The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 11
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Yechezkel Chapter One - Does it Really Relate to Matan Torah?

Intro:

As Shavuot is approaching, this week we dedicate our
shiur to the Haftara that we read of Shavuot morning - to
understand why.

Intro:
What was main event at Maamad Har Sinai?
Matan Torah - receiving the Torah
Brit Sinai - Covenant -taking upon ourselves a commitment

Hitgalut - [Revelation] - experiencing God's presence
[compare to 'gap-year' programs in Israel]

Let's begin by reading Yechezkel chapter one
I. Yechekel Chapter 1
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burnished brass.

ITI. Time Period of Sefer Yechezkel

King Yoshiyahu - reigned 31 years [Yirmiyahu begins in Year 13]

* Renovation of Temple & new Covenant in Year 18 -
that was exactly 30 years before Sefer Yechezkel begins.

Yoshiyahu died at Meggido -fighting Pharaoh Necho /609 BCE

Yehoyakim - 11 years [aligns himself with Egypt]
Year 4 - Nevuchadnezar begins conquest of Middle East
Year 11 -Nevuchadnezar conquers Jerusalem /galut Yehoyachin
Yechezkel together with the 'aristocracy' are exiled to Bavel

Tzidkiyahu - 11 years:
Year 1 - Nevuchadnezar appoints Tzidkiyahu as 'puppet' King

but in year 4 of his reign, Tzidkiyahu plans rebellion
False prophets predict fall of Bavel within 2 years] - see Yirm chap. 28]

Year 5 - Sefer Yechezkel begins - chapters 1 -7
Year 6 - chapters 8 thru 19 - rebuke
Similar vision as chapter 1- with visions of happenings in Jeru.
Year 7 - chapters 20 thru 23 - harshest rebuke
Year 9 - Siege on Jerusalem begins -10 Tevet (chapter 24)
Year 11 - 9 Av /Temple & Jerusalem destroyed, People exiled
Year 25 - Yechezkel's final vision - chapters 40-48



III. What else Yechezkel saw:
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25 For, when there was a voice above
the firmament that was over their
heads, as they stood, they let down
their wings.

26 And above the firmament that was
over their heads was the likeness of a
throne, as the appearance of a sapphire
stone; and upon the likeness of the
throne was a likeness as the
appearance of a man upon it above.

27 And I saw as the colour of electrum,
as the appearance of fire round about
enclosing it, from the appearance of
his loins and upward; and from the
appearance of his loins and downward
I saw as it were the appearance of fire,
and there was brightness round about
him.

28 As the appearance of the bow that is
in the cloud in the day of rain, so was
the appearance of the brightness round
about. This was the appearance of the
likeness of the glory of the LORD.
And when I saw it, I fell upon my face,
and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

IV. Parshat Yitro -Mishpatim - Maamad Har Sinai

Chapter 19 - after the 'proposition’
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garments,

Sinai.

9 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Lo, I
come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the
people may hear when I speak with thee,
and may also believe thee for ever.” And
Moses told the words of the people unto the

10 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Go
unto the people, and sanctify them to-day
and to-morrow, and let them wash their

11 and be ready against the third day; for
the third day the LORD will come down in
the sight of all the people upon mount



The hitgalut: chapter 19
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In chapter 24 after brit naaseh v’'nishma:
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V. The meaning of Yechezkel’s vision in chaps. 8->11
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1 And it came to pass in the sixth year,
in the sixth month, in the fifth day of
the month, as I sat in my house, and the
elders of Judah sat before me, that the
hand of the Lord GOD fell there upon
me.

2 Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the
appearance of fire: from the
appearance of his loins and downward,
fire; and from his loins and upward, as
the appearance of brightness, as the
colour of electrum.

3 And the form of a hand was put forth,
and [ was taken by a lock of my head;
and a spirit lifted me up between the
earth and the heaven, and brought me in
the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the
door of the gate of the inner court that
looketh toward the north; where was
the seat of the image of jealousy, which
provoketh to jealousy.

4 And, behold, the glory of the God of
Israel was there, according to the vision
that I saw in the plain.

...Hashem sees their evil ways, and will not answer prayer
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The rebuke continues:

17 Then He said unto me: 'Hast thou
seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing
to the house of Judah that they commit
the abominations which they commit
here in that they fill the land with
violence, and provoke Me still more,
and, lo, they put the branch to their nose?

18 Therefore will I also deal in fury;
Mine eye shall not spare, neither will I
have pity; and though they cry in Mine
ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear
them



In chapter 10
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Continuing in chapter 11
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1 Then I looked, and, behold, upon the
firmament that was over the head of the
cherubim, there appeared above them as
it were a sapphire stone, as the
appearance of the likeness of a throne.

2 And He spoke unto the man clothed in
linen, and said: 'Go in between the
wheelwork, even under the cherub, and
fill both thy hands with coals of fire from
between the cherubim, and dash them
against the city.” And he went in in my
sight.

3 Now the cherubim stood on the right
side of the house, when the man went in;
and the cloud filled the inner court.

4 And the glory of the LORD mounted
up from the cherub to the threshold of the
house; and the house was filled with the
cloud, and the court was full of the

brightness of the LORD'S glory.

1 Then a spirit lifted me up, and
brought me unto the east gate of
the LORD’S house, which looketh
castward; and behold at the door of
the gate five and twenty men; and I
saw in the midst of them Jaazaniah
the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the
son of Benaiah, princes of the

people. {P}

2 And He said unto me: 'Son of
man, these are the men that devise
iniquity, and that give wicked
counsel in this city;

YIni)

3 that say: The time is not near to
build houses! this city is the
caldron, and we are the flesh.
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10 Ye shall fall by the sword: I will judge
you upon the border of Israel; and ye shall
know that I am the LORD.

11 Though this city shall not be your
caldron, ye shall be the flesh in the midst
thereof; I will judge you upon the border
of Israel;

12 and ye shall know that I am the LORD;
for ye have not walked in My statutes,
neither have ye executed Mine ordinances,
but have done after the ordinances of the
nations that are round about you.’

14 And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying:

15 'Son of man, as for thy brethren, even
thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and
all the house of Israel, all of them,
concerning whom the inhabitants of
Jerusalem have said: Get you far from the
LORD:! unto us is this land given for a
possession; {S}

16 therefore say: Thus saith the Lord
GOD: Although I have removed them far
off among the nations, and although I have
scattered them among the countries, yet
have I been to them as a little sanctuary in
the countries where they are come; {S}

17 therefore say: Thus saith the Lord
GOD: I will even gather you from the
peoples, and assemble you out of the
countries where ye have been scattered,
and I will give you the land of Israel.

18 And they shall come thither, and they
shall take away all the detestable things
thereof and all the abominations thereof
from thence.

19 And I will give them one heart, and I
will put a new spirit within you; and I will
remove the stony heart out of their flesh,
and will give them a heart of flesh;

20 that they may walk in My statutes, and
keep Mine ordinances, and do them; and
they shall be My people, and I will be their
God.



Finally — at end of the vision
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Review concepts:

Mishkan/ Mikdash — Symbol / reminder of Har Sinai

Shul - replacing Mikdash - [mikdash m’aat]
Misunderstanding of purpose of Mikdash — led to churban
Haftara on chagim

Remembering what happened, or why it happened.



