The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 37
The 'Hand of 6-d' in Song & Psalms [“shirat David”]

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction

As we will be celebrating both Yom ha’Zikaron and Yom ha’Atzmaut this week,
and as we near the conclusion of our study of Sefer Shmuel; today’s shiur will focus on
“shirat David” — i.e. chapter 22 of Shmuel bet (which is also Psalm 18) — to understand its
prophetic purpose in Sefer Shmuel and its special meaning today.

Review - what we have identified in the final unit

GAD [in Shmuel bet]
Chapters 21-> 24 — The earlier years of David’s united monarchy -
- the subtopics within this unit
Noting their underlying military theme, and why logically, they
seem to have taken place earlier in the life of King David, but
after his Kingdom is firmly established.

chapter 21 — The revenge of the Givonim on the house of Shaul
plus a few short stories re: David’s war with the Plishtim

chapter 22 — “shirat David”
— The Psalm/ Song David sang after his military victories

chapter 23 - the ‘heroes’ of David’s army [and their rank]

chapter 24 - David ‘mistakenly’ commissions a census of the nation
followed by the severe Divine punishment —
then David repents / and buys the field of Aravna the
Jeubsite - [on the very site that later becomes the
Temple mount]

note how the Prophet Gad, is a key character is this final chapter
& hence, only logical to assume that he is its author —
If so, then possibly this entire unit may be the ‘hand of Gad’

Note how the first and last chapters focus on ‘sin & punishment’
While the middle unit focuses on military success & ‘song’

Let’s review first the middle unit
Noting the 4 short paragraphs at the end of chapter 21
All describing great military victories:



Shmuel bet chapter 21 - why David stopped leading his troops in battle...
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Then chapter 22 - “shirat David
Note in chapter 23, another short song, followed by war-hero stories

Now we will focus on the shira: in chapter 22

Note how David relates to the ‘Hand of G-d’
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Next section — not the transition
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Skipping to concluding lines:
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Note connection to the conclusion of “shirat Chana: [shmuel alpeh chapter 2]
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Continues with how bad we were in the desert until entering the Land..
Then continues to time period of the Shoftim — note the cycle:
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