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The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme ² class #45 
Yerovam's Revolt & the Split Kingdom 

- When Politics & Religion clash 
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/ 

 
Introduction  -  
          This week, we begin what could be considered one of the main 
topics of Sefer Melachim ± i.e. the µsplit Kingdom¶.   
 Note how the book oscillates between the King of the Northern 
Tribes and the King of Judah ± so the story that leads to that split must 
be of thematic importance.   Therefore, today¶s shiur will focus on the 
revolt of Yerovam,  and will discuss those events from both their 
political & religious perspectives. 
 
I.  Review of the time period of approx 400 years of Sefer Melachim 
 Highlighting the disastrous results of a µsplit Kingdom¶ 
 Note how unity leads to political strength & visa versa: 
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II.  A worker¶s revolt?  Melachim Aleph ± chapter 11 
�¥��© �ß�§ �¬ �� �²�£ ����¢ �� �ª£ �́ �² �® ���© �̈����� �� �² �î ��

���� �� �¬��� �ª �̈ �¦ ���� �Ý ���� �¬ã² �°�Öê ���§ �Û ��
����̈ Ï �Û �¦Í �¦ �ê �ß����£�§ �²�æ ���� 

26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an 
Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of 
Solomon, whose mother's name was 
Zeruah, a widow, he also lifted up his 
hand against the king. 

 ¥��² �Û ����² �� �á ���� �  ���Í �¦ �ê �ß���£�§£ �² ������
´ ���� �ª �ß����̈ Ï �Û��Öé �ê ��� 

�´ ����² �� �«���£ �� ���� �� �á�²£ �¬�¯ �² �í 

27 And this was the cause that he 
lifted up his hand against the king: 
Solomon built Millo, and repaired the 
breach of the city of David his father. 

¡¥������̈ Ï �Û�� �²�æ ����¦ �£ �¡�²Öß �à��§ �¬ �� �² �£�Û£ �� �� ��
´ ���£ �è��² �¬ �ë ������ã��� �¥� �¦ �̈ �� �Ü�¬ 
��¦ �¥ �¦��Ö´���� �± �®�æ ���� �«Ö£�´£ �ß�¦ �� �«��^«`  

28 And the man Jeroboam was a 
mighty man of valour; and Solomon 
saw the young man that he was 
industrious, and he gave him charge 
over all the labour of the house of 
Joseph. {S} 

¢¥����� �°�£�§ �¬ �� �² �£ �����£ �� ���´ �¬ �ß�£ �� �£ ��
�� �° �̈ �æ ����§� �¦ �Ûã²£ �̈��£ �ªÏ£ �Ý �����æ �¡ ���Ö´��

�� �̈ �¦ �Ü �ß�� �ì �è �́ �̈ ��ã� ����Í �² �á �ß��£ �� �ë ��
�� �Û �� �¡��� �� �Þ �ß��§ �á �� �¦�§ ��£ �ª �Ûã�� 

29 And it came to pass at that time, 
when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the 
Shilonite found him in the way; now 
Ahijah had clad himself with a new 
garment; and they two were alone in 
the field. 

¦�������æ �¡ ���Ü�í �́ �æ ��� �Û �� �¡ ���� �̈ �¦ �Þ �ß����² �Û ��
��� �¬ �² �± �æ �����£ �¦ �¬����§£ �¬ �² �±��² �Ü �¬�§£ �ª �Û 

30 And Ahijah laid hold of the new 
garment that was on him, and rent it in 
twelve pieces. 

�¦��¡ �±��§ �¬ �� �² �£ �¦��² �̈ �� æ ����� �² �Ü�¬��Î �¦
�§£ �¬ �² �±������¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£�² �̈ �����¥�£ �è

´ ��� �¬ �²�±�£ �ª �ª �����£ �ò �́ �ª ������̈ Ï �Û���æ �̈ �� �¥ �¦ �̈ �ê ��
��§£ �¢ �� �Ý ���� �² �Ü�¬�´ ����Î �¦ 

31 And he said to Jeroboam: 'Take 
thee ten pieces; for thus saith the 
LORD, the God of Israel: Behold, I 
will rend the kingdom out of the hand 
of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to 
thee-- 

�¦����£ �� �£��� �¡ �� ���¢ �� �Ý �� ���Öé����£ �á �� �¬�© �¬ �̈ �¦
� �� ��§� �¦ �Ûã² �£�© �¬ �̈ �¦ã���£ �ò �² �¡ �ß�² �Û ���²£ �¬ ����

��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �¢ �� �Û�¦�è �̈ ��â �� 

32 but he shall have one tribe, for My 
servant David's sake, and for 
Jerusalem's sake, the city which I 
have chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel-- 

�¦����´ �²�ò �Û �¬ �¦�ã� �¡ �ò �Û �æ ����£ �ªã� �  �¬�² �Û ���© �¬ �£
��§�è �¦ �̈ �¦ã��� ��Ö¨�£ ��Ï ���ÛÖ¨ �¥ �¦��©£ �ª �� �°�£ ��Ï ��

£ �ª ���£ ��Ï ����©Öê �¬�� ¦ �������´ÖÜ�¬ �¦��£ �¥ �² �� ���ã¥ �¦ ��
£ �¢ �í �Û �̈ ã�£ �́ �ï �¡ ���£ �ª£ �¬ �ß�² �Û�æ �����£ �� ���� �� �� �è�� 

33 because that they have forsaken 
Me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth 
the goddess of the Zidonians, 
Chemosh the god of Moab, and 
Milcom the god of the children of 
Ammon; and they have not walked in 
My ways, to do that which is right in 
Mine eyes, and to keep My statutes 
and Mine ordinances, as did David his 
father. 

�¦���� ¦ ����́ ���¡ �ï ���¦ �è���Ö��æ �̈ ��� �¥ �¦ �̈ �ê �� 
��ãë �́ �Û ����£ �Ü �ª�£ �è��£ �á �� �¬�� �� �á�© �¬ �̈ �¦���£ �æ �¡�£ �̈ �£�¦�è��

�£ �́ �ï �¡ ���£ �́ �� �° �̈ �² �̈ �Û�² �Û ����Ö´���£ �ò �² �¡ �ß�² �Û �� 

34 Howbeit I will not take the whole 
kingdom out of his hand; but I will 
make him prince all the days of his 
life, for David My servant's sake, 
whom I chose, because he kept My 
commandments and My statutes; 
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�¦���� ��£ �ò �́ �ªã��Öª �ß���æ �̈ ��� �¥ã¦ �ê ���£ �ò �¡ �± �¦ ��
��§£ �¢ �� �Ý ���´ �² �Ü�¬�´ ����Î �é 

35 but I will take the kingdom out of 
his son's hand, and will give it unto 
thee, even ten tribes. 

�¦��¢ �� �Û�© �ò ����Öª �� �¦ ���� �¡ ����´Ö£ ���© �¬ �̈ �¦���²£ �ª
�£ �� �� �¦�¦ �è�£ �á �� �¬�£ �ª �® �¦�§£ �̈ �æ �����§� �¦ �Ûã²£ �ß��

��§ �Û�£ �̈ �Û�§ãÜ �¦��£ �¦�£ �ò �² �¡ �ß�² �Û ���²£ �¬ �� 

36 And unto his son will I give one 
tribe, that David My servant may have 
a lamp alway before Me in Jerusalem, 
the city which I have chosen Me to 
put My name there. 

 ¦��¡ �ï ���Î �́ �� �����² �Û ���¦�¥ �ß�� �ò �¥ �¦ �̈ ã��� �ã �� �ò
�¦ �¬��Í �¦ �ê� �́ £ �£ �� ����Î �Û �® �ª��¦ �� �² �Ü �£ 

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt 
reign over all that thy soul desireth, 
and shalt be king over Israel. 

¡¦������£ �� ���§ ���´ ���¬ �̈ �Û �ò�¦ �è��Î �ã �° ���² �Û �����
��²Ö¨ �Û �¦�£ �ª£ �¬ �ß�² �Û�æ ��� �́ £ �Ü �¬ ���£ �¥ �² �� ��� �ò �¥ �¦ �� ��

£ �á �� �¬�� �� �á�� �Ü �¬�² �Û �� �è��£ �́ �� �° �̈ ã�£ �́ Öï �¡��
�Î �¦�£ �́ £ �ª ��ã��Í �ê �¬�£ �́ £ �£ �� ��´ �£ ���© �̈ �� �ª����² �Û �� �è

´ ����Î �¦�£ �ò �́ �ª ����� �� �� �¦�£ �́ £ �ª �ß���¦ �� �² �Ü �£ 

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken 
unto all that I command thee, and wilt 
walk in My ways, and do that which is 
right in Mine eyes, to keep My 
statutes and My commandments, as 
David My servant did, that I will be 
with thee, and will build thee a sure 
house, as I built for David, and will 
give Israel unto thee. 

¢¦��´ ���� �ë �¬� ���´��  �© �¬ �̈ �¦��� �� �á�¬ �² � � 
�¦ �¥��� ¦��Í ����§£ �̈ �æ �����̂ «` 

39 And I will for this afflict the seed 
of David, but not for ever.' {S} 

¨��´ ���´£ �̈ �� �¦����̈ Ï �Û�Û �ï �� �£ �����§ �±�æ ����§ �¬ �� �²�£
��§ �¬ �� �² �£�§ �£ �² �° �̈ �¡ �² �� �æ ���¦ ���Í �¦ �̈ �± �Û£ �Û�

� �¬��§ �£ �² �° �̈ ���£ �� �£ ����§ �£ �² �° �̈����̈ Ï �Û�´Ö¨���
^«`  

40 Solomon sought therefore to kill 
Jeroboam; but Jeroboam arose, and 
fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of 
Egypt, and was in Egypt until the 
death of Solomon. {S} 

�¨��¦ �¥ �����̈ Ï �Û�£ �² �� �á�² �́ �£ ������� �Ü �¬�² �Û ��
Ö´ �̈ �¥ �¡ �����Ö¦ ���¦ �¬��§£ �� �́ �è�§ �����£ �² �� �á�² �® �«
����̈ Ï �Û 

41 Now the rest of the acts of 
Solomon, and all that he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the 
book of the acts of Solomon? 

�¨����§� �¦ �Ûã²£ �����̈ Ï �Û�Í �¦ �̈ �² �Û ����§£ �̈ �æ �� ��
¦ �¬�¦ �è�¦ �� �² �Ü �£����� �ª �Û��§£ �¬ �ß �² �� 

42 And the time that Solomon reigned 
in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty 
years. 

�¨��§ �¬����̈ Ï �Û�� �è �Û �æ ������£ �́ �� �� 
����£ �� ���� �� �á�²£ �¬ �ß��² �� �ï �æ �� 
���£ �ò �¡ �ò��Öª �ß�§ �¬ �� �¡ �²�ÍÏ �̈ �æ �����̂ «` 

43 And Solomon slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in the city of 
David his father; and Rehoboam his 
son reigned in his stead. {S} 
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III.  What were the building projects? 
Chapter 9 

�����Í �¦ �ê �¦��§ �²£ �¡�¡ �¦ �Û �æ �� 
���� �� � �² �è �è��§£ �² �Ü �¬ ���� �� �̈ 

14 And Hiram sent to the king 
sixscore talents of gold. 

�¢��² �� ���� �  ���² �Û ���« �ê �����Í �¦ �ê ���� �¦�¬ ��
����̈ Ï �Û�́ ���´Öª �� �¦���� ��� �£�´£ �ß 

´ �� ���´ �� ���Ö´£ �ß���Öé �ê �� 
���§� �¦ �Ûã² �£�´ �̈ Ö¡��´ �� �� 
�´ �� ���´ �� ���²�° �¡�´ �� ����Öá �� �̈���² �  �à 

15 And this is the account of the levy 
which king Solomon raised; to build 
the house of the LORD, and his own 
house, and Millo, and the wall of 
Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, 
and Gezer. 

 ¢��Í �¦ �̈ ���¬ �² �í�´ �����è �¦ �æ ����� �¦ �¬�§ �£ �² �° �̈���² �  �à
´ �� ����Û �� �ß�â �® �² �Ü �æ ������ �² ����²£ �¬ �ß�� �Û�æ ���£ �ª �¬ �ª �è ��

����̈ Ï �Û�´ �Û ����Öò �� �¦��§£ �¡�é �Û��â �ª �ò �æ �� 

16 Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone 
up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it with 
fire, and slain the Canaanites that 
dwelt in the city, and given it for a 
portion unto his daughter, Solomon's 
wife. 

 £���́ �����̈ Ï �Û�© �� �æ ���´ �� ����² �  �à���©Öò �¡ �ò�©�²�¡�´£ �ß 17 And Solomon built Gezer, and 
Beth-horon the nether, 

¡£��´ �� ���´ �� ���´ �¦�¬ �ß��¯ �² �� �ß��² �ß �� �ê �ß��²�̈ �� �ò��²¨´ 18 and Baalath, and Tadmor in the 
wilderness, in the land, 

¢£��¦ �è�´ �� ��������̈ Ï �Û �¦�ã£ ���² �Û ����´Öª �è �« �ê ���£ �² �¬
��± �Û �¡�´ �� ����§£ �Û �² �í ���£ �² �¬�´ �� ����� �¥ �² ���£ �² �¬�´ �� ��
���©Öª �� �é ��ã�§� �¦ �Ûã²£ �ß�´Öª �� �¦�± �Û �¡�² �Û ������̈ Ï �Û

�Öò �¦ �Û �̈ �̈ �¯ �² ����¦�¥ ��ã 

19 and all the store-cities that 
Solomon had, and the cities for his 
chariots, and the cities for his 
horsemen, and that which Solomon 
desired to build for his pleasure in 
Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in all 
the land of his dominion. 

¥��¦ �è�© �̈ �² �́ Öë ���§ �¬ ���£ �ä �² �í ���£ �ò �¡ ���£ �²�̈ �� ����
�� ¦�² �Û ����£ �«ã� �£ �� ���£ �ã �¡ ������ �ê ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �ª �ß �̈ 

20 All the people that were left of the 
Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who 
were not of the children of Israel; 

�¥����² �Û ����¯ �² �� �ß�§ ��£ �² �¡ ���ã² �́ �ª�² �Û ����§ ��£ �ª �ß
�� ¦����§ �̈ £ �² �¡ �� �¦��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �ª �ß�ã¦ �¥ �£ 

���̈ Ï �Û�§ �¦�¬�æ ��« �̈ �¦�� ���¬��� �ä ���§Öæ ���� �¬�� 

21 even their children that were left 
after them in the land, whom the 
children of Israel were not able utterly 
to destroy, of them did Solomon raise 
a levy of bondservants, unto this day. 

�¥����¦ �� �² �Ü �£��£ �ª �ß �̈ ã�� ¦��� �� �¬����̈ Ï �Û�© �́ �ª��£ �è�
����£ �Û£ �¦ �Û ����£ �² �Ü ����£ �� ���¬ ����� �̈ �¡ �¦ �ê ���£ �Û �ª ���§ ��

��£ �Û �² �®ã��Öß �¥ �²�£ �² �Ü ����^«` 

22 But of the children of Israel did 
Solomon make no bondservants; but 
they were the men of war, and his 
servants, and his princes, and his 
captains, and rulers of his chariots and 
of his horsemen. {S} 

�¥��¦ �¬�² �Û ����§£ �� �î �ë ���£ �² �Ü�� �é ����� �¥� �¦ �ê ��
´Ö� �̈ �Û �̈ �¡ ����§£ �Ý �̈ �¡����̈ Ï �Û �¦�����§ �¬ �ß�§£ ���² ��

��� �¥� �¦ �ê �ß�§£ �Ü�¬ �� 

23 These were the chief officers that 
were over Solomon's work, five 
hundred and fifty, who bore rule over 
the people that wrought in the work. 

�¥��´ �ß�Í ���� �� �á�²£ �¬ �̈ �� �́ �¦ �¬����¬ �² �í¦ �����
� �ª �ß�² �Û ����â �́ £ �ß�â �¦´ ���� �ª �ß��  ������Öé �ê ���� 

24 But Pharaoh's daughter came up 
out of the city of David unto her house 
which [Solomon] had built for her; 
then did he build Millo. 
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�¥����´Ö¦�¬�� �ª �Ý �ß�§£ �̈ �¬ �í�ÛÏ �Û���̈ Ï �Û�� �¦�¬ �� ��
¦ �¬��§£ �̈ �¦ �Ûã����� ���£ �¦�� �ª �ß�² �Û ��� �¡ �ß �  �ê ��

´ ����§ �é �Û ����� ��� �£�£ �ª �® �¦�² �Û ����Öò ���²£ �¢ �± �� ���
��´ �£ �ß �� 

25 And three times in a year did 
Solomon offer burnt-offerings and 
peace-offerings upon the altar which 
he built unto the LORD, offering 
thereby, upon the altar that was before 
the LORD. So he finished the house. 

�¥��£ �ª �� ����©Ö£ �° �¬ �ß���̈ Ï �Û�Í �¦ �ê ���� �Ü �¬���² �� �à
´ ���² �Û ���¦ �¬��´Ö¦ ���§�£�´ �® �Ü�ã«����¯ �² �� �ß
��§Ö� �� 

26 And king Solomon made a navy of 
ships in Ezion-geber, which is beside 
Eloth, on the shore of the Red Sea, in 
the land of Edom. 

 ¥��´ ����£ �ª �� �ß�§ �²£ �¡�¡ �¦ �Û �æ �����£ �Û �ª �����£ �� ���¬
§�æ ���£ �¬ ���£��´Öæ �ª �������̈ Ï �Û�£ �� �� �¬��§ �¬ 

27 And Hiram sent in the navy his 
servants, shipmen that had knowledge 
of the sea, with the servants of 
Solomon. 

¡¥��� �²£ �®Ö��ã����æ �������� �� � �§ �Ý �̈ �ã¡ �± �æ ��
¬ �ß �² ���² �è �è�§£ �² �Ü �¬ ���´Ö� �̈¦ ����ã� ���æ �����

���̈ Ï �Û�Í �¦ �ê ����^®` 

28 And they came to Ophir, and 
fetched from thence gold, four 
hundred and twenty talents, and 
brought it to king Solomon. {P} 

 
III.  A. Change of Society due to industrialization: 
 Discussion: 
 Who paid for all the building projects 
  How did the new professions change daily life 
  Agriculture vs. Industry 
 
 B. Why would this cause political unrest? 
  What was Yerovam in charge of: 
   ³sevel bet Yosef´ -  the work force? 
  ³mas´ ± financial tax, or actual labor tax 
     [like ³miluim´ service] 
 
 
 C.  Compare the religious [Divine] reason for revolt  
   [see chapter 11:1-13] 

with the political [People¶s] reason 
   [see also 11:14-25 / note parallel to Moshe\Yitro] 
 
  Note contrast ± Shlomo & Egypt ± pre/ post 
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IV.  The revolt   - chapter 12 
����§ �¥ �Û��§ �¬ �� �¡ �²�Í �¦�æ �����¦ �¥�� �ß�§ �¥ �Û�£ �è�

��Ö´���Í£ �¦ �̈ �� �¦��¦ �� �² �Ü �£ 
1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem; 
for all Israel were come to Shechem to 
make him king. 

���© �ß�§ �¬ �� �² �£� �¬�̈ �Û �è�£ �� �£ �����¢ �� �ª��ãë ��Ö¬��ã� ��
�����̈ Ï �Û�Í �¦ �ê ���£ �ª �í �̈ ��¡ �² �ß�² �Û ����§ �£ �² �° �̈ ��

��§ �£ �² �° �̈ �ß��§ �¬ �� �² �£�� �Û�æ �� 

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat heard of it--for he 
was yet in Egypt, whither he had fled 
from the presence of king Solomon, 
and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt, 

���ã� �² �± �æ ����ã¡ �¦ �Û �æ ������§ �¬ �� �²�£���� ��æ �������£���Ö¦
¦ �¥ ���¦ ����ã² �ß �� �£ ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£�¦ �� �±���§ �¬ �� �¡ �²

��²�̈ � �¦ 

3 and they sent and called him--that 
Jeroboam and all the congregation of 
Israel came, and spoke unto 
Rehoboam, saying: 

���´ ���� �Û �± ����Î£ �� ���ãª �é �¬�� �ò �¬�� �ò �� ����
��� �� �è ���Öé�¬ �̈ ã��� �Û �ï ���Î£ �� ���´ ���� �¬ �̈ �¦ �± ��

² �Û ���ãª£ �¦ �¬�© �́ �ª�����ç �� �� �¬ �ª �� 

4 'Thy father made our yoke grievous; 
now therefore make thou the grievous 
service of thy father, and his heavy 
yoke which he put upon us, lighter, 
and we will serve thee.' 

���ã¥ �¦��§ ��£ �¦ ���² �̈ �� æ ���§£ �̈ �£�� �ÛÏ �Û���¬��
��§ �¬ ����ã¥ �¦�æ ����£ �¦ ���ã�ãÛ �� 

5 And he said unto them: 'Depart yet 
for three days, then come again to 
me.' And the people departed. 

���´ ����§ �¬ �� �¡ �²�Í �¦ �ê ���¯ �¬ �ã �æ ���² �Û ���§£ �ª �± �ä ���
´ ���§£ �� �̈ �¬�ã£ ������£ �¡�Ö´�£ �� �ß���£ �� �����̈ Ï �Û�£ �ª �í

�²�̈ � �¦��´ ����£ �Û �� �¦��§£ �° �¬Öª�§ �ò ���Í£ ���
§ �¬ �����² �� �á�� �ä �� 

6 And king Rehoboam took counsel 
with the old men, that had stood 
before Solomon his father while he 
yet lived, saying: 'What counsel give 
ye me to return answer to this people?' 

 ��§ ����²�̈ � �¦��£ �¦ ����ã² �ß �� �£ ����²��£����§Öæ ��
��£ �� �ò����§ �́ £ �ª �¬ ����§ �ò �� �� �¬ ���� �ä ���§ �¬ �¦�� �� �¬

§£ ��Ö¢�§£ �² �� �á�§ ��£ �¦ ��� �ò �² �ß �� ������Î �¦�ã£ �� ��
¦ �è��§£ �� �� �¬���§£ �̈ �æ �� 

7 And they spoke unto him, saying: 'If 
thou wilt be a servant unto this people 
this day, and wilt serve them, and 
answer them, and speak good words 
to them, then they will be thy servants 
for ever.' 

¡��´ �����  �¬ �æ ������ã� �° �¬ �£�² �Û ����§£ �ª �± �ä ���´ �°�¬
´ ����¯ �¬ �ã �æ �����² �Û ����Öò ���ã¦ �� �à�² �Û ���§£ �� �¦ �£ ��

���£ �ª �® �¦��§£ �� �̈ �¬ �� 

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old 
men which they had given him, and 
took counsel with the young men that 
were grown up with him, that stood 
before him. 

¢�����£ �Û �ª ����§£ �° �¬Öª�§ �ò ���� �̈ ��§ ��£ �¦ ���² �̈ �� æ ��
´ ����² �� �á�� �ä ���§ �¬ �������£ �¦ ���ã² �ß �á�² �Û ��

© �̈ �¦ �± ����²�̈ � �¦�² �Û ����¦�¬ �����ãª£ �¦ �¬�Î£ �� ���© �́ �ª 

9 And he said unto them: 'What 
counsel give ye, that we may return 
answer to this people, who have 
spoken to me, saying: Make the yoke 
that thy father did put upon us 
lighter?' 

£������£ �¦ ���ã² �ß �� �£ ��Öò ���ã¦ �� �à�² �Û ���§£ �� �¦ �£ ���
��è��²�̈ � �¦���ã² �ß �á�² �Û ���� �ä ���§ �¬ �¦�² �̈ �� ´

´ ����£ �ß �¥ ���Î£ �� ���²�̈ � �¦�Î£ �¦ ����� �ò �� ����ãª �é �¬

10 And the young men that were 
grown up with him spoke unto him, 
saying: 'Thus shalt thou say unto this 
people that spoke unto thee, saying: 
Thy father made our yoke heavy, but 
make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt 
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�ãª£ �¦ �¬ �̈ �¦ �± �������� �� �¬�£ �ë �¢ �±��§ ��£ �¦ ���² �ß �� �ò���è
��£ �� ���£ �ª �́ �ê �̈ 

thou speak unto them: My little finger 
is thicker than my father's loins. 

�£������ �� �è�¦�¬�§ �¥£ �¦ �¬�«£ �̈ �¬ ���£ �� ����� �ò �¬ ��
¦ �¬�£ �«Ö���£ �ª �� ���§ �¥ �é �¬��§ �¥ �́ ���² �ì �£��£ �� ����

��§£ �ß �² �± �¬ �ß�§ �¥ �́ ���² �ì�£ ����£ �ª �� ����§£ �¢ÖÝ �ß 

11 And now whereas my father did 
burden you with a heavy yoke, I will 
add to your yoke; my father chastised 
you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions.' 

�£��¦ �¥ ���§ �¬ �� �²�£�Ö��æ ���¦ ���§ �¬ �����§Öæ �ß��§ �¬ �� �¡ �²
��ã�ãÛ��²�̈ � �¦�Í �¦ �ê ���² �ß �á�² �Û �� �è��£ �Û£ �¦ �Ý ��

��£ �Û£ �¦ �Ý ���§Öæ �ß�£ �¦ �� 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people 
came to Rehoboam the third day, as 
the king bade, saying: 'Come to me 
again the third day.' 

�£��´ ���Í �¦ �ê ���© �¬ �æ ���´ �����  �¬�æ ����� �Û �±��§ �¬ ���
��ã� �° �¬ �£�² �Û ����§£ �ª �± �ä ���´ �°�¬ 

13 And the king answered the people 
roughly, and forsook the counsel of 
the old men which they had given 
him; 

�£�����²�̈ � �¦�§£ �� �¦ �£ ���´ �°�¬ �è��§ ��£ �¦ ���² �ß �� �£ ��
´ ����£ �ß �¥ ���£ �� ���¦ �¬�£ �«���£ �ª �� ����§ �¥ �é �¬�

���£ �ª �� ����§£ �¢ÖÝ �ß�§ �¥ �́ ���² �ì �£��£ �� ����§ �¥ �é �¬
��§£ �ß �² �± �¬ �ß�§ �¥ �́ ���² �ì�£ �� 

14 and spoke to them after the counsel 
of the young men, saying: 'My father 
made your yoke heavy, but I will add 
to your yoke; my father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions.' 

�¢���� ¦ ���¦ ����Í �¦ �ê ���¬ �̈ �Û��§ �¬ �����£ �è���� �́ �£ ��
´ ���§£ �± ���© �¬ �̈ �¦��� ��� �£�§ �¬ �̈ ��� �ß �«���Ö² �� �á

¦ ����£ �ªÏ£ �Ý �����æ �¡ �����£ �ß�� ��� �£�² �ß �á�² �Û ���
© �ß�§ �¬ �� �² �£��¢ �� �ª 

15 So the king hearkened not unto the 
people; for it was a thing brought 
about of the LORD, that He might 
establish His word, which the LORD 
spoke by the hand of Ahijah the 
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat. 

 ¢��¦ �è�� �²�æ ����� ¦�£ �è��¦ �� �² �Ü �£���Í �¦ �ê ���¬ �̈ �Û
´ ���§ �¬ ���ã� �Û�æ ����§ �� �¦ �����²�̈ � �¦�² �� �á�Í �¦ �ê ��

� �̈��� ¦ ���� �� �� �ß�± �¦ �¡�ãª �é��© �� �ß�� �¦ �¡ �ª��£ �Û �£
�� �� �á�Î �́ £ ���� �� �²�� �ò �¬��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�Î£ �¦ ���� �¦��

���£ �¦ ���� �¦��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�Í �¦ �æ �� 

16 And when all Israel saw that the 
king hearkened not unto them, the 
people answered the king, saying: 
'What portion have we in David? 
neither have we inheritance in the son 
of Jesse; to your tents, O Israel; now 
see to thine own house, David.' So 
Israel departed unto their tents. 

 £��� ��ã� �£�£ �² �¬ �ß�§£ �� �Û�æ ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �ª ��ã��
�§ �¬ �� �¡ �²��§ ��£ �¦ �¬�ÍÏ �̈ �æ �����̂ ®` 

17 But as for the children of Israel that 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, 
Rehoboam reigned over them. {P} 

¡£����§ �¬ �� �¡ �²�Í �¦ �ê ���¡ �¦ �Û �æ ��´ ����§ �²�� ����² �Û ��
¦ �¬�« �ê ��¦ �¥�ã¨ �à �² �æ �������© �� ���Öß�¦ �� �² �Ü �£

´�̈ �æ ����´Ö¦�¬ �¦�¯ �ê �� �́ ����§ �¬ �� �¡ �²�Í �¦ �ê �� ����
��§� �¦ �Ûã² �£��«ãª �¦��� �� �è �² �ê �ß 

18 Then king Rehoboam sent 
Adoram, who was over the levy; and 
all Israel stoned him with stones, so 
that he died. And king Rehoboam 
made speed to get him up to his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 

¢£����§Öæ ���� �¬��� �� �á�´£ �� �ß�¦ �� �² �Ü �£�ã¬ �Û �® �æ ��
�� �ä ����^«` 

19 So Israel rebelled against the house 
of David, unto this day. {S} 



 
 
 

8 

¥���¦ �è� �¬�̈ �Û �è�£ �� �£ ���£ �è��¦ �� �² �Ü �£����§ �¬ �� �²�£�� �Û
¦ ���Ö´���ã� �² �± �æ ���ã¡ �¦ �Û �æ �����ã¥£ �¦ �̈ �æ ����� �� �¬ ��

¦ �¬�Ö´���¦ �è��¦ �� �² �Ü �£��´£ ���£ �² �¡ �����£ ����� ¦�
¢ �� �Û�£ �́ �¦ã ��� �� �á���Öá �� �¦�� ��ã� �£ 

20 And it came to pass, when all Israel 
heard that Jeroboam was returned, 
that they sent and called him unto the 
congregation, and made him king 
over all Israel; there was none that 
followed the house of David, but the 
tribe of Judah only. 

�¥����¦ �� �±�æ ����§� �¦ �Ûã² �£��§ �¬ �� �¡ �²���� ��æ �������£�
´ ���¦ �è�´ �� ���� ��ã� �£�´£ �ß���� �� �̈ �© �̈ �£ �ª �ß�¢ �� �Û

� �̈ �¡ �¦ �̈ �� �Ü�¬��²ã¡ �ß� �¦ ���§£ �ª�̈ �Ûã�����§ �¡ �é �� �¦
§ �¬�´ ����£ �Û �� �¦��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�´£ �ß����� �¥ã¦ �ê ��

© �ß�§ �¬ �� �¡ �² �¦����̈ Ï �Û���̂ ®` 

21 And when Rehoboam was come to 
Jerusalem, be assembled all the house 
of Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin, a 
hundred and fourscore thousand 
chosen men that were warriors, to 
fight against the house of Israel, to 
bring the kingdom back to Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon. {P} 

�¥����£ �� �£ ��¦ ����§£ ��Ï �� ���² �� �á�Û£ �����£ �¬ �̈ �Û�
�²�̈ � �¦�§£ ��Ï �� ���� 

22 But the word of God came unto 
Shemaiah the man of God, saying: 

�¥��¦ ����²�̈ ���© �ß�§ �¬ �� �¡ �²���Í �¦ �̈ ���̈ Ï �Û
¦ �� ����� ��ã� �£�¦ �è���² �́ �£ ����©£ �̈ �£ �ª ��ã��� ��ã� �£�´£ �ß
��²�̈ � �¦��§ �¬ �� 

23 'Speak unto Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all 
the house of Judah and Benjamin, and 
to the rest of the people, saying: 

�¥���� ¦�� ��� �£�² �̈ �����è��� ¦ ���ã¦�¬ �́��©ã¨ �¡ �é �́
§ �¬�£ �ª �ß�§ �¥£ �¡ �����Û£ ���ã�ãÛ��¦ �� �² �Ü �£

Ö´£ �� �¦������ �ä ���² �� �á ������£ �� �ª�£ �ò �� �̈ �£ �è
´ ���ã¬ �̈ �Û �æ �����² �� �� �è�´ �¥ �¦ �¦�ã� �Û�æ ����� ��� �£�² �� �á

�� ��� �£��^«` 

24 Thus saith the LORD: Ye shall not 
go up, nor fight against your brethren 
the children of Israel; return every 
man to his house; for this thing is of 
Me.' So they hearkened unto the word 
of the LORD, and returned and went 
their way, according to the word of 
the LORD. {S} 

�¥��´ ���§ �¬ �� �²�£�© �� �æ ������§ �£ �² �® ���² �� �ß�§ �¥ �Û
´ ���© �� �æ ����§ �Ý �̈ �� �°�æ ����â �ß�� �Û�æ �����¦ ��ãª �í 

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in 
the hill-country of Ephraim, and dwelt 
therein; and he went out from thence, 
and built Penuel. 

�¥���² �̈ �� æ ���Öß �¦ �ß��§ �¬ �� �²�£������ãÛ �ò�� �ò �¬
��� �� �á�´£ �� �¦��� �¥ �¦ �̈ �ê �� 

26 And Jeroboam said in his heart: 
'Now will the kingdom return to the 
house of David. 

 ¥��§ �����§£ �¡ �� � �´ÖÜ�¬ �¦��� �ä ���§ �¬ ���� �¦�¬ �£
´£ �� �ß��� �ä ���§ �¬ ���� �¦�� �Û ����§� �¦ �Ûã²£ �ß�� ��� �£
¦ ���¦ ����§ ��£ �ª �� ������ ��ã� �£�Í �¦ �̈ �§ �¬ �� �¡ �²

¦ ���ã� �Û ����£ �ª�� �² �� ���Í �¦ �̈ �§ �¬ �� �¡ �²���� ��ã� �£ 

27 If this people go up to offer 
sacrifices in the house of the LORD at 
Jerusalem, then will the heart of this 
people turn back unto their lord, even 
unto Rehoboam king of Judah; and 
they will kill me, and return to 
Rehoboam king of Judah.' 

¡¥��Í �¦ �ê ���¯ �¬ �ã �æ �������� �� � �£ �¦ �� �¬�£ �ª �Û��Ü �¬�æ ��
�� �²��§ �� �¦ ���² �̈ �� æ ���§� �¦ �Ûã² �£�´Ö¦�¬ �̈ �§ �¥ �¦��

��¯ �² �� �̈ �Îã¦�¬ ���² �Û ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£�Î£ ��Ï ���� �ë ��
��§ �£ �² �° �̈ 

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, 
and made two calves of gold; and he 
said unto them: 'Ye have gone up 
long enough to Jerusalem; behold thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt.' 
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¢¥��´ ���§ �Ü�æ ���´£ �� �ß��� �¡ �� ���´ �� ����¦ ���
��© �� �ß�© �́ �ª��� �¡ �� �� 

29 And he set the one in Beth-el, and 
the other put he in Dan. 

¦����§ �¬ ���ã¥ �¦�æ ����´� �å �¡ �¦��� �ä ���² �� �á ���£ �� �£ ��
� �¬��� �¡ �� ���£ �ª �® �¦���© �á 

30 And this thing became a sin; for 
the people went to worship before the 
one, even unto Dan. 

�¦��´ ����Ü �¬�æ �����§£ �ª ���è�Ü �¬�æ ����´Ö¨ �ß�´£ �ß
�� ¦�² �Û ����§ �¬ ���´Ö° �± �̈���£ �� �¦�£ �ª �ß �̈ �ã£ �� 

31 And he made houses of high 
places, and made priests from among 
all the people, that were not of the 
sons of Levi. 

�¦���£ �ª£ �̈ �Ý ���Û ���¡ �ß�� �¡�§ �¬ �� �² �£�Ü �¬�æ ��
�� �Ý �̈ �¡ �����² �Û ���� �¡ �è�Û ���¡ �¦�§Ö£�² �Ü �¬
�� ��ã�£ �ß¦ �¬�¦ �¬ �æ �������¡ �ß �  �ê ����´£ �� �ß�� �Ü �¬�© �è�

² �Û ���§£ �¦ �� �¬ �¦� �¡ �ß �  �¦��¦ ������£ �̈ �¬ �� ����� �Ü �¬
´ ����¦ ���´£ �� �ß���� �Ü �¬�² �Û ���´Ö¨ �ß ���£ �ª ���è 

32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in 
the eighth month, on the fifteenth day 
of the month, like unto the feast that is 
in Judah, and he went up unto the 
altar; so did he in Beth-el, to sacrifice 
unto the calves that he had made; and 
he placed in Beth-el the priests of the 
high places that he had made. 

�¦��¦ �¬�¦ �¬ �æ ���² �Û ��� �¡ �ß �  �ê ���´£ �� �ß�� �Ü �¬����¦ ��
£ �ª£ �̈ �Ý ���Û ���¡ �ß�§Ö£�² �Ü �¬�� �Ý �̈ �¡ �ß�����Û ���¡ �ß

² �Û �����Öß �é �̈ ���¦¨�� �� �ß��£ �ª �� �¦�� �¡�Ü �¬�æ ����
¦ �¬�¦ �¬ �æ ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£���²£ �¢ �± �� �¦� �¡ �ß �  �ê ����^®` 

33 And he went up unto the altar 
which he had made in Beth-el on the 
fifteenth day in the eighth month, 
even in the month which he had 
devised of his own heart; and he 
ordained a feast for the children of 
Israel, and went up unto the altar, to 
offer. {P} 

 


