫ ʕ̍ �ˇʒʩ�ʩ ʑ̠ �ʤ ʕ̂ ʍʮ ʑː ʑʮ�˂ ʑʩʔh ʩ ʒ̂ ʍʥ�ʩ ʑʫ ʓˎ ʑʮ�˂ ʒʬˣʷ�ʩ ʑ̂ ʍh ʑʮ�
ʤ�ʸ ʔʮ ʕʠ�ʤ ʖ̠�(ʦʩ��ʠʬ�ʤʩʮʸʩ): ��
ʤ�ʭ ʗʠ ʍh �˂ ʒ̋ ʩ ʑy ʏʧ ʔʠ ʍʬ�ʤʕʥ ʍ̫ ʑs �ˇʒʩ ʍʥ

ʭ ʕʬ˒ʡ ʍʢ ʑʬ�ʭʩ ʑh ʕʡ�˒ʡ ʕ̌ ʍʥ. 
 
,PPHGLDWHO\��WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKH�+RO\�2QH�EOHVVHG�EH�+H�ZDV�DURXVHG�DQG�+H�VDLG��µ)RU�\RX��5DFKHO��,�
ZLOO�UHVWRUH�,VUDHO�WR�LWV�SODFH�¶�7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³6R�VDLG�WKH�/RUG��$�YRLFH�LV�KHDUG�LQ�5DPD��
wailing, bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be consoled for her 
FKLOGUHQ��DV�WKH\�DUH�QRW´��-HUHPLDK���������$QG�LW�LV�ZULWWHQ��³6R�VDLG�WKH�/RUG��5HVWUDLQ�\RXU�YRLFH�
IURP�ZHHSLQJ��DQG�\RXU�H\HV�IURP�WHDUV��DV�WKHUH�LV�UHZDUG�IRU�\RXU�DFWLRQV�«�$QG�WKHUH�LV�KRSH�IRU�
your futurH��WKH�XWWHUDQFH�RI�WKH�/RUG��DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�WKHLU�ERUGHUV´��-HUHPLDK�
31:15±16). 
 
Yohanan Muffs, The Personhood of God, 177±178, 184: 
 
The Rabbis, in their wisdom, tell us of the sins of the saints. In this they follow the Bible. They even 
add sins that the Bible does not tell us about. All of this is done with the intuitive genius of the 
master pedagogue. An educational model has to lend itself to imitation. One cannot imitate 
perfection, and there is little personal empathy between the sinner and the perfect saint. But if David, 
the great and noble king, sinner and yet was able to repent, every man is capable of empathizing with 
him and thus imitating him. David is noble even though flawed, and that is why he can serve as a 
model. 
 
This principle can be extended mythically ± that is, seriously but not literally ± to the Divine. God in 
His infinite wisdom knew that if He revealed His true, transcendent nature to man, He would cause 
great havoc. Therefore, He donned a human persona. He appeared before man as a personality: 
exalted, yet fallible and warm. He entered into a contractual relationship with man, became involved 
LQ�WKH�KXPDQ�FRQGLWLRQ��H[SHULHQFHG�H[DVSHUDWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�KDUGQHVV�RI�PHQ¶V�KHDUWV��UHJUHWWHG�WKDW�KH�
had ever created an, was moved by the intercession of Moses and other prophets, broke out into fits 
of rage over the sinfulness of His people, and was so involved with Israel that despite their sinfulness 
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He actually re-espoused them after having delivered them the bill of divorcement. God appears to 
experience all the human emotions: love, anger, involvement, indignation, regret, and so on. By so 
doing, He gives the seal of divinity to the very essence of our humanity. 
 
« 
 
7KH�ELEOLFDO�*RG�HYHQ�DOORZV�+LPVHOI�WR�EH�WHVWHG«�DW�OHDVW�LQ�RQH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��LW�LV�QRW�WKH�
WHVWLQJ�RI�*RG�WKDW�DURXVHV�GLYLQH�LUH��EXW�WKH�UHIXVDO�WR�WHVW�+LP��.LQJ�$KD]�GHFOLQHV�WR�WHVW�*RG¶V�
SRZHU�ZKHQ�D�FKRLFH�RI�DXWKHQWLFDWLQJ�H[SHULPHQWV��³VLJQV´��LV�RIIHUHG�WKH�NLQJ�E\�WKH�SURSKHW��FI��
Isa 7:10ff). 
 
God does not want to outrage the human mind by demanding affirmations of faith not grounded in 
experience. Furthermore, when experience conflicts with preconceived notions about divine justice, 
biblical religion does not seem to require the man of faith to repress his doubts in silent resignation. 
$EUDKDP��-HUHPLDK��DQG�-RE��DOO�PHQ�ZKR�TXHVWLRQ�*RG¶V�ZD\V��DUH�KDUGO\�QXPEHUHG�DPRQJ�WKH�
wicked. There is even some evidence that God demands such criticism, at least from His prophets 
(cf. Ezek. 22:30). 
 
However, the doubt tolerated by the Bible is radically different from that generated by philosophical 
VSHFXODWLRQ��-RE¶V�PLQG�PD\�GRXEW�*RG¶V�MXVWLFH��EXW�KLV�KHDUW�QHYHU�IRU�D�PRPHQW�GRXEWV�*RG¶V�
existence. 
 
Dov Weiss, Pious Irreverence, 160: 
 
The radical humanization of the divine in rabbinic culture reflects the extent to which the sages 
rejected the Greek philosophical tradition. Unlike most early Christian thinkers who sought to 
reconcile the philosophical and biblical traditions, the rabbis do not appropriate philosophical 
language when formulating their own conceptions of God and the world. This posture allowed the 
rabbis to conceive of God in extreme human terms. This humanization also affected the ways in 
which the rabbis constructed their (exegetical) confrontations with God. Because God, like humanity, 
is bound by Torah law, the sages could have biblical figures accuse God of violating the mitzvot. 
Notwithstanding these subversive dimensions, it should not be forgotten that this humanization was 
driven, most probably, not by a desire to deride God, but a desire to become familiar with God, to 
experience divine intimacy. This is where the great paradox lies; divine humanization is a double 
edged sword. On the one hand, the notion breaks down the sharp ontological divide between heaven 
and earth; closeness with the divine can now be achieved. On the other hand, the price of this 
intimacy is quite high: it provides the space to produce a morally fallible God.  
 
 
 
 


