
 
 

1 

The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme ² class # 30 
King David and Jerusalem  - Part III 

Why David ha·Melech can·t build the Temple, [but does] 
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/ 

 
Introduction   

This week we conclude our study of the connection between King 
David and Jerusalem, and the famous question re: why God rejects David¶s 
request to build the Temple. 
  
I.  Review:  David¶s request to build a House for God, in light of Devarim 12 
Shmuel Bet chapter 5   
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9 And David dwelt in the stronghold, and called 
it the city of David. And David built round about 
from Millo and inward. 

£����Öê �¬��´Ö� �� �°�£ ��Ï ���� ���£ ����¦Ö� �� ���ÍÖ¦ ����� �� �á�Í �¦�æ ����� 10 And David waxed greater and greater; for the 
LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. {P} 
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11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and 
masons; and they built David a house. 
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12 And David perceived that the LORD had 
established him king over Israel, and that He had 
exalted his kingdom for His people Israel's 
sake. {S} 

Shmuel bet ± chapter 7 
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1 And it came to pass, when the king 
dwelt in his house, and the LORD had 
given him rest from all his enemies 
round about, 

���¦ ����Í �¦ �ê ���² �̈ �� æ ����� �� �²���£ �� �ë ���© �́ �ª
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2 that the king said unto Nathan the 
prophet: 'See now, I dwell in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth 
within curtains.' 
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3 And Nathan said to the king: 'Go, do 
all that is in thy heart; for the LORD 
is with thee.' 
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4 And it came to pass the same 
night, {S} that the word of the LORD 
came unto Nathan, saying: 
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5 'Go and tell My servant 
David: {S} Thus saith the LORD: 
Shalt thou build Me a house for Me to 
dwell in? 
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Let¶s study Hashem¶s explanation followed by His answer  
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6 for I have not dwelt in a house since 
the day that I brought up the children 
of Israel out of Egypt, even to this 
day, but have walked in a tent and in 
a tabernacle. 
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7 In all places wherein I have walked 
among all the children of Israel, 
spoke I a word with any of the tribes 
of Israel, whom I commanded to feed 
My people Israel, saying: Why have 
ye not built Me a house of cedar? 
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8 Now therefore thus shalt thou say 
unto My servant David: Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts: I took thee from 
the sheepcote, from following the 
sheep, that thou shouldest be prince 
over My people, over Israel. 
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9 And I have been with thee 
whithersoever thou didst go, and have 
cut off all thine enemies from before 
thee; and I will make thee a great 
name, like unto the name of the great 
ones that are in the earth. 
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��� �ªÖÛ� �² �ß�² �Û �� �è��Ö´Öë �¬ �¦ 

10 And I will appoint a place for My 
people Israel, and will plant them, 
that they may dwell in their own 
place, and be disquieted no more; 
neither shall the children of 
wickedness afflict them any more, as 
at the first, 
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11 even from the day that I 
commanded judges to be over My 
people Israel; and I will cause thee to 
rest from all thine enemies. Moreover 
the LORD telleth thee that the LORD 
will make thee a house. 
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12 When thy days are fulfilled, and 
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I 
will set up thy seed after thee, that 
shall proceed out of thy body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 
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13 He shall build a house for My 
name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever. 
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14 I will be to him for a father, and he 
shall be to Me for a son; if he commit 
iniquity, I will chasten him with the 
rod of men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men; 

�¢���� ¦��£ �á �« �¡ �����§ �¬ �̈ �£ �́ �² �« ���² �Û �� �è��ãë �ê �̈ �²ã«�£ 15 but My mercy shall not depart 
from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away before thee. 
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16 And thy house and thy kingdom 
shall be made sure for ever before 
thee; thy throne shall be established 
for ever.' 
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17 According to all these words, and 
according to all this vision, so did 
Nathan speak unto David. {P} 
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18 Then David the king went in, and 
sat before the LORD; and he said: 
'Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is 
my house, that Thou hast brought me 
thus far? 
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19 And this was yet a small thing in 
Thine eyes, O Lord GOD; but Thou 
hast spoken also of Thy servant's 
house for a great while to come; and 
this too after the manner of great 
men, O Lord GOD. 
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20 And what can David say more 
unto Thee? for Thou knowest Thy 
servant, O Lord GOD. 
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21 For Thy word's sake, and 
according to Thine own heart, hast 
Thou wrought all this greatness, to 
make Thy servant know it. 
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Î �́ �¦ã �§£ ��Ï ���©£ �� ��² �Û ���¦�¥ �ß�����ãª£ �ª �  �� �ß��ãª �¬ �̈ �Û 

22 Therefore Thou art great, O LORD 
God; for there is none like Thee, 
neither is there any God beside Thee, 
according to all that we have heard 
with our ears. 
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23 And who is like Thy people, like 
Israel, a nation one in the earth, 
whom God went to redeem unto 
Himself for a people, and to make 
Him a name, and to do for Thy land 
great things and tremendous, even for 
you, [in driving out] from before Thy 
people, whom Thou didst redeem to 
Thee out of Egypt, the nations and 
their gods? 
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24 And Thou didst establish to 
Thyself Thy people Israel to be a 
people unto Thee for ever; and Thou, 
LORD, becamest their God. {S} 
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25 And now, O LORD God, the word 
that Thou hast spoken concerning 
Thy servant, and concerning his 
house, confirm Thou it for ever, and 
do as Thou hast spoken. 
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26 And let Thy name be magnified 
for ever, that it may be said: The 
LORD of hosts is God over Israel; 
and the house of Thy servant David 
shall be established before Thee. 
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27 For Thou, O LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel, hast revealed to Thy 
servant, saying: I will build thee a 
house; therefore hath Thy servant 
taken heart to pray this prayer unto 
Thee. 
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28 And now, O Lord GOD, Thou 
alone art God, and Thy words are 
truth, and Thou hast promised this 
good thing unto Thy servant; 

¢¥��´ ���Í �² ��ã�¦ ��Ö���� �ò �¬ �����Î �á �� �¬�´£ �ß��´Ö£ �� �¦
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29 now therefore let it please Thee to 
bless the house of Thy servant, that it 
may continue for ever before Thee; 
for Thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken 
it; and through Thy blessing let the 
house of Thy servant be blessed for 
ever.'  

II.  The version of the story in Divrei ha¶Yamim 
 A. Quick review of the purpose of composition of the sefer 
  Note its focus primarily on Jerusalem and Mikdash related topics 
 
 B.  Note how chapter 17 in DH alpeh is almost identical to Shmuel 7 
 
 C. Major difference is how David tells over those events to Shlomo 
 
 D.  Note how chapter 22 discusses punishment for counting the ppl 
 
III.  David¶s µquote¶ of God¶s answer in his speech to Shlomo in I Divrei ha¶Yamim chapter 22 
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1 Then David said: 'This is the house 
of the LORD God, and this is the altar 
of burnt-offering for Israel.' {P} 
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2 And David commanded to gather 
together the strangers that were in the 
land of Israel; and he set masons to 
hew wrought stones to build the 
house of God. 
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3 And David prepared iron in 
abundance for the nails for the doors 
of the gates, and for the couplings; 
and brass in abundance without 
weight; 
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4 and cedar-trees without number; for 
the Zidonians and they of Tyre 
brought cedar-trees in abundance to 
David. {P} 
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5 And David said: 'Solomon my son is 
young and tender, and the house that is to 
be builded for the LORD must be 
exceeding magnificent, of fame and of 
glory throughout all countries; I will 
therefore make preparation for him.' So 
David prepared abundantly before his 
death. 
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6 Then He called for Solomon his 
son, and charged him to build a house 
for the LORD, the God of Israel. {S} 
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7 And David said to Solomon: 'My 
son, as for me, it was in my heart to 
build a house unto the name of the 
LORD my God. 
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8 But the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying: Thou hast shed blood 
abundantly, and hast made great 
wars; thou shalt not build a house 
unto My name, because thou hast 
shed much blood upon the earth in 
My sight. 
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9 Behold, a son shall be born to thee, 
who shall be a man of rest; and I will 
give him rest from all his enemies 
round about; for his name shall be 
Solomon, and I will give peace and 
quietness unto Israel in his days. 
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10 He shall build a house for My 
name; and he shall be to Me for a 
son, and I will be to him for a father; 
and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom over Israel for ever. 
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11 Now, my son, the LORD be with 
thee; and prosper thou, and build the 
house of the LORD thy God, as He 
hath spoken concerning thee. 
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12 Only the LORD give thee 
discretion and understanding, and 
give thee charge concerning Israel; 
that so thou mayest keep the law of 
the LORD thy God. 
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13 Then shalt thou prosper, if thou 
observe to do the statutes and the 
ordinances which the LORD charged 
Moses with concerning Israel; be 
strong, and of good courage; fear not, 
neither be dismayed. 
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14 Now, behold, in my straits I have 
prepared for the house of the LORD a 
hundred thousand talents of gold, and 
a thousand thousand talents of silver; 
and of brass and iron without weight, 
for it is in abundance; timber also and 
stone have I prepared; and thou 
mayest add thereto. 
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15 Moreover there are workmen with 
thee in abundance, hewers and 
workers of stone and timber, and all 
men that are skilful in any manner of 
work; 
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16 of the gold, the silver, and the 
brass, and the iron, there is no 
number. Arise and be doing, and the 
LORD be with thee.' 
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17 David also commanded all the 
princes of Israel to help Solomon his 
son: {S} 
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18 'Is not the LORD your God with 
you? and hath He not given you rest 
on every side? for He hath delivered 
the inhabitants of the land into my 
hand; and the land is subdued before 
the LORD, and before His people. 
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19 Now set your heart and your soul 
to seek after the LORD your God; 
arise therefore, and build ye the 
sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and the holy vessels of God, into the 
house that is to be built to the name of 
the LORD.' {P} 

 
V. Post-script : Shmuel Bet chapter 16, when David is running away from Avshalom 
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5 And when king David came to Bahurim, 
behold, there came out thence a man of the 
family of the house of Saul, whose name was 
Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out, and 
kept on cursing as he came. 
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6 And he cast stones at David, and at all the 
servants of king David; and all the people 
and all the mighty men were on his right 
hand and on his left. 
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7 And thus said Shimei when he cursed: 
'Begone, begone, thou man of blood, and 
base fellow; 
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8 the LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood 
of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast 
reigned; and the LORD hath delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son; and, 
behold, thou art taken in thine own mischief, 
because thou art a man of blood.' 
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9 Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto 
the king: 'Why should this dead dog curse 
my lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, 
and take off his head.' {S} 
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10 And the king said: 'What have I to do 
with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? So let him 
curse, because the LORD hath said unto 
him: Curse David; who then shall say: 
Wherefore hast thou done so?' {S} 

�£��¦ ���� �� �á�² �̈ �� æ ���¦ �� ���£ �Û£ �� ���¦ �è��£ �ª ���� �ë �����£ �� �� �¬
² �Û ���´ ���Û �ï �� �̈ �£ �¬ �ê �̈ �� �°�£�£ �è� �� ����£ �Û �® �ª�© �ß�� �ò �¬�

��£ �ª£ �̈ �£ ��¦ �é �±£ ���Ö¦�ã¡ �ë ����² �̈ ���£ �è�� ��� �£��Ö¦� 

11 And David said to Abishai, and to all his 
servants: 'Behold, my son, who came forth 
of my body, seeketh my life; how much 
more this Benjamite now? let him alone, and 
let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden 
him. 
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12 It may be that the LORD will look on 
mine eye, and that the LORD will requite me 
good for his cursing of me this day.' 
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