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World of Jewish Prayers
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Rabbi Elazar said: A person should always arrange his prayer in his mind and only then pray.

i : x
e et N
. [
3

=
7,

—

:." ’. “L “, " :' = B
/ /- ‘ A A \
1 § | & )
y ! f !‘ !
L ) t ;‘ly

BIBSTOCK

www.tefilah.org
M LT RRY cry- .
oMl www.tehillim.org.il
9N Y Beni Gesundheit

Studying Tefilah

Beni.gesundheit@tefilah.org




N N3N (37D N)
Holidays of Tishrei (2021)
Musing on the Machzor

#2: Aleinu
#3: Musaf of Rosh Hashana
#4: Unetaneh Tokef
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uNetaneh Tokef &N 13NN

 Historical Overview of §pwn 1NN

» Text Analysis: Structure + Sources + Messagesji
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* Inter-cultural comparison

 Messages for us...




Ismar Elbogen
(1875-1943).
German. Berlin 1913
Jewish Liturgy:

A Comprehensive
History.

Historical Overview
uNetaneh Tokef pun Ny

“History from within”, “collective memory”
-> personal meaning ?

BIBLE
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Mishna Rosh Hashana 4, 6: One does not recite fewer than ten verses in the blessing of
MISHNA Kingship, of Remembrances, or Shofarot.

ningign nixinar ninabn
Talmud Yerushalmi & Bavli suggest verses; Midrashim are incorporated

TALMUD

Yanai (Payetan) or Eleazar ben Kalir/HaKalir (5"-7th century)

Geniza of Cairo
Y
0°NRA Rabbi Amnon of Magentza according to Or Zarua of Vienna (1180-1250)

Leonard Cohen
DY NMN Kibbutz Beit Hashita 1973: Yair Rosenblum & Hanoch Albalak




History of uNetaneh Tokef §\n 1NN

. »
™) gt - - '“7“
.’\-.r’—’

Eretz Yisrael -\7 -1: Ashkenaz
(Geniza) » 1 -hJ 1 - Sefardi & all
- ltaly S :3_;%;; Machzorim

-> Ashkenaz Y S TR

DI T e
T ST Yy
e ——— he of £ x4
™ISy ™ Lo oo Jaar o

T W YW AT S TR YT
PTG Y P NITICA TN

Leonard
Cohen
Who by Fire
(1974)
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Mishna
Talmud
Musaf

Triet‘ Mainz
Metz’ .Worms
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Hhine / | ¢ Massacres of
Jews

1096 - 1102

Geniza "of Cairo - Crusades, Kibbutz Beit Hashita
Yanai/HaKalir 5t-7th century Rabbi Amnon of Magentza Yom Kippur War (1973)
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https://blog.nli.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99-%D7%90%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%9E%D7%9E%D7%92%D7%A0%D7%A6%D7%90-1.png
https://blog.nli.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99-%D7%90%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%9E%D7%9E%D7%92%D7%A0%D7%A6%D7%90-1.png

90N vy
Studying Tefilah
TP NYAR NN 57T RN 11T R7ITR RODIRT 277 DY PP ,(37Y 17T & D) 911 DY 110 1w

DYTTOR P DR O S RO Dpwn On Ta5nnS 03N 003 M3N0T NRD DX AnoIab oo
(MRS 13021 — 20,37 MPHR PY R TP 2 N P NMwa RAw) KD 13T AT DR MDD 0K

In the responsa Kerach shel Romi (para 1, 72), which testified about the wonderful Rabbi, our Teacher Rabbi Abraham Arias the Kohen
ob”m and the shepherd of his property, who would go behind the curtain in the Christian church on their holidays to learn the musical
scales for the [prayers for the] Days of Awe, and would make amazing arrangements for the Kaddish and Kedusha from those notes

(Responsa Yabia Omer 2, Yoreh Deah 11; Tzitz Eliezer 13, 12 — and wrote that this is to be forbidden)
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Michelangelo (1475-1564)
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Revelation of John 5: 1 Then | saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with
writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. > And | saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a
loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 2 But no one in heaven or on
earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 41 wept and wept because
no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. ®> Then one of the elders
said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.
He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” .... 8 Each one had a harp and they were
holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. °® And they sang a
new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were
slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and
people and nation. 19 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and
they will reign on the earth.” * Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne
and the living creatures and the elders. *?21n a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the
Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and
glory and praise!” 3 Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the

earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: “To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

Dies Irae Requiem



Hlstory of uNetaneh Tokef §pP\n NN

Early Christianity

» Apocalypse “Last Judgement”
 Throne, Angel, books, sealed

* Dies Irae — punishment
 Original sin

 Lamb = Jesus

» Tribe of Judah, the Root of David

* No direct relationship between
God & Man, only with mediation
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Let us now relate the power of this day's holiness, for it is awesome and frightening. On it Your
Kingship will be exalted; Your throne will be firmed with kindness and You will sit upon it in truth. It
is true that You alone are the One Who judges, proves, knows, and bears witness; Who writes and
seals, (and counts and calculates); Who remembers all that was forgotten. You will open the Book of
Remembrances — it will read itself — and each person's signature is there. And the great shofar will
be sounded and a still, thin voice will be heard. Angels will be frenzied, a trembling and terror will
seize them — and they will say, 'Behold, it is the Day of Judgment, to muster the heavenly host for
judgment!" — for even they are not guiltless in Your eyes in judgment. All mankind will pass before
You like members of the flock/ a flock of sheep. Like a shepherd pasturing his flock, making sheep
pass under his staff, so shall You cause to pass, count, calculate, and consider the soul of all the
living; and You shall apportion the destinies of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict.

On Rosh Hashanah will be inscribed and on Yom Kippur will be sealed how many will pass from the
earth and how many will be created; who will live and who will die; who will die at his predestined
time and who before his time; who by water and who by fire, who by sword and who by beast, who
by famine and who by thirst, who by upheaval and who by plague, who by strangulation and who by
stoning. Who will rest and who will wander, who will live in harmony and who will be harried, who
will enjoy tranquility and who will suffer, who will be impoverished and who will be enriched, who
will be degraded and who will be exalted. But Repentance, Prayer, and Charity annul the severity of
the Decree.

For Your Name signifies Your praise: hard to anger and easy to appease, for You do not wish the
death of one deserving death, but that he repent from his way and live. Until the day of his death
You await him; if he repents You will accept him immediately. It is true that You are their Creator
and You know their inclination, for they are flesh and blood. A man's origin is from dust and his
destiny is back to dust, at risk of his life he earns his bread; he is likened to a broken shard, withering
grass, a fading flower, a passing shade, a dissipating cloud, a blowing wind, flying dust, and a fleeting
dream. But You are the King, the Living and Enduring God.

There is no set span to Your years and there is no end to the length of Your days. It is impossible to
estimate the angelic chariots of Your honor and to elucidate Your Name’s inscrutability. Your Name
is worthy of You and You are worthy of Your Name, and You have included Your Name in our name.
Act for Your Name’s sake and sanctify Your Name through those who sanctify your Name , for the
sake of the honor of Your revered and hallowed Name, according to the counsel of the holy
Seraphim, who sanctify Your Name in the Sanctuary. [The angels] who dwell on high together with

[the people] who dwell below (proclaim the sanctification in threefold measure in the sanctuary) - Kedush’.;i)wg
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Mishna sources In uNetane Tokef
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the ones who were born are to die and the ones
who have died are to be brought to life and the
ones brought to life are to be judged; so that one
may know, make known and have the knowledge
that He is God, He is the designer, He is the
creator, He is the discerner, He is the Judge, He the
witness, he the complainant and that He will
summon to judgement (Avot 4 ,22).
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The order of the blessings of the additional prayer on Rosh
Hashana is as follows: one recites the blessing of the Patriarchs,
the blessing of God’s Mighty Deeds and the blessing of the
Sanctification of God’s Name, all of which are recited all year
long. And one includes the blessing of Kingship with them and
he does not sound the shofar. Next, one adds a special blessing
for the Sanctification of the Day and sounds the shofar after it
(Rosh Hashana 4, 5)
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There are four kinds of temperaments...hard to
become angry and easy to be appeased: a pious
person (Avot 5, 11)
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On Rosh Hashana, all creatures pass before Him like sheep
[bnei maron], as it is stated: ‘He Who fashions all their hearts,

Who understands all their deeds’ (Psalms 33:15) (Rosh Hashana
1,2)
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One does not recite fewer than ten verses in the blessing of
Kingship, or fewer than ten verses in the blessings of

Remembrances, or fewer than ten verses in the blessing of
Shofarot (Rosh Hashana 4, 6)
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[The mighty rain] seals the hand of every person, [prevents him from leaving and] from knowing his actions (Job 37,7) When one dies,
all his deeds are enumerated before him and they say to him: You did such and such, in such and such a place, on such and such a day,
and he says; Yes. And they say to him: sign a statement that this is correct and he signs it, as it is written in Job [play on words: He
makes the hand of every man sign]. And not only that, but he justifies the judgement upon himself and says to them: You have judged
me well. To fulfill what is stated: That You may be justified when You speak and be right when You judge (Psalms 51:6) (Taanit 11a)
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After the tire, a faint sound of silence: It was when Elijah heard the falnt sound, and he wrapped his face in his
cloak and came out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said: what are you
doing here Elijah? (I Kings 19, 12-13)
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Nations heard, they were agitated; trembling has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia: Then the chieftains of Edom
were alarmed, trembling gripped the powers of Moav; all the inhabitants of Canaan have dissipated (Exodus 15, 14-15) He
makes the winds His messengers, the flaming fires, His servants...at Your rebuke they fled; at the sound of Your
thunder, they hastened away (Psaims 104, 4-7); Behold, the kings convened there, passing together...A fearful trembling

seized upon them there, like the pangs of a woman giving birth...As with Your Name, God, so Your praise (Psalms 48,
5/7/11; see Isaiah 33, 14 ) ....Yitro heard about the giving of the Torah and came and all of the kings of the nations of the world were
seized with trembling in their palaces and recited a song of praise (Zevachim 116a)
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Like the inspection by a shepherd of his flock on the day that he is among his sheep that were
separated, so | will inspect My flock, and | will rescue them from all the places to which they were
dispersed on the day of cloud and fog (ezekiel 34, 12) In the cities of the highland, in the cities of the
lowland and in the cities of the south and in the land of Benjamin and in the environs of Jerusalem and
in the cities of Judah, the flock will again pass by a shepherd (jeremiah 33, 13)
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For | do not desire the death of the one who dies the utterance of the Lord God. [Therefore] facilitate
repentance and live (Ezekiel 18, 32)

As | live...I surely do not desire the death of the wicked person. Rather [| wish for] the repentance of
the wicked person from his way, that he live. Repent, repent your evil ways. Why should you die,
house of Israel? (ezekiel 33, 11)
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What is the meaning of that which is written: then the Lord God formed [vayyitzer] man (Genesis 2, 7) with
a double yod?...woe unto me from my Creator [yotzri] and woe unto me from my inclination [yitzri]. [If
one opts to follow either his Creator or his inclination, woe unto him from the other] (8rachot 61a)



Rosh HaShana: Do not be saddened as joy in the Lord is your
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Nehemia 8: (2) Ezra the priest brought the Torah before the congregation, including men and women
and everyone who could hear to understand on the first day of the seventh month [Rosh Hashana]...(9)
Nehemiah, he was the Tirshata [Persian title of honor] and Ezra the priest, the scribe, and the Levites
who explained [the Torah] to the people, said to all the people: Today is sacred to the Lord your God; do
not mourn and do not weep, for all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the Torah.
(10) He said to them, Go eat rich foods and drink sweet beverages. And send gifts [of food] to whomever
does not have anything prepared, as this day is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened, as joy in the Lord
is your strength. (11) The Levites were quieting all the people, saying: Hush, for the day is holy, do not be
sad.
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