The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 39

The Temple in Jerusalem vs. the ‘High Places’ ["bamot”]
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

As today is Lag b’Omer; and the popular custom is to gather to
celebrate on Har Meron in the Galilee Mountains on this day — and as
we prepare our transition from Sefer Shmuel to Sefer Melachim, this
week to explore the topic of “bamot” [high places] which are so
common in Tanach, even though the Torah and the Neviim seem to be
very wary of this custom. In today’s class, we try to understand why.

In light of this week’s discussion, we will return to our study of
King David choosing Jerusalem after Hashem answered his prayer on

Har haBayit in next week’s shiur — in honor of Jerusalem Day next
week.

. When David chooses Har ha’Bayit for the Temple — DH chapter 21
[after Hashem answered his prayer and stopped the Plague / last week’s shiur]
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place of this threshing-floor, that I may
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the full price shalt thou give it me; that the
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thee, and let my lord the king do that
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but I will verily buy it for the full price; for
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LORD, nor offer a burnt-offering without
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six hundred shekels of gold by weight.
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LORD, and offered burnt-offerings and
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and he put up his sword back into the
sheath thereof.
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Moses made in the wilderness, and the
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the high place at Gibeon.
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30 But David could not go before it to
inquire of God; for he was terrified
because of the sword of the angel of the
LORD.

1 Then David said: 'This is the house of
the LORD God, and this is the altar of
burnt-offering for Israel.” {P}

2 And David commanded to gather
together the strangers that were in the
land of Israel; and he set masons to hew
wrought stones to build the house of
God.

I.I The primary source for ONE PLACE - in Devarim chapter 12
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1 These are the statutes and the
ordinances, which ye shall observe to
do in the land which the LORD, the
God of thy fathers, hath given thee to
possess it, all the days that ye live
upon the earth.

2 Ye shall surely destroy all the
places, wherein the nations that ye are
to dispossess served their gods, upon
the high mountains, and upon the
hills, and under every leafy tree.

3 And ye shall break down their altars,
and dash in pieces their pillars, and
burn their Asherim with fire; and ye
shall hew down the graven images of
their gods; and ye shall destroy their
name out of that place.

4 Ye shall not do so unto the LORD
your God.

§ But unto the place which the LORD
your God shall choose out of all your
tribes to put His name there, even
unto His habitation shall ye seek, and
thither thou shalt come;

6 and thither ye shall bring your
burnt-offerings, and your sacrifices,
and your tithes, and the offering of
your hand, and your vows, and your
freewill-offerings, and the firstlings of
your herd and of your flock;

7 and there ye shall eat before the
LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice
in all that ye put your hand unto, ye
and your households, wherein the
LORD thy God hath blessed thee.

8 Ye shall not do after all that we do
here this day, every man whatsoever
is right in his own eyes;
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Discussion:
Why the need for a singular site —
And, why ONLY after the nation has settled down-
After conquest and settlement.
outside the Mikdash / Temple
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9 for ye are not as yet come to the rest
and to the inheritance, which the
LORD your God giveth thee.

10 But when ye go over the Jordan,
and dwell in the land which the
LORD your God causeth you to
inherit, and He giveth you rest from
all your enemies round about, so that
ye dwell in safety;

11 then it shall come to pass that the
place which the LORD your God
shall choose to cause His name to
dwell there, thither shall ye bring all
that I command you: your burnt-
offerings, and your sacrifices, your
tithes, and the offering of your hand,
and all your choice vows which ye
vow unto the LORD.

12 And ye shall rejoice before the
LORD your God, ye, and your sons,
and your daughters, and your men-
servants, and your maid-servants, and
the Levite that is within your gates,
forasmuch as he hath no portion nor
inheritance with you.

13 Take heed to thyself that thou offer
not thy burnt-offerings in every place
that thou seest;

14 but in the place which the LORD
shall choose in one of thy tribes, there
thou shalt offer thy burnt-offerings,
and there thou shalt do all that I
command thee.

15 Notwithstanding thou mayest kill
and eat flesh within all thy gates, after
all the desire of thy soul, according to
the blessing of the LORD thy God
which He hath given thee; the
unclean and the clean may eat thereof,
as of the gazelle, and as of the hart.

Note later in chapter 12, permission to eat meat
[not like in the desert — see Vayikra chapter 17]

20 When the LORD thy God shall enlarge thy
border, as He hath promised thee, and thou shalt
say: 'I will eat flesh’, because thy soul desireth to
eat flesh; thou mayest eat flesh, after all the desire
of thy soul.

21 If the place which the LORD thy God shall
choose to put His name there be too far from thee,
then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock,
which the LORD hath given thee, as I have
commanded thee, and thou shalt eat within thy
gates, after all the desire of thy soul.



lll. Why / When David thought it was the correct time

Shmuel Bet chapter 7
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1 And it came to pass, when the king dwelt in his
house, and the LORD had given him rest from
all his enemies round about,

2 that the king said unto Nathan the prophet:
'See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark
of God dwelleth within curtains.’

3 And Nathan said to the king: 'Go, do all that is
in thy heart; for the LORD is with thee.’

4 And it came to pass the same night, {S} that
the word of the LORD came unto Nathan,
saying:

5'Go and tell My servant David: {S} Thus saith
the LORD: Shalt thou build Me a house for Me
to dwell in?

fi he day th ded
MIY-5Y DXV INNN TYN ,DPD-PIDY NP jidaceto be over My people Irach and

1 will cause thee to rest from all thine

.[b 'f’)"l] "T,:,N b:’: ,‘Tb ’nn,)ﬁ’ bN.\\v’ enemies. Moreover the LORD telleth

thee that the LORD will make thee a

MM 5-0YY M0 My
SPDAN-NIN PADYY, T2 INDIDI ID 29 Gl ety St thy fathers, 1wl sctop

thy seed after thee, that shall proceed

S TOVNN NN ‘]\))z_s{ ,TIINN TYII-NN U‘\D’PD] out of thy body, and I will establish his

ANIINN-NN NI

kingdom.

NDI-TIN YTDY ; 29YY , 1921322 NIN NP ool coubiish e trone ot hie

obw -1y Rhcp)a)a)

In DH aleph chapter 22

kingdom for ever.
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IV. The history of “kosher meat” & danger of “bamot”
[Discuss — pro’s & con’s of humans consuming meat]

Breishit chapter 9
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1 And God blessed Noah and his sons,
and said unto them: 'Be fruitful and
multiply, and replenish the earth.

2 And the fear of you and the dread of
you shall be upon every beast of the
earth, and upon every fowl of the air, and
upon all wherewith the ground teemeth,
and upon all the fishes of the sea: into
your hand are they delivered.

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be
for food for you; as the green herb have I
given you all.

4 Only flesh with the life thereof, which
is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.

§ And surely your blood of your lives will
I require; at the hand of every beast will I
require it; and at the hand of man, even at
the hand of every man’s brother, will I
require the life of man.

6 Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man
shall his blood be shed; for in the image
of God made He man.

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

2 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, and
unto all the children of Israel, and say unto
them: This is the thing which the LORD hath
commanded, saying:

3 What man soever there be of the house of
Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in
the camp, or that killeth it without the camp,

4 and hath not brought it unto the door of the
tent of meeting, to present it as an offering
unto the LORD before the tabernacle of the
LORD, blood shall be imputed unto that man;
he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut
off from among his people.

§ To the end that the children of Israel may
bring their sacrifices, which they sacrifice in
the open field, even that they may bring them
unto the LORD, unto the door of the tent of
meeting, unto the priest, and sacrifice them for
sacrifices of peace-offerings unto the LORD.

6 And the priest shall dash the blood against the
altar of the LORD at the door of the tent of meeting,
and make the fat smoke for a sweet savour unto the
LORD.

7 And they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices
unto the satyrs, after whom they go astray. This
shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their
generations.



V. The rebuke of Micha re: ‘high places’

Micha chapter 6
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1 Hear ye now what the LORD saith:
Arise, contend thou before the
mountains, and let the hills hear thy
voice.

2 Hear, O ye mountains, the LORD’S
controversy, and ye enduring rocks, the
foundations of the earth; for the LORD
hath a controversy with His people, and
He will plead with Israel.

3 O My people, what have I done unto
thee? And wherein have I wearied thee?
Testify against Me.

4 For I brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the
house of bondage, and I sent before thee
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5 O My people, remember now what
Balak king of Moab devised, and what
Balaam the son of Beor answered him;
from Shittim unto Gilgal, that ye may
know the righteous acts of the LORD.

6 'Wherewith shall I come before the
LORD, and bow myself before God on
high? Shall I come before Him with
burnt-offerings, with calves of a year
old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousands
of rivers of oil? Shall I give my first-
born for my transgression, the fruit of
my body for the sin of my soul?’

8 It hath been told thee, O man, what is
good, and what the LORD doth require
of thee: only to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God.



