ELIYAHU. PROPHET OF FIRE
Torah in Motion. Adar | 5782 - Feb 2022
Rabbi Alex Israel | www.alexisrael.org

Chapter 19. Eliyahu at Mount Horeb

I Kings ch.18

%6 The hand of the Lord had come upon Elijah. He tied up his
skirts and ran in front of Ahab all the way to Jezreel.

Chapter 19

1 When Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had
put all the prophets to the sword, ? Jezebel sent a messenger to
Elijah, saying, “Thus and more may the gods do if by this time
tomorrow | have not made you like one of them.”

3 Frightened, he fled at once for his life. He came to Beer-sheba,
which is in Judah, and left his servant there; # he himself went a
day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush and
sat down under it, and prayed that he might die. “Enough!” he
cried. “Now, O Lord, take my life, for | am no better than my
fathers.”

5> He lay down and fell asleep under a broom bush. Suddenly an
angel touched him and said to him, “Arise and eat.” ® He looked
about; and there, beside his head, was a cake baked on hot
stones and a jar of water! He ate and drank, and lay down again.
7 The angel of the Lord came a second time and touched him and
said, “Arise and eat, or the journey will be too much for

you.” 8 He arose and ate and drank; and with the strength from
that meal he walked forty days and forty nights as far as the
mountain of God at Horeb. ° There he went into a cave, and there
he spent the night.

Then the word of the Lord came to him. He said to him, “Why are
you here, Elijah?” ¥ He replied, “I am moved by zeal for the Lord,
the God of Hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant,
torn down Your altars, and put Your prophets to the sword. |
alone am left, and they are out to take my life.” 1! “Come out,”
He called, “and stand on the mountain before the Lord.”

And lo, the Lord passed by. There was a great and mighty wind,
splitting mountains and shattering rocks by the power of the
Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind—an
earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake. *? After the
earthquake—fire; but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the
fire—a soft murmuring sound. * When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his mantle about his face and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then a voice addressed him: “Why are you
here, Elijah?” ** He answered, “I am moved by zeal for the Lord,
the God of Hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant,
torn down Your altars, and have put Your prophets to the sword.
| alone am left, and they are out to take my life.”

15 The Lord said to him, “Go back by the way you came, [and] on
to the wilderness of Damascus. When you get there, anoint
Hazael as king of Aram. ! Also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah to
succeed you as prophet. ” Whoever escapes the sword of Hazael
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shall be slain by Jehu, and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu
shall be slain by Elisha. | will leave in Israel only seven
thousand—every knee that has not knelt to Baal and every mouth
that has not kissed him.” 1° He set out from there and came upon
Elisha son of Shaphat as he was plowing. There were twelve yoke
of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah came
over to him and threw his mantle over him. 2° He left the oxen
and ran after Elijah, saying: “Let me kiss my father and mother
good-by, and | will follow you.” And he answered him, “Go back.
What have | done to you?” 2! He turned back from him and took
the yoke of oxen and slaughtered them; he boiled their meat
with the gear of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate.
Then he arose and followed Elijah and became his attendant.

2 Kings ch.9 The Revolt of Jehu

30 Then Jehu went to Jezreel. When Jezebel heard about it, she put on
eye makeup, arranged her hair and looked out of a window. 31 As Jehu
entered the gate, she asked, “Peace to you, Oh Zimri murderer of your

master!”

32 He looked up at the window and called out, “Who is on my side?

Who?” Two or three servants looked down at him. 33 “Throw her
down!” Jehu said. So they threw her down, and some of her blood
spattered the wall and the horses as they trampled her underfoot.

3. Talmud Berachot 58

Rav Sheshet was blind. Once all the people went out to see the king, and

Rav Sheshet went with them. A heretic met him ...

[Rav Sheshet] said to him: Come [along] and see that | know more than
you. The first troop passed by and a shout arose. Said the heretic: The
king is coming. Rav Sheshet said to him: He is not coming. A second troop
passed by and when a shout arose, the heretic said: The king is coming.
Rav Sheshet said to him: The king is not coming. A third troop passed by
and there was silence. Said Rav Sheshet to him: Now the king is coming.

The heretic said to him: How did you know this?

He said: Because earthly royalty is like the heavenly royalty, as it is

written: "... the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the

earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a

still small voice" (I Kings 19)

4. Malbim
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“What are you doing here?” — As if to say: The role of the prophet is to
be among the people, to rebuke and to prophesy, not to go into
seclusion in the wilderness and mountains.

“And he [Elijah] responded” — Here | am! | cannot be a prophet who
teaches and guides this nation, for my zealotry regarding their evil acts
has killed me. | executed the prophets of Baal, and now they seek to
kill me! | cannot continue with my mission.

...He [God] showed him that God is to be found not in the wind,
earthquake, and fire, but only in the voice of silence, and from this His
messengers should learn the lesson: not to make a loud noise or burn
like fire, as did Elijah in his zeal for God, in his cessation of the rain and
his execution of the prophets of Baal. Rather, God sends His
messengers to approach the people with a quiet voice, to persuade the
nation with bonds of love and gentle words

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” — Why do you not return to

your prophetic mission, guiding the nation without zeal and
turbulence?

And he repeated that he could not abandon the way of zeal for

God, for he was zealous for God’s name.

... And because he expressed his desire not to return to prophecy, due
to his zeal, He commanded him to anoint Elisha
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Three prophets: One defended the honor of the father and the son, one defended the honor of the
father but not the son, and one defended the honor of the son but not the father.

Jeremiah defended the honor of the father and the son, as it says, “We sinned and
transgressed; You did not have mercy” (Lam. 3:42). ... Therefore, his prophecy was doubled....

Elijah defended the honor of the father but not the son, as it says, “I have acted zealously for
the Lord, God of Hosts” (I Kings 19:14). What does it say [regarding this]? “Go, return...anoint Elisha
son of Shaphat...in your stead as prophet over Israel” (19:15-16) — “in your stead,” as if to say: “l cannot
tolerate your prophecy.”
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Jonah defended the honor of the son but not the father. What does it say? “And the word of
the Lord came to Jonah second time...” (Jonah 3:1) — [He spoke to him] a second time and no more.

(Mekhilta De Rabbi Yishmael, Messekhet DePasha 1)

6. Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer
He (Elijah) said: "l was zealous for the Lord God of Israel ... the

children of Israel are transgressing Your
covenant"..Whereupon the Almighty said to him: You are
always such a zealot! .... "By your life! There will be no

circumcision ceremony without you being made to see it with
your own eyes! From here, the Rabbis instituted the
placement of a chair of honor for (Elijah), "the angel of the
covenant" (Malakhi 3:1), (at the ceremony)
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