The New Jew: Judaism in a Zionist World

Are We Normal? Or Different?

“The Jews who wish for a state shall have it. We shall live at last as a free people
on our own soil, and die peacefully in our homes. The world will be liberated by
our freedom, enriched by our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatever
we attempt there to accomplish for our own welfare, will react powerfully and
beneficially for the good of humanity.” (The Jewish State, Theodor Herzl 1896)

“It is not only the Jews who have come out of the ghetto, Judaism has come out
too. . .Judaism has come out (or is coming out) of its own accord wherever it has
come into contact with modern culture. The spirit of our people desires further
development, it wants to absorb the basic elements of general culture which are
reaching it from the outside world to digest them and to make them a part of
itself, as it has done before at various periods of its history. . .

Then from this center the spirit of Judaism will radiate to the great circumference,
to all the communities of the Diaspora, to inspire them with new life. . .” (Ahad
HaAm The Jewish State and the Jewish Problem, 1897)

The Old Shall Be Made New and the New Shall Be Sanctified

| walk around with an overwhelming jealousy of the secular world. It is a jealousy
that consumes me. For is it really possible that the power of creativity has ceased
within the religious world? .. There is no one who is willing to explain, expand
and help the world appreciate these holy ideas. Nor is there anyone who is
striving to help actualize them into practical deeds.

And thus concerning all of this | become sick and suffer great pains of the soul.
These are my sufferings of love that cause me to call out in a great voice to
proclaim a spiritual revolution. (Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook, Chadarav)

Our generation is a magnificent generation, a generation that is full of wonder. It
is hard to find its like in our history. It is made up of opposites, light and dark are
mixed together. It is low and downtrodden, also high and lifted up, it is wholly
guilty also wholly innocent.

The hearts of the father will begin to see the treasures of good and the hidden
specialness in the sons, in the depths of their living and awoken souls. And the
sons will see the holiness and purity, the glory and grandeur that fill the hearts of
the fathers, who have kept them as an inheritance for generations. . . It is only
through the spiritual uniting of young Israel with old Israel that the redemption will
come. .. (Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook, HaDor from Belkvei HaTzon
1906 (my translation)



The Land of Israel is Different

“The Land of Israel is still holy today and the spirit of the Torah is why it survives,
just like the existence of Israel among the nations is because of keeping the
Torah. . . A piece of land is not the reason for our survival but Judaism is our land
and our existence .

And we must understand that we are not here to settle the land of the Philistines
but to settle souls in a land holy to God and to Israel His people. (Rabbi Naftali
Tzvi Yehuda Berlin 1881)

“If we want to be nothing but normal we shall soon cease to be at all.” (Martin
Buber 1942)

A Flag: Jewish Idea or Copying the Nations?
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“And even though it is not appropriate to have a flag in the synagogue and
certainly not by the Holy Ark, it is not a prohibition but rather something that is
emptiness and foolishness. . .” (Rabbi Moshe Feinstein on putting up American
and Israeli flags in a synagogue (1957):

“‘Nonetheless, we must not lose sight of a law in the Shulchan Aruch to the effect
that: “One who has been killed by non-Jews is buried in his clothes, so that the
blood may be seen and avenged, as it is written: “| will hold (the heathen)
innocent, but not in regard to the blood which they have shed” (Joel 4:21). In
other words, the clothes of the Jew acquires a certain sanctity when spattered
with the blood of a martyr. How much more is this so of the blue and white flag,
which has been immersed in the blood of thousands of young Jews who fell in
the War of Independence defending the country and the population? It has a
spark of sanctity that flows from devotion and self-sacrifice. We are enjoined to
honor the flag and treat it with respect.” (Rabbi Y.D. Soloveitchik ‘The Rav
Speaks,’ 1983, p. 139)

Our Father in Heaven, Rock and Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of Israel,
the first manifestation of the approach of our redemption. Shield it with Your
lovingkindness, envelop it in Your peace, and bestow Your light and truth upon
its leaders, ministers, and advisors, and grace them with Your good counsel.
Strengthen the hands of those who defend our holy land, grant them deliverance,
and adorn them in a mantle of victory. Ordain peace in the land and grant its
inhabitants eternal happiness.

Lead them, swiftly and upright, to Your city Zion and to Jerusalem, the abode of
Your Name, as is written in the Torah of Your servant Moses: “Even if your
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outcasts are at the ends of the world, from there the Lord your God will gather
you, from there He will fetch you. And the Lord your God will bring you to the land
that your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will make you
more prosperous and more numerous than your fathers.” Draw our hearts
together to revere and venerate Your name and to observe all the precepts of
Your Torah, and send us quickly the Messiah son of David, agent of Your
vindication, to redeem those who await Your deliverance.

Manifest yourself in the splendor of Your boldness before the eyes of all
inhabitants of Your world, and may everyone endowed with a soul affirm that the
Lord, God of Israel, is king and his dominion is absolute. Amen forevermore.
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Can We Create a New Day of Mourning?

“Though we were unable to do anything to stop the way they were annihilated,
our hearts are pained that even after the great cataclysm no commemoration for
them has been established for the future — some form of eulogy and mourning —
in the manner established by the sages of Jewry after the pogroms of 5408-9,
when they ordained the 20" of Sivan as day for fasting and

reciting selichot (atonement prayers) — despite the relatively small dimensions of



that series of tragedies. ... Why should the tragedies of the Holocaust be
different from all those tragedies? They certainly deserve a fast day and kinot of
their own.”(Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe)

Matters of halakha are decided in accordance with the Torah, whose principles
are set down in writing and whose interpretation is in the Oral Law. No prophet is
entitled to introduce anything unless it has textual support in the Torah. Just as
the diminishing of anything is a deviation from the Torah, likewise adding to the
commandments of the Torah is a deviation from the Torah, etc. Thus the
establishment of a fast for all future generations is a rabbinically-ordained
commandment, and that which we have today goes back to the time when there
was still prophecy. How then can we presume, as a generation that is better off
remaining silent, to even think of establishing matters for future generations? The
very suggestion testifies to our denial of all of our sins and shortcomings. So
long as we are soiled with transgressions and iniquities, destitute and empty of
Torah and bare of commandments, let us not approach things too great for us; let
us search our ways and repent. (Chazon Ish, siman 97)
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