Converts or Strangers? Who Does the Torah Care About - Class # 7
“Ger shel shabbat” - or “goy shel shabbat”

Who is the ‘stranger’ in the Ten Commandments?

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag-

|. Review - Our primary distinction [“chiluk”]

Cases where WE are obligated to care for the ‘ger’
VS.
Instances where the ‘ger’ is OBLIGATED to keep a law!

In the latter — we always find the punishment of “karet”
i.e. he is ‘cut off from HIS NATION
which implies he must be Jewish, thus a convert
In contrast, when it is our obligation to the ‘stranger’, then it can imply any ‘stranger’ —i.e.
either a convert or a gentile

[I. Shabbat in the Ten Commandments: Shmot 20:7-10
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Shabbat in the Ten Commandments: Devarim 5:11-13
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The laws that follow in Parshat Mishpatim: Shmot 23:12
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Il. Possibilities to consider (in each source)

A. “ger Tzedek” i.e. — one who has converted

Why mention him at all? Why would he be different than any other Jew
See Shmot 31:10-12 (below)

B. “ger Toshav” —i.e.one who has not converted

(but doesn’t worship idols; resident alien?]
Can the Torah forbid him to do work for himself?
Is it an obligation upon us, that he not do OUR work

Or — are we obligated to give him a day of rest — social rights

lll. Covenantal purpose of Shabbat Shmot 31:10-12
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that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

Brit Sinai [that the above commandment refers to: /Shmot 19
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V. Ramban on Shmot 20:9

NOR THY STRANGER THAT IS WITHIN
THY GATES.

In line with the plain meaning of
Scripture, "the stranger of the gate" is
always the geir toshav, who came to
dwell in "the gates of our cities" and
has taken upon himself the Seven
Laws of the Noachides. It is he who is
called "the stranger who eats the

unlawfully-slaughtered animal....

Therefore, the commandment
[prohibiting work on the Sabbath] was
not directed to him so that Scripture
would be saying: "Do not do any work
on it, the home-born or the stranger."
Instead, it is we who are
commanded that he do no work for
our benefit, just as [we are
commanded about] our minors and
the cattle, but this commandment
is not incumbent upon him and he
may do work for himself on the
Sabbath.

The verse which states, “so that the
son of thy handmaid, and the
stranger, may rest”, speaks of the
righteous proselyte who has
become Jewish and embraced our
Torah, which has commanded him
concerning the Sabbath and all the

rest of the commandments as well,
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as He has said, One law and one
ordinance shall be both for you, and
for the stranger that sojourneth with

you...

However, we have found in the
words of our Rabbis that they have
interpreted it in the opposite
manner. Thy stranger that is within
thy gates means the righteous
proselyte, and ceasing from work [on
the Sabbath] is incumbent upon him
as it is upon us. -The verse, so that
the son of thy handmaid, and the
stranger, may rest, includes the

uncircumcised geir toshav.
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V. The theme of MEMORY in Sefer Devarim

The reason in the Ten Commandments / Shmot vs. Devarim
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'‘Remember You Were a Slave' / a REFRAIN in Sefer Devarim
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24:17 You shall not pervert the justice due to
the stranger, or to the orphan or widow.... But
you shall remember that you were a
bondman in Egypt,

19 When you reap your harvest, you must
forget a sheaf in the field, do not go back to
fetch it; it shall be for the stranger, for the
orphan, and widow... Remember that you
were a bondman in Egypt...

Emulating God - according to Devarim 10:17-19
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17 For the LORD your God, He is God of gods,
and Lord of lords, the great God, the mighty, and
the awful, who regardeth not persons, nor taketh
reward.

18 He doth execute justice for the fatherless and
widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him
food and raiment. 19 Love ye therefore the
stranger; for ye were strangers in the land of

Egypt.



A YEARLY or a DAILY commandment | / Devarim 16:1-3
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Regarding Shavuot:
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Devarim chapter 24:
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REMEMBERING MIRIAM — Devarim chapter 24
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