Yonah vs God: Does Everyone Get to do Teshuvah?

Atara Kelman

Midrash Bereshit Rabbah 8:5

Rabbi Simon said: When the Holy One blessed be He
came to create Adam the first man, the ministering
angels divided into various factions and various
groups. Some of them were saying: ‘Let him not be
created,’” and some of them were saying: ‘Let him be
created.’ Thatis what is written: “Kindness and truth
met; righteousness and peace touched” (Psalms
85:11).

Kindness said: ‘Let him be created, as he performs
acts of kindness.’ Truth said: ‘Let him not be created,
as heisall full of lies.’

Righteousness said: ‘Let him be created, as he
performs acts of righteousness.’ Peace said: ‘Let him
not be created, as heis all full of discord.’

What did the Holy One blessed be He do? He took
Truth and cast it down to earth. That is what is written:
“You cast truth earthward” (Daniel 8:12). The
ministering angels said before the Holy One blessed
be He: ‘Master of the universe, why are You
demeaning Your very seal? Let Truth ascend from the
earth.’ That is what is written: “Truth will spring from
the earth” (Psalms 85:12).

The Rabbis say in the name of Rabbi Hanina bar Idi,
and Rabbi Pinhas and Rabbi Hilkiya said in the name
of Rabbi Simon: Meod, this refers to Man [adam]. That
is what is written: “God saw everything that He had
made, and, behold, it was very [meod] good” (Genesis
1:31) - Man [adam] was good.
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Rav Huna, the rabbi of Tzippori, said: While the
ministering angels were busy deliberating with one
another and engaging with one another, the Holy One
blessed be He created him. He said to them: ‘Why are
you deliberating? Man has already been created.’
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Yonah 4:2

He prayed to Hashem, and he said, "Please,

Hashem, is this not what | said while | was still on my
land? Therefore | fled beforehand to Tarshish, for |
knew that You are a gracious and compassionate

God, slow to anger, and abundant in kindness, and

You would relent of the evil.
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Abarbanel Yonah 4:1

Because of this “it was greatly upsetting for
Yonah and he became angry.” The upset that
is mentioned hereis the illness in the sadness
of his heart and he asked to die, and this was
because Yonah thought that the decree would
not be revoked from them unless they
repented from their eveil ways in their faith
and their actions. However, when he saw that
they maintained theiridolatry and did not
repent in the matters between them and God
which is the essence, but only for those issues
between peoples, and yet God still revoked
the bad, he believed that He was unfairin the
matter, since idolatry is the most serious sin
they committed and they didn’t repent, and if
so why did God refrain from the evil he
planned to do to them? It was only to guard
them to be the manifestations of his anger to
revenge Israel. The prophet complained in his
heartto God —why was His intent to destroy
Israel for Avodah Zara yet for the people of

17 AN"1 N21TA N N7 Y aT aoni (X)
127 [1I2XY2W 71N X' XD NNDNIY NIl
,NINY WUpal 02T a2 n'ni 792
NTAN AIYN K7W 2wUN MY 9% AT Nl
NYIN 0O TN nIY'wd X" Dntun
I7'TNNY NXIWD 72X D'UYNII NRIMKY
DAY NN NMIYN 1YY X71 DN7w T"va
DAY NN2 X7X P'WN NINY DIpNnY
nyIN v Dwn ona mywi bnnany

, 2T D19 XIYN DAY INAYNNY DY'7N)
M0 N XN AT ATIAYN NN D

DN NN71 NN 1A X7 DN DN DY
NIYY7 12T WK YN v own oM |3
YWOI [IV DN7 RYID XINW XX DT 'R DNY
‘201 19X LAY I'N'Y 'TD 'Y [IY'RD DINY!
N'210 17NN, 7KW DN 07N Iyt
DX N'NYN7 Mad a'n % ownn 17
N1 'WINTE DAY Y T'YR Y TR
NV N7 VI NNK INTEDYVYO 7Y 1Ay
170w 1WA AR I7 AxN 17 Nt n71m
78w 2V A7 n1dmM v n71m nvn




Ninveh he excused their sin.... his anger was
that God would forgive Nineveh yet exact
revenge on Israel.
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Rashi, Devarim 3:23

Allforms of the verb |an signify an ex gratia gift. N7X DI 702 [N 'K — ANNDXI
Although the righteous might make a claim to reward WY 19 7V X .DIN NINN |iY7?
depend Upon their good deeds, yet they solicit from the DN'YYN2 NiNY 0'pIx? 0Ny
Omnipresent only an ex gratia gift. [Because He had NXN D'Yyan |I'X ,Divn
said to him, (Exodus 33:19) “l will show grace ('mani) '97 .0IN NINN XX Dignn
unto him to whom | will show grace”, he (Moses) when "INX X Nx AN 7 TRy
referring to his entreaty of God uses the expression (lit., llW'y2 i7 1N, (0,27 NnY)
spoke to Him) "l implored grace (]annK1)” (Midrash [ANNXI XNININ WATNA...) INDX]
Tanchuma 5:2:3]...

Talmud Yerushalmi Makkot 2:6

They asked Wisdom, what is the punishment of
the sinner? She told them, evil will pursue
sinners. They asked Prophecy, whatis the
punishment of the sinner? She told them, the
sinning soul is the one which will die. They
asked the Holy One, praise to Him, what is the
punishment of the sinner? He said to them, let
him repent and it will be atoned for him.
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Pinei Moshe ibid, 1700s Lithuania
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