WIZARDS, GODS, & PROPHETS - OH MY!
RABBI MARK GLASS - RABBIGLASS@BIAV.ORG

. THINGS AREN'T AS THEY SEEM
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1. Exodus 1 (Parashat Shemot)
*Then Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “Every boy that is

born you shall throw into the Nile, but let every girl live”

2. Rashi, Ibid.

“ALL HIS PEOPLE” — Regarding them, too, he made a decree (Sotah
12a). For on the day when Moses was born his astrologers said to
him, “To-day their deliverer has been born, but we know not
whether he is born of an Egyptian father or of an Israelite; but we
see by our astrological art that he will ultimately suffer misfortune
through water”. Pharaoh therefore made a decree that day regard-
ing the Egyptians also, as it is said here, “Every son that is born
[ye shall cast into the river]’, and it is not stated “[every son] who
is born to the Hebrews”. They (the astrologers), however, were not
aware that Moses was ultimately to suffer misfortune through the

waters of Meribah and not through the waters of the Nile

3.Amos 9
"To Me, O Israelites, you are just like the Cushites — declares the
Lorp. True, I brought Israel up from the land of Egypt, but also

the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir.

4. Genesis 41 (Parashat Mikketz)
*Next morning, his spirit was agitated, and he sent for all the ma-
gicians of Egypt, and all its wise men; and Pharaoh told them his

dreams, but none could interpret them for Pharaoh.



Il. THE WIZARDS OF EGYPT
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5. Exodus 7 (Parashat Va'era)

“So Moses and Aaron came before Pharaoh and did just as the
Lorp had commanded: Aaron cast down his rod in the presence
of Pharaoh and his courtiers, and it turned into a serpent. "Then
Pharaoh, for his part, summoned the wise men and the sorcerers;
and the Egyptian magicians, in turn, did the same with their
spells; “each cast down his rod, and they turned into serpents.

But Aaron’s rod swallowed their rods.

6. Exodus 7 (Parashat Va'era)

**Moses and Aaron did just as the Lorp commanded: he lifted up
the rod and struck the water in the Nile in the sight of Pharaoh
and his courtiers, and all the water in the Nile was turned into
blood *and the fish in the Nile died. The Nile stank so that the
Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile; and there was
blood throughout the land of Egypt. ?But when the Egyptian
magicians did the same with their spells, Pharaoh’s heart stiff-

ened and he did not heed them—as the Lorp had spoken.

7. Exodus 8 (Parashat Va'era)

*Aaron held out his arm over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs
came up and covered the land of Egypt. *But the magicians did
the same with their spells, and brought frogs upon the land of
Egypt. “Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said,
“Plead with the Lorp to remove the frogs from me and my people,

and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the Lorp.”
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8. Exodus 8 (Parashat Va'era)

“Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Say to Aaron: Hold out your rod
and strike the dust of the earth, and it shall turn to lice throughout
the land of Egypt” "And they did so. Aaron held out his arm with
the rod and struck the dust of the earth, and vermin came upon
man and beast; all the dust of the earth turned to lice throughout
the land of Egypt. “The magicians did the like with their spells to
produce lice, but they could not. The vermin remained upon man
and beast; “and the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger
of God!” But Pharaoh’s heart stiffened and he would not heed
them, as the Lorp had spoken.

9. Exodus 9 (Parashat Va'era)

"So they took soot of the kiln and appeared before Pharaoh; Mo-
ses threw it toward the sky, and it caused an inflammation break-
ing out in boils on man and beast. "The magicians were unable to
confront Moses because of the inflammation, for the inflamma-

tion afflicted the magicians as well as all the other Egyptians.

1. THE GOD OVER EGYPT
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10. Exodus 8 (Parshat Va'era)
%For tomorrow; he replied. And [Moses] said, “As you say—that
you may know that there is none like the Lorp our God; "the
frogs shall retreat from you and your courtiers and your people;

they shall remain only in the Nile”

Exodus 9 (Parshat Va'era)
“For this time I will send all My plagues upon your person, and
your courtiers, and your people, in order that you may know that

there is none like Me in all the world.
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12. Exodus 10 (Parashat Bo)

'Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh. For I have hard-
ened his heart and the hearts of his courtiers, in order that I may
display these My signs among them, *and that you may recount in
the hearing of your child and of your child’s child how I made a
mockery of the Egyptians and how I displayed My signs among

them—in order that you may know that I am the Lorp.”



