Exploring the Torah's Chronological Integrity - Part I
Before or After the Ten Commandments -
When did Bnei Yisrael Declare "Naaseh V'Nishmah"?

Introduction /

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

As any student of the Torah is aware, we often find debates among the classic
commentators in regard to the chronological order of certain events. Assuming that G-d
intentionally places events 'out of order' in the Torah, when we learn, we must not only attempt
to ascertain the correct chronological order, but we must also search for the underlying reason
for the change. [In Hebrew, this exegetic principle is referred to as “ein mukdam u’'mu’uchar”.]

In our first class in this series, we explore the famous debate between Rashi & Ramban

regarding when the People of Israel declared “NA’ASEH V'NISHMAH”

— their collective

acceptance and willingness to serve as a Nation in the service of God.

I. Shmot Chapter 19 - From Covenant to Commandment

Arrival at Har Sinai:

1 In the third month after the children of Israel left
the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. 2 And when they were departed
from Rephidim, and were come to the wilderness of
Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness; and there
Israel encamped before the mount.

The Proposition:

3 And Moses went up unto God, and
Hashem called unto him out of the
mountain, saying: ‘Thus shall you say to the
house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel:
4 You have seen what | did unto the
Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’
wings, and brought you unto Myself.

5 Now therefore,

if you will hearken unto My voice,
and keep My covenant,

[then] you shall be Mine own treasure
from among all peoples;

for [because/eventhough] all the earth is Mine;

6 and you shall be for Me a:
kingdom of priests, and a holy

nation. These are the words which you shall speak
unto the children of Israel.'

Arrival at Har Sinai:
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Bnei Yisrael accept -

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words which
Hashem commanded him. 8 And all the people
answered together, and said: 'All that Hashem has
spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words
of the people unto Hashem.

God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws
9 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Lo, | come unto
thee in a thick cloud, that the people may

hear when | speak with thee, and may
also believe thee for ever.' And Moses told the
words of the people unto Hashem. [PLAN ‘A’ - via
Moshe]

10 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Go unto the
people, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow,
and let them wash their garments, 11 and be ready

against the third day; for the third day Hashem
will come down in the sight of all the
people upon mount Sinai. [PLAN ‘B’ —direct]

PREPARATION.

12 And you shall set bounds unto the people round
about, saying: Take heed to yourselves, that you go
not up into the mount, or touch the border of it;
whosoever touches the mount shall be surely put to
death; 13 no hand shall touch him, but he shall
surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be
beast or man, it shall not live; when the ram's horn
soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.' 14
And Moses went down from the mount unto the
people, and sanctified the people; and they washed
their garments. 15 And he said unto the people: '‘Be
ready against the third day; come not near a
woman.'

REVELATION

16 And it came to pass on the third day, when it was
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings
and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of

a horn exceeding loud; and all the people

that were in the camp trembled. 17 And
Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to
meet God; and they stood at the nether part of the
mount. 18 Now mount Sinai was altogether on
smoke, because the LORD descended upon itin
fire; and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke
of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
19 And when the voice of the horn waxed louder

and louder, MOSes spoke, and God
answered him with a voice.

Bnei Yisrael accept -
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LIMITATION

20 And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, to
the top of the mount; and the LORD called Moses to
the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21 And
the LORD said unto Moses: 'Go down, charge the

people, lest they break through unto
the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.
22 And let the priests also, that come
near to the LORD, sanctify
themselves, lest the LORD break

forth upon them.' 23 And Moses said unto the
LORD: 'The people cannot come up to mount Sinai;
for thou didst charge us, saying: Set bounds about
the mount, and sanctify it."! 24 And the LORD said
unto him: 'Go, get thee down, and thou shalt come

up, thou, and Aaron with thee; but let not the
priests and the people break through
to come up unto the LORD, lest He
break forth upon them.'

25 So Moses went down unto the people, and told
them.

Skip to 20:14

LIMITATION
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14 And all the people perceived the
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the
voice of the horn, and the mountain
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= trembled, and stood afar off.

15 And they said unto Moses: 'Speak thou
with us, and we will hear; but let not God
speak with us, lest we die.’

16 And Moses said unto the people: 'Fear
not; for God is come to prove you, and that
His fear may be before you, that ye sin not.’
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17 And the people stood afar off; but Moses
drew near unto the thick darkness where
God was. {S}
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II. CHAPTER 24 - NOTE HOW IT BEGINS
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