The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 8
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Tehillim 107 & the reason for its recitation on Yom ha' Atzmaut

Intro: The custom in Israel is to recite Tehillim 107

before Maariv on erev Yom Atzmaut -

In this week's class, we try to explain why.

I. Methodology for ‘long’ chapters in Tehillim
What's the Header
What's the 'structure’
What's the point!

Let’s look in Tehillim 107, in a regular siddur or Tanach
[i.e. not formatted]
And then search for a 'header’
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10 give thanks unto the LORD, for
He is good, for His mercy endureth
for ever.’

2 So let the redeemed of the LORD
say, whom He hath redeemed from
the hand of the adversary;

3 And gathered them out of the
lands, from the east and from the
west, from the north and from the
sea.

¢ They wandered in the wilderness
in a desert way; they found no city
of habitation.

§ Hungry and thirsty, their soul
fainted in them.

6 Then they cried unto the LORD in
their trouble, and He delivered them
out of their distresses.


https://torahinmotion.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=90489&qid=12042627
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7 And He led them by a straight
way, that they might go to a city of
habitation.

8 Let them give thanks unto the
LORD for His mercy, and for His
wonderful works to the children of
men!

9 For He hath satisfied the longing
soul, and the hungry soul He hath
filled with good.

10 Such as sat in darkness and in the
shadow of death, being bound in
affliction and iron--

11 Because they rebelled against the
words of God, and contemned the
counsel of the Most High.

Where did we find similar opening lines:

See Tehillim 106
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do righteousness at all times.

Let’s look now in the Hebrew for repeated phrases in 107

To help identify it's structure
[see PDF file]:

Then see formatted page
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IIT. Mizmor I'Todah - Psalm 100

" W 1 A Psalm of thanksgiving.
a ? WA ‘1‘1’”’\5 '\1)3’()3 N Shout unto the LORD, all the
NIND-DD carth,

ﬂn’:w: A-"A-‘,-nN ’nr:” a 2 Serve the LORD with

gladness; come before His

"l))'\:l 1’)97 INQ  presence with singing.

D"le NI, MM D --]y-r % 3 Know ye that the LORD He is
. God; {N}
IAY NN (171) Nb] 13\’))’ NI it is He that hath made us, and
IOV INN) we are His, His people, and the
' " flock of His pasture.
: . ' e AN 4 Enter into His gates with
1’3313_[) ﬂ‘pnﬁ I”‘?,),’ \’) Wa 9 thanksgiving, and into His
Rl mp A0y ;ﬂ?ﬂlﬂﬁ_l courts with praise; give thanks

unto Him, and bless His name.

DYIYY M9 250 =99 9 5 Forthe LORD is good; His
T A ' mercy endureth for ever; and

.ﬁnﬂﬁlﬁ ,TT] h‘%r'hr)-’] 1 i"TPD His faithfulness unto all’

generations.

Korban Todah in Vayikra chapter 7:
j\’)l_‘{ ,D’D?\’)U ﬁ:_n j‘]‘ju‘\ ]']N‘n N? 11 And this is the law of the

sacrifice of peace-offerings, which
j]‘])b 3)‘\ “77 one may offer unto the LORD.
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IV. Simchat Yom Tov

12 If he offer it for a thanksgiving,
then he shall offer with the sacrifice
of thanksgiving unleavened cakes
mingled with oil, and unleavened
wafers spread with oil, and cakes
mingled with oil, of fine flour
soaked.

13 With cakes of leavened bread he
shall present his offering with the
sacrifice of his peace-offerings for
thanksgiving.

14 And of it he shall present one out
of each offering for a gift unto the
LORD; it shall be the priest’s that
dasheth the blood of the peace-
offerings against the altar.

15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of
his peace-offerings for thanksgiving
shall be eaten on the day of his
offering; he shall not leave any of it
until the morning.

16 But if the sacrifice of his offering
be a vow, or a freewill-offering, it
shall be eaten on the day that he
offereth his sacrifice; and on the
morrow that which remaineth of it
may be eaten.

A. Re: the commandment to keep Shavuot in Devarim chapter 16
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9 Seven weeks shalt thou number unto
thee; from the time the sickle is first put
to the standing corn shalt thou begin to
number seven weeks.

10 And thou shalt keep the feast of
weeks unto the LORD thy God after the
measure of the freewill-offering of thy
hand, which thou shalt give, as God
blesseth thee.

11 And thou shalt rejoice before the
LORD thy God, thou, & thy son, & thy
daughter, & thy servant & maid-servant,
and the Levite that is within they
gates, & the stranger, & the
fatherless, & the widow, that are in
your midst in the place which that God
shall choose to cause His name to
dwell there.

12 And thou shalt remember that
thou wast a bondman in Egypt;
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B. Re: the commandment to keep Succot in Devarim chapter 16

13 Thou shalt keep the feast of tabernacles
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ﬂl_J;W ’T:? HWDD I'DQEI an seven days, after that thou hast gathered in

,BUDi,U'! T :[:P,m ,’[37373“:[50333 :D’@Z from thy threshing-floqr 'and'from thy winepress.
; ; 14 And thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou,

91‘731 LIOARY TTA0Y,7023 7123 AR :FaN3 and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy man-
oo e ' ’ "7 ' servant, and thy maid-servant, and the Levite,

,,,:pjgﬂp’; TR ,n_m'?;gn'! m’nﬁm =301 and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the
T TR T " widow, that are within thy gates.

0iona .7oOKR ’aY ARA .0 NUaw 15 Seven days shalt thou keep a feast unto the
QPR TR 02 aN0 .07 NUaw 10 LORD thy God in the place which the LORD

5'33 7’[’317?3 = 72727 °3 2= 703?'1W§ shall chooge; beca.lus;eT the LORD thy God shall
) o P : * 7 bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the

nw N LM L, N ‘j::n T0RIAN work of thy hands, and thou shalt be
r T oE o T © 7T 7 altogether joyful.

H. Rambam - Laws of Yom Tov 6:18 re: mitzvah to be happy on Yom Tov
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... And when one eats & drinks [on Yom Tov], he is obligated to feed the stranger, widow & orphan
together with the other poor and unfortunate- but he who locks the doors of his courtyard, and
rejoicing only with his friends and family — while not caring and giving food and drink to the poor
and to those with bitter souls; this is not the mitzvah of happiness, rather he is simply making his

belly happy. In regard to this the prophet says.....



