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1. Vayikra
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Thus [the high priest] shall make atonement for the sanctuary, because of the uncleannesses of the people
of Israel, and because of their transgressions, all their sins; and so he shall do for the tent of meeting,

which remains with them in the midst of their uncleannesses.
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For on this day atonement shall be made for you, to cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be clean
before the Lord.

2. 1 Melachim 8:31-40
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%1 <If someone sins against a neighbour and is given an oath to swear, and comes and swears before your
altar in this house, **then hear in heaven, and act, and judge your servants, condemning the guilty by
bringing their conduct on their own head, and vindicating the righteous by rewarding them according to
their righteousness. ***When your people Isracl, having sinned against you, are defeated before an enemy
but turn again to you, confess your name, pray, and plead with you in this house, **then hear in heaven,
forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them again to the land that you gave to their ancestors.

> “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, and then they pray
towards this place, confess your name, and turn from their sin, because you punish them, *°then hear in
heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in
which they should walk; and grant rain on your land, which you have given to your people as an
inheritance. *’ “If there is famine in the land, if there is plague, blight, mildew, locust, or caterpillar; if
their enemy besieges them in any of their cities; whatever plague, whatever sickness there is; **whatever
prayer, whatever plea there is from any individual or from all your people Israel, all knowing the
afflictions of their own hearts so that they stretch out their hands towards this house; *°then hear in heaven
your dwelling-place, forgive, act, and render to all whose hearts you know—according to all their ways,
for only you know what is in every human heart— “’so that they may fear you all the days that they live
in the land that you gave to our ancestors.
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3. Yeshayahu 43:22-26
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Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have been weary of me, O Israel! You have not brought
me your sheep for burnt-offerings, or honoured me with your sacrifices. | have not burdened you with
offerings, or wearied you with frankincense. You have not bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied
me with the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins; you have wearied me with
your iniquities. I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and | will not remember
your sins. Accuse me, let us go to trial; set forth your case, so that you may be proved right. Your first
ancestor sinned, and your interpreters transgressed against me. Therefore | profaned the princes of the
sanctuary, | delivered Jacob to utter destruction, and Israel to reviling.

4. Nehemiah &8:1-9:
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All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring
the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the
law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on
the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and
the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law... So they read from the book, from the law
of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people
wept when they heard the words of the law.
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Then those of Israelite descent separated themselves from all foreigners, and stood and confessed their
sins and the iniquities of their ancestors. They stood up in their place and read from the book of the law of
the Lord their God for a fourth part of the day, and for another fourth they made confession and
worshipped the Lord their God... And Ezra said: ‘You are the Lord, you alone; you have made heaven,
the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. To
all of them you give life, and the host of heaven worships you. "You are the Lord, the God who chose
Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham; “and you found his
heart faithful before you, and made with him a covenant to give to his descendants the land of the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite; and you have fulfilled
your promise, for you are righteous. ‘And you saw the distress of our ancestors in Egypt and heard their
cry at the Red Sea... ‘But they and our ancestors acted presumptuously and stiffened their necks and did
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not obey your commandments; ''they refused to obey, and were not mindful of the wonders that you
performed among them; but they stiffened their necks and determined to return to their slavery in Egypt.
But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
and you did not forsake them.'"Even when they had cast an image of a calf for themselves and said, “This
is your God who brought you up out of Egypt”, and had committed great blasphemies, '“you in your great
mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness; the pillar of cloud that led them in the way did not leave
them by day, nor the pillar of fire by night that gave them light on the way by which they should go....
“You multiplied their descendants like the stars of heaven, and brought them into the land that you had
told their ancestors to enter and possess. “*So the descendants went in and possessed the land, and you
subdued before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their hands, with their
kings and the peoples of the land, to do with them as they pleased. ”’And they captured fortress cities and
a rich land, and took possession of houses filled with all sorts of goods, hewn cisterns, vineyards, olive
orchards, and fruit trees in abundance; so they ate, and were filled and became fat, and delighted in your
great goodness.... 26 ‘Nevertheless they were disobedient and rebelled against you and cast your law
behind their backs and killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you, and
they committed great blasphemies. *'Therefore you gave them into the hands of their enemies, who made
them suffer. Then in the time of their suffering they cried out to you and you heard them from heaven,
and according to your great mercies you gave them saviours who saved them from the hands of their
enemies. ““But after they had rest, they again did evil before you, and you abandoned them to the hands of
their enemies, so that they had dominion over them; yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard
from heaven, and many times you rescued them according to your mercies....

32 ‘Now therefore, our God—the great and mighty and awesome God, keeping covenant and steadfast
love—do not treat lightly all the hardship that has come upon us, upon our kings, our officials, our priests,
our prophets, our ancestors, and all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria until today. **You
have been just in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully and we have acted wickedly...
**Here we are, slaves to this day—slaves in the land that you gave to our ancestors to enjoy its fruit and its
good gifts. *'Its rich yield goes to the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins; they have
power also over our bodies and over our livestock at their pleasure, and we are in great distress.’

5. Daniel 9:1-10:
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In the first year of Darius son of Ahasuerus, by birth a Mede, who became king over the realm of the
Chaldeans— “in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that,
according to the word of the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah, must be fulfilled for the devastation of
Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 3 Then | turned to the Lord God, to seek an answer by prayer and
supplication with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. “I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession,
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saying, ‘Ah, Lord, great and awesome God, keeping covenant and steadfast love with those who love you
and keep your commandments, *we have sinned and done wrong, acted wickedly and rebelled, turning
aside from your commandments and ordinances. °We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who
spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land.

‘Righteousness is on your side, O Lord, but open shame, as at this day, falls on us, the people of Judah,
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands
to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against you. *Open
shame, O Lord, falls on us, our Kings, our officials, and our ancestors, because we have sinned against
you. °To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him, *°and have
not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by following his laws, which he set before us by his servants
the prophets.

6. Baruch 1:15-2:18

The Lord our God is in the right, but there is open shame on us today, on the people of Judah, on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, '°and on our kings, our rulers, our priests, our prophets, and our

ancestors, ''because we have sinned before the Lord. '"We have disobeyed him, and have not heeded the
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in the statutes of the Lord that he set before us. ’From the time when
the Lord brought our ancestors out of the land of Egypt until today, we have been disobedient to the Lord
our God, and we have been negligent, in not heeding his voice. ... The Lord our God is in the right, but
there is open shame on us and our ancestors this very day. 'All those calamities with which the Lord
threatened us have come upon us.

7. B. Yoma 85b
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Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya taught a point from the verse: “From all your sins you shall be cleansed before
the Lord” (Leviticus 16:30). For transgressions between a person and God, Yom Kippur atones; however,
for transgressions between a person and another, Yom Kippur does not atone until he

appeases the other person.

8. B. Bava Kama 92a
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Despite the fact that the assailant who caused damage gives to the victim all of the required payments for
the injury, his transgression is not forgiven for him in the heavenly court until he

requests forgiveness from the victim, as it is stated that God told Abimelech after he had taken Sarah from
Abraham: “Now therefore restore the wife of the man; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for you, and
you shall live” (Gen 20:7)... And from where is it derived that if the victim does not forgive him that he is
cruel? As it is stated: “And Abraham prayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his
maidservants; and they bore children” (Gen 20:17).



