Converts or Strangers? Who Does the Torah Care About - Class #2
The ‘stranger’ in Sefer Breishit

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag-

|. Review of introductory class:

How often ‘the stranger’ is mentioned
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Discussion: Is the Biblical ‘ger’ a Jew or Gentile?
ll. Different names for the stranger — examples:
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lll. A proof for a ‘ger’; who is NOT Jewish: Devarim 14
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; \ - A1 79 94« the stranger that is within thy gates,
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Compare with Vayikra chapter 17 : - must be Jewish!
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fowl that may be eaten, he shall pour
out the blood thereof, and cover it
with dust.

s i 1 1Y - 15 And every soul that eateth that
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and be unclean until the even; then
shall he be clean.

V. Our primary distinction [“chiluk”]
Cases where WE are obligated to care for the ‘ger’
VS.

Instances where the ‘ger’ is OBLIGATED to keep a law!

In the latter — we always find the punishment of “karet”
i.e. he is ‘cut off’ from HIS NATION
which implies he must be Jewish, thus a convert
In contrast, when it is our obligation to the ‘stranger’, then it can
imply any ‘stranger’ — i.e. either a convert or a gentile

And sometime — it must a non-jew, e.g. the “neveyla’



When going thru the 67 times that a ‘ger’ is mentioned

The following phrases are found when he is OBLIGATED

e.g. every ger k’ezrach !

Shmot 12
Shmot 12

korban pesach - karet
chametz - karet

Bamidbar 15 cursing Hashem - karet
Bamidbar 15 mazid / “m’gadef” karet

every ger asher b’tochachem /itchem !

Vayikra 16
Vayikra 17
Vayikra 17
Vayikra 17
Vayikra 18

Yom Kippur - karet

Korban chutz IMishkan karet

Eating blood / covering blood - karet
Tamey to neveyla /if in mikdash - karet
Arayot — karet

Bamidbar 15 Nesaschim [ not obligated to bring |

& ger b TOCHAM
Bamidbar 15 Korban shgaga
Bamidbar 19 Para aduma Kkaret if enter mikdash
Bamidbar 35 ir Miklat - shfichut dam/ bnei Noach
& ger b’Yisrael

Vayikra 20
Vayikra 22

Molech - karet
Koban baal mum -

Note how in most prohibitions, the punishment is explicitly “karet” —

or in the context of “karet”

Regular ‘ger’ (not necessarily Jewish) in the three units of daily life

1. Shmot 21->23
2. Vayikra 19

3. Devarim 5->26 — main speech



V. Sefer Breishit - only twice, but important

Avraham to people of Hebron, buying burial plot

& The stranger in the first Covenant wavraham Avinu - Br. 15
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13 And He said unto Abram: '"Know
of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years;

14 and also that nation, whom they
shall serve, will I judge; and
afterward shall they come out with
great substance.

18 In that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying: 'Unto

thy seed have I given this land, ...

Note how this is the first dialogue between Avraham & Hashem
Also, the first covenant — and b’shem Hashem

Review how stories in Breishit set the stage for Chumash

Breishit chapter 15:
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1 After these things the word of the LORD
came unto Abram in a vision, saying:

'Fear not, Abram, [ am thy shleld thy
reward shall be exceedlng great./

2 And Abram said: 'O Lord GOD, what
wilt Thou give me, seeing I go hence
childless, and he that shall be possessor of

" my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’
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3 And Abram said: '‘Behold, to me Thou
hast given no seed, and, lo, one born in my
house is to be mine heir.’

4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came
unto him, saying: 'This man shall not be thine
heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine
own bowels shall be thine heir.’

5 And He brought him forth abroad, and said:
'Look now toward heaven, and count the stars,
if thou be able to count them’; and He said unto
him: 'So shall thy seed be.’

6 And he believed in the LORD; and He
counted it to him for righteousness.

7 And He said unto him: 'I am the LORD
that brought thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit
it
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8 And he said: 'O Lord GOD, whereby
shall I know that I shall inherit it?’

9 And He said unto him: 'Take Me a
heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of
three years old, and a ram of three years
old, and a turtle-dove, and a young
pigeon.’

10 And he took him all these, and divided
them in the midst, and laid each half over
against the other; but the birds divided he
not.

11 And the birds of prey came down upon
the carcasses, and Abram drove them
away.

12 And it came to pass, that, when the sun
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram; and, lo, a dread, even a great
darkness, fell upon him.

13 And He said unto Abram: 'Know of a
surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a
land that is not theirs, and shall serve
them; and they shall afflict them four
hundred years;

14 and also that nation, whom they shall
serve, will | judge; and afterward shall
they come out with great substance.

15 But thou shalt go to thy fathers in
peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old
age.

16 And in the fourth generation they shall
come back hither; for the iniquity of the
Amorite is not yet full.’

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun
went down, and there was thick darkness,
behold a smoking furnace, and a flaming
torch that passed between these pieces.

18 In that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying: 'Unto thy seed have |
given this land, from the river of Egypt
unto the great river, the river Euphrates;

Note how many mitzvot relate to the Exodus story

A. ‘REMEMBER YOU WERE A STANGER' /enveloping Shmot 22:20 -> 23:9
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22:20 Do not wrong a stranger, nor
oppress him; for you were strangers
in the land of Egypt. Do not afflict
any widow...

23.9 And do not oppress a stranger- for you
know the heart of a stranger, seeing you were

ﬂ"\g,ﬂ YﬁNﬂ ON*N OY9)=22==9XD strangers in the land of Egypt.



A similar theme in Vayikra 19 law section re: daily behavior

9 And when ye reap the harvest of your
'1733'\ No DDS.‘N -1,3‘7 ﬂN DDWS?:” v land, thou shalt not wholly reap the
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Emulating God - according to Devarim 10:17-19
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'N‘? WUN N’l‘l]'ﬂ .‘:}.1 bgu.‘ ‘7N'1 D’J'I'NW and Lord of lords, the great God, the mighty,

and the awful, who regardeth not persons, nor
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Devarim 24:17-22
7aY 29,9991 NO. NN TI2,53NTND NIY; DIN? ) LIYN , NV NI P
TN MIVY2 ISR N R-DY ; DYR PIDN MY 77921 ,0298192 9227
. TN D270

TTTTT

...........

LT, NININDY DINYD MY PINK INN ND NPT VAND D 5
1202 ,NMIYNDY DN 937 PINN DIV N L1072 ININ I
;OIS0 XIND 9D T3Y-22, 9721 25

(o) AN ,M2TD-DN MUY JI80 2938 19 -5



VI. Avraham to people of Hebron, buying burial plot

Breishit chapter 23
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Note parallel in Parshat b’Har — relating to shemitta/yovel - Vayikra chapter 25
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