Parshat ha’shavua - NASO

Why & Where Parshat Naso belongs in Sefer Vayikra
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction - Sefer Bamidbar - What 'belongs' & what doesn't!

Chapter Ongoing Narrative Mitzvot I'dorot (Commandments)
Preparing to leave Har Sinai
1->4 | Organizing the camp, army etc.
5 Laws of "asham" * "sotah"
6 Laws of "nazir" & birkat kohanim
7 Dedication of Mishkan by the Nsiim
8 Ceremony for Leviim, replacing bchorim
9 Pesach in the desert; instructions on how [Pesach sheni/ reason for delay?]]
to travel following the 'anan’
10 Using the "chatzrotot” for travel signals;
Travel begins on 20 lyar; "va'yhi b'nsoa"
i Failure of first generation
11 Sin of the "mitavim"; 70 elders appointed
12 Sin of Miriam, talking against Moshe
13-14 Sin of the spies; & the "maapilim"
15 Laws re: korbanot, taking challa,
Sanhedrin, shabbat, & tzizit
16-17 | Korach's rebellion; test of the 12 staffs
18 Laws re:Compensation for shevet Levi
19 Laws re: 'para aduma'/ "tumat meyt"
20 Moshe & Aharon's sin at Mei Meriva;
Fortieth year/ journey around Har Seir
21 War with Arad; sin of "nachash nchoshet"
War with Sichon/ Conquer of Transjordan
22-24 Story of Bilam & Balak
25 Sin of Bnei Yisrael with 'bnot Moav’;
revenge taken by Pinchas etc.
Preparing to Enter Canaan
26 Census, who will inherit the land
27 Daughters of Tzlofchad request 'nachala’;
Moshe is told to die, Yehoshua appointed
28-29 Laws of Tmidim u'Musafim (holidays)
30 Laws re: annulling vows
31 War against Midyan
32 Inheritance taken by Reuven, Gad &
Menashe; & their promise to fight....
33 Summary of Travel thru the desert [Commandment to conquer the land?]
34 Borders of Eretz Cannan (to conquer)
35 Cities of Levites & Cities of Refuge
36 Bnot Tzlofchad - protecting inheritance




I. Ramban’s Intro to Sefer Bamidbar
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C. Chizkuni’s commentary on Shmot 34:32
When Moshe Rabeinu descends Mount Sinai with the 2nd Luchot
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Moshe commanded the people everything that God commanded him on Har Sinai:

i.e. - All the Commandments that were told to him [by God] during the first forty
days, and the last forty days. [Also] all the mitzvot were given [fo Moshe]
between the month of Nisan when Bnei Yisrael first left Egypt - until the 20th of
Iyar in the second year [i.e. when they left Har Sinai - see Bamidbar 10:11] -
However - the Torah was given [fo Moshe] in individual scrolls - for whenever Moshe
would hear a commandment from God, he would record it in a separate scroll -
then [forty years later] when it was time for him fo die - he organized the Sefer
Torah - and set its "parshiot" - based on the fitting juxtapositions - as our have
expounded.



II. Time line of events
Rosh chodesh Nisan — Year 2

Assembly of the Mishkan — Shmot chapter 40

The shchinah dwelling — Shmot 40 & Vayikra chapter 9

Birkat Kohanim for the first time — in Vayikra 9:21 & Bamid 6

The death of Nadav & Avinhu - Vayikra chapter 10

The Nsiim [princes] offer their inaugural gifts to the Mishkan
- Bamidbar chapter 7

Aharon lights the Menorah for the first time ! (that evening)

Discussion : What happened when on that day
i.e. at what point did the Princes bring their gifts

lll. Birkat Kohanim — magical or logical
The Biblical source: - Bamidbar / Numbers 6:22-27

[part of the daily service of the Priests in the Temple]
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22 And the LORD spoke unto
Moses, saying:

23 'Speak unto Aaron and unto his
sons, saying: On this wise ye shall
bless the children of Israel; ye
shall say unto them:

24 The LORD shall bless thee, and
keep thee;

25 The LORD shall make His face
to shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee;

26 The LORD lift up His
countenance upon thee, and give
thee peace.

27 So shall they put My name upon
the children of Israel, and I will
bless them.’



Note how this blessing is similar to the “sim shalom” prayer:
[short discussion on purpose of daily ‘shmon-esray’]
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From Creation on Day One
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V. An alternate Biblical source for blessing: Devarim 28:1-10
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1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt
hearken diligently unto the voice of the
LORD thy God, to observe to do all His
commandments which I command thee this
day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on
high above all the nations of the earth.

2 And all these blessings shall come upon
thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy
God.

3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and
blessed shalt thou be in the field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and
the fruit of thy land, and the fruit of thy
cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the
young of thy flock.

5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy
kneading-trough.

6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest
in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou
goest out.

7 The LORD will cause thine enemies that
rise up against thee to be smitten before
thee; they shall come out against thee one
way, and shall flee before thee seven ways.

8 The LORD will command the blessing
with thee in thy barns, and in all that thou
puttest thy hand unto; and He will bless
thee in the land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee.

9 The LORD will establish thee for a holy
people unto Himself, as He hath sworn unto
thee; if thou shalt keep the commandments
of the LORD thy God, and walk in His
ways.

10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see
that the name of the LORD is called upon
thee; and they shall be afraid of thee.



From the daily “shema” — Devarim 11:13-17
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13 And it shall come to pass, if ye
shall hearken diligently unto My
commandments which I command
you this day, to love the LORD your
God, and to serve Him with all your
heart and with all your soul,

14 that I will give the rain of your
land in its season, the former rain and
the latter rain, that thou mayest gather
in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine
oil.

15 And I will give grass in thy fields
for thy cattle, and thou shalt eat and
be satisfied.

16 Take heed to yourselves, lest your
heart be deceived, and ye turn aside,
and serve other gods, and worship
them;

17 and the anger of the LORD be
kindled against you, and He shut up
the heaven, so that there shall be no
rain, and the ground shall not yield
her fruit; and ye perish quickly from
off the good land which the LORD
giveth you.

VI. The blessing for the tribe of Levi — in Devarim 33:10-11
To become teachers and educators for the Nation of Israel
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10 They shall teach Jacob Thine
ordinances, and Israel Thy law; they shall
put incense before Thee, and whole
burnt-offering upon Thine altar.

11 Bless, LORD, his substance, and
accept the work of his hands; smite
through the loins of them that rise up
against him, and of them that hate him,

that they rise not again.



VIl. The morning Torah blessings - from our daily Prayers:

Torah Blessings (**All 3 blessings)
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Blessed are You, Adonoy our God, King of the Universe, Who sanctified'The observance and
fulfillment of His commandments makes a person holy. us with His commandments and

commanded us to be engrossed in the words of Torah.
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Adonoy our God, please make the words of Your Torah pleasant in our mouths and
in the mouths of Your people Israel. And may we and our descendants [and the
descendants of our descendants] and the descendants of Your people the House of
Israel, all know Your Name and be students of Your Torah for its own sake. Blessed
are You, Adonoy Who teaches Torah to His people, Israel.
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Blessed are You, Adonoy our God, King of the Universe Who chose us from among
all the Blessed are You, Adonoy, Giver of the Torah!
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And they shall set My Name upon the Children of Israel, and | shall bless them.
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These are precepts, the fruits of which man enjoys in this world, [while] the principal [reward] is
preserved for him in the World-to-Come. They are: honoring father and mother, [performing]
deeds of kindness, early attendance in the House of Study morning and evening, providing
hospitality to guests, visiting the sick, participating in making a wedding, accompanying the dead

[to the grave], concentrating on the meaning of prayers, making peace between fellow men and
between husband and wife— and the study of Torah is equal to them all.



