The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #42
The transition from Shmuel to Melachim - part two
In light of Tehillim 72 & 105 - and Sefer Breishit

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

In last week’s shiur, we demonstrated how the first 10 chapters of
Sefer Melachim as a distinct unit, which we attributed to the Navi
Natan, in contrast to the unit that begins in chapter 11, which we

attributed to the Navi Achiya ha’Shiloni

— and suggested a possible

reason for why Yirmiyahu, the Prophetic Redactor of Sefer Melachim,
may have arranged the book in that manner (in light of Parshat

ha’Melech in Sefer Devarim).

In this week’s shiur, we return to the importance of the Queen of
Sheba’s visit as the highlight of Shilomo’s reign, to help appreciate the

prophetic themes of the books of Shmuel & Melachim —

in light of two

chapters in Tehillim, which are based on key themes in Sefer Breishit.

l. Review, the ‘highlight’ in chapter 10 of Sefer Melachim
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1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of
the fame of Solomon because of the
name of the LORD, she came to prove
him with hard questions.

2 And she came to Jerusalem with a
very great train, with camels that bore
spices and gold very much, and precious
stones; and when she was come to
Solomon, she spoke with him of all that
was in her heart.

6 And she said to the king: 'It was a true
report that I heard in mine own land of
thine acts, and of thy wisdom.

7 Howbeit I believed not the words,
until [ came, and mine eyes had seen it;
and, behold, the half was not told me;
thou hast wisdom and prosperity
exceeding the fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these
thy servants, that stand continually
before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, who
delighted in thee, to set thee on the
throne of Israel; because the LORD
loved Israel for ever, therefore made He
thee king, to do justice and
righteousness.’
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Il. Tehillim 72 [end of book Two of Tehillim]
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1 [A Psalm] for Solomon. Give the king
Thy judgments, O God, and Thy
righteousness unto the king’s son;

2 That he may judge Thy people with
righteousness, and Thy poor with justice.

3 Let the mountains bear peace to the
people, and the hills, through
righteousness.

4 May he judge the poor of the people,
and save the children of the needy, and
crush the oppressor.

§ They shall fear Thee while the sun endureth,
and so long as the moon, throughout all
generations.

6 May he come down like rain upon the mown
grass, as showers that water the earth.

7 In his days let the righteous flourish, and
abundance of peace, till the moon be no more.

8 May he have dominion also from sea to sea,
and from the River unto the ends of the earth.

9 Let them that dwell in the wilderness
bow before him;
and his enemies lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles
shall render tribute; {N}

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer
gifts.

11 Yea, all kings shall prostrate
themselves before him; all nations shall
serve him.

12 For he will deliver the needy when he
crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no
helper.

13 He will have pity on the poor and
needy, and the souls of the needy he will
save.

14 He will redeem their soul from oppression and
violence, and precious will their blood be in sight;

15 That they may live, and that he may give
them of the gold of Sheba, {N}

that they may pray for him continually, yea,
bless him all the day.

16 May he be as a rich comnfield in the land
upon the top of the mountains; {N}

may his fruit rustle like Lebanon; and may
they blossom out of the city like grass of the
earth.

17 May his name endure for ever; may his
name be continued as long as the sun; {N}may
men also bless themselves by him; may all
nations call him happy.
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lll. Returning to the Biblical themes of tzedek u’Mishpat
& shem Hashem in Breishit

To appreciate the tragedy of the Destruction of the First Temple, it's important to
understand it’s Biblical and prophetic importance.

This can help us understand both Sefer Shmuel and Sefer Melachim:
First — review:
The two unique dialogues between Hashem & Avraham Avinu

Chapter 15 — brit Bein ha’Btarim

Chapter 18 — The story of Sedom

Yirmiyahu chapter 22
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Chapter 23:
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Recall end of first Natan unit, i.e. Shmuel bet chapters 5 thru 8
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In light of this; let’s return to Breishit chapter 18
And the Tehillim 105 [and the theme of Aleinu...]



Breishit chapters 18 -19

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked out
toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to bring
them on the way. 17 And the LORD said: 'Shall | hide
from Abraham that which | am doing; 18 seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19
For | have known him, to the end that he may command
his children and his household after him, that they may
keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and
justice; to the end that the LORD may bring upon
Abraham that which He hath spoken of him.'

20 And the LORD said: 'Verily, the cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and, verily, their sin is exceeding
grievous. 21 | will go down now, and see whether
they have done altogether according to the cry of i,
which is come unto Me; and if not, | will know.' 22
And the men turned from thence, and went toward
Sodom; but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.

23 And Abraham drew near, and said: 'Wilt Thou indeed
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24
Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt
Thou indeed sweep away and not forgive the place for the
fifty righteous that are therein? ...' 26 And the LORD said:
'If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then | will
forgive all the place for their sake.'

Chapter 19 1 And the two angels came to Sodom at
even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom; and Lot saw
them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on his
face to the earth; 2 and he said: 'Behold now, my lords,
turn aside, | pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry
all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early,
and go on your way.' And they said: 'Nay; but we will
abide in the broad place all night.' 3 And he urged them
greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his
house; and he made them a feast, and did bake
unleavened bread, and they did eat.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both young
and old, all the people from every quarter. 5 And they
called unto Lot, and said unto him: 'Where are the men
that came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us,
that we may know them.' 6 And Lot went out unto them to
the door, and shut the door after him. 7 And he said: 'l
pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly. 8 Behold now,
| have two daughters that have not known man.... And
they said: 'This one fellow came in to live here and now
he judges us! We will deal worse with you, than with
them.' And they pressed the door..

Yechezkel 16:48-49
49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom: pride,
fulness of bread, and careless ease was in her and in her
daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor
and needy.
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