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The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme ² class # 28 
King David and Jerusalem  - Part I 

A city for God; for the People; or for the Monarchy 
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/ 

 
Introduction 
 As we discussed earlier, as soon as David is accepted as the King over all 
of Israel (in chapter 5) ± his FIRST action is to conquer Jerusalem, and set up the 
nation¶s capital (& later the Temple) in that political capital city. 
 The underlying question is ± what was the reason?! 
 In our class today, we discuss several reasons (not mutually exclusive) 
1) Was there a well known tradition re: the holiness of Jerusalem  
 = a city for God 
2) Was this a political move, to unify the country between µLeah & Rachel¶ 
 = a city for the People 
3) Did this have something to do with the future Dynasty of the House of David 
 = a city for the Monarchy 
 
I.  Jerusalem ± A city for God 
 Rambam Hilchot Bet ha¶Bechira chapter 2 

��ʸ ʒ̋ ˣʩ ʍˎ �ʯ ʕ˒ ʗʫ ʍʮ�ˣʮˣʷ ʍʮ� ʔʧ ʒʡ ʍʦ ʑ̇ ʔʤ 
�ʭ ʕʬˣʲ ʍʬ�ˣʮˣʷ ʍ̇ ʑʮ�ˣʺˣʠ�ʯʩ ʑ̊ ʔ̌ ʍʮ�ʯʩ ʒʠ ʍʥ� 
��ʸ ʔʮ ʎʠʓ̊ ʓ̌�ʠ�ʡʫ�ʠ�ʭʩʮʩʤ�ʩʸʡʣ�����ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʬˣʲ ʍʬ�ʧ ʔˎ ʍʦ ʑʮ�ʤʓʦ� 
 

�ʸ ʔʮ ʎʠʓ̊ ʓ̌ �˒ʰʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ�ʷ ʕʧ ʍʁ ʑʩ�ʣ ʔ̫ ʎ̂ ʓh �ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑ̇ ʔʡ˒�ʡ�ʡʫ�ʺʩʹʠʸʡ��: 
��ʤʕ̞ ʑy ʖ̇ ʔʤ�ʵ ʓy ʓʠ�ʬ ʓʠ�˃ ʍʬ�˂ ʓʬ ʍʥ� 

��ʭʩ ʑʮʕ̞ ʔʤ�ʩ ʒy ʍʡ ʑʣ ʍˎ �ʸ ʔʮ ʎʠʓh ʍʥ�ʠ�ʢ�ʡ�ʭʩʮʩʤ�ʩʸʡʣ��� 
�
ʤ�ʺʩ ʒˎ �ʺ ʓʠ�ʺˣʰ ʍʡ ʑʬ�ʤ ʖʮ˄ ʍ̌ �ʬ ʓʧʕ̞ ʔʥ���ʸ ʔʤ ʍˎ �ʭ ʑʩ ʔʬ ʕ̌ ˒ʸʩ ʑˎ

ʤ ʕ̞ ʑy ˣ˙ ʔʤ��ʭˣʷ ʍʮ ʑˎ �ʯʩ ʑʫ ʒʤ�ʸ ʓ̌ ʏʠ�˒ʤʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ�ʣʩ ʑʥ ʕʣ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʠ ʍy ʑh �ʸ ʓ̌ ʏʠ
����ʩ ʑɦ ˒ʡ ʍʩ ʔʤ�ʯʕh ʍy ʕʠ�ʯ ʓy ʖʢ ʍˎ �ʣʩ ʑʥ ʕː 

 
ʬ˗ ʔʤ�ʣʔʩ ʍˎ �ʺ ʓy ʖɦ ʕʮ˒: 

���ʤʕh ʍʥ ʔy ʏʠ�ʯ ʓy ʖʢ ʍˎ � ʔʧ ʒˎ ʍʦ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʤ ʖʮ˄ ʍ̌ ˒�ʣ ʑʥ ʕː �ˣˎ�ʤʕh ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʭˣʷ ʕ̇ ʔʤ ʓ̌ 
 -�ʷ ʕʧ ʍʁ ʑʩ�ʥʩ ʕʬ ʕ̂ �ʣ ʔ̫ ʕ̂ ʍʥ� ʔʧ ʒˎ ʍʦ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʭ ʕʤ ʕy ʍʡ ʔʠ�ˣˎ�ʤʕh ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʭˣʷ ʕ̇ ʔʤ�ʠ˒ʤ 
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��ʤ ʕʡ ʒs ʔʤ�ʯ ʑʮ�ʠ ʕʁ ʕ̞ ʓ̌ ʍ̠ � ʔʧ ʖh �ˣˎ�ʤʕh ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʭˣʷ ʕ̇ ʔʤ�ʠ˒ʤ ʍʥ 
���ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ ʍʥ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʥʩ ʕʬ ʕ̂ �ʡʩ ʑy ʍ̫ ʑʤ ʓ̌ � ʔʧ ʒˎ ʍʦ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʠ˒ʤ ʍʥ 
���ʠ ʕy ʍʡ ʑh �ʭ ʕ̄ ʑʮ˒�ʠ ʕy ʍʡ ʑ̊ ʓ̌ ʍ̠ �ʯ ʕˎ ʍy ʕ̫ �ʯˣˇʠ ʑy ʕʤ�ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʡʩ ʑy ʍ̫ ʑʤ�ˣʡ˒ 
��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʭʩ ʑʮ ʕʫ ʏʧ�˒ʸ ʍʮ ʕʠʠ ʕy ʍʡ ʑh �ˣʺ ʕy ʕ̋ ʔ̠ �ʭˣʷ ʍ̇ ʑʮ���
  

[Breishit 2:7 -  §£ �æ �¡�´ �̈ �Û �ª���£ �í �� �ß�¡ �í �æ ����� �̈ �� �� ���© �̈ �² �® �¬��§ �� �� ���´ ���§£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£�² �°£ �æ �� ] 
Discussion ± Is this ³pshuto shel mikra´ -? 
 [Or ± was King David aware of this Rambam?] 
 
Possible thematic source based on Yaakov¶s dream in Breishit 

Hashem¶s first hitgalut to Yaakov 28:13-15 � Hashem re-assuring Avraham after Lot departs�

�£��� �ë �� ����¿��£ �ª ����² �̈ �� æ �����£ �¦ �¬�� �î �ª�¿��
�§ �� �² �� ���£ ��Ï �����± �¡ �° �£�£ ��Ï� ����Î£ �� ��

���£ �¦ �¬�� �¥�Û�� �ò ���² �Û ����¯ �² �� ����
Î �¬ �² �  �¦ã��� �ë �ª �ò ���Î �¦�����

�£����£ �� ��Î�¬ �² � �¯ �² �� ���² �®�¬ �è���
� �² �®ã� �ò �°����� �ê�£��� �ª�® �° ���� �̈ �� �±

� �ß �� �ª ����¦ �è�Î ���ã¥ �² �� �ª �����´�¡ �í �Û �̈
� �̈ �� �� ��ã��Î �¬ �² �  �� 

����£�±²®�� £�������¿�¦ ���² �̈ �����§ �² �� ����£ �² �¡ ��
� �² �í ������ �� �²ã�Î£ �ª£ �¬�� �ª�� �Ü��Öê �¬ �̈ �¢Ö¦© �̈�

² �Û ���§Ö± �ê ���§ �Û�� �ò ��������ª�® �°
��ß �� �ª ��� �ê�£ ���� �̈ �� �± �����  . 

¢��´ ���£ �è���è¦�¯ �² �� ����² �Û ������� ���²�� �ò �� 
ã��� �ë �ª �ò ���Î �¦� �¬��Î�¬ �² �  �¦�§ �¦Ö¬ 

¢ ����´ ���£ �ò �̈ �Ü��Î�¬ �² � ��¯ �² �� ���² �®�¬ �è����
§ ���² �Û ���´ ���´Öª �̈ �¦��Û£ ���¦ �¥ã£���² �®�¬

¯ �² �� ����§�à���ª �ê �£��Î�¬ �² �   ...�£ 
  
Yaakov¶s µconditions¶ Hashem¶s promise to Yaakov 

¥�² �� �ª����±�¬�£�² �á �æ ����²�̈ � �¦��§ �������
   *     ��£ �� �ê �¬�§£ ��Ï �����£ �� �£�
 *      ��£ �ª �² �̈ �Ûã���Í �¦Ö��£ �¥�ª ���² �Û ���� �ä ���Í �² �á �ß�

    *     © �́ �ª �����Û�ß �¦ �¦�� �� ��ã��¦�¥ �� �¦�§ �¡ �¦�£ �¦�
��
��¥�� �ò �� �Û ��¦ ����§Ö¦ �Û ���£��£ �� ���´£ �ß�

     ����£ �� ���¿�§£ ��Ï� �¦��£ �¦�� 

�¢������ �ë �� ���£ �¥�ªÍ �ê �¬���
     ��Î£ �ò �² �̈ �Ûã² �Û ���¦�¥ �ß����Í �¦ �ò�

      ¦ ����Î£ �́ �� �Û �� ����� �̈ �� �� ��
�´�� ä ����

     ���Î �� �  �¬ ����� ¦��£ �è 
          ��§ ���² �Û ���� �¬���¬��£ �́ £ �Ü�

�² �Û ���´ �����Í �¦�£ �ò �² �ß �á 
 
II.  The portion of Binyamin and the ³shchina´ ± 
 The blessing of Moshe Rabeinu to Binyamin: Devarim 33:12 

�£��² �̈ ���© �̈ �£ �ª �� �¦����� ��� �£��£ �� �£�©�è �Û �£
�£ �¦ �¬�¡ �¢ �� �¦¦ �è��£ �¦ �¬� �®�¡�����§Öæ �� 

�© �¥ �Û��£ �® �́ �è�©£ ��ã���^«` 

12 Of Benjamin he said: The beloved of 
the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him; 
He covereth him all the day, and He 
dwelleth between his shoulders. {S} 
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Rambam Hilchot bet ha¶Bechira ± Chapter 1: 

��˒ʷ ʍ̆ ʑʧ ʓ̌ ʍʥ�˒ˇ ʍʡ ʕ̠ ʓ̌ �ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʤ ʒy ʍ̍ ʓ̂ �ʲ ʔˎ ʍy ʔʠ�ʬ ʕˏ ʍʬ ʑˏ ʔˎ �ʯ ʕ̠ ʍ̌ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�˒ʣʩ ʑʮ ʎ̂ ʓʤ�ʵ ʓy ʕʠ ʕʬ�˒ʱ ʍh ʍʫ ʑ̊ ʓ̌ �ʯʕʥʩ ʒ̠ 
��ʭʩ ʑh ʕʡ ʏʠ�ʬ ʓ̌ �ʺ ʑʩ ʔˎ �ʭ ʕ̌ �˒ʰ ʕʡ˒�ʤ˄ʩ ʑ̌ ʍʬ�˒ʠ ʕˎ �ʭ ʕ̄ ʑʮ˒ -��ʥʩ ʕʬ ʕ̂ �ʯ ʕ̠ ʍ̌ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʺˣʲʩ ʑy ʍʩ�˒ˈ ʍy ʕɹ ˒ 

�ʤ ʕy ʍ̫ ʑs �ʭ ʕ̌ �ʤ ʕ̋ ʍʩ ʕʤ�ʠʖ ʬ ʍʥ��ʤ˄ʩ ʑ̌ �ʯ ʔ̠ ʍ̌ ʑʮ�ʣ ʔʮ ʕ̂ �ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʨ�ʱʹʍʥ 
���ʡ ʔy ʕʧ�ʩ ʑʬ ʒ̂ �ʺ ʒ̇ ʓ̌ ʍʫ˒ʡʖh ʍʬ�˒ʠ ʕʡ˒��ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑʮ�ʭ ʕ̌ �˒ʰ ʕʡ˒ 
��ʡ ʔy ʕʧ�ʬ ʒʠ˒ʮ ʍ̌ �ʺ ʒ̇ ʓ̌ ʍʫ˒ʯˣʲ ʍʡ ʑʢ ʍʬ�˒ʠ ʕʡ˒��ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑʮ�ʭ ʕ̌ �˒ʰ ʕʡ˒ 
�ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʭʩ ʑ̄ ʑʮ ʏʧʔʥ�ʲ ʔʡ ʓ̌ �ʯˣʲ ʍʡ ʑʢ ʍʥ�ʡ ʖh �ʩ ʒʮʩ ʑʥ��ʭʩ ʑʮ ʕʬˣʲ ʕʤ�ʺʩ ʒʡ ʍʬ�˒ʠ ʕˎ �ʯˣʲ ʍʡ ʑˏ ʑʮ˒�� 
 


ʤ ʔʬ�ʺ ʑʩ ʔˎ �ʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʺˣʰ ʍʡ ʑʬ�ʯ ʕ̆ ʗ̠ �ʺˣʮˣʷ ʍ̇ ʔʤ�ʬ ʕ̠ �˒ʸ ʍɦ ʓʠ ʓh �ʭ ʑʩ ʔʬ ʕ̌ ˒ʸʩ ʑˎ �ˇ ʕː ʍ̫ ʑ̇ ʔʤ�ʤ ʕh ʍʡ ʑ̊ ʓ̌ �ʯʕʥʩ ʒ̠�� 
�ʣ ʔʡ ʍʬ ʑˎ �ʭ ʑʩ ʔʬ ʕ̌ ˒ʸʩ ʑˎ �ʠ ʕ̆ ʓʠ�ʺˣʸˣː ʔʤ�ʩ ʒy ˣʣ ʍʬ�ʺ ʑʩ ʔˎ �ʭ ʕ̌ �ʯʩ ʒʠ ʍʥ��ʯ ʕˎ ʍy ʕ̫ �ʯ ʓʤ ʕˎ �ʡʩ ʑy ʍ̫ ʔʤ ʍʬ˒ 

�ʸ ʔʮ ʎʠʓh �ˑ ʕˎ ʓ̌ �ʤʕ̞ ʑy ˣ˙ ʔʤ�ʸ ʔʤ ʍʡ˒�ʠ�ʡʫ�ʠ�ʭʩʮʩʤ�ʩʸʡʣ����ʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ ʕʤ�
ʤ�ʺʩ ʒˎ �ʠ˒ʤ�ʤʓʦ�ʣʩ ʑʥ ʕː �ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ʔʥ�
�ʸ ʒʮˣʠ ʍʥ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕy ʍ̍ ʑʩ ʍʬ�ʤ ʕʬʲ ʍʬ� ʔʧ ʒˎ ʍʦ ʑ̇ �ʤʓʦ ʍʥ�ʣʩ�ʡʬʷ�ʭʩʬʩʤʺ�����ʣ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʒʣ ʏ̂ �ʩ ʑ̋ ʕʧ˒ʰ ʍʮ�ʺʠʖ ʦ��

 
II.  Why was the clash between Yoav & Avner in GIVON !!! 
 [consider political, geographic and religious reasons] 
 
SHMUEL BET 
 Chapter 2  after death of Shaul, David & his men move to Hebron, now King of Yehuda! 

���¦ ����§£ �¥ �� �¦ �̈ �� �� �á�¡ �¦ �Û �æ ������� �¬ �¦ �à�Û£ �� �£�£ �Û �ª ��
�² �Û ����� ���£ �¦�§ �ò ���§£ �¥ �² �ß��§ ��£ �¦ ���² �̈ �� æ ��

§ �¬�� �ä ���� �« �¡ ���§ �́ £ �Ü�¬�§ �¬�§ �¥£ �ª �� ������¦ã� �Û
��Ö´���ã² �ß �± �ò �� 

5 And David sent messengers unto the men of 
Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them: 'Blessed be 
ye of the LORD, that ye have shown this 
kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and 
have buried him. 

���Ü �¬�£��� �ò �¬ ����§�� ����´ �̈ �� ���� �« �¡�§ �¥ �ê �¬�� ��� �£
�² �Û ����´�� ä ���� ��Öå ���§ �¥ �ò ���� �Ü�¬ ����£ �¥�ª ��

�� �ä ���² �� �á ����§ �́ £ �Ü�¬ 

6 And now the LORD show kindness and truth 
unto you; and I also will requite you this 
kindness, because ye have done this thing. 

 ��£ �ª �� �¦�ã£ �� ����§ �¥£ �� �£�� �ª �± �  �¡ �ò�� �ò �¬ ����¦ �£ �¡��£ �è�
§�� ����¦ã� �Û�§ �¥£ �ª�� ����´ �̈�´£ ���ã¡ �Û �̈ ��£ �́ ���

Í �¦ �̈ �¦�� ��ã� �£���§ ��£ �¦�¬���̂ ®` 

7 Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be 
ye valiant; for Saul your lord is dead, and also 
the house of Judah have anointed me king over 
them.' {P} 

¡��© �ß�² �ª �� �� ���² �Ü��² �ª�¦ã� �Û �¦�² �Û ���� �� �°�����¡ �± �¦
´ ���© �ß�´ �Û�ß�Û£ ����§ �£ �ª �¡ �̈ ��ã� �² �� �¬�æ ����¦ã� �Û 

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's 
host, had taken Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and 
brought him over to Mahanaim; 

¢��¦ ����ã� �¥ �¦ �̈ �æ ���¦ �� ����� �¬ �¦ �à ���¦ �� ����£ �²ãÛ �� ���
¦ �¬ ����¦� �¬ �² �  �£�¦ �¬ ����§ �£ �² �® ���¦ �¬ ����© �̈ �£ �ª �ß����¦ �� �² �Ü �£

��Ð�è���̂ ®` 

9 and he made him king over Gilead, and over 
the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over 
Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel.  
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£��© �ß�Û£ �����ª �Û�§£ �¬ �ß �² ���© �ß�´ �Û�ß���Ö¥ �¦ �̈ �ß��¦ã� �Û
¦ �¬�¦ �� �² �Ü �£Í �¦ �̈ ��§£ �ª �Û�§ �£ �ò �Ûã����� ��ã� �£�´£ �ß�Í ����

��� �� ���£ �² �¡ ���ã£ �� 

10 Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty 
years old when he began to reign over 
Israel, and he reigned two years. But 
the house of Judah followed David. 

�£����©Ö² �� �¡ �ß�Í �¦ �̈ �� �� �����£ ���² �Û ����§£ �̈ �æ ���² �í �« �̈ �£ �� �£ ��
¦ �¬�� ��ã� �£�´£ �ß���§£ �Û �� �¡�� �Ý �Û ����§£ �ª �Û�¬ �� �Û���̂ «` 

11 And the time that David was king in 
Hebron over the house of Judah was 
seven years and six months. {S} 

�£��© �ß�² �ª �� ���� �°�æ ���Û£ ���£ �� �� �¬ ����² �ª�© �ß�´ �Û�ß����¦ã� �Û
§ �£ �ª �¡ �ê �̈��� �ªÖ¬ �� �à�� 

12 And Abner the son of Ner, and the 
servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, 
went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 

�£��© �ß�� ��Ö£ ���� �� ���£ �� �� �¬ �����£ã² �°¦ �¬�§ãÛ �à �® �æ ����ã� �°�£���
¦ �¬�� �é ���ã� �Û�æ ����� �á �¡�£��©Ö¬ �� �à�´ �¥ �² �ß����� �ä �̈ ��� �¥ �² �ß ��

¦ �¬�� �é �� ����� �ä �̈ ��� �¥ �² �ß �� 

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and 
the servants of David, went out; and 
they met together by the pool of 
Gibeon, and sat down, the one on the 
one side of the pool, and the other on 
the other side of the pool. 

�£��¦ ����² �ª �� ���² �̈ �� æ �����§£ �² �¬ �ë �����ª�ã¨ã±�£��� ��Ö£
��ã¨ �±�£��� ��Ö£�² �̈ �� æ ����ãª£ �ª �® �¦�ã± �¡ �Ü£ �� 

14 And Abner said to Joab: 'Let the 
young men, I pray thee, arise and play 
before us.' And Joab said: 'Let them 
arise.' 

�¢��² �í �« �̈ ���ã² �� �¬�æ ����ã¨ �±�æ ������© �̈ �£ �ª �� �¦�² �Ü �¬�§£ �ª �Û
© �ß�´ �Û�ß�Û£ �� �¦ã���� �� ���£ �� �� �¬ �̈ ��² �Ü �¬�§£ �ª �Ûã��¦ã� �Û 

15 Then they arose and passed over by 
number: twelve for Benjamin, and for 
Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve 
of the servants of David. 

 ¢����ã� �¬ �²�� �° �ß�Öß �² �¡ ����ã� �¬ �²�Û�� ² �ß�Û£ ���ã± �  �¡�æ ��
�§£ �² �î ���´ �± �¦ �¡���ã� ���§Ö± �ê �¦�� �² �± �æ ����� �á �¡�£��ã¦ �í �æ ��

��©Ö¬ �� �� �ß�² �Û �� 

16 And they caught every one his 
fellow by the head, and thrust his 
sword in his fellow's side; so they fell 
down together; wherefore that place 
was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is 
in Gibeon. 

 £��� �¬�� �Û �±�� �̈ �¡ �¦ �ê ���£ �� �ò ����� �� �ë �æ �����ã� ���§Öæ �ß����� �̈
��� �� ���£ �� �� �¬�£ �ª �® �¦��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �Û �ª �� ���² �ª �� �� 

17 And the battle was very sore that 
day; and Abner was beaten, and the 
men of Israel, before the servants of 
David. 

 
Next - Chapter 3 ± The attempt to make a treaty with Avner to unite the nation 
 Note centrality of Binyamin in these efforts 
 Note special connection between Binyamin and Yavesh Gilad since Sefer Shoftim 

 £��² �� ��ã�§ �¬����£ ���² �ª �� ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �ª �± � 
�²�̈ � �¦��§ �à�§ �à��¦Ö¨ �ò���§ �́ £ �£ ����§�Û �¦ �Û

´ ���§£ �Û �± �� �̈���§ �¥£ �¦ �¬��Í �¦ �̈ �¦�� �� �á 

17 And Abner had communication with 
the elders of Israel, saying: 'In times 
past ye sought for David to be king over 
you; 

¡£���ãÜ�¬��� �ò �¬ ������¦ ���² �̈ ����� ��� �£�£ �è�
´ ��� �¬£ �ÛÖ��£ �á �� �¬�� �� �á���£ �ß��²�̈ � �¦�� �� �á�

�§£ �ò �Û �¦ �í���æ �̈ �¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ �ê �¬¦ �è���æ �̈ ã���
��§ ��£ �� �£ �� 

18 now then do it; for the LORD hath 
spoken of David, saying: By the hand of 
My servant David I will save My people 
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, 
and out of the hand of all their enemies.' 
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¢£���§ �à�² �ß �� �£ ����©£ �̈ �£ �ª ���£ �ª �  �� �ß��² �ª �� �����
§ �à�Í �¦ �æ �����² �ª �� ����� �� ���£ �ª �  �� �ß�² �ß �� �¦
©Ö² �� �¡ �ß¦ �è�´ �����² �Û �����£ �ª£ �¬ �ß��Ö¢
��¦ �� �² �Ü �£¦ �è�£ �ª£ �¬ ��ã�© �̈ �£ �ª �ß�´£ �ß� 

19 And Abner also spoke in the ears of 
Benjamin; and Abner went also to speak 
in the ears of David in Hebron all that 
seemed good to Israel, and to the whole 
house of Benjamin. 

¥���¦ ���² �ª �� ����� ��æ ����Öò �� ����©Ö² �� �¡�� �� �á
��² �ª �� �� �¦�� �� �á�Ü �¬�æ ����§£ �Û �ª ���§£ �² �Ü �¬

² �Û ���§£ �Û �ª �� �¦ ������ �ò �Û �̈ ��Öò �� 

20 So Abner came to David to Hebron, 
and twenty men with him. And David 
made Abner and the men that were with 
him a feast. 

�¥��¦ ���² �ª �� ���² �̈ �� æ ������ �̈ ã± ���� �� �á
¦ ���� �° �ß �± �� ���� �¥ �¦ �� ���´ ���Í �¦ �ê ���£ �ª�� ���

¦ �è�´£ �² �ß�Î �ò ���ã´ �² �¥ �£ ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£���
�² �Û ���¦�¥ �ß�� �ò �¥ �¦ �̈ ã����Î �Û �® �ª�� �ã �� �ò

´ ���� �� �á�¡ �é �Û �£ ���² �ª �� ���§Ö¦ �Û �ß�Í �¦�æ ����� 

21 And Abner said unto David: 'I will 
arise and go, and will gather all Israel 
unto my lord the king, that they may 
make a covenant with thee, and that thou 
mayest reign over all that thy soul 
desireth.' And David sent Abner away; 
and he went in peace. 

�¥������ã� �à �� �̈ �� �ß�� ��Ö£ ���� �� ���£ �� �� �¬�� �ë �� ��
�ãë �ª£ ����² �ª �� �� ����ã�£ �� ���§ �ê �¬�� �²�¦ �¦ �Û ��

§ �¬�©Ö² �� �¡ �ß�� �� �á����Í �¦ �æ ����Ö¡ �é �Û�£ �è
§Ö¦ �Û �ß�«.. 

22 And, behold, the servants of David 
and Joab came from a foray, and brought 
in a great spoil with them; but Abner 
was not with David in Hebron; for he 
had sent him away, and he was gone in 
peace. 

 ¥���� ��Ö£�ã� �å�æ ����©Ö² �� �¡��² �ª �� ���� �Û�æ ��
¦ ������£ �¦ �Ý �ß�Öò ���² �ß �� �¦��² �¬ �Ý ���ÍÖò

Û �̈ �¡ ����§ �Û�ã� �è�æ ������§ �� �ß��´ �̈ �æ ��
���£ �¡ ���¦ ��� �Ü�¬ 

27 And when Abner was returned to 
Hebron, Joab took him aside into the 
midst of the gate to speak with him 
quietly, and smote him there in the 
groin, that he died, for the blood of 
Asahel his brother. 

¡¥����² �̈ �� æ ����© �¥�£ �² �¡ �� �̈ ��� �� �á�¬ �̈ �Û �æ ��
�� �¬��� ��� �£�§ �¬ �̈ �£ �ò �¥ �¦ �̈ �̈ ã�£ �¥�ª ���£ �± �ª�

§ �¦Ö¬��© �ß�² �ª �� ����£ �̈ �á �̈���² �ª 

28 And afterward when David heard it, 
he said: 'I and my kingdom are guiltless 
before the LORD for ever from the 
blood of Abner the son of Ner; 

¢¥��¦ �¬�ã¦ �¡�£�¦ �è�¦ �� ����� ��Ö£�Û�� ²���´£ �ß
¦ �� �����£ �� ������ � �� ��Ö£�´£ �ß �̈ �´ �² �è �£

� �² �¡ �ß�¦ �®�ª ����Í �¦ �í �ß�±£ �  �¡ �̈ ã�¬ �²�° �̈ ã��
² �« �¡ �����§ �¡ �¦ 

29 let it fall upon the head of Joab, and 
upon all his father's house; and let there 
not fail from the house of Joab one that 
hath an issue, or that is a leper, or that 
leaneth on a staff, or that falleth by the 
sword, or that lacketh bread.' 

¦���² �ª �� �� �¦�ã� �² �����£ �¡ ���£ �Û£ �� �� ���� ��Ö£ �����
´ ���´£ �̈ ���² �Û ���¦ �¬�§ ��£ �¡ ���¦ ��� �Ü�¬��

©Ö¬ �� �� �ß���� �̈ �¡ �¦ �ê �ß��^«` 

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother slew 
Abner, because he had killed their  
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�¦��¦ ���� �� �á�² �̈ �� æ ���¦ �� ���� ��Ö£�¦ �è�
² �Û ���§ �¬ �����ã² �� �¡ ���§ �¥£ �� �� ���ã¬ �² �±��Öò ��

��Í �¦ �ê �� ����² �ª �� ���£ �ª �® �¦��ã� �® �« ����§£ �ï �Ü
��� �å �ê ���£ �² �¡ ���Í �¦����� �� �á 

31 And David said to Joab, and to all 
the people that were with him: 'Rend 
your clothes, and gird you with 
sackcloth, and wail before Abner.' 
And king David followed the bier. 

�¦��´ ���ã² �ß �± �æ ���©Ö² �� �¡ �ß��² �ª �� ����� �Þ �æ ����
´ ���Í �¦ �ê ���¦ ��� �ç �� �æ ����Ö¦Ö±���² �ª �� ���² �� �±
�¦ �è��ãè �� �æ ����§ �¬ ������_«a 

32 And they buried Abner in Hebron; 
and the king lifted up his voice, and 
wept at the grave of Abner; and all 
the people wept. {S} 

�¦��¦ ���Í �¦ �ê ���© �ª�± �£ ����² �̈ �� æ ����² �ª �� ����
² �ª �� ���´ã¨�£��¦ �� �ª�´Ö¨ �è ��«.  

33 And the king lamented for Abner, 
and said: Should Abner die as a churl 
dieth? 

�¦��¦ �¥ �����§ ��£ �ª£ �¬ �ß�� �¢£ �æ ����ã²£ �è ���§ �¬ ��
¦ �¥�£ �ª£ �¬ �ß��Í �¦ �ê ���� �Ü �¬�² �Û ���¦�¥ �è�

�Ö¢�§ �¬ ���� 

36 And all the people took notice of it, 
and it pleased them; whatsoever the 
king did, pleased all the people. 

 ¦��¦ �¥�ã¬ �� �æ ���¦ �¥ ���§ �¬ ����§Öæ �ß��¦ �� �² �Ü �£
��ã� �����´£ �̈ �� �¦��Í �¦ �ê �� �̈ �� �́ �£ ����� ¦�£ �è

´ ���© �ß�² �ª �� ����² �ª���_«a 

37 So all the people and all Israel 
understood that day that it was not of 
the king to slay Abner the son of 
Ner. {S} 

¡¦��¦ ����Í �¦ �ê ���² �̈ �� æ �����£ �� �� �¬����Ö¦ ��
ã¬ �� �́��£ �è���� �ä ���§Öæ ���¦ �® �ª�¦Ö� �� ���² �Ü

�¦ �� �² �Ü �£ �ß 

38 And the king said unto his 
servants: 'Know ye not that there is a 
prince and a great man fallen this day 
in Israel? 

¢¦�����Í �¦ �̈ � �¡ãÛ �̈ ã�Í �²�§Öæ ���£ �¥�ª �� ��
�§£ �Û �±���£ã² �°�£ �ª �ß�� �é �� ���§£ �Û �ª �� �� ��

�£ �ë �ê �̈������ �¬ �² ���� �Ü�¬ �¦�� ��� �£�§ �é �Û �£
�Ö´ �¬ �² �è���_®a 

39 And I am this day weak, and just 
anointed king; and these men the sons 
of Zeruiah are too hard for me; the 
LORD reward the evildoer according 
to his wickedness.' {P} 

 
Chapter 4 ± note who the assassins are ± i.e. from which tribe! 

���© �ß�¬ �̈ �Û �æ ������©Ö² �� �¡ �ß�² �ª �� ���´ �̈ �£ �è��¦ã� �Û
���£ �� �£��ãí �² �æ ��¦ �¥ ���ã¦ �� �� �ª��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�� 

1 And when Saul's son heard that Abner 
was dead in Hebron, his hands became 
feeble, and all the Israelites were 
affrighted. 

���£ �² �Ü�§£ �Û �ª ���£ �ª �Ûã��© ���ã£ ���§£ ��ã� �����¦ã� �Û
�£ �ª �ß��� �¥ �²�£ �ª �Ý ���§ �Û ���� �ª �¬ �ß�� �¡ �� ���§ �Û

£ �́ �² �� �ß ���©Öê �²��© �̈ �£ �ª ���£ �ª �ß �̈����§ �à�£ �è�
¦ �¬�� �Û �¡ �ò��´Ö² �� �ß�© �̈ �£ �ª �ß«. 

2 And Saul's son had two men that were 
captains of bands; the name of the one was 
Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, 
the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the 
children of Benjamin; for Beeroth also is 
reckoned to Benjamin; 
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III.  The source in Sefer Devarim ± chapter 12 

�����©ã² �̈ �Û �ò�² �Û ����§£ �¢ �í �Û �ê �� ���§£ �ï �¡ ���� �é ��
��Î �¦�Î£ �́ �� ���£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£�© �́ �ª�² �Û ����¯ �² �� �ß��´ÖÜ�¬ �¦

�â �ò �Û �² �¦��¦ �è�§£ �̈ �æ ����² �Û ���¦ �¬��§£ �æ �¡�§ �ò ���
�� �̈ �� �� �� 

1 These are the statutes and the ordinances, 
which ye shall observe to do in the land 
which the LORD, the God of thy fathers, 
hath given thee to possess it, all the days 
that ye live upon the earth. 

���´ ���©ã� �ß �� �ò�� �ß ���¦ �è�ã� �� �¬�² �Û ���´Ö¨�± �ê ����§ �Û
§ �́ ���§£ �Û �²�£�§ �ò ���² �Û ����§ �£Öà ����´ ����§ ��£ ��Ï �����

¦ �¬�¦ �¬ ���§£ �̈ �² ���§£ �² �� ���¦ �è�´ �¡ �́ ����´Ö¬ �� �à �����¯ �¬
�© �ª �¬ �² 

2 Ye shall surely destroy all the places, 
wherein the nations that ye are to 
dispossess served their gods, upon the high 
mountains, and upon the hills, and under 
every leafy tree. 

���´ ���§ �ò �° �ò �ª ����́ ���§ �ò �² �ß �Û ����§ �́ �¡ �ß �  �̈���§ �́ �� �î �̈
��§ ��£ ��Ï ���£ �¦£ �« �®ã��Û �� �ß�©ã® �² �Ü �ò�§ ��£ �² �Û �� ��

´ ���§ �ò �� �ß �� ����©ã¬ �á �� �ò�© �̈ ��§ �̈ �Û���ã� ���§Ö± �ê �� 

3 And ye shall break down their altars, and 
dash in pieces their pillars, and burn their 
Asherim with fire; and ye shall hew down 
the graven images of their gods; and ye 
shall destroy their name out of that place. 

����� ¦��§ �¥£ ��Ï ���� ���£ �¦��© �è�©ãÜ�¬ �́ 4 Ye shall not do so unto the LORD your 
God. 

���§ ���£ �è��¦ ���² �Û ���§Ö± �ê ����� ��� �£�² �¡ �� �£
¦ �è �̈ ��§ �¥£ ��Ï ���§ �¥£ �¢ �� �Û´ ���§ãÜ �¦���§ �Û��Ö¨ �Û� 

��� �ê �Ý� �́ � ��ã��ãÛ �² �� �́ �Öª �¥ �Û �¦ 

5 But unto the place which the LORD your 
God shall choose out of all your tribes to 
put His name there, even unto His 
habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou 
shalt come; 

�����´ �� ����§ �¥£ �¡ �� �  ���§ �¥£ �́ Ï�¬��� �ê �Û�§ �́ � �� �� ��
��§ �¥£ �² �� �ª ����§ �¥ �� �£�´ �̈ ã² �ò�´ �� ����§ �¥£ �́ �² �Ü �¬ �̈

�§ �¥ �ª�� ° ����§ �¥ �² �± �ß�´�²�¥ ��ã��§ �¥£ �́ �� �� �ª �� 

6 and thither ye shall bring your burnt-offerings, 
and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and the 
offering of your hand, and your vows, and your 
freewill-offerings, and the firstlings of your 
herd and of your flock; 

 ��§ �ò �¦ �¥ �� �����§ �ò �¡ �̈ �Üã��§ �¥£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£�£ �ª �® �¦��§ �Û
§ �¥£ �ò ��ã�§ �ò ����§ �¥ �� �£�¡ �¦ �Û �̈ �¦�¥ �ß�����Î �¥ �² �ß�² �Û ��

�Î£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£ 

7 and there ye shall eat before the LORD your 
God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your 
hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the 
LORD thy God hath blessed thee. 

¡��©ãÜ�¬ �́ ��� ¦���§Öæ ������í�§£ �Ü�¬�ãª �¡ �ª ���² �Û ���¦�¥ �è���
¦ �è��Û£ ������£ �ª£ �¬ �ß�² �Û�æ �� 

8 Ye shall not do after all that we do here this 
day, every man whatsoever is right in his own 
eyes; 

¢���� ¦�£ �è�� �¬��§ �́ � ���� �ò �¬��¦ ���¦ �� ����� �¡ãª �ê ���
² �Û ����� �¦ �¡ �ë ���Í �¦�© �́ �ª��Î£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£� 

9 for ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the 
inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth 
thee. 

£��´ ����§ �ò �² �� �¬ ���² �Û ����¯ �² �� �ß�§ �ò �� �Û£ ����© �á �² �æ ���
��§ �¥ �́ ���¦£ �¡ �ª �̈ �§ �¥£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£¦ �è �̈ �§ �¥ �¦� �¡£ �ª �� ���

§ �ò �� �Û£ �����£ �� �ì �̈ �§ �¥£ �� �£����¡ �¢ �ß 

10 But when ye go over the Jordan, and dwell in 
the land which the LORD your God causeth 
you to inherit, and He giveth you rest from all 
your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in 
safety; 

�£��² �Û ����§Ö± �ê �����£ �� ����Öß�§ �¥£ ��Ï ���� ��� �£�² �¡ �� �£
§ �Û�Ö¨ �Û�© �è �Û �¦����£ �� �́ �� �ê �Û¦ �è�´ ��������£ �¥�ª ���² �Û ��
�§ �¥ �́ ���� �ã �° �̈����§ �¥£ �́ �² �Ü �¬ �̈ ��§ �¥£ �¡ �� �  ���§ �¥£ �́ ÏÖ¬

� ���£ �¦�ã² �á �ò�² �Û ����§ �¥£ �² �� �ª�² �¡ �� �̈ �¦�¥ ����§ �¥ ���£�´ �̈ �² �́ ã�� 

11 then it shall come to pass that the place 
which the LORD your God shall choose to 
cause His name to dwell there, thither shall ye 
bring all that I command you: your burnt-
offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and 
the offering of your hand, and all your choice 
vows which ye vow unto the LORD. 
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IV.  David¶s request to build a House for God, in light of Devarim 12 
Shmuel bet ± chapter 7 

���£ �è��£ �� �£ �����Ö´£ �� �ß�Í �¦ �ê ���� �Û�£�� ���£ ��
��¡£ �ª ���¦ �è �̈ ���£ �� �ì �̈ �Ö¦����£ �� �£�� 

1 And it came to pass, when the king 
dwelt in his house, and the LORD had 
given him rest from all his enemies 
round about, 

���¦ ����Í �¦ �ê ���² �̈ �� æ ����� �� �²���£ �� �ë ���© �́ �ª
���©Ö² �� ����§£ �  �² ���´£ �� �ß�� �ÛÖ£�£ �¥�ª ����� �ª

���� �Û�£��§£ ��Ï �� ��� �¬£ �² �£ ���ÍÖ´ �ß�� 

2 that the king said unto Nathan the 
prophet: 'See now, I dwell in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth 
within curtains.' 

���¦ ���© �́ �ª�² �̈ �� æ �����Î �� �� �¦ �ß�² �Û ���¦�è��Í �¦ �ê ��
� �Ü�¬�Í �¦����Í �ê �¬��� ��� �£�£ �è�� 

3 And Nathan said to the king: 'Go, do 
all that is in thy heart; for the LORD 
is with thee.' 

�����ã� ���� �¦ �£ �é �ß��£ �� �£ ����^«`���² �� �á��£ �� �£ ���
¦ ����� ��� �£���²�̈ � �¦��© �́ �ª 

4 And it came to pass the same 
night, {S} that the word of the LORD 
came unto Nathan, saying: 

����¦ ��� �ò �² �̈ �� ���Í �¦�¦ ���£ �á �� �¬��� �� �á��^«`��
�� ��� �£�² �̈ �����è� 

�� �ª �� �ò�� �ò �� ���£ �ò �� �Û �¦��´ �£ ���£ �é�� 

5 'Go and tell My servant 
David: {S} Thus saith the LORD: 
Shalt thou build Me a house for Me to 
dwell in? 

 
 
In light of this, let¶s return to chapter 5   

���© �ß��Í �¦ �̈ ��� �ª �Û�§£ �¬ �ß �² ����Ö¥ �¦ �̈ �ß��� �� �á�� �ª �Û�§£ �ÛÏ �Û 4 David was thirty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned forty years. 

���¦ �¬�Í �¦ �̈ �©Ö² �� �¡ �ß����§£ �Û �� �¡�� �Ý �Û ���§£ �ª �Û�¬ �� �Û��� ��ã� �£
¦ �è�¦ �¬��� �ª �Û�ÛÏ �Û ���§£ �ÛÏ �Û��Í �¦ �̈ �§� �¦ �Ûã²£ ��ã����¦ �� �² �Ü �£

��� ��ã�£ �� 

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years 
and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned 
thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah. 
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6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem 
against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, 
who spoke unto David, saying: 'Except thou 
take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not 
come in hither'; thinking: 'David cannot come 
in hither.' 

 ��©Öæ �°�´ �� �° �̈ �´ ����� �� �á���è �¦ �æ ����� �� �á�²£ �¬���£ ��� 7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of 
Zion; the same is the city of David. 
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8 And David said on that day: 'Whosoever 
smiteth the Jebusites, and getteth up to the 
gutter, and [taketh away] the lame and the blind, 
that are hated of David's soul--.' Wherefore they 
say: 'There are the blind and the lame; he 
cannot come into the house.' 
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9 And David dwelt in the stronghold, and called 
it the city of David. And David built round about 
from Millo and inward. 
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10 And David waxed greater and greater; for the 
LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. {P} 
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11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and 
masons; and they built David a house. 
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12 And David perceived that the LORD had 
established him king over Israel, and that He had 
exalted his kingdom for His people Israel's 
sake. {S} 

 


