The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 38

King David & Jerusalem & the conclusion of Sefer Shmuel
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction - Discussion
Is Jerusalem a ‘holy city’ and therefore it needs a Temple
or
The Jewish people need a site for a Temple,
Therefore, when Jerusalem was chosen — it became ‘holy’.

Compare to Hashem’s choice of Am Yisrael
What came first, a special People
Or - aspecial [Divine] need [for a People

Review - what we have identified in the final unit

GAD [in Shmuel bet]
Chapters 21-> 24 — The earlier years of David’s united monarchy -
- the subtopics within this unit
chapter 21 — The revenge of the Givonim on the house of Shaul
plus a few short stories re: David’s war with the Plishtim

chapter 22 — “shirat David”
— The Psalm/ Song David sang after his military victories

chapter 23 - the ‘heroes’ of David’s army [and their rank]

chapter 24 - David ‘mistakenly’ commissions a census of the nation
followed by the severe Divine punishment —
then David repents / and buys the field of Aravna the
Jeubsite - [on the very site that later becomes the
Temple mount]

this event doesn’t seem to be the last event in David’s life,
yet it was chosen to close the book,
In this week’s class — we try to understand why.

But first, a famous Midrash relating to last week’s shiur
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Now we begin our study with Chapter 24 — the end of Shmuel bet
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Pay attention to chronology
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12'Go and speak unto David: Thus saith
the LORD: I lay upon thee three things;
choose thee one of them, that I may do it
unto thee.’

13 So Gad came to David, and told him, and
said unto him: 'Shall seven years of famine
come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee
three months before thy foes while they
pursue thee? or shall there be three days’
pestilence in thy land? now advise thee, and
consider what answer I shall return to Him
that sent Me.’ {S}

14 And David said unto Gad: ' am in a
great strait; let us fall now into the hand of
the LORD; for His mercies are great; and
let me not fall into the hand of man.

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon
Israel from the morning even to the time
appointed; and there died of the people
from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy
thousand men.

16 And when the angel stretched out his
hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the
LORD repented Him of the evil, and said to
the angel that destroyed the people: It is
enough; now stay thy hand.” And the angel
of the LORD was by the threshing-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite. {S}

17 And David spoke unto the LORD when
he saw the angel that smote the people, and
said: 'Lo, I have sinned, and I have done
iniquitously; but these sheep, what have
they done? let Thy hand, I pray Thee, be
against me, and against my father’s

house.’ {P}

18 And Gad came that day to David, and
said unto him: 'Go up, rear an altar unto the
LORD in the threshing-floor of Araunah
the Jebusite.’

19 And David went up according to the
saying of Gad, as the LORD commanded.

20 And Araunah looked forth, and saw the
king and his servants coming on toward
him; and Araunah went out, and bowed
down before the king with his face to the
ground.

21 And Araunah said: "Wherefore is my
lord the king come to his servant?” And
David said: 'To buy the threshing-floor of
thee, to build an altar unto the LORD, that
the plague may be stayed from the people 4

22 And Araunah said unto David: 'Let my
lord the king take and offer up what
seemeth good unto him; behold the oxen

4
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